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B Conmdy Film Week 2000: pDhaka Untversity Film Society
- Mecrqm Parosh Pathor. Gold Rush, Hﬁukfi'mmd The Great
" Dictator on the second day of Its Comedy pek 2000. Venue:

wkat Osman Auditorium of Public um Shahbag. Time: 11:00
~am, 2:00 pm, 4.30 pm and 7.00 pm respectively.

'Exhibition: mMirpur Laboratory School Inaugurates an exhibi-
~ to s and posters. Venue: School
~ Courtbari, Mirpur. Time: 3.00 pm-5.30 pm.

Bangladesh Education Board Retired
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ld Habitat
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-" L.J' e the marking
. _;Memorlajﬂﬁl.'l‘lm: 10:00am.

- Rally: 1slamic Trade and Commerce Limited (ITCL) will hold a rally
. ‘aprotest the recent attacks on Its trade and sales centres. Venue:
 Pitdoor Stadium, Paltan Maldan. Time: 10:00 am.

auguration: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate
e programmes on occasion of World Habitat

Memorial Hall. Time: 10:00 am.

e: 9:30 am.
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Day: prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will

World Habitat Day, Venue:

Day. Venue: Osmani

U

premises, 2/3

~als Welfare Association will hold a discussion meeting to mark

“International Day of Older People”. Venue: Conference

cation Board. Time: 4.00 pm.

Room of Edu-

Ilv: Left Democratic Front will hold a rally to protest
mmunansm. price hike of essentials, terrorism, extortionism elc.

enue: Paltan Maidan Gate. Time: 4.00 pm.

Bympo

sium: Bangladesh Education Boards Retired Service-

men's Association will hold a symposium to mark International Day of
der Persons. Venue: Conference Room of Board of Intermediate and
dary Education. Time: 4.00 pm.

 National Guider Conference: Bangladesh Girl Guides

Guide House, Balley Roa
6.00 pm”.

-;?Mam begins a 3-da(}' long National Guider Conference. Venue:
. Registration will be held from "4.00 pm-

Group sculpture: A weeklong group sculpture exhibition will
be tnaugurated. Works of 7 contemporary artists in different media as

wood, metal, paper and [ib

reglass will be on show. Venue: Zainul Gal-

lery of Institute of Fine Arts, DU campus. Time: 5.00 pm.

Seminar: Shobar Jonnya Shasthya (Health for All) will hold a
seminar on "Homeopathy for Cure of Diseases”. Keynote speaker: Dr
Shahida Akhter. Venue: Gonoshasthya Nagar Hospital, House No
14/E, Rd No 6 /A, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5.30 pm.

i

Comedy Film Week 2000: phaka University Film Society
(DUFS) will screen Patch Adams, God must be Crazy-1l. Pushpok. the
Nutty Professor. Baby's Day Out and The Mask. Venue: Shawkat Osman
Auditorium of Public Library, Shahbag. Time: 9.00 am, 11.00 am, 1.00
nm. 3.20 om. 5.30 nm & 7.30 nm resnectivelv.

seports UNB.

. Dry weather forecast

' Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tem
ary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Chittagong division and at
‘one or two places over Barisal division in next 12 hours till 6 pm today,

+ Weathér may remain mainly dry and sunny ¢lsewhere over the coun-

‘try, Met office said.

:  The country's highest tem

perature recorded yesterday was 35.2

‘degree Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 23.6 degree Celsius at

‘Srlmcm.ga]

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.46 pm and rises tomorrow

at 5.50 am.

*  Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in
_some major cities and towns yesterday were:

*City/Town Temperature Humidity in
« in Celsius percentage

: Max Min Morning Evening
-Dhaka 33.2 25.8 63 60
“Chittagong 31.6 25.0 95 78
Rajshahi 33.0 25.3 78 86
Khulna 35.0 26.2 73 87
Barisal 34.0 25:5 80 95
-Svlhet 34.5 246 69 71
30.3 26.0 88 92

Cox’s Bazar

From Page 12

Important structural shifts, both
in terms of markets and sourcing,
are to be ted in the near
future as well as in the medium to
+Jong term.

_ ese signals need to be
treated as wake-up calls and
; bells for Lﬂe country's
, RMG sector.” the paper said.
- It also broadly ussed the
.much-debated SAARC
' Cumulation under which Bangla-
SP
facilities for its export to the EU

% using raw malerials of SAARC

' orl
y :arapu' sald that even if
' regio cumulation becomes
operative, the additional margin
‘1o be accrued to Bangladeshi
| of RMG will be insignifi-
«cant, under two per cent of the
: value.
. 'On the other hand.
cumulation may create disincen-
-tive for the local spinning and
: industries. Under the
« clreumstances, agreeing to the
"RC may not have been a well
move by the govern-

- ment,” the le paper said.
shnulcf::.art rene-
Lng with the SAARC Secre-
: t as regards a review of the
«regional cumulation. “For this to
Bangladesh will now
take initiative to restart
tions with the SAARC

member countries, specifical
with India, on a bﬂatcrpa?c hasia?
- Speaking on the SAARC
Cumulation, Commerce Minister
‘M Abdul Jalil said the govern-
.ment s actively engaged in study-

'Ing the possible implications of

‘happen.
have to

. Jthe recent changes In the rules of

criteria ol the EC in terms
of competitiveness of the RMG

- segtor In the EU markel and

Impact on the backward
aclivitles in the textile

™ - v 4
. "Any future step will necessar-
dly Involve consultations with all

Ahe Important stakeholders,” the
‘minister said.

m mng of Kiel Igit:

‘Centre for Trade Policy |
ACTPL), focused on a\m?i] Eotadv;u

’f - Garments: US market

greatly, particularly from the
more lenient treatment by the

EU.

"But there are factual indica-
tions that when quotas are elimi-
nated countries like Bangladesh
may be neglected and production
shifted to other locations like
China,"” Spinanger said.

He also said that countries
close to the USA and the EU have
location advantages, which Ban-
gladesh cannot t. "Hence it
must do everything to ensure that
getting in and out of the country
and connection up with the coun-
try is as easy as elsewhere.

He said that esh has
profited from the existence of
quotas, their removal will put the
country to the test as to whether
the textile and clothing indus
can undo an image which
hurt it qul;freas price r:waa
important in the past -- and here
Loo Ba.nglladesh profited -- in the
future clothes need to be pro-
dueed just in time and almost on
a much shorter [ashion season
than now exists.

If Bangladesh does succeed In
clarifying the above issues, there
is a good chance that such
clothes could also be uced
there. lrnot.meraiaﬁrowm
rates that Banglades ibited
in world trade will be a thing of

thcspast.
peaking on the occasion State
Minister for Textiles AKM
Jahan Hossain o ing the
SAARC Cumulation sald that this
nal cumulation was llchr to
yleld short-term benefit one of the
six sub-sectors In the textile and

a industry which Is the
-

€ e cumulation may
have adverse effect on other five
sectors which needs 1o be taken
under consideration before decid-
ing further,”J r sald.
Additional Commerce Secre-
tary Fazlul Huq said that a study
on SAARC Cumulation was
underway and the findings will be
submitted before a sub-
committee for Its recommenca-
tions, The Commerce Ministry
will act on the recommendations.
Former commerce minister
Shamsul Islam sald that the
Issue has given births to heated
debates and should be dealt with
critically. “We have to decide
protecting national interest”.
Professor Muzaffar Ahmed
contradicted the observation of

L ]
-~ 1n coma
CHITTAGONG, Sept 30: The
alling Prof Pulin Dey, presidium
mern of Bangladesh Awaml
Mﬁlgiamamma.m rs BSS.
"Prof Dey, who suflers paraly-
sis and old age complications, is
now in coma,” attending physi-
clan sald while contacted last
night. He has not been taking any

food orally since September 25,

The 99-year-old antl-British
ter Pulin Dey has lost all
Eﬁntcﬂ strength and may col-
pse at any moment, doctors

said. -
A devoted politiclan and bach-
elor, Prof Dey 1s now In his sister's

residence at Joynagar,
Chakbazar In the city.

CID starts probe

From Page 1

A tense situation prevailed In
the camps of Awami League, Jubo
League and Chhatra League
following the filing of an FIR by
wife of advocate Islam on Thurs-
day accusing 15 persons includ-

Pourasava Chalrman Abu
Taher for the abduction.

The town residents were living
in panic. They were scared by gun
shots and explosion ol crackers
after sunset al Dattapara,
Bottala, Syedpur and Mollarhat
of Sadar Upazila.

Flood

From Page 1
out in the affected areas.

Seven unions in Shalikha and
Sadar upazilas in Magura district
have been flooded as Phatki river
swelled further due to on rush of
water from across the border.

In Satkhira, 25 more villages in
Kolaroa upazila have been
affected by flash flood. Jarapur
bridge in Sonabaria union has
been washed away.

The affected people has started
moving to safer places with their
be!onF,lngs.

Sufferings of the flood-hit
people in other parts of the dis-
trict have been mounted due to
scarcity of pure drinking water
and inadequate supply of relief
materials.

Gunmen

From Page 1

Villagers alleged that the gang
of 25-30 was led by Laxiipur
Union Parishad Chairman
Saifullah Biswas Montu and
identified terrorists Nazrul and
Ansar In the operation.

The marauders fired on the
watchmen indiscriminately and
stormed iInto and looted the
homes at Sripur village one alter
another.

They fled the scene firing gun-
shots and threatened to kill any-
one dare to watch the villages
once again.

rolice in a raid seized a double-
barrel gun, one rifle and 45 bul-
lets from the house of UP Chair-
man Saifullah. A case was filed in
this connection.

Seminar on
Palestine

A seminar on 'Palestine and the
status of Jerusalem' was held
yesterday at the seminar room of
Bangladesh Institute of Islamic
Thought (BIIT), M E Shahta
Zarab, Ambassador of Palestine
and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps
was present as the chief guest,
while Dr M Shamsher Ali, former
Vice-Chancellor, Bangladesh

University and the Chair-
man of BIIT, chaired, says a press
release.

After the address of welcome by
the Secretary General of BIIT,
Zohurul Islam, the keynote paper
was presented by Ahmed Farid,
former ambassador and a secre-
tary to the government of Bangla-
desh. Vividly focusing on the
historical dimension, contempo-
rary predicaments and prospects
of the Palestine issue, Farid
raised some critical points in the
context of present deadlock in
Palestine peace process. The
paper contested the Jewish claim
of 'divine homeland' as they refer
to Palestine and reasserted the
historical, anthropological, and
geopolitical justification of Mus-
lim claim to the Palestine.

Death anniversary

The 22nd
death anniver-
sary of econo-
mist Prof Malik
Khusro Chow-
dhury will be
observed lo-
day, says a
press release.

On the occa-
slon, a milad
mahfil will be
held at his villmmmc al Kaw-
aljani, Tangalil, Asr prayers.

Chowdhury joined the Dhaka
University in 1976 as Prolessor of
Economics De ment. He was
also the Chairman of the Bureau
of Economic Research. Before
joining the Dhaka University, he
was the Chalrman of Economics
Department, Jahangirnagar
University and Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Soclal Science.

* &

The 14th
death anniver-
sary of Abdul
Khalek, foun-
der director of

Group

observed 1o-
day, says a
press release.
A milad
mahfil will be held at the lacto

Dean Sp that there are 22 | of Bengal Group at Savar at 1
reasons that are hindering Ban- | noonon the occasion.
gladesh's growth, Prof. Muzaffar The lactory and office of Bengal
 sald of the 22, he could find only | Group Ltd will remain closed on
- two observations relevant. the occasion, the release added,
-.;.- e PR =, T
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasin

a distributing

Moheshpur Upazila under Jhenidah district yesterday.

relief materials among flood-affected people of

-PID photo

Roundtable on 'Bangladesh Economy: Now and In 2025’

"Protect strategic sectors from
the grip of politics'

Professor Wahiduddin
Mahmud at a roundtable yester-
day said the politics In the coun-
try Is now the 'fastest growing
business' and most of that busi-
ness belongs to the darker side of
the economy.

As a result, he said, the men-
ace of extortion, including collec-
tion of illegal tolls and protection
money, now pervades most
sectors of the economy and it
has spread to remote village
markets,

Professor Mahmud was speak-
ing at the roundtable on "Bangla-
desh Economy: Now and In 2025"
in the city, organised by Rapportl
Bangladesh Limited and spon-
sored by Rhone-Poulenc Rorer
Bangladesh Ltd.

He urged the political leader-

By Staff Correspondent

of such politics.

Stressing on the efficiency of
the port service to achleve high
growth for a country that devised
export-led growth policy, he said
the country sometimes suffer
from the disadvantage of being
landlocked because of work stop-
pages in the Chittagong port.

"The Chittagong port has
earned the reputation of being
one of the most inefficient ports in
the world, not because of lack of
physical facilities, but because of
unhealthy politics of trade
unions," he said.

In this connection, Professor
Mahmud sald recently he came to
know from a seminar that only 50
individuals control the port activ-
ities.

Talking on the US demand for

government should have taken
this as an opportunity to create
political consensus on making
the trade unions free of all the
vices.

If such move failed, he said,
government should have argued
that the ground realities of the
trade unionism In the country are
far from establishing ideal trade
unions, and suggested that in
legal system there could be 'spe-
cific regimes’ for restricling cer-
tain civil rights.

There are certain areas in the
US where citizens do not enjoy
certain civil rights, he said, men-
tioning that residents of Washing-
ton DC can't vote for the Congress
and Senate and right of collective
bargaining is not allowed in cer-

ship to protect the strategic sec- establishing trade unions in the lain malfla-controlled neighbour- |
tors of the economy from the grip EPZs, Professor Mahmud said the  hoods in New York city.
Terrorism
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one raised any question about
sincerity of the Chief Election
Commissioner after the elections,
she added. "l hope democracy
would continue its march for-
ward."

She, however, voiced her con-
cern over the increasing use of
money and muscle in elections.
"Black money owners are driving
politicians out of politics as bad
money drives g money out of
circulation.”

Motia said over the four years
the government had done many
good jobs but there is still a lot
more to do, especially in areas
where it failed to deliver.

She said that absence of the
opposition lawmakers in the
parliament proceedings is hinder-
ing the practicing of democracy.
"Had they been there, they could
have exposed the loopholes for us
to deliver better."

She defended continuation of
subsidy in agriculture sector and
said the government had decided
to give increased subsidy to ferti-
liser because of higher produc-
tion cost due to rise in gas price.

Motia said the number of peo-
ple living below poverty line came
down to 44.7 per cent irom 47 per
cent in the last four years while
food intake per person rose to
2283 kilo calorie from 2216 over
the last three years.

The agriculture minister said
that government provided sub-
sidy worth Tk. 411 crore to ferti-
liser over the last four years and
the country’'s food production
rose to two and half crore MT from
1.9 crore MT in 1997-98.

Paddy on two lakh hectares of
land was affected in the current
spell of flood hitting across eight
southwestern districts of the
country. "Hopefully, there will be
some crops left with the recess of
the flood water.” Vegetables and
flower cultlvation was also
affected In some flood-hit dis-
tricts.

She expressed her optimism
that the present level of agricul-
tural output could be maintained
despite the affects of the sudden

flood.
Intra Party
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committees of AL and Jubo
League are there due to the feuds
in the district bodies.

The Sylhet District Committee
of Awaml League was formed at a
district council in 1984 with
Advocate MA Rahim and ANM
Shafilque as its President and
General Secretary respectively,

The committee was reformed In
1990 with Syed Abu Nosor advo-
cate and ANM Shafique as Its
President and General Secretary.

Al present, as many as 26
Imsts of the 39-men commiltee
1ave been lying vacant for years.
Demands were ralsed several
times to fill up these posts by the
senlor leaders. But all altempts
falled due to parallel committees
on rival groups In the party In
mosl of the upazilas,

While talking to this Corre-
spondent, some activists alleged

atl the District Committee [alled
even to establish an office.
Besides, the factlons backed by
two stalwarts the Forelgn
Minister and the Speaker have
now become evident. District AL
President Syed Abu Nosor, Vice-
President Slra!uddln Ahmed have
sided with the Speaker while
District AL Secretary ANM
Shaflque and Joint Secretary
Iftekhar Hossaln Shamim are
supporting the Forelgn Minister.
In a shnilar way the student,
youth and the labour fronts are
also deeply divided, they alleged.

1

PM: Rehabilitation

From Page 1
the affected people at Dariyapur
school ground in the afternoon.

The Prime Minister visited the
worst affected areas of Jhenidah,
Chuadanga and Meherpur dis-
tricts. The flash floods caused
serious damage to standing
crops, roads, bridges and educa-
tional institutions in these areas.

Thousands of people took
shelter in flood reliel camps or on
dry lands.

The Prime Minister first
reached Moheshpur in Jhenidah
district and distributed relief
among the flood victims. She
consoled them saying none will be
allowed to die from starvation.

According to official sources,
over two lakh people in
Moheshpur upazilla of Jhenidah
district have been affected and
130,000 of them have taken
shelter in flood centres.

Assuring the people of all pos-
sible help. the Prime Minister
urged them to face the situation
with patience.

She said the government is
capable of facing the adversity
with its own resources, and if
needed, it would seek interna-
tional help.

Hasina said the government is
taking precautionary measures
to stop the outbreak of
walerborne diseases with the
recession of flood water. "We are
supplyving medicine, pure drink-
ing water and sending medical
teams to help the flood victims.”

In a note of warning the Prime
Minister said stringent action will
be taken against those who will
misappropriate relief material.

At Chuadanga, the Prime
Minister visited a flood centre at
Karpasdanga and on return to
the district town she stopped al
Komorpur in Damurhuda
upazilla.

She went to the people staying
on both sides of the roads makmg‘fl
makeshift houses. The people o
that areas complained to the PM
that no relief had reached them
yel.

Hasina distributed relief goods
and money In cash among them.

Garments quota
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Moreover, had Bangladesh
gained the access before it would
have been In a position by now to
face the challenges beyond 2005,
when the Generalised System of
Preference (GSP) will cease to
exist.

He said about 10 lakh women
workers In the garment seclor
would lose their jobs and about
6,000 small entrepreneurs would
lose their livellhood.

Backward and forward linkage
industries, consumer item pro-
ducers, banks and other service
industries will have to face simi-
lar problem, he sald.

Nazrul Hossain of B.P. Gar-
ments accused the BGMEA of
Inactivity over the Issue since a
section of BGMEA leaders have
been holding huge quota.

Chowdhury said when World
Trade Organisation (WTO) had
announced quota for Least
Developed Countries (LDC),
Bangladesh applied for a 30 per
cent Increase In quota Instead of
duty-free access (o serve their
owt business Interest,

“"We hope the prime minister
would be able to persuade the US
government (o provide Bangla-

desh with duty-and quota-lree

access,” one leader said,

She asked the officials to supply
relief immediately.

"We have never seen such a
disaster that overnight washed
away all our houses,” said
Sukkur Ali, a 70-year-old man.

At the meeting in Meherpur,
the Prime Minister said this gov-
ernment had successfully tackled
the devastating floods in 1998
when 53 districts of the country
were affected.

The Prime Minister also urged
the affluent section of society to
stand beside the people and
asked her party workers to sin-
cerely serve flood affected people.

At Moheshpur, GOC of 55th
Infantry Division Maj Gen Ashfaq
Ahmed briefed the Prime Minister
about the deployment and activi-
ties of the army in relief and res-
cue operation.

Mamata

From Page 12
accepted by ceremonial President
Kocheril Raman Narayanan, the
Cabinet would have 73 members.
Narayanan would act on the
prime minister's advice.

Shortly before Banerjee
announced her decision,
Narayanan administered the oath
of office in New Delhi to Sushma
Swaraj, a former federal minister,
M Venkaiah Naidu, a former
spokesman of Vajpayee's
Bharatlya Janata Party, and four
other first-time ministers.

Swaraj was named the infor-
mation and broadcasting minis-
ter. Naidu would be the new rural
development minister.

]
|
|
|
|
!

Vajpayee also reshuffled the |

departments of 11 other minis-
ters.

Swaraj, 48, has for years been
one of India's most well-known
women politicians. She has been
assigned tough tasks by her party
in the past.

In 1999, she was asked (o
become the chief minister, or top
elected official, of the Delhi state
government weeks belore elec-
tions to help the fortunes of the
unpopular government. Months
later, she was chosen to run
against Sonia Gandhli, leader of
the main opposition Congress
party in a tough election battle
that Swaraj lost.

Late Friday, the price of petrol,
or gasoline, was Increased by
three rupees (six US cents) per
liter. That raises the cost of the
fuel used for most cars, scooters
and three-wheel vehicles to 30
rupees (65 US cents) per liter.

Diesel and kerosene, which is
used for cooking, were also hiked
3 rupees (six US cents) per liter,
while low-pressure gas, used for
cooking and healing, was ralsed
by 40 rupees (87 US cents) per
liter.

Dist judges
From Page |
posts.

Creation of the proposed posts
would have increased the number
of district judges In most of the
districts to at least two. In some
districts, the number would be up
to 12,

The number of district judges is
120 now. Creation of 55 posts
would make it 175, more than in
any other cadre at the lower rank,
the sources pointed out.

There are 160 additional dis-
trict judges, 160 sub-judges, 150
senfor assistant judges and 160
assistant judges in the country
now, the sources said.

| add to
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Korea miss gold
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lag.

Cuba's Fellx Savon won his
third consecutive heavywelght
boxing title as Cuba's four boxing
finalists em with gold.

Olymple boxing minnows
France were celebrating thanks
to lght-flyweight Brahim
Asloum, whose viclory over
Spain's Rafael Lozano gave
France their first boxing gold
since 1936.

Russian Viacheslay Ekimov
upsel two-time Tour de France
winner Lance Armstrong's plans
for r?‘!ﬁmpic (Fold and held olf Jan
Ullrieh's bid for a road cycling
double when he came from deep
in the field to win the men's Ume
trial.

Ekimov ed to victory
elght seconds ahead of sllver
medalist Ullrich, the winner of
Wednesday's road race, and 34
seconds In front of Armstrong.
Ekimov's US Postal teammate on
the pro circuit.

Dutch cyclist Leontien van
Moorsel dominated the women's
time trial to win her third Fold of
the Olymplcs and one of three

titles for the Netherlands on the

day along with the triumphs of
Anky van Grunsven In dressage
and the men's handball team.

Tian Liang gave China their
fifth diving gold. and Germany's
Birgit Fischer became the great-
est canoeist of all-Ume winning
her ninth medal and sixth gold in
an Olympic career that spans 20
years.

The 38-year-old didnt have
time to celebrate, however, since
she had Lo race again on Sunday.

The Sydney Games ended on a
high note for the 24-year-old
Jones, who came inwith an ambi-
tious plan to win an unprece-
dented five titles.

That hope was dashed with a
third-place finish in the long
jump on Friday, and on Saturday
two botched baton hand-offs in
the 4x100m relay cost her
another gold.

The United States’ backyard
bit back as the Bahamas and
Jamaica cruised past the bum-
bling US runners for gold and
silver

The Americans never respect
us. Marion Jones was in their
team and we beat them. Now they
will have (o show us some
respect,” said Pauline Davis-
Thompson, who teamed wilh
Sevatheda Fynes, Chandra
Sturrup and Debbie Ferguson for
the gold.

Jones, the 100m-200m cham
pion, took her gold total to three
in the closing 4x400m relay.

"l was shaking in my boots. |
was trying to be cool, trying to
look like a 400m runner when |
am not,” Jones admitted. "The
other girls did all the work and |
just went forajog.”

Characteristically, there were
no mistakes in Johnson's Olvin
pic swansong.

He anchored the US men's
4x400m relay team to victory to

I———— S L S —

the roar of more than 100,000

people.
Derartu Tulu clocked an Olym-

¢ record Lo lead Gete Wami inan
thioplan one-two finish in the
womer's 10,000m, with Atlanta
gold medalist Fernanda Ribeiro
of Portugal taking the bronze.
Million Wolde came of age
when he gave Ethiopia another
gold in the men's 5,000m.

Older Persons
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elaborate in the
district towns on the occaslon.
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina gave te
messagesontheeveoftheday.

In his message, Shah
Ahmed said tm are
the most h e men in
society. Their . wWis-
dom and knowledge can be the

uidelines of the new generation
or building their future.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
in her message, sald the older
persons of sociely are the
respected ones as they are
enlightened with the experiences
of their long lives.

Highlighting different
prog mes undertaken for the
wellare of the elderly people in the
country, she said the government
as part of its "Old age allowance
programme” Is providing allow-
ances to 403,110 to such people
EVery year.,

Pir murder
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A team ([rom Mohahampur
police which went 1o Joypurhat
failed to arrest Aman and Ershad,
two suspects in the murder. The
two persons stayed at Chisti's
Mohammadpur house on Thurs-
day night.

Chisti's sister Mohsina Akther
came to the city yesierday.

He owned about 600 bighas of
land at Char Barkat In
Joypurhat.

He had houses also in Pakistan
and USA. some sources clalmed.

He ran a Madrasa and Orphan-
age at Char Barkat.

Ruling party
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Milon gave the names and
developed a link with law endorc-
ers when he was interrogated by a
joint interrogation cell compris-
ing oflicials from SB, NSI, DB.
DGFI1 alter his arrest on August
30 last year.

Milon's name was dropped
[rom the charge sheet in a gold
smuggling case {iled with Canton-
ment police onJuly 27 last year

He was shot dead on the court
premises in Old Dhaka after he
appeared before the court for
hearing on dropping of his name
from the charge sheet.

Power
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said.
He said the government is
determined to go ahead with
"controlling institutional issues’

| as the country needs additional

15,000 MW of power.

Frederick Temple said there is
a strong correlation between per
capita energy consumption and
economic development. "In Ban-
gladesh the per capila energy
consumption is estimated at 110
Kilowatt-hours compared to 440
KWH in India, 6000-7000 KWH in
Western Europe., and 13,000
KWH in the US. Furthermore,
less than 20 per cent ol the popu
lation has access to electricity,
one of the lowest rates in the
world, Temple said

"The supply is also unreliable
The present installed capacity ol
public sector power plants is
3,300 MW but daily generation is
barely 2,400 MW, resulling In
load shedding. Last year, there
were horrifving 1,690 hours of
load shedding .

Temple said about one billion
dollars worth of industrial outpul
is lost annually as a result of
power failures. Private sector
power plants are coming up but
use of imported oil by them will
the nation's economic
burdens, he said.

The World Bank representative
noted that a mallunctioning
system in the power seclor was
threatening stability of the entire
economy. The f[inancial perlor-
mance of the power sector IS
‘extremely poor”. Every year. Il
loses the equivalent amount ol
about 100 million dollars. The
seclor is crippled with 35-40 per
cent system losses, and only 55
per cent of the electricity gener-
ated is paid for, largely due to

sector

theft and corrupt practices

The national budget has 1o
support the sector with about 300
million dollars a vear. more than
the health Financial
weakness of the power sector also
affects the gas sector, he added

Temple said, "Introduction of

1 i
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Independent Power Producers
(IPP) has created new challenges
for the sector, because they oper-

ate on a commercial basis and
have to be paid on time. Because
of weak cash flow, more buadget-
ary resources might be sought lor
payments to IPPs in loreign
currency, which would expose
Bangladesh to risks as regards
foreign exchange reserve.

Performance of the power
sector has to be improved radi-
cally because economic growth
and poverty alleviation depend on
it, he said. The positive impact ol
rural electrification on develop-
ment of the rural economy has
been amply proved. he noted

The opposition to power sector
reforms come [rom vested groups

which benefit from the current
situation. Unholy alliance
between some power seclor
employees and some privale

consumers lead to the massive
theft of power.

Temple observed that a
reformed power sector would pe
one of the fastest growing areas
with expanding job opportuni-
Lies.

The three sessions of the work-
shop were chaired by Planning
Secretary Dr Tawfiquee-Elahi
Chowdhury, Prime Ministers
Principal Secretary Dr S.A.
Samad and Imran Ahined MP,
Chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public
Undertakings.

Policemen, muggers
shot in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two policemen and two mug-
gers were shot in separate Incl-
dents In the city yesterday.

They are Abdul Wahab 45,
and Sahmsul Hug. 52, both
constables of Ramna police sta-
tion while the two muggers shot
in police firing are Abu Saem, 22
and Abdul Jalil, 23,

The two policemen were shot
as they chased a gang of muggers
in front of a petrol pump al
Hazipara at about 5 am. The
gang, before fleeing the area, shot
at them in which the policemen
sustained bullet injury. They
were rushed to Dhaka medical
College Hospital,

In another incident two mug-
gers were shot by police when
three people riding a motor bike
were snatching valuables from
pedestrian at about 5:30 pm at
north Azampour.

Hearing the victims cried out
for help, police rushed to the spot
and fired shots at them. Jalil
received bullet in his right hand
while Saem in his left hand back

Khaleda

From Page 12
ascertained that advocate Islam
was murdered.

Quoting press report, she said
an MP of the ruling party escorted
the abductors fram the house of
an Awami League leader and let
them Hee.

Khaleda Zia called upon the
people to observe countrywide
hartal. except flood affected
districts, on Monday to protest
the ruling party’'s terrorism and
worsening law and arder situa-
tion across the country.,

Jyoti
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hosted in honour of the visiting
Russian President Vladimir Putin
at New Delhi on Tuesday.

Basu was also scheduled to
attend the two-day party polit-
buro meeting that began there
today.

The Chiel Minister termed the
centre's release of Rs 862 crore as
nothing but the state’s due share
which has no link with the state's
demand from the national calam-
ity management fund.
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