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Poverty Alleviation

China Closes in on Millennium Goal

by Yang Jianxiang

O Wang Xingiu. a farmer in
Shandong

ang . fu
I Shiqgiao village, ! g,
the four sheep meant a new

start of life

A  well-known poor o)
Wang was a lamiiar name on
the government reliet list. He

did not like that. Experienced in
animal husbandrv he had
thought of raising stocks to
support himself. However. long-
tine poverty had left him with
little monev and few valuable
belongings

Last yvear, Wang signed a
contract with the county gov-
ernment. which loaned him
four sheep. He took care
animals as if they were his chil-
dren. The number of sheep
grew to 20 by the end of the
Wang returned four Dbig-
gest sheep to the government
The 16 that staved brought him
a net income ol 8.000 yuan

This lifted Wang well above
the oflicial poverty line

Statistics show 34 million
people. about 2.5 per cent of
the nation's total population
still lived under the poverty line
last yvear. Most of them live in
arid or inaccessible mountain-
ous areas. These people are the
focus of Chinas anti-poverty
eampaign now

Back in 1994, the numbes
was B0 million Aind China's
central government announced

it would eliminate absolute
poverty before the end of the
century. The deadline is a few
months away

‘As we draw near the goal,
the task becomes harder,” said
Liu Fulie, a senior official with
the Leading Group for Poverty
Alleviation and Developiment
(LGPAD). which reports directly

ouncil, the central
We plan to ‘elimi-
nate another 10U million by the
end of the vear. This will basi-
cally fulfil our millennium
goal.’

The government has been
spending a lot of money and
other resources on poverty alle-
When Deng Xiaoping

{o the State (
government

came (o power in the late
1970s. he proclaimed “Poverty
is not socialisin Since then
economic reform has brought
prosperity to the country and

improved the life of the Chinese
people. Fromm 1978 to 1985
nationwide efforts in poverty
alleviation cut the population of
destitute people in China to 150
million. from 250 million
Government aid for the poor
1sed to be mainly in the form of
reliel. dubbed “blood transfiu-
sion . It is a sunple solution but
naot a cure. When LGPAD was
established in 1986, a consen-
sus was rcached that the best

of the «

strategy lor poverty alleviation

is to help poor people develop

It is dubbed "blood generation
In the past decade. the gov-

mmment has sponsored g
rural  andrastructure  projects
mamiv tor water and land con-
servalion. creating conditons
for “blood generationn . Sources
with the Ministry of Comnunni-

cations said that by the end ol
2000, 99 per cent of all town-
ships and 90 per cent of all
administrative villages in the
country would be accessed by
highways. A project adminis-
tered by the State Radio and
Television Bureau ensures that

every village. however remote,
receive radio and TV programs

before the end of the century

New agrotechniques have
helped raise unit oufput on
farms. The widespread use of

plastic sheeting in corn fields
has dramatically increased
vield. A considerable number ol
poor farmers in Ningxia and
Anhui have benefited from a
new method of growing mush-
rooms. The technique, devel-
oped by a professor in Fujian
province. features small input

and quick vield and has been
selected by the China Poverl
Alleviation Foundation for pro-
lotion

stem from a
Farmers in
Ningxia. where

Poverty could
stereotyped mind
haivuan county.
annual precipitation is less
than 200 millimeters, have
stopped growing grains to em-
brace a forage grass known as
scarlet-flowered Iucerne. The
shift drew criticism from old-
fashioned minds. But the out-
come has convinced them of the
shift's correctness. The grass
has dramatically increased the
income of its growers. And it
helps reconcile the hunan-

nature conflict. too
In I}I:!ll‘\ where the envi
ronment is simply too hostile

for human habitation or re-
sources could not support then
local population, resettlement is
mevitable. According to LGPAD
about three million people have
chosen to move with govern-
ment subsidies. These people
normally become self-
ll](lt‘[}{'l[dt‘llt two vears alter
resettlemnent

While LGPAD and its local
offices throughout the country
take the major responsibility ol
poverty alleviation. local gov-
ermnimernts, commercial banks
and most government depart-
ments are all involved

In 1999 the Chinese gov-
ermmnent furmished a total pov-
criv-alleviation und of 248
billion vuan, or USS3 billion.

sum does not include reliel
(i administered by the Min-
istry of Civil Affairs and tund
provided by other ministerial
.]-';rrI[!HI"I]IH
Small-amount loans
qu\.nit'tl directlv O
households have shown
factory results. The practice
which debuted in the mid-
1990s. has spread to over 200
counties. In Guangxi alone, SAI
llr‘l|.H‘1I SO0 . 000 PooI lJl'Ullh'
stand on their ownn in 1999
accounting lor 3U pel
the people ticked oll
poverty list that year
Poverty is not just an
nomic issue. In areas where
family planning has been ellec-
tive. the number of destitute
families has dropped sharply
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'he Ministrv of Education is
trying to let all kids of the poor
to have access o nine-vear
compulsory education. A five-
veal 20-billion-yuan project
committed to this end is sched
uled for completion this year
Statistics show that by May

1 999, 5,000 schools in poverty-
stricken areas had benefited
from the project, the biggest

ever anti-poverty move in the
educational sector

Various non-governmental
organizations have been active
in the fight against poverty
Project Hope and Project Spring
Bud continue to help children,
especially girls in poor regions

to complete necessary school-
ing. And by the end of 1999,
Bright Cause. a philanthropy
financed by Chinas emerging
private entrepreneurs, have
launched close to 4,000 proj-
ects credited for helping 1.93

million people out of poverty
'he outcome of international
cooperation has been encour-
Two comprehensive proj-
using World Bank loans
llave so far helped more than
ne million people in Guizhou
and Ningxia rise above the pov-
erty line

-H_:lllli_t
"fels

About 70 per cent of the re-
maining poverty-stricken people

live in the country's mid- and
western regions, which make
up more than half of China's

land mass and where economniic
growth lagged behind the na-
tional average. Early this vear,
the central authorities an-
nounced the strategy of devel-
oping the country's west in a
big way. Though not specifically
targeting the poverty problem,
analysts say the move will be a
big push for the ongoing anti-
poverty campaigi

“An  economicallv-developed
West will furnish a friendly
environment for the small

number of poverty-stricken
people in the region, at least in
terims of job opportunities and

better access to market,” said
Lin Fuhe
China’'s poverty reduction

zmmnmm nt has won wide rec-
ognition in the world. A joint
report filed by LGPAD. the
World Bank and United Nations
Development  Program  com-
mented that China's achieve-
ments in this regard "are exem-
plary by any standards.”
However, analysts point out

that the governments anti-
poverty fund still falls short of

needs and
tion ol 1t
Hneeded

aASte ) ~

a considerable por-
latled to reach the
Owing to natural dis-
and  market
uctuations. around 10 per
cent ol those having shed pov-
erty would fall captive again
every yvear. And China’'s poverty
line is well below the UN stan-
dard of one US dollar a day

l.I'l"H'.i‘HI!"'\

Also. the poverty issue dis-
cussed here does not include
the wurban poor, a problem
having become more serious in
recent vears as enterprise
downsizing has left many work-
ers jobless. Observers estimate
that people suffering from ab-
solute poverty in cities and
towns now stand at about one

per cent of the urban popula-

tion. Addressing the problem,
China has built preliminarily a
social safety net that consists

mainly of pensions, unemploy-
ment insurance and cash relief
to ensure a minimean standard
of living

Said Gao Hongbin, director
of LGPAD oflice, at an interna-
tional conference held in Beijing
in May: "With the exception of a
few  metropolises and  the
coastal areas, the rest of China.
especially rural areas. will re-
main  under-developed for a
long time. Poverty alleviation
will be a long-term, tough, and
complicated task.”

he central govermment is
working on a new plan for pov-
erty reduction in the following
two decades. According to Gao,
while continuing to help the
remainug poor, anti-poverty
efforts in the next century will
be focused on two areas: con-
solidating what has been
achieved and raising the official
poverty line

In the case of Wang Xingfu,
the four sheep he returned to
the county government will be
provided to one of the 80
households on this vears
waiting list. And Wang Is look-
ing forward to a more prosper-
ous life with the new stock he is
raising
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public of China. I wish to take
this opportunity to convey, on
behalf of the Government and
pe r;rpf:* n,f the People's Republic
of China, the warmest greetings
and best wishes (o the Govern-
ment and people of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh.

since the founding of new
China on October 1, 1949. (re-
mendous success has beern
achleved in China's socialist
revolution and socialist construc-
ton. With an annual economic
increase of 9.8 per cent in the
past 20 years. China Is one of
the few dynamic economies in
the world with both rapid and
sustained growth. By 1998,
China's GDP reached 7974.8
billion yuan, the seventh biggest
in the world. In 1999, China's
GDP increased by 7.1 per cent
and reached 8541 billion yuan.
It s estimated that China's GDP
imcrease will reach or slightly
excoed the original target which
s ¢« per cent this year.

From the beginning of 2000,
biy carrying out a sertes of steps
such as  extending domestic

e

of Oclober
2000 marks the 5]st fmmdmg
anntversary of the People's Re-

demand. raising more national
debts. Increasing residents' in-
come. Chinese Government has
promoted requirement of invest-
ment, conswmption and export.
OQur social demand Is picking up
In an all-round way. The devel-
opment of China national econ-

omy has taken a significant turn

Jor the better. State-owned large

and medium sized enterprises
made greal improvement In
eliminating losses and increas-
ing profits. Their economic bene-
fit were Increased by a big mar-
gin, the construction reform
made headway and the struc-
ture of production rationalized.
By May 2000, a cumulative total
ol 350,000 foreign-funded en-
terprises had been established
in China, and direct foreign in-
vestment in  them reached
USS320.6 billion. Foreign busi-
nessmen have more confidence
on China’s economy develop-
menit.

China and Bangladesh are
close nelghbours enjoying a
projound f[riendship dating back
o ancient times, a [riendship
that has withstoocd the test of
international vicissitudes
hanks o the loving care of the
leaders of our o courtries ancl
jomt efforts of the uwpo sides.
Sino-Bangladesh relations have

enjoyed all-round growth and
bilateral cooperation based on
mutual benefit has prochiced
[ruitful results. Our [riendship is
n‘mmfumnq on the basis of the
Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existance. Mutaal understand-
(ng., mutual (rust, mutual sup-
port and close cooperation [ea-
tured the two countries’ special
relations. The [riendly relalions
have been reinjorced by Her
Excellency Sheikh Hasina's visit
to China in September 1996. The
past one year has also wil-
nessed scveral high level ex-
change of visits betiveen our (Lo
couniries which brought our (o
nations and peoples closer. In
the economie arena, the o
qovermmenlts are currently  ox-
jHloring all possible means 1o
Jurther enhance the exisiing
economic and trade relations.
Our Wwwo couniries supported
cach other and acted In close
coordinationn on many Interna-
tlonal and regional affairs. The
Chinese Government appreci-
ated the Bangladesh Govemn-
ment's adherence to the “one-
China”™ policy and its supporl of
Chima on Taiwan, Tibet and
huinarne rights Issues.

Our (o countries joyously

see that the 25th anniversary of

establishment 0f Diplomatic

[riendship and cooperation be-

_1

relations between the two cour-
tries is coming. It Is firmly be-
lieved that, with our joint efforts,
the deep and enduring bond of
China

toeen and Banglacdesh

will be further strengthened for
the prosperity and well being of
the peoples of the two couritries
millernium.

in the new

Hu Qianwen
Ambassador of the People's
Republic of China

(o the People's Republic of
Banglacdesh
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GETCO

Our heartiest felicitations on the occasion
of 51st Anniversary of the Founding of the
People’s Republic of China

GETCO is the local Agents/Associates for a number |
of Chinese Companies in Bangladesh

@ J°

GREENLAND ENGINEERS & TRACTORS CO, LID. f

il-

26, Shyamoli, Mirpur Road, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh | |

Tele hones : (PABX)8111251 -3, 8112164 8112175 1

Fax. 880-2-8113319, Telex : 642664 GETC BJ |

E. Mail: getco.lOZ@mtechco.net
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