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" Nikki goes to
 Holl

~__SYDNEY, Oct 3: The teenage
~star of the Sydney Olympics
Upen% and closing ceremo-
“nies, Nikki Webster, has signed
a contract for a major role in a
‘Hol d children's film, an
~Australian newspaper said to-
yday. reports Reuters.
. The Daily Telegraph said 13-
*yvear-old Webster. whose cute
ace and blonde curls charmed
a worldwide audience, would
star in the movie “Vanilla
Corilla” to be filmed in South
Alrica in February.

The film i{s about an albino
gorilla in captivity which uses
sign language to communicate
his plight to a young girl who
befriends him. It is to be di-
rected by Randal Kleiser. who
was behind the movies "Grease”
and “Honey, 1 Blew Up The
Kids™, :

Nikki's manager Lisa Ham-
flton said the call from Holly-
wood came almost immediately
after the opening ceremony was
broadcast in the United States.

“They sent the script out
immediately. 1 read it and Nikki
read it and she absolutely loved
it,” Hamilton told The Daily
Tel‘e.?-aph tabloid newspaper.

ebster first performed on
stage at the age of five, She
sang a duet with Michael Jack-
son during his 1996 Australian
tour and has starred in Austra-
lian stage musicals "Les Miser-
ables™ and "The Sound of Mu-
sic’.

She is also planning to re-
lease a CD of her Olyvmpic
songs “Under Southern Skies™,
from the opening ceremony,
and "We'll Be One”, used in the
closing festivities.

Greetings from
the Queen

SYDNEY. Oet 3: Britain's
Queen Elizabeth today sent her
congratulations to all involved
in staging the Sydney Olympic
Games, which have been judged
the greatest ever, reports AFP.

“Please convey my con-
gratulations to all those who
worked so hard at the Sydney
2000 Olyinpic Games. not only
the organisers, but all those
who participated and ensured
the event's resounding suc-
cess.” she said in a message 10
Governor General Sir William
Deane.

“The result was a tribute to
all that is best inn Australia.”

Prime Minister John Howard
decided that Deane should open
the Games rather than the
Oueen whio. as Australia s head
ol state, should by convennon

have perfonued the ceremonial
OPeInng.
But the decision was made

prior to the constitutional refer-
endum last November when
Australia appeared likely to vote
in favour of replacing the queen
with an Australian as its head
of state.

An invitation to the Queen to
perforin the opening would have
beeu seen as a highly contro-
versial and provocative move.

Teen queens
renew ties

FILDERSTADT. Germany,
Oct 3: Martina Hingis and Anna
Kournikova have renewed the
partnership that last vear took
them to five titles. including the
Australian Open and Chase
Championships. and the final of
the French Open. reporis
Reuters.

They beat Nicole Arendt and
Manon Bollegraf 6-3. 6-2 in the
first round of the 535.000-
dollar WTA Grand Prix on Mon-
dav. and announced themselves
delighted that they had com-
bined so well again so quickly.

“For our lirst match it was
not bad.” said Hingis.

“We plaved verv well together
before so we had no fear to go
into it again. We Kknow each
other well and just had to findl
the feel again. Sometimes i
freshens yvou up as a team
when vou haven't plaved for a
while "

Neither Hingis or Kournikova
harboured any regrets about
their decision not to play in the
Olvinpics. Kournikova spent a
few days in Moscow. and then
plaved in Luxembourg. Hingi-
relaxed and became a tourist in
the Czech Republic.

I was tired after the US
Open and needed that break,”
said Hingis.

"It was a very good decision
not to play. | spent a few davs
in the Czech Republic and was
like a tourist in Prague for a
couple of days. | also went to
some soccer games and saw
Arsenal against Sparta. and
back home | saw Chelsea.”

In slngl;:: play. fifth seed
Amanda tzer was the only
seed in action on the opening
day.

She breezed past Croatia’s
Silvija Talaja 6-4. 6-0. and
Patty Schnvder of Switzerland
defeated Romania's Ruxandra
Dragomir 6-3. 6-4. In the only
other match, Zimbabwe's Cara
Black claimed a 7-5. 6-1 victory
over Barbara Schett of Austria.

Black made a good start in
the opening gaine and then
racing 1o a 5-2 lead. But she
allowed the Australian into the

maich and to level at 5-5
Black, thou

. reasserted her-
self and broke to lead 6-5 and

then served ot lor the set

in the set. Black
swept the first four games and
this time stayed on top of her
discouraged opponent,

“But [ was happy wit :
ground  strokes 5 "T,?;{,

loday,
really felt solid, | thlnlg‘r 1 could

Elal:u; got l? lhefucl a little more.
was just feeling so gooc
the back. It was a . nmt:li
:f:nm“::?tnﬁdencr- * becanse
a yttle tred now at the o
ra e L at tllg endd
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COOL AUSSIES! Sensational swimmers lan Thorpe (R) and Susie O'Neill smile during the
ticker-tape parade to honour Australia’s Olympic team in Sydney yesterday.

_ AFP photo

Sydneysiders salute 'em

SYDNEY., Oct 3
Don’t Stop!!

Aflter seven years of prepa-
rations and then two weeks of
action-packed Olyvinpic compe-
titton and partying. it seems
Sydneysiders can't let go of the
Olympics.

Two days after the 2000
Olvmpics concluded with a
bang in a massive fireworks
display on Sydnev Harbour.
hundreds of thousands of
spectators lined city  streets
Tuesday fromm the landmark
Opera House to Svdney's Town
Hall to cheer the Australian
team on a victory parade.

Belore presenting the kev to
the city 1o the Olvinpic team.
Sydnev Lord Mavor Frank Sar-
tor heaped praise on the Olym-
pics and the Olympians.

It was Australia’'s "best ever
performance, in the best ever
Olympics and in the greatest
city in the world.” he said.

Australia. a sports-loving
nation of about 19 million peo-
ple. placed fourth on the medal
tallv with 58 medals, including
16 gold.

Almost 48 hours after the
closing ceremony, the ath-
letes were still basking in
glory. And the plan is for the
party to continue with similar
parades in the inter-state
capitals of Melbourne and
Brisbane.

On a perfect Spring after-
noon. the Australian team
marched or rode on the back ol
cars through cily center as a

(AP/AFP):

flag-waving crowd crammed
into every vantage to getl a
glimpse

The parade was televised live
_—

on TV for those who couldn't
make it.

Almost 600 athletes and
hundreds of officials filed
through in the alphabetical

order of their sports. with arch-
erv pold medalist Simon Fair-
weather in the leading car.

Some of the biggest cheers
rang out for swim star lan
Thorpe, who was a 13-vear-old
hopeful standing behind- the
barricades during the reception
for Australia's Atlanta Olymnpi-
ans four vears ago.

I  guess things have
changed.,” he told reporters as
he sat in an open-topped car,
proudly wearing his three gold
and one silver medal.

“It's amazing to see how
many people have all come out
to give their congratulations to
the Australian Olympic team.

Australian Olvmpic Com-
mittee president John Coates.
who was also a key member of
the Svdney organising cominit-

tee, sat between track stars
Cathy Freeman and pole-
vaulter Tatiana Grigorevia in
another car.

Freeman was among the
most relieved athletes on the
team alter taking gold e the
wonien's 400 metres to cap a

memorable Olympics for her.

A proud Aborigine, Freeman
lit the Olympic cauldron at the
opening ceremony in a gesture
of reconciliation between in-
digenous and non-indigenous
Australians.

“I'm so proud I'm so re-
lieved. you guvs are heavy,”
sald Freeman, explaining that
she was happy to no longer
have the hopes of the host na-

tion riding on her shoulders

“This has given me memo-
ries that I'll treasure forever,
she added.

Freeman was judged by her
Australian peers as the most
popular female athlete at the
Sydney Games.

In a tribute to Australia’s
new queen of the track. New
South Wales state premier Bob
Carr. whose government bank-
rolled the Olympics, dropped to
one knee as he Kissed Free-
man's hand belore she spoke to
the crowd.

Australian team captain An-
drew Gaze, who has repre-
sented Australia at basketball
in five Olympics, accepted a
symbolic key to the city - Svyd-
ney's highest civic honour
from Sartor,

Australia’s newspapers were
still full Tuesday of Olympic
news and pictures of celebrat-
ing Australians.

Photos of Prime Minister
John Howard “crowd surfing™ at
the athletess party Monday
night were splashed across the
front page of Tuesdays Austra-
lian newspaper

In bold letters above photos

ol Freeman. Grigorevia, swim-
mer lan Thorpe and long
jmmper Jai Taurima, the Syd-

ney Morning Herald carried the

headline: ~“Thanks for the
Memories.”

Howard said the Games
which have been widely ac-
claimed as the best ever, had

given Australians a renewed
sense of worth.

“They've been an extraordi
nary. positive two weeks lor our

country,” he said.

hinese

BELING., Oct 3: President
Jiang Zemin and members of
the all mighty Communist Party
Politburo welcomed China's
Olympic team home today from
a Games that grip].u'ﬂ the
world s largest country in joy
and patriotism. reports Reuters.,

Jiang invited the team to the
Great Hall of the People on Ti-
ananmen Square hours after
they flew in from Syvdney to a

raucous airport welcome after
the country's finest Olympic
performance.

The alrport welcome from

hundreds of students waving
gold pompoms. paper Chinese
flags and authograph books.
seemed to overwhelm some of
the athletes, It was led by Vice
Premier Li Langqing. one of
China's top-ranking otficials

“I had no idea it would be so
lvely.” sald judo gold medallist

Tang Lin. "1 should have prac-
used my signature more,” she
sald, referring to the fmpor-

tance Chinese place on good
calligraphy.

The athletes proudly dis-
played their 28 gold, 16 silver
and 15 bronze medals - by far
China’s best Olvipic haul.

Garlands were throwr)
around their neeks and Nowers
thrust into thelr hands as they
made thelr way slowly through
the crowds at Beijing airport on
Monday night.

The officlal Xinhua news
agency did not report immed|-
ately what Jlang said to the
teaun at the Great Hall of the
People.

But the sense, apparent in
newspapers aover the past flew
davs. that the Svdoney Games
were a greal moment in Chinese
history was likely to be reflected

n the Great Hall of the People.

heroes welcomed

Li said the team “made a
historic breakthrough at the
Olvimpics, l|1;1tning honour for
the motherland. strengthening
pride of the Chinese people and
imspiring patriotic enthusiasm.

The Beijing Youth Daily
printed its banner headline,
“Trinmphant Return.” in gold.

“Our Olympic athletes are
soldiers of the motherland and
dauntless heroes,” said the
China Sports Daily.

A return in such trinmph

looked unlikely on their depar-
ture from China

The sports authorities had
st axed 27 athletes Irom the
squad after “suspicious” drug
tests, including six of the seven
woinen distance runners from
the "Ma Family Army™ of coach
Ma Junren who had been ex-
pected to challenge for medals

Also oul were swimmers wlio
had won glory at other top in-

Henman put
thru’ hoops

HONG KONG. Oct 3: Brit-
ain's Tim Henman had to come
bhack from one set down to beat
unseeded Israeli Harel Levy and
reach the second round of the
Hong Kong Open on Monday,
reports Reuters. |

Hemman, the world number
11 and second seed here,
struggled to beat Levy 4.6, 6-1,
6-4 In one hour 48 minutes at
Victoria Park,

‘L didn’t execnute my shots as
well as | would have linked.”
sald the 26-year-old Heniman . |
missed a couple of shots when |
shouldn’t have ”

ternational meetings, out ol
fornmi or busted for drugs

lop Chinese sports officials
muttered that the team would
do well to come back with 16
jolds and to hold on to the
hmrlh place in the medals table
they took at the 1996 Games in
Atlanta.

Instead. their 28 golds took
them to third spot in the table

behind the United States and
”ll*-.\.l..l
And not a single Chinese

athlete, so lar, is known to have
tested positive at the Games. In
stark contrast. US oflicials were
accused In Sydney of covering
up positive tests, |

China. In hot pursuit of the
2008 Games, said its drug
testing programime was second
to none and others should take
it as a model.

The steady drumbeat o the
state-controlled Chinese press
has been one of a triumph won
in true the Olympic spirit of fatr
plav and honest endeavour.

That, they imply. proves
Beijing is the place to hold the
Games after Athens stages the
2004 event.

It was one Fareign Ministry
spokesman Sun Yuxi used in
response (o what state media
sald was the presentation of a
motion in the US Congress
asking the International Olvin-
ie Committee to block China's
id, presumably ever the usual

allegations of human rights
violations. ’
Sun replied. not with the

usual angry Chinese response
ol “Interference (n our internal
affairs™ or "hurting the feelings
ol the Chinese people” but by
saving mildly that the Chinese
performance in Sydney  “bhest

embodies the Olympie spirit.” |

Sport

Organisers
snubbed

SYDNEY. Oc¢t G- The man
behind the planning of Olyvinpie
Gammes hatled as the best ever
staged has been  denied  the
1OCs (op honour on the orders
ol Olymples Minister Michael
Kinght, It was reported here
today, says AFP

Svdney QOrganising Commit-
tee for the Olvimpic Games (5S0)-

COC) chief executive Sandy
Hollway received  the  silver
Olymple Order instead ol the

gn]ti after  Kolght  intervened
personally to block the top hon-
Oy

Citng 1OC sources, the Svyd-
ney Morning Herald said Knight
had told International Olympie

Conunitiee (1O presicdent
Juan Antonio Samaranch  he
would not accept an hononr

himself if the 10OC granted Holl-
way its highest award
The man responsible for the

opening and closing ceremo-
nies. Rie Birch. who has also
won international  praise foj

brilliant planning and choreog-
raphy, recelved nothing

Birch, who was known to
have had a poor working rela-
tonship with Knight, was re-
ported last week to have said he
“tidn’t give ... about Knight,

Fhe slight o Hollway and
Birch 1s seen here as reminis-
cent of the backbiting and
scandal that pervaded the or-
ganisational team belore the
games started on  September
15, but which appeared to have
been wiped away by the succes
of the games

Hollway had
sively sidelined by
in the last month
Games appointed

heer ProOogres
nnight, wii
hefore

the head ol

the COIyvanpi Coordinating
Authority, David Richinond. as
SOCOCG director general ovels
Hollwavy

Then on the day of th

opening ceremony Hollway was
told ”l.-” there was 1o 1}1,[11 (%]
him in the prestige
known as the tribune ol hon
our, although Riclunond and
his wile were there with Knight

Richmond received the gold
Olympic Order at a breaklast
attended by several hundred
Olvimpic staff and volunteers at
wlhich 10C ofticials paid tribute
to Lthe Svdney which
Samaranchh on Sundday (1t
scribed as the best eve

Hirch, the
maesiro of ceremonies who alss
planned the opening and ol
g 11 \tlanta

ZANIes (leserih
L
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\Vustralian-born

Cerenionies @l
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\nita Delrantz 1the
[OC’s four vice presidents who
sit on the 10C's ruling executive
board. confirmed to ABC radio
on Tuesday that someone had
blocked their unanimous wish

to give Hollway the gold award
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Samaranch points to Athens

SYDNEY. . Qat 3:;
hours of hailing the Svdney
Cames as the best ever, 1OC
president  Juan  Antonio  Sa-
marianch put Athens on notice
to specd up preparations lor the
2004 Sumner Olymples.

Samaranch sald the Greek
poveriunent needs to do more Lo
overcome three vears of chronic
delavs in construction of ven-
nes and other projects

I think with the new organ-
ising conmittee things are go-
ing much better,” he said in an
Interview Monday with The As-
saociated Press.

But we need another step
forward. The cooperation of the
government  must  be  much
more fmportant. The pgovern-
ment must be more involved in
the Games.”

Samaranch warned earlier
this vear that the Athens
Games were in danger because
of the delays. Since then,
Cilanna Angelopoulos-Das-
kalaki, who led the Athens bid,
was brought back to run the
organizing committee, and Pre-
mier Costas Simitis has  as-
sumed government control over
the Games,

Bt Samaranch sald Athens
should go a step further and
follow  the model of Svdney,
where the head of the organis-
ing commiltee was also a gov-
erncnt nnister

Angelopoulos-Daskalakli

Within

Ihl“'

Marsh, Roberts in
race for India job

BOMBAY (Reuters): Forimer
Australian coachh Geofl Marsh
and former West Indian fast

howler Andy Roberls are aimnong
four candlidates to succeed
Kapil Dev as India's coach, a
senjor Indian  cricket oflicial

| sala on illl"‘\ll..*"'n

'he two other candidates are
John Wright, lormmer New Zea-
land opening batsmen, and
Dean Jones, the former Austra-

lian imniddle-order batsinail
Javwant Lele. secretary ol the
[1oard of Control for Cricket in
India (BCC]), said

We will decide by the end of
this month.” Lele told the news
Fulad JUA Dy TrI"1r|i-III.'f irom
Baroda in the western statlq |

LHIaral
[ e saic ALC Viuthiiah

resicdent ol the BCCYE, will haw
he linal word on Seje taig L
11 ol (JeACH )

Kapil Dev resigned as India's
coach last month in the wake ol
stigations into matel- hixing
allegations

Anshuman
appointed interim coach. He is
with the Indian team plaving in
the [CC Trophy in Nairobi

LTa%'e
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complained the government has
not done enough to eut through
red tape and must work faster.
Gireece's public sector Is notorl-
ous for its lack of organisation
and slow pace in completing
construction works., '

"A huge work like the or-
ganisation and carrying ont of
the Olyinpic Games cannot be
done at the pace of the Greek
public sector, Angelopoulos-
Daskalaki told the Greek daily
newspaper Ethnos,

Government spokesinan
Dimitris Reppas on Monday
denied rumounrs the flamboyvant
head of the Athens Organizing
Caommittee had threatened to
resign because she was frus-
trated with bureaucracy.

The umrnlur after the flame
was extinguished in Sydney,
Samaranch took a few moments
to reflect on the emotions he felt
closing his 10" and last Games
as head of the International
Olympic Comunittee,

‘I wasnt sad, but | was
emotional,” he said. "I had 20
vears behind me as president of
the 10C. | was thinking | was
very lucky. 1 was very lucky the
last games were the best games
ever in Olvimpic history.”

The BO-vear-old Spaniard
still has 9 % months to go be-
fore he hands over to his suc-
cessor al the [OC session in
Moscow i July

Cotdl the st dave antil the
last nunute, | will work as the

luldl president, executive presi-
dent.” he sald

Samaranch said he expects
there will be a maximum of

three candidates.

The two top contenders are
considered lo be Jacques
Rogge, the [0OC executive from
Belginum who oversaw the Svd-
ney Games: and Canada's Dick
Pound, who negotiates Olympic
lelevision rights and heads the
World Anti-Doping Agency

Other possible candidates
include Australian [1OC vice
president Kevan Gosper and
South Korean executive board
member Kim Un-yong

Samaranch had disap-
pointed Atlanta in 1996 when
lie described the Centennial
games only as “most excep-
tional.” But he gave Syvdney and
Australia the 1IIIHH¢1I! accolade
al Sunday night's closing cere-
INOonL

T1
1 115548

are my last Games as
ICH ]ur!-m!ff"'lti " he said They
could not have been bette;
[herefore, | am proud and
happy to proclaim that you
have presented to the world the
best Olympi

sdamaranch said Sydney
the two main conditions he
always sets for the
the Games: superior organisa-
tion and great performances by

Lrames ever
inet

svuccess 0Ol

the home teain. Australia won a
national record 58 medals.

“It's incredible, the fourth
country in the medal table, a
country of 19 million le,”
he said. “I think it's mm
that helped a lot the success O
the Games.” '

At the opening ceremony wo
weeks ago, Samaranch received
a call advising him that his
of 45 years, Maria Teresa, was

ravely 1l in Barcelona, Spain.
le flew home the next morning.
but she died before he arrived.

Samaranch returned to Syd-
ney a few days later for the re-
mainder of the Games, all the
while keeping his emotions 10
himself. :

“It's very personal for me”
he said Monday. “If T have to
cry, lery.”

These Games were crucial
for Samaranch and the 10C to
rub off the lingering stains
caused by the bribery scandal
centering on Salt Lake City's
bid for the 2002 Winter Games.
Ten 10C members were ousted
for receiving cash, gifts and
other favors.

He cited the induction of
eight athletes as [OC members,
including Ukrainian pole
vaulter Sergei Bubka's election
to the ruling executive board, as
a defining moment in the 10Cs
reforin process.

“It means the reforms of the
IOC are not only words. they
are facts,” Samaranch said.

Malik pleads
with Gen Zia

KARACHI., Oct 3 (Internet
report): Disgraced former Paki-
stan captain Salim Malik has
appealed to Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chiel Taugir Zia to
reverse the life-ban he received
for his suspected involvement
in match-fixing.

According to Karachi-based
newspaper Dawn sources Malik
met General Zia after failing to
satisfy the PCB’'s show cause
notice for the second time.

Malik is also concerned that
his ban will prevent hiin from
turning out for his side Habib
Bank who appear to be threat-
ening disciplinary action
against their captain il he is
unable to play

Malik was also believed to
have pointed out to Zia that the
games and series In which
maich-fixing supposedly took
place were in fact won by Paki-
stann. However., he left the
meeting without the assurances
hhe was looking for as General
Zia merely advised him to make
his reply to the show cause
notice more specific.

RETURNING TO I'TS ROOTS: Greek gold medalists and Athens” Mayor (2
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from L) act as Olympic flag-bearers as soldiers

present a guard of honour at Athens Airport yesterday. — AFP photo
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