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% dialogue: Bangladesh Mancbadhikar Samonnay
will hold an open dialogue on reserved seats for women In the

parliament. Venue: LGEg‘Bhaban seminar room. Time : 1-30 pm.

 Problems and Pros
9-66 Motljheel C/A. Time: 10.30 am-1.30 pm.

am, 1.1Spm & 3.15 pm.

BILIA Discussion: Bangladesh Institute of Law and Inter-

national Affairs (BILIA) will hold a discussion mecl.lr;g on "UN Millen-
nium Summit : Implications of Usurpation of Power Throu
Unconstitutional Means.” Chief guest : Finance Minister Shah AMS

Kibria. Venue : CIRDAP auditorium, Chameli House, Topkhana Road.
Time : 3.00 pm.

Founding anniversary : A two-day long function will
begin to celebrate the 44th founding anniversary of Kendriya Kanchi
Kanchar Mela. Venue: Kanchi Kancha auditorium, Kanchi Kancha
Bhaban, 37 /A Segun Bagicha. Time : 4.00 pm.

Concluding ceremony: Ministry for Women and Chil-
dren Affairs and Shishu Academy will hold the conclud
the weeklong es on Child Rights Week 2000.
Academy Auditorium. Time : 4.00 pm.

IMCB seminar: insttute of Management Consultants Ban-

desh (IMCB) will hold a seminar on “Issues In energy pricing in
desh”. Venue : Ballroom of Hotel Sonargaon. Time : 5.00 pm.

Discussion meeting : Bangladesh-China People's Friend-
shllgﬁssoctatmn (BCPFA) will hold a discussion meeting to mark the
25 of establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two countries. Chief guest : Industries Minister Tofall Ahmed. Venue :
Hotel Purbani International. Time : 5.00 pm.

enue: Shishu

URa]]y: Bangladesh Sikkhak Samity will hold a rally and bring out a

rocession to mark International Teachers Day. Venue: Osmani
dyan. Time: Rally 10.00 am; procession-11.00 am.

BFTA ra]ly: Bangladesh Federation of Teachers' Assoclations

(BFTA) will hold a rally and bring out a procession to mark Interna-
tional Teachers Day 2000. Venue: Central Shaheed Minar. Time: 10,00
am.

Meeting: An emergency meeting of the Sanmilita Tran Commit-
tee o sed by the Jatiya Mahila Songstha. Venue: 28/D, Topkhana
Road. Segun Bagicha. Time: 11.00 am.

Discussion: A seminar on "Modern sewerage systems and the

21" century building technology.” Venue: Building materials exhibition
at Ramna. Time: 3.45 pm-5. 15 pm.

FBShiOIl exhibition: "Art in Iron” an exhibition of Shahrin's

home interiors & fashion exhibition is going on. Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka. 26, Mirpur Road, Dhaka. Time: 9.00 am-12.00
pm and 5.00 pm 8.00 pm till October 21.

Freshers reception: women Entrepreneurs Association of

Bangladesh will hold a refreshers reception followed by a dinner.
Venue: Hotel Sunderban Banquet Hall. Time: 7.00 pm.

Award-giving ceremony: The Shapla Cubaward-giving
ceremony of Bangladesh Scouts will be held. Chief guest : Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina. Venue : Osmani Memorial Auditorium. Time: 11.00
am.

@ ....... and tomorrow @

Comedy Film Week 2000: phaka University film society

will screen The Sunshine Boys, Flubber and a selected movie. The
closlr:ﬁ ceremony will also be held with screening of a selected movie
from the weeklong sojourn. Venue: Shawkat Osman auditorium, Pub-
lic Library, Shah . Time: 10.00 am, 2.30 pm, 4,30 pm. Closing
ceremony will be at 6.30 pm.

Film show: Two French movies Mauvais Sang and Diva will be

screened. Venue: Auditorium of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26
Mirpur Rd. Time: 10.30 am and 6.00 pm respectively.

BBS training: Bangadesh Bonsai Society (BBS) will hold a

training programme. Venue: National Herbarium, Mirpur. Time: 3.00
pm.

Discussion meeting: A discussion meeting will be held to

mark the 26" death anniversary of late Philosopher and politician
Allama Abul Hashim. Venue: Tamoddun Majlis, 141 New Circular
Road. Time: 5.00 pm.

Photography exhibition: The first solo photography
exhibition of Dr Pierre Claquin will be inaugurated. Venue: La Galerie
of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Road. Time: 5.30 pm.

Flute concert: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka presents a Flute

Concert by Murtaza Kabir Murad. Venue: Conference room of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Road. Time: 6.00 pm.

Discussion meeting

« Swadesh Chinta Sangha will hold a

discussion on "Men-Women Relationship and State Mechanism"”.

Keynote speaker : Abdul Matin Khan. Venue : House no 25B, Road No
1, Dhanmondi. Time : 10.00 am.

= No change in temperature
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Light rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
wind is Ilkcmt a few places over Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Barisal
and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Rajshahi division in
next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country

during the period, Met Office sald.
The country's hi tem ture recorded yesterday was 34.3
degree Celsius at Khulna and the lowest 23.0 degree at Rangamati.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:42 pm and rises tomorrow
at 5:52 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Tem ure Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 31.7 25.6 74 76
Chittagong 31.8 23.2 82 80
Rajshahl 34.2 25.8 80 77
Khulna 34.3 23.5 84 89
Barisal 32.0 23.6 83 84
Sylhet 31.0 23.5 93 83
Cox's Bazar 32.2 24.0 80 80

pCCI Seminar: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
will hold a seminar on "Capital Market Development in Bangla-
pects”. Venue : DCCI auditorium (5th floor),

| Comedy Film Week 2000: phaka University Film Soclety

will screen Drop Dead Fred, Hot Shots Part Duex and The Kid. Venue :
Shawkat Osman Auditorfum, Public Library, Shahbag. Time : 11.00

ceremony of

A medical contingent of Bangladesh Army belonging to Bogra area
to the flood affected people of
-ISPR photo

Chapainawabganj yesterday.

President of AmCham Fo

t E Cookson presenting the Keynote paper at a seminar on "lssues in
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Energy Pricing in Bangladesh" in the city. Also seen in the picture (from L to R) Prof. Hafiz GA Siddiqi
of North South University, Dr. M Shamsul Haque of Dhaka University and Dr. Nurul Islam of Insti-

tute of Appropriate Technology, BUET. (Story on Page 1). -Star photo
Country's adolescent | APAC to stage

reproductive health
situation poor

By Staff Correspondent

Adolescent reproductive
health situation in Bangladesh
can not be denoted as "satisfac-
tory,” according to the Bangla-
desh Country Report presented
at the 33rd session of the Com-
mission on Population and Devel-
opment of United Nations.

Bangladesh has the highest
proportion of women under the
age of 20 who are giving birth
every year. The percentage of
adolescent giving birth before 20
years of age are 60 per cent in
Bangladesh, 49 per cent in India,
30 per cent in Pakistan and 22
per cent in the Philippines,
speakers said at the ‘Dissemina-
tion Seminar on Adolescent Sex-
ual and Reproductive Health in
Bangladesh A Needs Assess-
ment.’

With the aim of identifying the
current sexual and reproductive
health needs of adolescent and
youth in Bangladesh, the semi-
nar was jointly organised by
International Planned Parent-
hood Federation (IPPF) and Fam-
ily Planning Association of Ban-
gladesh (FPAB). State Minister for
Health and Family Planning Dr M
Amanullah was present as chief
guest at the seminar held at the
Hotel Sheraton yesterday.

The adolescent population
(10-19 years of age) is expected
to stand at about 30 million or

23 per cent of the total popula-
tion and it is likely to rise to
around 33 million in the year
2005, Professor Abul Barkat, a
researcher, presented this In his
findings.

A substantial proportion of the
adolescents and youths are not
aware of the cause of menstrua-
tion, consequences of not main-
taining menstrual hygiene, con-
sequences of unprotected sexual
act, gonorrhoea, syphilis, method
of transmission of HIV/AIDS, use
of condom for prevention of
STD/HIV/AIDS, menstrual
regulation, causes of STDs and
availability of treatment facilities
of STDs.

A large proportion of the mar-
ried adolescents are unaware of
the need for ante natal care,
check-ups during pregnancy,
post-natal care, emergency
obstetric care and danger of
abortion by untrained persons.

In 1997, out of about 3 mil-
lion child births about 1 million
were born to women aged 15 to
19. Country's adolescent fertility
rate is one of the highest in the
world with 147 births per 1000
women below 20 years of age
which is five times higher than Sri
Lanka.

Noted women activist Dr
Neelima labrahim presided over
the seminar.

Obituary
e

Moulana Shah Zokaul
Haque, father of Brigadier Shah
Akramul Haque of Laxmipur
Dairabari, died on October 1 at
the Combined Military Hospital,
Dhaka. He was 90, says a press
release.

He left behind his wife, 5 sons,
2 daughters and a host of rela-
tives to mourn his death.

* * ok
Zebunnessa Chowdhury, wife

of late Dr SD Chowdhury, former

. Vice Chancellor of Mymensingh

Agricultural University, died
yesterday afternoon at her
Gulshan residence, says a press
release.

She is survived by here only
daughter, 3 sons and a host of
relatives to mourn her death.

Zebunnessa's namaj-e-
janaza will be held at the Gulshan
Azad Mosque after Zohr prayers
today (Thursday). She will be

| buried at the Banani Army grave-
| vard.

Death anniversary
‘w——

The 12th death anniversary of
former secretary, Al-haj MA
Rashid will be observed today,
says a press release.

A milad mahfil will be held
today after Magrib prayers at his
son's residence. All relatives,
Iriends and admirers are

requested to attend.
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The fourth
death anniver-
sary of engl-
neer Shamim
Hossaln
Mithu, eldest
S On of
Muzaffar
Hossaln
Manik, Execu-
tive Editor of
the New
Nation was observed yesterday,
says a press release, ;

Shamim dled of meningitis in

;!;mrml. Canada at the age of

Odhikar survey

From Page 12
the country, the survey revealed.

The ikar report further
said that 22 people were killed, 22
Injured, 38 abducted and raped
in different border incidents
during this period.

Fifteen people were killed, 47
injured, five women raped and 26
people abducted in separate
incidents in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, sald the survey report.

During the last nine months, a
total of 26 cases were lodged
under the Public Safety Act in 10
police stations of Dhaka metro-
politan police. These stations are
Mohammadpur, Mirpur, Ramna,
Sabujbagh, Kotwali, Motijheel,
Lalbagh, Cantonment and
Dhanmondi.

Babubazar

From Page 12
tre of city, was long neglected.
With the commissioning of digital
exchange, trade and business of
the area will d, she said.

She said the government has
so far brought 31 districts,
including Dhaka, under the
digital telephone network. "The
whole country will be brought
under telecommunication net-
work gradually by providing
digital lines In the remaining
districts and upazilas,” she
added.

Hasina expressed her desire to
answer questions f{rom people
through Betar (radio) pro me
every month if the Telecommuni-
cation Ministry makes such calls,

Farticularly the outside calls, toll-
ree

The Telecommunication Minis-
ter assured her that telephone
calls to put questions to the Prime
Minister will be made free.

Hasina also talked over tele-
phone with Dhaka City Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, Kamal Ahmed
Majumder MP, Haji Mohammad

im MP and Segupta Yasmin
MP at the Babu bazar end.

Cricket

From Page 1
only the nine Test-playing
nations were allowed to partiel-
pate.

Bangladesh warmed-up for the
England encounter with a 34-run
win over Kenya and nine-wicket
defeat against Sri Lanka.,

TEAMS

BANGLADESH: Nalmur
Rahman, Khaled Masud, Javed
Omar, Al Shariar, Ehsanul Haq,
Habibul Bashar, Akram Khan,
Aminul Islam, Enamul Hagq,
Haslibul Hossain, Manjurul
Islam, Mohammad Rafique,
Mushflg Rahman and Bikas
Ranjan Das.

ENGLAND (from): N Hussain,
M Trescothick, A Stewart, A
Flintof, G Hick, G Thorpe, C
White, M Elhaam, A Glles, A
Caddick, D Gour)’l. M Hogart, V
Solanki and M Allyne.

procession.

In Dhaka, the APAC city unit
will hold a public meeting at
Muktangan at 4 pm today and
bring out a procession. City BNP
president and APAC convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP* will
preside over the meeting.

Drug destroyed

From Page 12
three cut rifles, five one-barrel
guns, a two barrel gun, 81 forelgn
and local revolvers, 10 pistols,
five pipe-guns, 23 LGs and 47
other weapons of different types
were also recovered by DMP.

The recovered arms were put
on display at the DMP control
Room premises yesterday eve-
ning.

Inspector General of Police
Nurul Huda, Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, police commissioner
and other high police officials
were present at the program.

(Gas reserve
From Page 1
chancellor of North South Univer-
sity, chaired the seminar. The
discussion was participated by,
among others, M Shamsul Haque
of Dhaka University IBA, Terry
Budden of Unocal, Peter Chap-
man of Shell Bangladesh, Bruce

McMullen of USAID.

Editor of The Daily Star Mahfuz
Anam moderated the discussion.

Focussing on energy prices, the
State Minister said those should
be kept at a reasonable level to
spur economic development.

Cookson also argued in favour
low energy prices, saying that
would help industrial develop-
ment.

But Dr Nurul Islam differed on
this point. Low energy prices will
encourage misuse and a very
small percentage of the popula-
tion will benefit from that, he said.

Because of the low price,
Palash and Fenchuganj fertiliser
factories use double the quantum
of gas used by Jamuna f[ertiliser
factory.

Flood

From Page 1
people into Khulna city is likely to
increase, creating an adverse
impact not only on the economy,
but also on law and order and
ublic health, said heads of dif-
erent NGOs, who have reportedly
decided to give relief either in

cash or In kind or both.

Agrani Bank has taken up a
crash programme to rehabilitate
the flood-hit people. It has sus-
pended leave of all its personnel
in Khulna division. With a view to
assess loan requirement of the
alfected people, the bank has put
all their executives, officers and
staff members on alert.

Flood situation in Chowgachha
upazila of Jessore further deterio-
rated today due to the onrush of
water from Moshampur canal.

The entire Pasapole union of
the upazila and nearby
Churamankathi union of Jessore
sadar upazila are likely to be
affected any time, locals sald.

The overall flood situation in
Sharsa upazila has slightly
improved but a large number of
marooned families are still wait-
ing for rescue and relief.

No medical team reached the
villages of Lakshanpur,
Hamidpur, Narikelbarlia,
Sharatola, Dehi, Salkona, Salta,

Khamarpara, Muktadaha and
Nirampur.
Nearly one lakh ple have

been marooned in Chowgachha,
Jhikorgachha, Monirampur and
Keshabpur upazilas, according to
latest reports.

Our Jhenldah Correspondent
adds: Flood situation In
Mohespur and Kotchandpur
upazilas Is improving as water
started receding slowly.,

The flood water level came
down by about three feet in the
last 26 hours. People have started
returning to their houses.

According to Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre (FFWCQ). the
situation In Kushtia, Meherpur
and Chuadanga Is also likely to
improve further in the next 24
hours.

The Brahmaputra-Jamuna
and the Padma recorded fall at all
points.

The Kushlyara at Amalshid
was flowing 46cm above the
danger mark as its water level
rose by 130cm today,

Out of the 46 water level moni-
loring stations of the centre, elght
recorded rise In water levels, 34
recorded fall and one a steady
level.

Humayun Zahir

From Page 12

Humayun Zahir, a leading
businessman, was shot dead by a
group of assallants on the pre-
mises ol his Dhanmondi resi-
dence on April 8, 1993,

Zahirul Haq Khan father-in-
law of Humayun Zahir filed a
murder case accusing seven
people with Dhanmondi thana
the same day:.

The Investigation officer of the
case submitted a charge sheet
before the CMM's court against
seven Including Akhteruzzamna
Babu.

Babu and Abdul Matin who
were granted ad-imterm ball by
the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court In 1997 appeared
before the trial court.

Of the accused Tanmoy, Kai-
ser, and Alam now In Jall-were
produced before the court.

District PP Mohammad All
appeared for the state while Advo-
cate Mahbub Ahmed for the

USGS

From Page 12
export after keeping reserves for
next 50 years.

About the USGS survey he
sald, "We have nothing to hide
about our study” as the method-
ology and technology of the USGS
in making the assessment Is very
transparent and fair.

Humphrey, however, sald
Bangladesh badly needs hard
currency and decision should be
made by the Fovemmfnl keeping
the interest of the people In view.

Asked about any possibility of
signing any accord between
Dhaka and Washington on sale of
gas during the Prime Minister's
visit to USA, he said : "I don't
anticipate any agreement on the
export. We're discussing a num-
ber of issues and this point will be
premature.”

In reply to a question about his
Tuesday's statement about cor-
ruption In the energy sector,
Humphrey said he did not accuse
the government as corrupt. But
there is chance of corruption if an
authority has got the responsibil-
ity of dealing with setting prices,
signing production-sharing
contracts and regulatory author-
ity. "What we want is that corrup-
tion does not turn into cancer.”

Humphrey sald during his
talks with state minister Abul
Hasan Chowdhury they agreed
on a number of issues, including
partnership in energy sector.

"We have reached agreement
on principle on a number of
issues, including energy sector,
and our bilateral relation is thriv-
ing,” he told newsmen.

About US-Bangladesh ties he
said : "We are progressing, we

have institutionalised our rela- |

tionship.”

Shipu murder

From Page 1
the Penal Code.
Ishtiag Ahmed,

thana
and

der case with Gulshan
accusing Shafiul , Jewel
Jubair.

The charge sheet referred to 30 |

younger |
brother of the victim, filed a mur- |

witnesses and 15 alamats, scized |

during the investigation.

During the investigation,
police recorded judicial
statement of one accused Joy
Hasib under Section 164 of
CrPC. Two of the 30 witnesses
also recorded their judicial state-
ments.

According to the charge sheet,
the murder took place when the
accused went to the UAE market
and pressed Abul Kalam Azad,
manager of Shipu's shop, to
replace an old mobile telephone
set. As Azad refusal, the Lillers
shot Azad in his leg.

Being informed, Shipu rushed
tohis s DF, The killers then shot
him in the chest. Shipu was
rushed to Dhaka CMH where he
died soon after admission.

The condition of Azad is critical
as is suffering from Hepatitys-B
virus due to transfusion of
infected blood during treatment
of the bullet injury.

The 10 told the Daily Star
that if the witnesses give state-
ments before the court as was
recorded by him, none of the
accused will be able to escape
punishment.
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Sunamganj AL

From Page

pendence and soverelgnty and
ensure development. If Awam|
League 1s nol reclected, develop-
ment will suffer and people will be
deprived.

¢ Prime Minister accused
BNP Chief Khaleda Zia of selling
oul the Interests of the country
while in power for personal bene-
fit. "They would not hesitate to sell
gas and Independence If they get
yet another chance. Independ-
ence, democracy and ple's
Interest are not safe In thelr
hands.”

She sald conspiracy is on to
snatch away people’'s right to
voles earned through movement.
The four "defeated” parties have
united to grab power by lllegal
means, she claimed.

The Prime Minister criticised
the Opposition leader for calling
hartal at a time when the country
Is facing fNloods In the southwest-
ern districts.

Khaleda Zia, who visited the
flood-affected areas after 10 days
of the onslaught, disrupted relief
operation by calling hartal, she
sald.

Refuting an Opposition allega-
tion the Prime Minister said BNP
governments and the government
of Ershad had followed a foreign

policy subservient to India during
their rule. But now, are
criticising the AL government
which is trying to protect coun-

try's interests.

She alleged that BNP allowed a
massive flow of Indian s into
Bangladesh by reducing duties to
25 per cent from 400 per cent
Thus they turned the country into
a market of Indian goods. Bangla-
desh is now over 25
items to India free of dulles due to

the successful diplomacy by the
AL government.
She sald corruption c¢

have been brnughéh:falmt the
government of eda Zia,
which bought two Airbus aircraft
al a cost of 150 millon US dollars,
while the price was 130 million
US dollars. Her government also
spent additional 15 million dol-
lars In the name of purchasing
spare parts for the aircraft. “There

is no corruption charge against

us.

During the floods of 1988,
Hasina said, the ment of
General Ershad plundered huge
money th’y misappropriatin
relief and depriving the distr
people. There is proof to  plun-
dering relief after the cyclone of
1991 when Khaleda Zia was in

power.

SC should monitor

From Page |

Such cases are not compli-
cated In nature and so, there Isno
reason why Lthe High Court
should be burdened with "piles of
such cases”, he said.

He said the courts passed
verdicts In 47 per cent of the
cases [lled, but only six to seven

r cent cases were settled satis-
actorlly.

‘Why the banks wait so long to
file cases after loans turn bad?.,”
asked Justice Ahmed. "The bank-
ers need not walit so long because
they know well who is a good
borrower and who Is a bad one.’

M Aminuzzaman echoed the
views of the Law Commission
member, saying judges, lawyers
and bankers can prolong a case
for an indefinite period.

He sald the bankers should
also be careful In sanctioning
loans and they should be held
responsible for wilful mistakes.

S A Chowdhury said hardly
eight to nine per cent of the cases
are settled by the courts.

‘If we want to bring about a
change In the banking system,
the attitude of bankers should be
changed and quality of lending
should be improved.” he said.
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Sena Kalyan Bhaban (6th floor)
195, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.

'RE-TENDER NOTICE .

For purchase of 11 unit of Brand Computers
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The Bankruptcy Act Is not
being Implemented properly as
the receivers are not taking
responsibilities, he sald. "There is
no monitoring at law depart-
ments In banks, which need to be
strengthened.”

Filing cases is not enough.
There must be accountability in
monitoring these cases, he main-
tained.

Barrister Shamim Khale8l
Ahmed sald disposal of a suit is
done quickly but the problem lies
in execution. Recovery of
defaulted bank loans Is very poor.

“If we compare the Artho Rin
Adalot with the Bankruptcy Act,
effectiveness of the latter is very
weak,"” he said. '

Dr Sohrabuddin suggested
that there should be provision for
writing ofl bad loans on a regular
basis

Earlier, Md Liakat Hossain
Moral, Faculty Member, Abdul
Jalll Chaudhury, Assistant Pro-

fessor and Md. Mohiuddin
Siddique, Lecturer of BIBM
jointly presented a key-note

paper on 'Enforcement status of
laws relating to defaulted bank
loans’,
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Bank of Small Industries and Commerce

Bangladesh Limited
Head Office, Dhaka

Sealed tenders are invited for supply of Pentium-III brand computer with DAT
and CD-ROM drive. The participant company should be the authonzed
distributor of the quoted brand, and should have at least three years’ proven
experience in supplying computer to any schedule bank in Bangladesh.

Earmest money will be 2.5% of the quoted price. The companies already
participated in the recent tender and submitted earnest money to the bank need
not to submit further earnest money with their offer.

Tenders in sealed cover may be dropped in the box kept at Head Office. Tenders
will be received upto 11:00 A.M. on 15th October, 2000. These will be opened

at 11:15 A.M. on the same day in presence of bidders, if any.

The schedule may be obtained from the Computer Division of Head Office
between 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. of all working days, free of cost. No schedule
will be distributed after 1:00 P.M. of l4th October, 2000.

The offers should have validity for at least 30 (thirty) days from the date of
opening of the tender. The Bank shall not be under any obligation to accept the
lowest quotation. The Bank authority reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all offers, in part or full.

Abul Kashem Md. Shirin
A.G.M., Computer Division




