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prought on bv her failed at-

ypt «t the long jump.
te“‘Fm so happy because of

what had happened as Seville, |
was obviously worried there
might be a repeat her after my
jong jump qualifving jump ves-
terday. 1 feel 1 can go out to.
morrow now and perform to the
standard needed to seal my
(hird gold.” said Jones.
For Davis-Thompson it was
the perfect end to her career.
ﬁecl 18 but | am still retir-
ing.” said the 34-year-old. "]
knew something special was
going o happen tonight be-
cause | was in lane live — my
number.
l“c!‘lyjusl decided to run after
Marion. | knew it was hopeless
put | wasn't running for gold. |
was running for silver.”
For Javasinghe, it
historic bronze medal.
*1 am so happy that after 52
years Sri Lanka has got another
Olympic medal.” she said.

Norway

Froan page-17

as earlv as the fifth minute
when Hamm broke into the
penalty area and cut the ball
Eck for Milbrett to drive into
an unguarded net.

was a

Milbrett went close  agam
pefore Julie Foudy headed
Shannon  McMillan's  cross

inst the bar,

" But Norway equalised witl
their first attempt on goal a
minute before the interval.

Defender Gro  Especeth
climbed above Kate Sobrero to

lant a firm header in the net
g'om Hege Riise' corner.

After the break the US piled
forward and Nordby saved bril-
liantly from Milbrett and Hamm
before Kristine Lilly spurned a

at chance to put the Ameri-

cans ahead midway through
the half.
She fired at Nordby from

point-blank range before hittin
the rebound straight at Goeri
Kringen. who was able to head
the ball off the line.

Mullinix's blunder appeared
to have gifted Norway victory
but Milbrett pounced late to
save the US before their tiring

defenders were exposed by
Mellgren.
Goalscorer Espeseth

summed up the never-say-die
attitude that kept the Norwe-
glans in the game despite being
wroughly outplayed at times.
"When the US scored the
tirst goal | thought not again.”
she said.
"Why
again?”
Earlier Germany secured the
bronze medal with a 2-0 win
over Brazil.

Dutch-K orean

From page-1/

reans blocked six set-piece
shots from Abbas and then
struck gold with one of their
own when Song Seung-Tae
pushed home in the 57th min-

ute.
‘I was up till

should they win

four in the
morning watching Pakistan's
games on video.” Kim revealed
‘It gave me an insight into their
strategy and how Sohail takes
his penalty corners.

"We neutralised Sohail by
charging into him and pre-
venling him from scooping the
ball.” Kim said.

The dangerous Koran charge
resulted in Lim Jung-Woo being
carried off in a stretcher after
he was hit on the face by a ris-
ing ball.

Abbas seven goals in the

competition are second only
behind Argentina's Jorge
Lombi's tally of 12.

Pakistan, hoping to make

their first final since winning
their third gold at Los Angeles
in 1984, were distraught after
the defeat.

“It's all over for me and the
team,” said Pakistani manager
Islahuddin Siddiqui, hinting he
may have made up his mind
about quitting after the Olym-
pics.

Galatasaray
see off

Rangers

ISTANBUL. Sept 28: UEFA
Cup champions Galatasaray
beat Glasgow Rangers 3-2 in
European Champions League
Group D here on Wednesday
night to give them a good
chance of making the second
phase, reports AFP,

With the match at 0-0 at the
break. Bulent Akin and Hakan
Unsal put the home side firnil
in the driving seat.

ln the 70th minute Brazilian
Mario Jardel put the game out
of Rangers reach with a glori-
ously struck first-time effort

n outside the area as he hit
Umit Davala's long ball on the
volley,

To their credit Rangers re-
plied within two minutes when
fr\;;‘:l’tﬁ Kanchelskis recorded a

l. convertin
Arthur Numan%(f:*oss. .

. Hasan Sas flashed a header
over the bar as Rangers man-
ager Dick Advocaat was left to

match in Glasgow which now

_ im"dfr his tacties for the re-

becomes the group' '
p . fmlutg P's most sig

In the fourth minute of in-
Jury time van Bronckhorst rifled
in a free-kick to make it 3-2 but

that was virtually the last kick
of the game.

Prague keep
- alive hopes

PRAGUE .
Prague beat

3-2 licre o n

- i

- A

._

i Group B, reports AFP.
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Leverkusen

n- X !

;;w LEVERKUSEN.
‘** Germany, Sepl
5 28: Reigning ch-
‘ Alpions Real
HAMPIONS
C LEACUE Madrid twice

came from behind
to see oll German runners-up
Baver Leverkusen in a see-saw
battle in Group A of the Euro-
pean Champions League here
Wednesday, reports AFP
Star  Brazilian  wing-back
Roberto Carlos was instru-
mental cancelling out an open-
Ing goal from Bernd Schneider
with a [ree-Kkick special after
Jens Nowotny committed a foul.
before grabbing the winner with
15 minutes to go after his side
had again come back from 2-1
down.

It was 2a for

lead

hlow
the

hitter
who took

Bayer L'f"*'{"'}\'U-*”'c‘n > Joerg Reeb (L) heads the ball during their UEFA Champions League
fixture against Real Madrid at Leverkusen on September 27.

Real rule on Roberto Carlos

for the second time just belore
half-time with a goal from Mi-
chael Ballack umf should have
maintained their lead at
hefore Carlos (ntervened.

Jose Maria Guti scored a
crucial equaliser on 69 minutes
for Madrid and then left matters
in the hands of his Brazilian
teammate,

“Unfortunately these things
happen in football although
normally they shouldn't.” said a
disappointed Nowotony after
conceding the important free-
I\H']‘\

‘The fact that it resulted in a
goal makes it worse but it's
happened now and we have to
look forward and really work on
things.” he concluded. Madrid
now top the Group with seven
points with Russian side Spar-

hhome

--AFP photo

tak Moscow just behind on six.

"We had the chances to win,
we led twice and then let loose
our grip on the match with in-
dividual mistakes.” said Bal-
lack. "After we went behind you
could see we had run out of
steam. Normally we can come
back from things like that. but
tonight (Wednesday) we didn't,
the %nst two weeks have taken
their toll."

The two losers on another
night of intriguing European
action in Group A. Leverkuscn
and Sporting Lisbon remain o
three and one points respec-
tively with three games to play.

The same match-ups are set
for the next round of matches

Sport
 Spartak down |

with #he venues reversed on
October 17.

Sept 28: Sparta
Shakhtar Doneisk
Wednesday night 1o

"p hopes of qualification
the second phaze of the
YPEan Champlons League

SImone

,‘;x MONACO.  Sept
l‘*'* 28: Monaco's 31-
= vear-old Italian
A striker Marco Si-
CH::EL?“S mone raced to a

first half hat-trick
in their 5-0 Group D European
Champions League victary over

silences Sturm

Austrian side Strum Giaz here
on Wednesday. reports AFP.

In a first half that Monaco
dominated. stringing embar-

rassingly long chains of passes
together the Austrians looked a
dlﬁf‘l"t‘nf side to the one that
hammered UEFA Cup holders

e s -
‘.”..

Monaco's Marco Simone (R) and Ramiz Mamedoy of Sturm
Graz are in pursuit of the ball during their Champions'
League encounter at Monaco on September 27. --Star photo

Galatasaray a week ago.

Simone opened his account
on 12 minutes after picking up
the ball outside the box and
firing in a precise shot past
Josef Sticklegruber after leaving
the defence for dead.

Chris Nonda would have
scored two on a better night
before the [talian struck again
on 38 minutes.

Xavier Gravelaine had a shot
parried and Simone leapt onto
the rebound but the Austrian
keeper got in front of the ball
again before Simone made sure
with a fierce right foot shot.

Three minutes later Simone
had his hat-trick, running onto
an upfield ball. Sturm's keeper
came ofl his line but Sunone
guided the ball round him alter

cutting  inside  Yuagoslav e
lender Ranko Popovic.
Conlident Monaco replaced
in-form midfielder Ludovic Gi-
uly early in the second half with
striker Nicholas Bonnal and on
06 minutes hat-trick hero Si-
mone left the pitch to a stand-

ing ovation making way for
Croatian striker Dado Prso.
Though both had busy

nights it was a third sub 20-

year-old Swede Pontus
Farnerud who bagged the
fourth on 77 minutes having

replaced captain Martin Djetou
only three minutes earlier.

Monaco's record signing
Shabani Nonda got his second
Champions League goal making
it 5-0 after a mazy run into the
box. The keeper parried his
shot but the giant African was
first to the rebound on 84 min-
utes

Poor Sturmm Graz have now
lost both their away games 5-0
having also been hammered by
Rangers.

Valencia's three in three

0% VALENCIA, Spain
*.'. ol 50]” 28 - Last sea-
,'* sons Clhiampions
CHAMBIONS LEAgUE  runiers.
LEACUE up Valeneia

maintained their
100 percent record in this sea
son's opening Group phase with
a hard fought 1-0 win over
French side Lyon here Wednes-
day, reports AFP,

Lvon coach .j;u-qur--. Sariting
had his team well organised as
the French team gave their
Spanish counterparts all sorts
of problems in a tightly played
affair in this Group C game

Despite holding Valencia to a
handful of chances, the game-
winning goal came about with
just under 15 mninutes (o go

Kily Gonzalez picked up the
ball in midfield and plaved a
precision pass to Juan Sanchez
who cleverly flicked the ball into
the path of the charging Zlatko
Zahovic.

The 29-year-old nidfielder
latched onto the ball perfectly
and fired home a left-foor shot
that Lyon goalkeeper Gregory
Coupet could only grasp at. as
the ball erept Into the bottom
left-hand comer.

The result was a bitter blow
for the French side's chiances of
reaching the second phaze de-
spite constant pressure 10 sal-
vage an equalizer.

The opening half began with
both teams playing with a de-
gree ol caution limiting scoring
chiances to a munimum.

It took 20 minutes for the
first real chance and it was the
French side to create |t througl
their Brazillan striker Sonny
Anderson, ‘

Finding room on the edge of
the box, last season's top scorer
in France whipped In a left-foot
shot but put it too close to the
Valencia 'Lt"t‘[}l"r and Jose Canli-
zares made a comfortable save.

Two minutes later Anderson
was at it again and should have
done better after a mazy run
opened space Just outside the
arca but he repeated his earlier

mistake and drove his shot
stralght at Canizares,
Valencia gradually pulled

themselves Into the mateh and
showed why they were last sea-
son's runners-up creating a
penalty after 36 minutes.

A tussle in the area between
[.yvon defender Jean-Marco
Chanelet and striker Gonzalez
looked to be a falr battle but as
the Valencla striker went to the
sround, the referee had no
iesitation pointing fo the spot.

Galzka Mendleta promptly
stepped up and saw his poorly
placed penalty parried away by
Lyon 'keeper Coupel.

Sanchez was running (n and
hammered the rebound bul
Coupet was equal to the lask

and blocked his goalbound el-
fort to keep Lyon in the game
and throw his side a brief life-
line.

Lvon now desperately need a
result in their next match at
home against the same opposi-
tion and must hope that the
Greeks of Olymplakos slip up
on thelr visit to Heerenveen.

Sporting

MOSCOW, Sept 28: Russlan
champlons Spartak  Moscow
carned their second home vie-
tory in Group A European
Champlons League action, de-
feating Portugese glants Hlmrl-
ing Lisbon 3-1 here on Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

Brazillan strikers Louis Rob-
son and Marcao combined [or
all three goals for Spartak,
wiping oul an opening goal from
Portugese forward Sa Pinto who
found the mark after 24 mii-
utes.

Spartak began the game at
their Luzhniki stadium without
their skipper Andreil Tikhonov,
but got off to a lively start, while
the visitors plled numbers In
defence, limiting their chances
to the odd counter-attack.

Spartak's Russian Interna-
tional keeper Alexander Fill-
monony gifted Lisbon an open-
ing goal after Andre Cruz's de-
cisive corner allowed Sa Pinto to

ive the Portuguese side the
cad,

The Fnal sparked the Rus-
stan side into action as they

pushed forward looking for an
cqualizer.

On the stroke of half-time
Robson fired home the equal-
izer, picking up a rebound alter

Danish keeper Peter
Schmeichel failed to hold the
initial shot.

After  the  break., Sporting

seized the mitdative and bepgan

to control the ball better, cre-
ating scoring opportunities, and
it was substitute striker Marcao
who potted Spartak's second
with a remarkable header from
|1 metres in the 68th minute
after Vasily Baranov's cross
from the right.

‘Marcao scored a magnificent
second and Spartak's third with
eight minutes left, lobbing the
ball into the net after he was

put through one-on-one with
Schmeichel, to secure a vital
victory for the Russian side

before 64.000 fans.

Olympiakos
owe Giovanni
two

ATHENS, Sept 28: Olympia-
kos' Brazilian star Giovanni
bagged a second half brace to
give his side three points in
their 2-0 win over a gutsy Heer-
enveenn  in their European
Champions League Group C
match here Wednesday, reports
AFP

Neither side held possession
well in a scrappy first half that
Heerenveen, runners-up in the

Dutch league last term. per-
haps had the better of.

Johan Hansma marshalled
the Heerenveen defence well

and they never looked in danger
in the first half despite some
skillful Greek moves,

Olympiakos found out the
Dutch defence attacking the
wings more in the second hall
and Giovanni got the first of his
brace nodding in a cross from
the right delivered by his com-
patriot Luciano on 52 minutes

Heereenveen again looked
weak in the air as Giovanii rose
to meet Par Zetterburgs corner
on 69 minutes,

PARIS. Sept 28(AFP): Euro-
pean Champions League first
phase results on Wednesday:

GROUP A

Moscow

Spartak Moscow (Rus) 3 (Raob-
son 44, Marcao 68, 82) Sporting
Lisbon (Por) 1 (Sa Pinto 24)
Leverkusen, Germany

Baver Leverkusen (Ger) 2
(Schneider 27, Ballack 44) Real
Madrid (Spa) 3 (Roberto Carlos
32. 75, Guti 69)

GROUP B

Prague

Sparta Prague (Cze) 3 (Rosicky
54, Hormak 73. Jarosik 82)
Shaktor Donetsk (UKkr) 2 (Zubov
26, Ambramov 84)

London

Arsenal (Eng) 2 (Ljungberg 43,
o6) Lazio (Ita) O
GROUP C
Valencia, Spain
Valencia (Spa) |
Lyvon (Fra) O
Athens
Olympiakos (Gre) 2 (Giovanni
22, 69) Heerenveen (Ned) O
GROUP D

Istanbul

Galatasaray (Tur) 3 (Bulent
Akin 51. Hakan Unsal 57. Jar-
del 70) Glasgow Rangers (Sco) 2
(Kanchelskis 72, van Bronck-
horst 90)

Monaco, France

Monaco (Fra) 5 (Simone 134. 38,
41, Farmmerud 77. Nonda 84)
Sturm Graz (Aut) O

(Zahovic 78)

PARIS, Sept 28(AFP): European Champions League standings
alter Wednesday's matches (Playved, won, drawn. lost. goals for,
against, points):

GROUP A

Real Madrid 3
Spartak Moscow 3
Bavern Leverkusen 3
Sporting Lisbon J
GROUP B

Arsenal 3
LL.azio 3
Sparta Prague 3
Shakhtor Donetsk 3
GROUP C

Valencia 3
Olvimplakos 3
[.von 3
Heerenveen 3
GROUP D

Glasgow Rangers 3
Craldatasaray » -
Monaco _ 3
slurin Graz 4

2 | 0 6 4 i
2 0 | ) i (8
I 0 2 0 7 3
0 | . 0 8 I
o 0 0 6 2 )
2 0 6 2 (§]
| () 2 3 6 3
0 0 3 4 9 0
3 0 0 1 | 0
ps 0 | 5 3 5
| 0 2 4 4 3
() () 3 | § §)
2 () | H I 5
2 0 | § { 6
1 0 2 7 1 3
| 0 2 3 10 J
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Ljunberg hero at Highbury

' TN LONDON, Sept

. t'* 28 Arsenal con-
e vineingly beat La-
4 /0 2-0 In their

CHAMPIONS (‘hampions Lea-
LEAGUE

gue Group B ma-
At o rainswept High-
burvy on  Wednesday with
Swedish  midiielder  Fredrik
Liunberg scoring either side of
hall-thme. reports

It was a surprise reverse for
Lazio, the ltallan champlons
and one of the pre-tournament
favourites who never lived up to
their billing against a sharp
Arsenal side.

The London club continued
its trend of providing unlikely
goal heroes after defender Mar-
tin Keown's double strike In the
3-2 win over Ukranians Shak-
htar Donetsk in last weeks
outing

Lazio

tch here

coach Sven Goran
EEriksson had no complaints
about the result. "They cde-
served to win. especially i the
second hall, Arsenal have a
good combmation ol 1echnique
and physical strength,

“This was onur first defeat in
six games. Nobody likes to lose
but sometimes you have to ac-
cept it. I hope when we play
Arsenal in two weeks we are
much better "

Arsenal manager
Wenger produced a tactical
Innovation by playing striker
Dennis Bergkamp on the right
hand side of midfield, "I was
surprised to see him there”
Eriksson admitted.

Arsene

Both teains came Into this
game having won thelr two pre-
vious Champlons League
matches this season.

Arsenal had the added boost
of secing England captain Tony
Adams return to the centre of
their defence

The Highbury veteran had
miissed the Donetsk game, a
match that saw his team go 2-0
down before fighting back for a
famous victory.

Arsenal were clearly not pre-
pared to make the same mis-
take twice and with Adams re-
stored looked far more solid at
the back.

Equally Lazio with some 130
million pounds (182 million
dollars) worth of talent on the
pitch and the star defende;, of
Euro 2000, team captain Ales-
sandro Nesta marshalling their
rearguard, were secure initially.

Lazio's Argentine midfielder
Juan Sebastian Veron showed a
couple of neal touches but his
side’'s only two opening period
chances of note fell to Yugoslay
defender Sinisa Mihajlovic.

Playing in a face-mask to

protect a broken cheekbone,
Mihajlovic saw two 25-vard
free-Kicks sall close to David

Seaman s goal within the space
of two minutes

Neither though was a true
test for the England goalkeeper
and in the opening 45 minutes
Lazio failed to produce a single
shot on target
Arsenal should have

lead in the 36th

taken

the minute

Lazio's Simone Inzaghi i1s in control against Martin Keown
(R) of Arsenal during their Champions' League battle at

Highbury in London on September 27.

--AFP photo

when Thierry Henry found him-
selfl one-on-one against Luca
Marchegiani but the onrushing
pgoalkeeper saved well with his
legs.

However, Arsenal, who did
most of the first-half attacking.

got the goal they wanted two
minutes from half-time.

Kanu's long pass was
knocked down by Ber
into the path of midfielder

Ljunberg and from the edge of
the six-yard box his shot gave
Marchegiani no chance.

In the 56th minute the
Bergkamp-Ljunberg  partner-
ship combined again for Arse-
nal’'s second goal.

The Dutchman's precise
pass split open the Lazio de-
fence and the Swede calmly
lifted the ball past Marchegiand.

The goalkeeper was in action
soon afterwards, saving well
from Kanu after he was left one-
on-one with the tall forward as
the visitors defence waited for a
non-existent flag.

At half-time Lazio had re-
placed midfielder Dejan Stank-
ovic with Attilio Lombardo and
now they chose to change strik-
€rs 10o

Simone Inzaghl had scored
12 goals in 13 previous € lunn-
pions League games but was
hardly given a Kick by the Arse-
nal defence

His place was taken by Chile
international Marcelo Salas and
Eriksson quickly decided ‘El
Matador’ needed more support
up front.

In the 72nd minute he took
off Lombardo and brought on
former Middlesbrough striker
Fabrizio Ravanelli.

Not that Arsenal seemed to
mind. In the 75th minute Ljun-
berg was clean through on goal
but with the chance of a rare
hat-trick beckoning saw
Marcheglani again keep Lazio in
the game with another fine
save

With four minutes remaining
Mihajlovic got a 20-yard free-
kick on target but Seaman, in
his only serious save of the
match. pushed it away.

Afterwards a  contented
Wenger said: "Last year we were
not good enough nor the year
before so psychologically it was
important for the players to
beat a team as good as Lazio."

He added that Bergkamp's
positional switch meant the
striker was "facing the game
and so he can play a finer ball.

"If David Beckham can do it,
why not Dennis Bergkamp?",
the Frenchman said somewhat
provocatively

Ljunberg. Bergkamp's part-
ner in goalscoring crime. also
won Wenger's praise.

‘I'm pleased for Ljunberg. He
was really sharp tonight. The
real Freddie Ljunberg is the
second goal he scored, getting
behind the defender at the right
moment.”

Arsenal have now won all
three of their Champions league
matches and Wenger believes
they are on the verge of qualifi-
cation. " | think 12 points, one
more win, should be enough.’

LONDON Sepl
28: Chelsea stri-
her Gianfranco
ola, who found
Lumself implicated
- — i the departure
of his formier boss Gianluca
Vialli. insists he did nothing to
undermine the authority of his
fellow [talian, reports AFP

Vialli suggested his players
forced him out but, as Chelsea
prepare for Thursday's UEFA
Cup first round, second leg tie
agamst Switzerland's St Gallen
Zola said he did not have the
power (o influence chairman
KRen Bates

Zola said: "My conscience is
okay. 1 tried to do my best for
Luca as | did for Ruud Gullit
and I'im going to try and do the
same for Claudio Ranieri,

'l didn't have anything to do
with his sacking. I'm not that
poweriul but I would love to be.”

The striker was talked out of
a summer move back to Napoli
but as he spent more time on
the subs' bench. this season.
rumours of a rift with Vialli
began to leak out of the London
club.

When
statement

Vialli released a
mcluding cryptic
comments about player-power
it left manv to wonder if the
Sardinian had instigated his
manager's downfall

Bookmakers even installed
Zola the early favourite to
step into the hot-seat once the
axe had fallen

But Zola said: "Personally |
don't thimk that was serious. If
vou are a footballer vou can't be
a manager and for the moment
| think I'm still good at plaving
football

‘Being a manager
taking decisions and
choices about the team
voursell is not verv
sional

Vialli was sacked two davs
before the first leg of the UEFA

d5

involved
making
[0 pick
i]i"l‘-lt"q-

Cup tie against St Gallen, two
weeks ago

Ranieri watched from the
stands as a Chelsea team,

picked and prepared by coaches
Graham Rix and Ray Wilkins,

stole a 1-0 lead against the
Swiss champions
Zola plaved for Ranieri at

Napoli and believes Chelsea's

Zola clears his name

second I[talian will
inspire the club.

He said: "He was a very good
coach when | played for him
nine years ago. Now he has
eight more years of experience
Those vyears have been very
good for him and I'm sure they

have improved him

IIIrHlag{’f

He Knows the job. He's been
doing it for a long time and he
Knows how to cope with the
situations. He has huge respect
and I'm sure his experience can
help us all to improve

I'm sure he is already
watching games, trying to see
what the problem is and how to
Sort it out.’

Ranieri took charge for the
first time as the Blues clawed
back a two-goal deficit to draw
3-3 at Manchester United. last
Saturday

And he plans to impose his
own principles quickly to en-
sure Chelsea iron out their
troublesome inconsistencies
and tendency to fail in games
they are expected to win.
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