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Declaration of Strategic Partnership signed

Delhi, Moscow won't join any

military or political blocs

NEW DELHI, Oct 3: Indian and
Russlan leaders signed a declara-
tion today pledging not to joln any
military or political blocs and to
avold treaties or agreements that
would infringe on each other's
national security Interests,
reports AP,

The "Declaration of Strategic
Partnership,” signed by Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
India’s Prime Minister Atal Beharf
Vajpayee, moves relations
between the two countries even
closer than the "friendship and
cooperation” of Soviet times.

“Today's meeting was
extremely important and brought
exceptional results,” Putin said at
a joint news conference. "The
talks have shown that the long-
term national and geopolitical
interests of Russia and India
coincide.”

Since relations between India
and the United States had
warmed up after the Cold War,
analysts sald Russia may have
feared its longtime South Asian
friend was tilting toward Wash-
ington. Moscow s already upset
about the expansion of NATO to

2 suffer burn
injuries as
dacoits hurl

crackers
By Staff Correspondent

f"iJS coﬁoffi—cials blast

Two inmates of a house and a |

pedestrian suffered burn Injuries
when a gang of dacoits hurled
crackers at them at Shelkh
Shaheb bazar at Lalbagh in the
city yesterday evening, hospital
sources said.

The injured were Salman, 20

Sujan, 12, inmates of a residence

and Tajul Islam, a pedestrian.
The incident took place when
the gang of six entered a tin-shed

—e

house at Sheikh Shaheb bazar at |
| Assistant Secretary lor Interna-
| tlonal Aflairs in the US Depart-

about 7:15 pm.
Sensing the presence of the
dacoits, the inmates of the house

cried out for help. Responding, | _

the local people came and chased |
the gang along with the pedestri-

darls.

The miscreants tried to escape | §
from the area by hurling crackers | §

{ts borders In Europe and wants
to head off any alllances to the
south.

The terms of the declaration,
far more specific and binding that
any of the statements aboul
future relations made belween
Vajpayee and US President Bill
Clinton last month, show that the
Indian-Russian ties developed 50
years ago have not loosened.

Pulin called the document "the
foundation of our relations.”

The declaration, signed at the
outset of Putin's three-day visit to
India, pledges the two countries
to avoid armed conflict directed at
one another.

But It goes further, ensuring
that neither country will join any
alllance or assoclation, or sign
any understanding that infringes
on the other's territorial integrity
or sovereignty.

That guarantee could help
India in its dispute with Pakistan
and China over borders. The
agreement appears (o commit
Russia to India's side, a reitera-
tion of the stand taken in 1955 by
Soviet leader Nikita Khruschev,
who declared that all of Jammu

and Kashmir are an Integral party
of India.

Pakistan, which has fought
two wars with India over Jammu
and Kashmir, also claims the
region in its entirety and a UN
declaration calls for a referendum
in the region.

Putin has been said to be con-
templating a visit to Pakistan,
reversing decades of Soviet pol-
icy. However, Russian Forelgn
Minister Igor Ivanov, traveling
with him, told reporters the visit
has not been planned yet.

"This strategic partnership
between the sides Is not directed
against any other state or group
of states and does not seek to
create a milltary-political alll-
ance," the declaration sald.

In the agreement, Putin and
Vajpayee also promise that their
countries would Iinform each
other of planned foreign policy
initlatives in the International
arena and hold regular political
and foreign office consultations.

Putin said, "The traditional
partnership between Indla and
Russia has been tested by time
and it Is the most Important

stabilizing factor, not only for the
Asian reglon, but for the whole
world."

The declaration, signed in
Hyderabad House, a former
mansion of one of India's princes,
also commits India and Russia to
close cooperation at the United
Nations and to working together
for reduction, and eventual elimi-
nation ol nuclear weapons, and
nuclear nonproliferation.

The latter appears to be a con-
cession by Indla, whose govern-
ment has repeatedly sald it sup-
ports global ellmination of
nuclear weapons, but opposes
the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty that limits them to the
United States, Russla, France,
China and Britain.

Reuter adds: Putin today called
for concrete efforts to restart
peace talks between India and
Pakistan and defuse tension In
the region,

There was no immediate reac-
tion to the comment [rom New
Delhi, which has traditionally
balked at third party intervention
In its difficult relations with
Islamabad.

Dhaka for failing
to pay gas bills

By Staft Correspondent

Officials of US oil companies
yesterday bitterly criticised Ban-
gladesh authorities for what they
called not paying the bills for the
gas they supply and also lor not
allowing export of gas

The visiting US energy olliclal,
Calvin Humphrey, assured the
US companies that he would
ralse the issues at meetings with
Bangladesh officials.

See also Page 6

Humphrey, Principal Deputy

ment of Energy, addressed a
breakiast meeting sponsored by

American Chamber of Commerce
in Bangladesh (AmCham), It was
attended by officials of US oil
companies.

"There s absolutely no excuse
for companies not being paid for
the services they provide or the
natural gas they deliver. Con-
tracts must be honoured. I am
aware of the fact that some US
firms are not being paid and I can
assure you that this an issue that
| am pursuing here in Dhaka, and
will continue to be an advocate of
this untll sanctity of contracts
become the status quo in Bangla-
desh business practice,”

See page 11 col 6

Hasina urges Saudi
govt to take more
manpower from
Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday urged the Saudi Gov-
ernment Lo take more manpower
frem Bangladesh, reports UNB.

"Our workers are hard working
and sincere. Your government
can take more labourers from our
country,” she said when newly
appointed Saudi Ambassador In
Dhaka Abdullah Bin Mohamed
Al-Obald Al-Namla called on her
at the Secretariat.

Hasina said the government,
which is trying to expand its
labour market, has sent a team to
survey the labour market In
Middle-East countries, including
Saudi Arabia.

She said her government is
also striving to expand export of
other country products, includ-
ing processed food and agricul

See page 11 col 5

INSTANT IMPACT: India's young left-arm fast bowler Zaheer Khan, who took three wickets on his
debut, unsuccessfully appealing against Kenya's top batsman Ravindu Shah during the opening
match of the ICC Knock Out tournament at the Nairobi Gymkhana ground yesterday. - AFP photo

The Election Commission is
busy linalising the new voters' list
by October 26 and preparing the
voters' computer database, the
first such arrangement in the
country.

Initially, the commission will
sel up a central database provid
iIng eight basic information of
each voter at the EC Secretariat
and expand it up to the district
level through Wide Area Network
(WAN).

"Perhaps, it will take three
more months to reshape f{inal
voters' list from the dale of its
publication on October 26. How-
ever, this list will be ready for use
in any election after October 26, "

oStar Report

said a senior EC official.

A crucial meeting of the 15-
member inter-ministerial techni-
cal committee is due today at the
commission's conference room to
select the competent bildders for
publication and preparation of
the database.

“We have collected almost all
Information regarding the voters,
excepting from some thanas in
the Rajshahi Division to finalise
the list within the stipulated
time,” said an official involved in
the preparation of voters' list.
Terming the task of designing the
database as new and compli-
cated, he said, "We have to look
for the most competent bidders

in which the three were injured. | B8

The wounded were
Dhaka Medical College Hosplital.

However, Lalbagh police said
that they were not Informed
about any such incidents.

In another incident, a house-
wile sustained bullet
when a gang of dacoits opened
fire as she cried out for help at
Namapara of Mothertek at about
10 pm on Monday.

The dacoits entered the house |
of one Amir Uddin and started |
police and |

looting wvaluables,
hospital sources sald.

Moti Begum, wife of Amir, cried |
for help but as soon as she raised |

her volce, the gang shot at her.
They then took away 15 tolas of
gold omaments, Tk 25,000 In
cash, and other valuables worth
about Tk 1.5 lakh.
Critically injured Moti Begum

was sent to the DMCH. A case was |

filed with Khilgaon police station.

wounds |

rushed to | §
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Sheets of water all around. A family on rafts in search of a high land in Moheshpur upazila in

Jhenidah district yesterday.
-- Star photo by Delwar Kabir
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Notice for Projection Meeting

#t Projection Meeting will be held on 10 October 2000 at
# 10:00 AM. in the Conference Centre (7" Floor) of
e FBCCI (60, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka) under the
§ Chairmanship of the Chairman, FBCCI Election Board.

§ All voters of the FBCCI Election 2000-2002 are
f requested to attend the meeting.

Election Board, FBCCI |
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600000 high-tech workers to
- get US visas 1n next 3 yrs

WASHINGTON, Oct 3: The US

Senate passed election-year
legislation today to provide
600,000 new visas over the next

three years for overseas workers
sought by the burgeoning high-
tech industry, reports AP.

"There Is overwhelming una-
nimity that we must act in this
fashion If we are to keep our
economy strong,” sald Sen.
Spencer Abraham,

The 96-1 vote, while expected,
lollowed weeks of partisan wran-
gling over efforts by Democrats to
also allow more illegal immi-
grants and political refugees to
remain in the United States.

The majority of high-tech
workers who take advantage of
these visas come from India and
China.

"The short-term problem is
how to fill the key positions imme-
diately so that we don't lose
opportunities to foreign competi-
tors or so that we don't force
American businesses (o move
offshore to where skilled workers
might live," Abraham sald.

Sen Orrin Hatch, a Republi-
can, sald Democrats "have (ried
to make this into a political brou-
haha, which it didn't deserve."

But Sen. Harry Reld, a Demo-
crat who supported the visa bill,
expressed disappointment that ft

lacked measures (o benefit other
immigrants. "l think the (Republi-
can) majority made a terrible
mistake in that regard,” he sald.

The Senate bill would allow the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service to Issue up to 200,000
six-year temporary visas annu-
ally for the next three years to
skilled forelgn workers.

Under present law, the govern-
ment Issued 115,000 H-1B visas
during the fiscal year that ended
Saturday. With no new legislation
the celling would fall to 107,500
this year and to 65,000 next year.

An alternate House bill, vehe-
mently opposed by compuler
software companies, would it
the celling entirely on the six-year
visas but condition them to
employers' paying the immi-
grants at least dirs 40,000 a year
and not using them to I'CF]HCE
Americans on their payrolls. It
was approved by the House Judi-
clary Commitiee.

Technology companies con-

tend that 300,000 jobs are going

unfilled for lack of qualifled work-
ers; labor unfons argue the com-
panies want more immigrants to
put downward pressure on the
wages of Americans holding the
same jobs. -

Despite bipartisan support for

letting high-tech companies
major campalgn contributors to
tmlln parties in this election hire
more Immigrants, House Repub-
llcans have dlisagreed among
themselves on how to do it.

The bill approved by the Judi-
clary Committee would require
companles using the visas to
increase the uu;'-:.hnn pay of their
US workers In addition to estab-
lishing job projections for them.

50 houses torched,

by miscreants
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA, Oct 3: About 50
makeshift houses were torched at
Kaliganj-Lebukhall under
Banlapara thana here Monday by

miscreants, allegedly led by OC of

a local police station.

More than 60 ple including
women and children were hurt
during the Incident. The miscre-
ants also hurled hand made
bombs at the villagers.

Villagers, who tried to resist,
suffered serlous burn while
about 350 familles living In the
makeshifit houses on the Khas
land fled fearing attack.

The motive behind the attack
was to grab the khas land for
shrimp culture, sources sald,

New voters' list will be
ready by Oct 26: EC

who have sufficient logistic sup-
ports and experience in comp it-
ing.”

The database will have the
following basic information about
the voters: serial number, identity
card. number, name,
father's/mother's/husband’s
name, profession, date of birth,
age and address.

Apart from the central data-
base, the EC will store basic facts
about the voters in CDs. ’

More than 1,000 businessmen
are bidding for the tender for the
voters' list and their database.
The bidders have also been
invited to attend today’s meeting

See page 11 col 7

The number of voters in the
country has increased by more
than 24 per cent compared to
that before the last general
elections.

In Bhola district, the increase
is more than 50 per cent.

Election Commission (EC)
sources said the rise in number
of voters was due to a "well
planned and well organised”
door-to-door drive to register
voters which continued from
May 15 toJune 24.

As per the draft voter list,
there are now 7,46,75749 volers

Number of voters go
up by 24pc

By Staff Correspondent

in the country. In 1995, there
were 6,01,41877voters.

An EC official sald that in
1997, population of the country
was 12.43 crore. And as per the
1991population census, there
should be 7,41,82240 voters --
people aged 18 years and above
-- in the country now.

In Bhola, the number of vot-
ers has risen from 7,3584 to
10,60670. The sharp rise
prompted the EC to investigate
the matter.

A team of EC officlals who

See page 11 col 8

One held in Ctg
on charge of
killing his
Kuwaiti employer

A Bangladesh national who
allegedly killed his employer in
Kuwait a year ago was arrested
from Mirersharai in Chittagong
yesterday, police sources sald,
reports UNB.

They sald Billal Kabir Miah, 39,
son of Sabit Miah of Ekhlashpur
village in Begumganj upazila of
Noakhali, worked in the house of
Hajl Ali Mousa Al-Mohamed in
Kuwalt.

He allegedly killed his master
on October 10 last year, put the
body In a relrigerator and fled to
Bangladesh using a Iriend's
passport.

See page 11 col 5

Sutrapur double
murder case : 2

accused held
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested two
FIR listed criminals in connection
with the double murder case in
Surtrapur in the city.

A team of Ramna police accom-
panied by its officer-in-charge
ABM Sultan Ahmed arrested Arif,
25 and Shah Alam, 26 from
Segun Bagicha area at about 4 in
the afternoon,

Police saild that the two FIR
listed youths were absconding
since the murder, which took
place inside the Rifle club at
Sutrapuron September 16.

Teenagers Moshin and Saem
were called out from thelr resi-
dence and their mutilated bodies
were recovered from the sewerage
line on the following day.

JCD activist
beaten to death
* L - -
in Sirajganj
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 3: A JCD
aclivist was beaten o death in
front of his residence at
Dakatiapara under Sadar u
of the district at 6.30 pm today.

The dead was Iidentifled as
Jahangir, 24, son of Abu Zafar
Mollah and a student of
RIM Degree College, police said.

A gang of armed miscreants
numbering ten led by o
Jel Hossain stabbed and beat him
mercilessly.

He died on the spot and four
others who tried to save him were
also beaten by the miscreants.

Local people sald, the incident
was a sequel to yesterday's clash
between two groups one led by
Jahangir and other led by Jel
Hossain. Ten people were injured
during the clash.

A case was lodged with
Sirajgan| Sadar thana.

Fans break into
gunfight at
football match

A frenzied brawl between foot-
ball fans supporting two teams
erupted into a gunfight at the
west gallery of Bangabandhu
National Stadium last night,
reports UNB.

A dozen people including some
hawkers were injured.

The soccer violence ensued as
the supporters of Arambagh and
Rahmatgan] sporting clubs
shouted and provoked each other
while cheering their teams to win
the match.

"Hundreds of spectators at the
gallery panicked on hearing
sudden gunshots amid the
melee,” an eyewitness said.

The rival fans chased each
other inslde the gallery and at one
stage police swooped wielding
batons and clubbed the unruly
fans.

Police brought the situation
under control after about thirds
minutes. J

Rahmatganj won the match 5§
a tiebreaker.

Fire from exploding
transformer burns
3 trucks in city

By Staff Correspondent

Fire from an exploding over-
head transformer swepl down on
three trucks loaded with imita-
tion bangles and drums of chemi-
cals, completely destroying two
and partially damaging the other
at Armanitola in the city.

One of the trucks escaped with
partial damage when (ts driver
managed to drive it away from the
inferno. :

The fire also partially gutted a
nearby warehouse. The highly
inflammable Imitation bangles
and the chemicals kept burning
for about two hours spreading
toxic fumes in the congested area
of the old towm under Kotwali
thana.

Fire fighters said the fire
started at around 6 a.m. and
continued till 7-45 a.m. before
they could bring the blaze under
control with the help of five fire
brigade vehicles.

Fire fighters were yet to esti-
mate the extent of damage till

| writing this report.
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Export Promotion Bureau
Information Division
122-124, Motijheel C/A

Dhaka-1000
No-EPB/INF/DITF-01/01/2000/2022

Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are hereby invited by 3.00 PM on 10.10.2000 from
renowned advertising agencies/designers to design and print the
following publicity materials  for the Dhaka International Trade Fair-
2001. Tender schedule can be purchased from the common Service
section of Export Promotion Bureau during office hours till 9-10-2000

at Tk 400 (four hundred) only (non-refundable). _
- 5000 (five thousand) copies

(1)
)

(1) For local participants-1500 {one
thousand & five hundred) copies

(Black & White) b
(2) For foreign participants-1000
copies (three colors as pef

specification) _
2 Design lay-out of folder and posters along with sample of
paper have to be submitted with the tender proposal.
3, Publication section of the Bureau may be contacted for more

Member-Secretary, Publicity Sub-Committee
Dhaka International Trade Fair-2001 &
Director, Export Promotion Bureau

Dated: 01-10-2000

Bangla-2000 (two thousand)
copies
English-2000 (two thousand)

copies
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