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Mine explosion in China

leaves 118 dead

Death toll may rise, fear rescue workers

SHANGHAI. Sept 28: A gas
explosion in a coal mine in
southern China left as many as
161 miners dead or missing,
officials said today. reports AP.

A mine official said there
were 118 deaths. But others
said rescue efforts were still
under way, and the fate of
scores of miners remained un-
known nearly a day after the
Wednesday night accident

“There are no signs of life
from the mine,.” said police offi-
cer Qian Shixi in Dawan. the
town in Guizhou province
where the mine is located

The blast occurred at about
8 pm Wednesday at the
Muc[lmngguu Coal Mine outside
Shuicheng city, said Zhong
Tianfang, an official of the mu-
nicipal mine bureau

Zhong said 118 miners were
killed and 123 rescued

*The rescue work went verv

quickly and smoothly,” he said
by telephone from Shuicheng,
which is 1,350 miles southwest
of Shanghai.

However, other olflicials said
rescuers were still looking for
more than 120 of the 241 min-
ers underground at the time of
the blast.

An official- with the provin-
clal governments  executive
office said 34 bodies had been
found by Thursday afternoon
and 83 miners rescued. An-
other 124 miners were missing,
said the official, who gave his
name only as Mr Pan.

China has the world's dead-
liest coal mines. More than
2.730 miners died in the [lirst
six months of the year, accord-
ing to government statistics
Many mines are poorly run.
lacking adequate fire and ven-
tilation equipment, and safety
regulations are spottily en-
forced

At least 36 people rescued
from the Muchonggou mine
were being treated for burns
and other injuries, local hospi-
tals sald,

A doctor at the Ertang Hos-
pital in Shuicheng, who identi-
tfled himself by his surname. He
said some of the 12 miners
taken there were comatose. The
mine's own hospital received 24
miners, said a chlm‘ there who
gave only the surname Wang.
He said others might have been
taken elsewhere

Zhong said the state-owned
Muchonggou mine was properly
licenced, unlike the small unli-
censed mines that account for a
large share of China's fatal ac-
cidents

Zhong said the blast in the
Muchonggou mine was blamed
on a buildup of gas, but the
exact cause was still under
investigation.

Flood engulfs fresh areas

Dhaka-Calcutta bus service suspended

Flood situation deteriorated
further in Jessore, Satkhira and
Jhenidah districts vesterday
with inundation of fresh areas

The situation slightly im-
proved in Kushtia, Rajshahi
and Chapainawabgan]j districts
as major rivers were flowing
below the danger marks

Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) vyesterday
announced suspension of
Dhaka-Calcutta bus service due
to flood, BSS reported last
night

Flood engulfed 15 unions in
Satkhira. 10 in Jessore and 12
in Jhenidah, according to re-
ports from our correspondents

In Satkhira, the affected
upazilas are Kalaroa and sadar
upazilas

About 15 unions in the two
upazilas have been inundated

By Staff Correspondent

with on rush of waltlers from
across the bounder

About one lakh people in the

affected areas have been ma-
rooned

River Ichhamati swelled
further and road link between

Satkhira and Jessore remained
snapped as flood waters Inun-
dated Navaron. Kalaroa and
Sarsha points

Sources in the District Relief
Office said. flood water sub-
merged about 60-km of roads in
the upazilas

In Jhenidah, all 12 unions

in Moheshpur upazila were
affected by flash flood caused
by on rush of waters {rom

across the borders

According to official sources,
about 180-km of roads. 78
bridges and 190 culverts were
damaged in the deluge

Nlood hit fresh

In Jessore

areas are in Chowgachha
upazila

The worst-hit villages are
Andulia, Pakuria, Daulatpur,

Ram Krishnapur, Kulia, Rasul-
pur and Rajapur

About 20,000 people in
these villages have been ma-
rooned

Army and BDR personnel
have started evacuating the
affected people to safer places.

Flood situation slightly in-
proved in Rajshahi, Chapai-
nawabganj and Kushtia

Diarrhoea has broken out in
the affected areas. About 290
patients have been admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital

in Kushtia, the situation im-
proved as river Goral registered

s

Thousands of people move from the flooded ar
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ea of Bongaon, some 80 kms north of Calcutta,

along a national highway, yesterday. The road that connects West Bengal to Bangladesh has

been submerged by devastating floods that have killed over 800 people

— AFP photo
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BNP lawmakers and party supporters on their way to the residence of abducted BNP leader
Nurul Islam at Uttar Majupur village at Laxmipur yesterday.

Bring culprits to book

From page |
dissatisfaction over the role
played by the local administra-
tion and the police

He urged the local admini-
stration to rescue Nurul Islam
unhurt immediately and arrest
the kidnappers. He also urged
them to work without fear or
favour.

The DC elaborating
measures taken to rescue the
BNP leader confessed that the
administration was sluggish in
every process as the Kidnappers
assured of handing over Nurul
Islamn within 24 hours of his
abduction

“Sir, don't get me wrong. |
am very much sincere about
the matter and | have been
feeling guilty since the abduc-
tion took place on Sept 18. |
tried to handle the issue with a
soft hand but failed.

The DC assured that the
district administration is
working relentlessly to rescue
the kidnapped leader. He, how-
ever, expressed ‘his apprehen-
sion that Nurul Islamm might
have been killed because 10
davs have already passed

Police Super Irfan Ali Khan
said emphatically that police
would go to any lengths to se-
cure the release of Islam, and
bring the Kidnappers and those
involved in the act to book

He said 11 Navy men are
searching the suspected areas
and that they will ask for the
dog squad today

BNP joint secretary Ashral
Hossain handed over an FIR to
the SP. Nurul Islam's wile Sha-
heen Rasheda Islam had filed
the FIR, but was not present at
the meeting. In the FIR, 15
people, including Laxmipur
municipality Chairman Abu
Taher, have been accused of the
Kidnapping.

Prof. Chowdhury said every
citizen of the country has the
right to live in peace and with
security and the administration
has been given the power to
ensure security of life and prop-
erty of every citizen.

Referring to deterioration of
law and order in the country,
he asked the local administra-
tion not to shelter terrorists and
to treat them as enemies of the
people.

He said there is still time to
set an example by rescuing the

the

kidnapped leader and taking
legal action against the culprits.
He also asked them to keep vigil
so that no such incident takes
place in the district in future.
Larlier on arrival at the Cir-
cuit House, the Deputy Leader
ol the Opposition was received
by the DC, SP and other senior

Woman gangraped
in Ctg: 2 held

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 28: One
woman was gangraped at An-
wara thana in the district yes-
terday. -

The incident occurred while
the woman changing her bus at
Chatoory Chowmuhoni of
Anawara on way home at
Fatikchhari from Banshkhali at
around 5 pm vesterday

Three young men reportedly
took her to the bank of a nearby
canal, and raped her. '

Two youths identified as Ja-
hangir. 20. and Noor Quashem,
24, were arrested today in this
connection. A case was filed.

Meanwhile, Chandgaon and
Bakolia police in a joint raid at
Kala Mia Bazar under Bakolia
thana arrested an FIR named
accused of a murder case last
night

The accused identified as Md
Jamal Hossain alias Rassel, 20,
was arrested on charge of stab-
bing and opening fire on one
Tuhin who succumbed to his
injuries on August 13

Sharif’s 7 aides
jailed for

contempt of court

[SLAMABAD, Sept 28: Paki-
stan's Supreme Court today
sentenced seven former aides of
deposed prime minister Nawaz
Sharif to one month in prison
for their 1997 storming of the
top court, officials said, reports
AFP

In addition to

the prison

term, the leaders and lawmak-
ers of Sharifs former ruling
party. the Pakistan Muslim

League (PML) will pay a fine of
2.000 rupees (about 84 dollars)
each. the bench said in its rul-
ing

See pPage 11 col 8
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thousands
have been

ollicials. Several
local people, who
walting around the circuit
house and the district court
premises, welcomed the BNP
MPs and chanted slogans
against the terrorists.

Later, the BNP lawmakers
along with the DC and SP went
to the residence of Nurul Islam
at Uttar Majupur village. How-
ever, none of the family mem-
bers was present at the resi-
dence. They talked to relatives.

The lawmakers then went to
the District Bar Association
Bhaban and exchanged views
with the lawyers.

Speaking at the meeting, Bar
association President Tarequd-
din Chowdhury said that he
had informed both the DC and
the SP about the abduction
immediately after the incidence
and requested them to take
urgent measures to rescue their
colleague.

“Nurul Islam could have
been rescued unhurt had the
police taken prompt action. But
the administration made un-
necessary delays in taking
steps,” he said.

Meanwhile, the district ad-
ministration deployed huge
contingent of police in different
parts of the district.

Opposition Chiel Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, Dr
Khandaker Mosharral Hossain
MP. Barrister Moudud Ahmed,
Abdullah Al Noman, Mirza Ab-
bas, party MPs Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Major (Retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed, Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka, Amanullah Aman,
Ehsanul Hag Milon. Abu Hena,
Kabir Hossain. Khairul Enam,
Ziaul Haq Zia. Zainal Abedin
Farug, Rafiqul Islam Bakul,
Abul Kalam Azad Siddique,
Goutam Chakrabarty, Abul
Hossain, Nazimuddin Alam,
Mosharraf Hossain and Bar-
katullah Bhulu, and central

leaders Abul Khair, Bhuivan,
Shaheeduddin Chowdhury were
among those present.

The programmes over, Prof
Chowdhury addressed a huge

gathering in front of the Circuit
House. Earlier, the BNP law-
makers and leaders were

greeted by the local party ac-
tivists at different places at
Begumganj and Laxmipur.

A tense situation was pre-
valling in the district.

Environment court
caught in a tangle

Finance ministry loath to
allocate funds

By Shehab Ahmed

Setting up of environment
courts in the country to try
polluters has become uncertain
despite passage of legislation in
this regard by the Jatiya Sang-
sad earller this year.

This Is hampering prosecu-
tion of polluters and encroach-
ers who have occupied shore
lands of rivers and wetlands
and are discharging effluents
Into water bodles creating pub-
lic health hazard, sources con-
cerned said.

After passage of the legisla-
tlon in April, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
(MOEF) sent proposals to fi-
nance and law ministries for
sanction of funds and recruit-
ment of personnel for setting up

of courts in five divisional
headquarters.
But the process has been

blocked by bureaucratic red
tape and reluctance of the fi.
nance  ministry to  allocate
lunds, the sources said.

A survey carried out by the
Department of Environment
(DOE) earlier listed over 1100
mills and factories polluting the
water, air and environment,
mainly around cities. .

These pollutants which in-
clude textile mills. garments
lactories. tanneries. chemical
fertiliser and power plants are
releasing poisonous effluents in

rivers causing their slow death. . /

)

The DOE has also identified |
hundreds of encroachers who /
have occupied shore lands of
Buriganga, Shitalakhva. Turag,
Balu and Dhaleshwari rivers
around Dhaka and Narayan-
ganj and also of Karnafuly in
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Security tightened as
crimes up in Khulna

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA. Sept 28: Security
has been tightened in the city
in the wake of a number of
murders, attempts to murder,

attacks on rivals on court
premises, a murder in police
custody near court and an

alarming rise in armed dacoities
in the last one vear.

Tuesday's incident in the
CMM's Court. the second in last

seven months, has forced
authorities to take securiiy
measures at all vulnerable

points including Kkey instzlla-
tions. A part from KMP and
APBN. BDR has been deployed
to meet any unwanted situa-
tion. A gang entered the Court
on Tuesday and made an abor-
tive bid to take away an ac-
cused.

Appearance of armed cadres
of outlawed parties and a major
political party and their active
involvement in heinous crimes
including murders and dacoi-
ties has created a sense of inse-
curity among people here.
These armed cadres are being
used by vested groups and po-
litical godfathers for their evil
designs. Several top political
leaders here have been given
death threats in the last one
month. Some of them have filed
general diaries with police

seeking security. Uniformed an
plain clothes police have been
deploved too watch movement
of visitors to them. .

"Armed cadres of outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist
Party and those allegedly shel-
tered by godfathers of different
political parties are now staying
in disguise in different areas of
the city to create lawlessness.®
said a top KMP official. He how-
ever added that they were trying
their best to trace these ele-
ments.

Failure to recover arms of
Ershad Shikder, 'political _cd—j,
fathers' and professional killers,
including those of the killers DI\
local Awami league Leader SMA !
Rob has led to rise in crimes in
the city. observed some lawyers
of both the ruling party and the
opposition.

Inaction of police, corruption
at thanas in the city, absence ol
action against criminals and
drug Il’ﬂﬂ%i'kfl’b in particular
are some major factors behind
increase in crimes, they noted

“Neither CID nor KMP has
so far succeeded in putting the
accused in a number of mur-
der cases and other criminal
cases in the dock as was done
in the case of Ershad Shikder,”
a senior lawyer said

Padma wakes up in full fury

Hundreds of families lose their homes to the hungry river
By Morshed Ali Khan. back from Rajbari

The whimsical Padma that
otherwise provides sustenance,
has once again turned into a
vicious instrument of death and
destruction and this time it is
back with a vengeance,
Through massive erosions, it is
hungrily eating up homesteads
of hundreds of people of
Goalanda thana in Rajbari dis-
trict. With whatever belongings
they can carry, people are flee-
ing the wrath of the mighty
river.

Mechanised boats carrying
families with small children,
elderly persons and cattle from
Kuishyahata., Biswanathpur,
Panod and other adjacent ar-
eas. were heading for unknown
destinations, Some even carried
the tin roofs of their abandoned
houses.

At Kulshyahata, about five
kilometres northwest of Dau-
labdia, the voracious river with
its flerce currents assaulted the

banks with brute force, taking

away large chunks of earth
every minute, devouring huge
trees. banana plantations and
clusters of bamboo trees. Men,

women and children toiled hard
to dismantle their houses and
retreat with their belongings.
Not everyone was lucky enough
to hire a mechanised boat.

"We heard that many of the
victimns went to Daulabdia and
found a land for shelter. others
told us that land-owners there
did not allow the victims to
disembark: | do not know where
to go,” sald Shaikh Asmat sit-
ting in a boat with his family of
six and all their life's belong-

ings
Some of the victims. who
took shelter at Daulabdia, de-

fying resistance from land-own-
ers, sald they had been living in
those areas along the Padma for
over sixty vears and had never
seen such rapld erosions. Many
families piled tree trunks they
had hastily saved from the ero-
sion onto packed boats.

Mojibor Mandal. 45, a
farmer from Kushyahata, es-
caped the erosion along with

his wife, five children, elderly
mother, a 12-year-old daughter-

in-law, a goat and the tin roof of

his house,

Mojibor said he had to beg
people., who themselves faced
resistance from land-owners in
Daulabdia, for a ride there by
boat. Mojibor and his famnily
slept by the roadside under the
tin roof using it as a canopy.

The entire family was dev-
astated by the erosion. Mojl-
bar's wife sald they could not
sleep for two days and had no
food to eat. Mojibor's BO-year-
old mother moved around with
the help of a stick, wiping her
tears in desperation.

For two whole days, the
whole family was busy disman-
tling the house in the face of a
rapid erosion that threatened to
devour us any time,” Mojibor's
wile saild.

“ You could not ask anyone
for help because every one was

busv saving whatever they
could,” she said.
lLLalon, Abul Sardar, Rafiq

Sardar, Alek Sheilkh, Khaleque
Sheikh were among many oth-
ers who kept arriving at Dau-
labdia on boats. They said hun-
dreds of families in those areas
did not have anywhere to go.

Many watched tearfully as their
homes. trees and last belong-
ings. were being devouired by
the Padma. “None showed up,
from either the district admini-
stration or the local pgovern-
ment, to help us out”, they said.
“These shoal areas are out-
side any flood protection em-
bankment and the population
that grew up in these areas over
the last 60 years are mostly
farmers, The biggest problem
for these families is to find a
mechanised boat to carry their
belongings with them while they
escape,” said Lalon, 60, who
escaped the catastrophe and
found a small stretch of land
near the BIWTA ghat at Dau-
labdia to rebuild his house.
Lalon said he had never wit-
nessed such massive erosfons
in his lifetime. BIWTC naviga-
tors who shuttle between Dau-
labdia and Aricha ferrying vehi-
cles sald incessant rain caused
a4 sudden increase In current in
the rivers Jamuna and Padma,
They sald a slight change in the
course ol the river due to rise in
oce page 1] col 3
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Sadek for tech

Education Minister A S H K
Sadek vesterday laid emphasis
on imparting technical educa-
tion along with general educa-
tion for the educated section ol
society so that they could earn
their bread with dignity. reports
BSS

“We are satisfied with our
present rate of literacy ol
around 62 per cent which

should be increased to cent per
cent within a stipulated time,”
the minister said in the inaugu-
ral session of the national
seminar on “Education for All:
Dakar Declaration and Strategy
for its Implementation™ at Hotel
Sheraton.

The minister said skills, val-
ues and attitudes required for
survival of human beings must
be fmparted with formal and
informal education to upgrade
the quality of life. Literate peo-
ple can take part in develop-

ment  process  actively, he
diliif'll,
Relerring to the around 7

billilon taka expenditure in edu-
cation sector, the minister said
the government generates 60
per cent of the cost from (ts
own resources, Jd0 per cent
from private sector and only 3
per cent from donors.

"We have to mobilise our
OWl11 resources niore lor
strengthening our base of edu-
cation level.” the minister said
adding that effective basic edu-

education

cation should be ensured for all

by the vear 2001 through con- |

linued endeavour ol both the
government and the private
sector

As a follow-up of interna-

tional commitments as well as
country's own plan. he said. the
povernment decided 1o gross
enrollment at the primany level
at 95 per cent and competition
rate at the primary level 1o 70
per cent by the vear end.

He said the adult literacy
rate (15 vears and above) is
estimated at 62 per cent by mid
2000 and is expected to reach
65 per cent by the end of the
year.

The minister called upon the
officials concerned to imple-
ment the Dakar Framework for
Action to ensure access to good
quality primary education with
particular emphasis to girl child
by 2015.

Presided over by Primary
and Mass Education Secretary
Dr Sadat Hussain, the inaugu-
ral session was also addressed
by State Minister for Education
Satish Chandra Roy, UNESCO
Country Representative Dr An-
sar Ali Khan and Director Gen-
eral of Primary Education Di-
rectorate Prol Saleh Matin.

Later, the working session
of the seminar was held at
BIAM auditorivun  where Nu-
ruddin Malunud  Kamal and
Prof Muhammad Sirajuddin

=

presented two papers.

CPA to procure 44

container handling

equipment

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 28:
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
will procure 44 container han-
dling equipment at a cost of
over Tk 54 crore from three
foreign companies within nine
months, port sources said.

The procurement of 44
equipment is a part of the CPA
project for purchasing 142
equipment, aimed at expediting
container handling operation at
this major sea port that handles
over 1200 vessels annually.

CPA in this regard signed

DU to probe

allegation of

plagiarism
By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authorities
vesterday formed a lour-
member probe body to investi-
sate into an alleged' plagiarism
)y a teacher of the Department
of Law.

Headed by Syndicate mem-
ber Barrister Shawkat Ali Khan,
the other members of the body
are Justice A S M Mesbah Ud-
din, Prof Abdul Momin Chowd-
hury of History Departiment and
Prof Fakrul Alam of English
Department of the universirty.

Sources said that the probe
body was lormed at a meeting
of the university Syndicate after
Dr Farmin Islam of Law De-
partment filed a written comn-
plaint to the DU VC on Tues-
day.

In her complaint, Dr Farmin

alleged that her department
colleague Dr Borhan adopted a
portion of her unpublished

doctoral thesis into one of his
publications without her con-
sent or reference,

When contacted, Vice Chan-
cellor Prof A K Azad Chowdhury
told The Daily Star last night
that use of intellectual property
without consent or reference is
a serious crime. :

"One may be suspended or
even expelled from the univer-
sity il such allegation is proved
against o teacher.” the VC said.

‘ment

three separate agreements with
three companies of USA, Fin-
land and Italy vesterday. port
sources said. The 44 equipment
included 13 straddle carrier, 22
terminal tractors and 9 stack- |
ers of high capacity. With thef»
procurement of those equi
the productivity at the
jetty and vards of the port
would mark tremendous in-
crease.

The rest of the equipment
will be procured in phases. port
sources added.

Chittagong port has been
facing equipment shortage for
long to cope with the growing
number of containers, sources
said.

Such a shortage of equip-
ment prompted the port
authority to undertake a project
for procurement ol equipment.
Due to bureaucratic tangle it
was shelved for a long time and
later it revived. sources said.

Last fiscal vear Chittagong
port handled around four lakh
containers against its capacity
to handle over one lakh con-
tainers annually, port sources
said. Two multi-purpose berths
(MPB) were already built and
brought under commission in
1992 lor handling container
cargo.

Another container terminal
is likely to be Dbuilt at New
Mooring shortly, port sources
said.
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Sun Rises | Sun Sets
5.59 pm

Sept 29|
Sept 3{11

5-50 am

Prayer Timings
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September 29
Azan | Jamaat

Fajr 4-45 5-15
Juma 12-15{ 1-15

Asr 4-30 4-45
Maghrib 6-03 | 608 | y
Esha 7-45 |, 819 | §
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