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VIVA ITALIA! Italian kayakers Beniamino Bonomi and Antonio Rossi (L) jubilate just after

winning the men's K2, 1000 metres final, on Penrith Lake yesterday. The pair took the gold

medal.
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SYDNEY, Sept 30 (AFP):
Felix Savon joined legendary
compatriot Teofilo Stevenson in
the Olympic boxing hall of fame
with his third consecutive gold
medalySaturday. But it could
have béen four.

Had it not been for Cuba's
boveott of the 1988 Seoul
Games there is every reason to
believe Savon would have sur-
passed Stevensons hattrick of
Olympic titles achieved between
1972 and 1980

The long-limbed 33-year-old
has dominated his division for
more than a decade, winning
the first of six world titles in
1986 before his three Olympic
golds in Barcelona, Atlanta and
Sydney.

" His glittering CV and a
dearth of talented heavyweights
in professional boxing are be-
leved to have attracted numer-
ous multi-million dollar offers
to turn professional.

Most promoters agree Savon
could name his price — and
infamous US ringmaster Don
King once tried tempting him

American eves
mean business

SYDNEY, Sept 30: Lisa Les-
lie and Natalle Willlams each
scored 15 points as the United
States won Olympic womens
basketball gold for the fourth
time in the past five Games
witlhh a 76-54 victory over Aus-
tralia here Saturday, reports
AFP

Since starting their domina-
tion in 1984 at Los Angeles. the
US women have lost only three
ames in Olvmpic competition
and settled for less than gold

only once. taking bronze in
1992

The Australians settled for
their best Olympic women's

pasketball showing. The Opals'

only prior medal. a bronze.
came in 1996 at Atlanta.
Sheryl Swoopes. the

Women's National Basketball
Association scoring champion
who has led Houston to all four
league crowns, added 14 points
while Yolanda Griffith had 11
points for the Americans

Australia was paced by 20
points from 19-year-old centre
Lauren Jackson

SYDNEY, Sept 30 (AFP): Mo-
rocco's Hichain El Guerrouj will
miss the finale of the Interna-
tional Amateur Athletics Fed-
eration (IAAF) Grand Prix sea-
son in Doha. Qatar

El Guerrou] complained of a
pain in his left thigh after his
shock defeat at the hands of
Kenya's Noah Ngeny in the
150m final on Friday night.

OUAADI LAST HOPE

French fert?l(%l] legion corpo-
ral Mohamed Ouaadi has the,
hopes of France weighing on his
shoulders in Sunday's men's
marathon,

France — despite a suc-
cessful Games in other sports
— have not won a single medal
in track and field.

Emotional problems and
injuries ended the challenges of
Marie-Jose Perec and Eunice
Barber while sprinter Christine
Arron and 1996 Olymplc pole
vault champion Jean Galfione
also flopped.

But the history books bode
well for Ouaadi, who was born
in Morocco. France's 1956
Olymple marathon r:hampion
Alain Mimoun was also from
North Africa. He won in Mel-
" bourne — the only other time
Australia staged the Games,

WINNING FORMULA

The victorious Bahamas

women's 4x100m relay team lay
credit for thelr gold-medal run-
ning down to continuity.
_ rauline Davis-Thompson ran
' the third leg. joining Seatheda
} Fynes Chandra Stirrup and
Debble Ferguson in the winning
line-up.

And. unlike Jamaica and the
Linfted States. they ran in €x-

SN
o oactly the same order as their
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' Savon king of t

with a 20 million dollar cash
carrot.

But the fiercely patriotic Cu-

ban is firmly opposed to giving
up life in the amateur ranks.

"There {s* nothing greater

than the love of one's country-
men,"
rejecting offers to turn his back
on Fide
land.

Savon has sald, when
Castro and his home-

He has also dismissed pro-

fessional tmxinF as "dirty."
i

" do not like professional

boxing. There is a tremendous
difference
style and professional boxing.

between Olympic

'In the professional ranks

the athlete {s not protected at
all and of course the main in-
terest is earning money. It's a
very dirty sport.
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—AFP photo

"In Olympic style boxing the
amateur sport is very clean and
it's truly something that is good
for the athlete.”

So venues such as Las Ve-
gas' Caesar's Palace and New
York's Madison Square Garden
will probably never be graced by
Savon.

"I have won to create history
for Cuban sport," said Savon
after his Olympic win on Satur-
day.

A planned post-fight press
conference was later cancelled
by the reclusive Cubans.

" Professional WBA heavy-
weight world champion Evander
Holvfield said Savon was look-
ing old last week, but he still
proved too good for his rivals in
Sydney to cap a mighty career.

-
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- FANTASTIC .FELIX: Felix Savon, the two-time Olympic

champion boxer from Cuba, having a taste of the gold medal
he won in the men’s heavyweight category yesterday

World Championships winning

run Ist year

“This is for all the people of
the Bahamas,"” Davis-Thompson
said.

DOUBLE DUTCH TREAT

Cyclist Leontien van Moorsel
and swimmer Inge de Bruijn
share two obvious thil'}Fs in
comion — both are Dutch and
both have won three golds and
a silver in Sydney.

But there's something else
they share in gommon — both
have distinctive fingernalls.

Besides her obvious ability
in the pool, De Bruijn's long,
manicured nails have been one
of her distinctive features In

Sydney.

But Van Moorsel also has
manicure nails. As she cele-
brated her third gold medal
Saturday they were painted in
the red, white, and blue colours
of the Dutch flag.

ACCOLADE FOR
DRESCHSLER

Germany's Helke Drechsler
will carry her country's flag at
the Closing Ceremony of the
Sydney Olympics on Sunday.

Drechsler's victory In the
women's long jump folled Mar-
jon Jones' bid to win five gold
medals — the American would
later also miss out in the
4x100m.

It caps a memorable 17-year

career at the top level for
Drechsler. ‘
FREE TICKETS

Five thousand volunteers at
the Sydney Olympics will get
free tickets to the Opening
Ceremony, Sydney Games or-
%amaers (SOCOG) announced
Saturday,

I,
i L

—AFP photo

With 50,000 volunteers
working at the different Olym-
pic venues and support facili-
ties SOCOG admitted a lot will
be disappointed.

But SOCOG spokeswoman
Liz Smylie said: "We will try and
make It as equitable as possi-
ble.”

TEMPERATURE ON
RISE

With so many athletes done
competing, the Olympic Village
was turning into Eart}.«' central
by the final weekend of the
Games.

Australlan marathon runner
Lee Troop, forced to stay - in
training until the very last day,
was feeling a bit envious as the
other competitors let their halr
down.

"It's tough," he sald. "We get
35 condoms each. 1 suppose I'll
have to take them home with
me because | haven't been able
to use them."

Despite Troop's claim that

the sexual energy in the V‘ll]a%f
1 "

was "at an all-time high," V
lage mayor Graham Richardson

insisted: "I haven't seen a lot of

open bonkage.

“If there is, it's being done

with great discretion.”

BANG, BANG BANG!

Fireworks fatigue must be
Central
where no
fewer than 97 fireworks display
ranted
during the two-week Olympic

setting in  Sydney's
Business District,
permits have been

period.

The firework feast actually
started before the Games, with
Issued between

3B  permits
August 6-20.
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Amazing Algerian

SYDNEY, Sept 30: Algenia's
Nouria Merah-Benida pulled off
a stunning upset when she won
the womern's 1.500-metre
Olympie title here on Saturday
night, reports AFP.

Merah-Benida won in a slow
4mins 05.10 seconds ahead of
Violeta Szekely of Romaniar
and her teammate Gabricla
Szabo, who added the bronze to
her gold from the 5,000 metres
earller in the week.

World number one Suzy Fa-
vour-Hamilton, who had lead
for almost half of the race, ap-
peared to get tripped coming
down the final straight an
crashed to the track. She man-
aged to get up and finish but
even before the fall she had
faded out of medal contention.

It was later revealed that Fa-
vour-Hamilton had collapsed
from exhaustiorn.

"“She Is being treated for de-
hydration at the Olymplc sta-
dium medical facilities,” said a
statement issued by the inter-
national Amateur Athletics Fed-
eration (LIAAF)

"She is being treated with
[.V. fluids and is responsive and
is being tended to by stadium
gtaff and the US dElE%{nliﬂn'a
medical team. No visable con-

tact occurred to cause her to
fall and at the moment it ap-
pear the fall was not injury
related," it added.

The 29-year-old Merah-
Benida kissed her vest before

SYDNEY, Sept 30: Cuba
staged a magnificent recovery
two sets down againsl
Russia Saturday to become the
first women's team to win the

volleyball gold medal three
times 1In succession, reports
AFP.

The Caribbeans, who have

claimed every major trophy over
the past decade, showed their
courage as well as their brilliant
blocking and electric spiking to
05.97. 32-84, 25-19. 15-
18. 15-7 in | hour 43 minutes
It was another major disap-
pointment for the Russians,
who were silver medalists be-
hind Cuba in the 1999 World
and last month's World
beaten the

Russia had

champions in the preliminaries
— just as they did at Atlanta
four years ago — and their con-
fidence

stood them in good
stead in the first two sets when
the Cubans failed in the critical

closing stages.

Buf Cuba's capacity for win-
the
fore again. They similarly sur-
a five-set scare against
Brazil in the semis and this was
not uncharted territory.
Drawing on the experience of
teamn captain Regla Bell, Ana
Fernandez and Regla Torres,
members of Cuba's previous
two victorious Olympic teams.
the champions came out with
all guns firing in the third set.
Torres and Yumilka Ruiz,

whose spiking attempts had
been blocked in the first two
sets suddenly had Russia's
“Twin Towers” 1.94 Elena

Godina and 1.91 Evgeunia Ar-
tamanova leaning in the wrong
direction. In a startling trans-
formation. Cuba dominated the
third and fourth sets {rom the
start to square the match.

The Russians were rocked
on their heels and Cuba main-
tained the momentum in the
tie-breaking fifth where they

PROUD FAMILY: Kristine Armstropg, wife of US cyelist
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taking an Algerian flag and
ang on a victory lap as she
ollowed In the footsteps of
compatriot Hassiba Boulinerka
who won the 1500m in Barce-
lona eight years ago.

“This was a victory for Arab
women,” she sald. "Europeans
have sponsorship and facilities
but we have courage and
heart.”

It was a sweet moment for
Szekely who had impressed
during the heats. The 35-year-
old missed out on a medal at
the World Championships in
Seville last year when she fin-
ished fourth.

Making her last Olymple ap-
pearance, Szekely was delighted
with the silver,

"This was it. I don't feel un-
happy. I'm proud to end my
Olympic career with a silver,”
she smiled.

"Merah kicked too hard and
my legs just could not carry me
with her," she added. '

With 400 metres to go Szabo
looked to be out of the race as
she languished at the back ol
the field but a surging run saw
her pass eight runners to dip
over the line to win the bronze.

"I thought 1 was going to win
it in the last 400 metres. It's a
shame | didn't but it doesn't
matter that much. That's
sport,” she said.

The race had been thrown
wide open when

Russia, the defending cham-
pion, pulled up Injured in her
opening heat

hree cheers for
han women

opened up a 5-2 lead and im-
proved on this for an 8-5 cush-
o at the change-over,

Inexorably, the Cubans drew
further ahead and it was fitting
that Torres produced the win-
ning kill and was immediately
mobbed by her ecstatic team-
mates.

Cuba, who currently hold
the World Championship, World
Cup and Grand Prix titles now
have a third Olympic gold for
their bulgu:f, trophy cabinet,

Ruiz and Bell were joint top
scorers for Cuba with 23, while
Artamanova scored 24 and
Godina 22 for the Russians.

An elated Torres said: "These
last few games have been the
most difficult of all my career.
This has been one of those
achievements | won't forget all
my life."

FEarlier Friday, Brazil beat
the USA 25-18, 25-22, 25-21 to
win the bronze medal for the
second time in successior.

Decade-old
drought enas

SYDNEY, Sept 30: Russia’s
Yelena Yelesina ended a 10-
year wait to claim the Olympic
high jump gold here on Satur-
day, reports AFP.

The 30-vear-old mother last
won a major title when she took
the European Junior Champli-
onship in 1989.

But the wait ended when she
sailed over 2.01 metres at her
second attempt, beating South
Africa's Hestrie Cloete, who also
clear 2.01m but had more [ail-
ures at lower heights.

There was a tie for the
bronze medal between Kajsa
Bergqvist, of Sweden, and Oana
Manuela Pantelimon, from Ro-
mania. Both cleared 1.99m.

In the best quality women's
high jump for some time. Yele-
sina managed a perfect record
in her first five jumps at lower
heights. -

Lance Armstrong, cheering on her husband with son Luke,

from the stands as Lance receives his bronze medal in the
men's individual time trials yesterday.

~-AFP pholo
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the strongly
farcied Svetlana Masterkova of
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| the Games going

ETHREAL ETHIOPIANS: Deratu Tulu (L) of Ethiopia and
compatriot Gete Wami embrace each other after bagging
the gold and bronze medals respectively in the women's

10,000 metres final yesterday.

SYDNEY, Sept 30:

women's 10,000-metre

new record,
AFP.
The
champion clocked
17.49 seconds to finish

Olympic
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Derartu
Tulu of Ethiopla won a gripping
final
here on Saturday night in a
reports

28-year-old Barcelona
- 30mins
more
than five seconds ahead of her
teammate Gete Wami with At-
lanta gold medalist Fernanda

—AFP photo

bhronze.
The previous record of
31:01.63 had been set four

yvears ago by Ribeiro.

‘| am more experienced than
was always
going to be an Ethiopian race.
The others were just not up 1o

in Barcelona. It

it." said Tulu.

It was a devastating run by
Tulu, who proved her comeback
from the birth of her child and
a series of injuries as she made
the 400 metre

her break at

on target

Ribeiro of Portugal taking the

dav

SYDNEY, Sept 30: Jamaican
sprint legend Merlene Ottey
finished her extraordinary
Olympic career with yet another
minor medal. silver, here on
Saturday in the 4x100 metres
relay and declared that it might
have been gold if the team had
practised more, reports AFP.

The 40-year-old, who In Six
Olympics has won eight medals
but never gold, claimed that if
they had practised more she
might well Law: finished with a
gold but she added that after all
the protests over her inclusion
ahead of champion Peta-Gay
Dowdie in the individual event
slte hadn't raised the issue o
avold more tension.

"To come in and get silver is
some cansolation,” she said.

“We had a great chance lor
gold but I lost a metre thanks

to reeeiving the baton from
Beverley Mcgbonald in the small
of my*back ...still at least 1 did-
n't drop it," she added.

However, Ottey, who was
winning her 35th medal in a
major championships, sald she
felt that her successful battle to
clear “her name following the
two ear ban imposed last
August fdr testing positive for
nanecolgne — it was quashed
for lack of evidence — felt like
an Obhmipic gold medal.

I @, a fighter and 1 was
deterntied to clear my name,”
she sald.

“Thipse
days:

were my darkest

Ml Jfelt_like someébody who . around the sport because
by . |

'.' . b
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CUBAN CARNIVAL: The Cuban women'’s volleyball team 1s
‘exultant after clinching the gold by beating Russia yester-
—~AFP photo

had been given the death sen-
tence incorrectly
wanted to do was hide away.

"l really thought I was In a
coma and the world had gone
funny since the eclipse had just
happened,” she added.®

Ottey, known as the Lion
Queen for the moment when
bedecked in gold jewellery and
sporting a golden mane she
kept Marion Jones and her
other rivals wailing as she
prowled back to the start of the
1997 100m world final following
a false start, believed that there
was somebody out there trying
to get her.

| only had two months to
train and then when I arrive in
the village and there are these
protests by some of my fellow
athletes just four days before I
raced 1 thought man there's
somebody who really doesn't
want me to run.” she said.

] think it was too much lor
me to run four rounds S0 soon
after returning but If I race well
enough next year I might well
show up at the world champi-
onships because they (the IAAF)
robbed me of a title last year,”
she added.

Ottey, who IS a two-time
2001 world champion, said she
refused to call it a day because
of her insatiable appetite for the
sport.

"I can’t say that I'm going to

retire now because | have done
(brat belore and then once |1 ger
out onto the track for just a jog*

| love it so much that | return
the cirenit,” she said.
“If 1 retire 1| will not

and all I

‘time as Gail Devers but

jsrponds and defend
won iif At

PM's denial

SYDNEY. Sept 30: Aust
lan Prime Minister John Me
ard Saturday dismissed speeus
lation here that the 2004 Olyvin. .
ple Games could return to Syd. 3|
ney at Athens' expense, reports £1
ik’ T nal Olympie §|

The Internatio :
Committee has warned Athens
2004 organisers that Ume was
runnln% out {o resolve an arra 3
of problems including lm -
venues, accommodation, trans-
port and communications. -

Criticism of the Athens
preparation has led to specula-
tion in the Australlan media
that the Games may return to
Sydney, but Howard sald he
was confident the there would |
be no change from Athens. »

"Greece have got the
Games." Howard said. .

"I am quite certain the peo-
ple of Greece and Athens will
rise to the occasion very effec- =
tively, and they will do It with
great flare,” he sald referring Nk
the "sentimental symbolism |

of =

ack to Ath- |
ens. é .
Howard did not rule out an-
other Olympics Down Under |
but said: "Being realistic, e

not looking at the return of the

Games to Australia for some

time yet.” ! 4
1OC president Juan Antonle™"" " =

Samaranch warned Athens in . -

April that the Games could i

in danger unless organisation

was drastically improved. -

|
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Tulu simply swept out ing &
front and neither Wami, the'
current world champion, nor
Ribeiro could answer.

‘I realised from early on b
was running for the minor
medals,” admitted Ribeiro. |
iwo Ethiopians were too strongs

tonight.” P |

It was heartbreak for Brit- °
ain's Paula Radcliffe who had"-’
led from the gun.

Radcliffe instantly set a
cracking pace that split the field
wide open.

Within eight laps there were
only five runners in it — Rad-
cliffe, Tulu, Wami, Ribeiro and
Kenya's Tegla Loroupe.

With two laps to go, Kenya's
hopes dled |

out of contention.
Radcliffe still led but when |

of the medals.

"I chose the most difficu
tactic. | knew it was going to
hard, but 1 wanted to risk |
and try and win gold,"
Radclifie.

""With six laps to go it was
very difficult. I risked evengs
thing for the gold and now B&
don't have any to show o}
all the hard work | have done,
she added.

i 3
Coming ofage |
SYDNEY, Sept 30: Ethiopia’s

Million Wolde came of wheny®

he won the Olympic 5,000 me: E

tres title here on Saturday, re=ga= .

ports AFP. | |
The 21-year-old who won thel

world junior title two years ago

and finished eighth at the

World Championships in 3

a year ago, ran his race 1o per-g

fection. beating out seconda

placed Ali Saidi-Sief of Algerias

and Morocco's Brahim Lahlaii. o8
With no one prepared to S

a fast pace. Wolde bided hiS

time before pouncing 200 mes

tres out. i S
He burst past the 22 _

old Saidi-Sief who had et |

the lead but simply had an- 8¢
swer to the Ethiopian's power.

It was another heartbreak
Lahlafi who lost out i

i
. .-.‘-‘.

for

Seville in the dash for the lin

after leading the last lap.

been in it since [ was 14 and
want to turn my talents to-
wards fashion and design.” she
added. y
Ottey, who is also desperate”
to marry and have children, put
her enduring ability and lon- &
gevity down to her incrediblys
strong character.
"Others wilt after a-couple ©
finals defeats.” she said. .
"1 was able to rise up when F
lost and start from scratchy
again.
“l had the ability to put aside
disappointments,” she added.
Ottey said that of all the
Olympic finals she had ‘cons
tested the only ome she felt she
should hasv’ won was the {0
in 1996 when she ran the same =
Lout s |
USRS

on a photofinish,

Fischert
greatest

SYDNEY, _" [ pt 30; « I g
Fischer C the : ;
canoeist of all-time here Satu

day winning her ninth mede .

and mld-m an Olympi b

ca ssannmg 20 years, ’ 1 L
ports AF g

The -38--vcar*uld was a mei

m crew which came fron
b !D;il-

&nf the German women's K :J

hind to pip Hun

1ta, |
*The race wasn't really tha

good, but the main thing s th

gold,” Fischer Saic
aying down the cance (
, : ¥ 4




