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International Children's Day and Child Rights Week 2000 have mixed meaning for them. While the Amra Kur: kids brought

out colourful processions, for their coevals in rags, it was just another day under the sun with no lofty dreams.
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Bring culprits to book

BNP MPs urge Laxmipur administration

By Rezaul Karim, from Laxmipur

LAXMIPUR, Sept 28. BNP
lawimakers, who came here

. stodav to know the fate of kid-

napped party leader Nurul ls-
lam. asked the district admini-
stration and the police to im-
mediately take effective meas-
ure to rescue him and bring the
culprits to book.

Some 20 MPs led by Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Prof
AQM Badrudozza Chowdhury
also went to the residence of
Nurul Islam. met the local bar

association members and had a

lengthy discussion with the
Deputy Commissioner and the
Police Super.

The BNP MPs started from
Dhaka at 8:45 pm. and
reached Laxmipur at 2 p.m. by
road.

Nurul Islam, Organising Sec-
retary of Laxmipur district unit
BNP and formmer Public Prose-
cutor. was Kidnapped allegedly
by terrorists belonging to rulin
Awami League at about 11:3

p.m. on Sept ¥8. His where-
abouts is still unknown.

Although  the Laxunipur
chapter of ruling Awami League
and fts front organisations
threatened to resist the arrival
of BNP MPs, no untoward inci-
dent was reported,

During the meeting with DC
Mahbubul Alam and SP Irfan
Ali Khan at the Laxmipur Cir-
cuit House, Prolf AQM Bad-
rudozza Chowdhury expressed

See page 12 col 4
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Khaleda wants
elections
this year

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia yester-
day demanded immediate an-
nouncement of date for holding
general elections within this
vear. reports UNB,

She made the demand when
the visiting US Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Affairs, Alan W
Eastham, called on her at her
official residence in the evenin

“We want election to be !wﬁi
within this year because the
ruling party has lost people's
mandate for its inefficiency and
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KAFCCO) stands as a

the Bangladeshis involved in piloting
negotiation and approval of the project,
Hasnat Abdul Hye writes in The KAFCO

Ston
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MansoorMamoons Let’s Face it Regionally

Harunur Rashid’s Bomb, Blood and Gore
Ekram Kabirs CetSet for Sufficient Suppon

10 Peacein Pieces by BinodBhattarai and Shiva Gaunle
corporate Hr{-rd and individual carruption,

The government should be unforgving to

FOCUS

MahfuzurRahmars
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Colonialisml is Alive and Well. in UnsuspectedPlaces

The biggest burden on their souls was the
insitivity of the world in which they had to

diminish limb by limb and nobody tried to
save them, writes Mohammad  Badrul
Ahsan in Dismembering the Member of a

Family
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(Govt shields urea from
gas price rise

Additional Tk 100 crore allocated for fertiliser subsidy

By Reaz Ahmad

The government has decided
to provide an additional Tk 100
crore as subsidy on fertiliser
instead of further raising urea
price, official sources said

A 15 per cent increase in gas

price from September 1 has
pushed up production cost of
urea fertiliser substantially

leaving only two options lef
either to increase urea price or
provide additional subsidy

Considering the probable
negative reaction of the farming
community before the general
elections next vear, the gov-
ernment has decided to go for
the second option, the sources
said

In June 1997, the govern-
ment had last increased urea
price by Tk 1075 per tonne

from Tk 3,725. But since then,
gas price was raised by 30 per

in Decem-
September

cent in two phases
ber 1998 and on
| this vear

In the
2000-2001 .
allocated as

national budget for
Tk 100 crore was
lertiliser subsidy
but due to price hike of gas,
subsidy has been raised to Tk
200 crore, the sources said
Bangladesh Chemical In-
dustries Corporation (BCIC)
which runs all the urea
lactories in public sector esti-
mated that tonne production
cost of urea has gone up to Tk
2.900 from Tk 5.700 earlier
BCIC sources said the gov-
ernment sells urea at Tk 240
per jH-Lg sack (Tk I.HHII}HW
lonne) at factory gate while the
price has been fixed at Tk 265
per o0-Kg sack (TKk 5,300 per
tonne) at 'buffer stocks
Sources in the ministries of

S 1IX

agriculture and industries
pointed out that the recent in-
crease in fuel price already has
its impact on farmers who use
diesel-run pumps for irrigation
purpose. “So it would not be a
prudent decision to raise fertil-
iser price once again,” said a
top official

Talking to The
Agriculture Minister Motia
Chowdhury defended fertiliser
subsidy saying, "We are still far
below the WTO-permitted sub-
sidy level.”

According to Planning Com-
mission Member Dr M A Sattar
Mondal, Bangladesh's ‘agpgre-
gate measures of support (AMS)
to agriculture’ barely accounted
for 3.5 per cent of the total
farin gate value of agricultural
products’ whereas WTO allows
support up to 10 per cent

Dally Star

Mentionably, a total

However the

duction., sources said
“In 1999-2000. the
irom its owinl

the countrv. the

speech

BCIC sources said six urea

pro-
duce 18 lakh tonnes in 2000-

) projected
demand of 23 lakh tonnes. The

rest would have to be procured
venture

lertiliser factories would

2001 as apainst a

cither from joint
KAFCO or from abroad

of Tk
411 crore was spent as fertiliser
subsidy over the last four vears.
government
feels that this huge amount of
subsidy gave enough dividends
in terms of increased crop pro-

POVETTI-
ment did not import foodgrains
resources due to
increase in food production in
Finance Min-
Ister had said in his last budget

Dollar deals behin
Milon's murder?

Rivalry over control of some
city markets, dollar business in
the kerb market and smuggling
through Zia International Air-
port might have led to the Kkill-
ing of Humayun Kabir alias
Milon on_ the court
premises in Old Dhaka on
Wednesday, police and under-
world sources said vesterday

Milon helped police arrest a
member ol a rival gang a lew
days back. He also plaved a
vital role in the recovery of 1.5
lakh US dollars from a toilet at
ZIA on September 23

The dollars were being
phoned by members of 'seven
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Road mishap
kills 4 1n
Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

Siranjganj, Sept 28: Four
people were killed and 40 other
injured, 18 of them critically,
when two buses collided head
on near village Gangaproshad
on Bogra-Nagarbari highway
today.

The dead were identified as
Shahjahan Ali, 48 of village
Tetulia in Sathia thana. driver

of a bus Osman Gani, 42. of
Pabna. Ismail Hossain. 20. of
Sathia thana and Shahadat
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ossain. 55 of village Shaktipur |

in Shahjadpur

Shahjahan Ali and the bus
driver died on the spot while
the two others at the Bera
Thana Health Complex.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when a Dhaka-bound
passenger bus from Bogra col-
lided head on with a Pabna-
bound bus from Shahjadpur at

See page 11 col 8

Princess Anne
arrives in city
November 21

Princess Anne will arrive in
Ehaka on November 21 on a 3-
ay visit to Bangladesh, repo
UNB. o > o

A Royal aircraft carrying the
Princess will fly into Zia Inter-
national Airport. said a British
High Commission press release
here yesterday,

This will be her third visit to
Bangladesh.

Princess Anne-  will lay
wreath at the National Mauso-
lewm at Savar,

She will call on the presi-
dent, Prime Minister and Leader
f the Opposition in Parliament

The Princess will also travel
to Chittagong and Svihet to
mect local officials and visit
:tnﬁ.:rall development  projects

JUSINesses  wit -
wvolvement. i Efits:

The Roval team will leave
Eﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂdf‘.\“ on November 23 for
An advance party, led by Col
'l:'lml_hllhy Earl, Principal Pr?’;vale
Secretary to the Princess, will
aArrive i Dhaka on Oclober K.
Hring his visit, Col Timoth
alon wﬁh a member of lhz
Roval Close Protection Team
will discuss arrangemernts for

the fhynl visit with local offi-
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Dacoities gaiore in city

Tk 25 lakh and valuables looted in nine incidents

Dacoits took away about Tk
25 lakh in cash. gold orna-
ments and other valuables in
nine incidents in the city on
Wednesday and in the early
hours of yesterday

Four of the incidents took
place at South Goran ({rom
about 2:30 amn to 3:45 am ves-
terday. Of these, three were in

the first, second and third
floors of the same building.
Four other incidents took

place in Old Dhaka and one at
South Jatrabari, police said.
Dacoits entered the first
floor flat of a building at South
Goran at about 2:30 am by
cutting window grills and took

By Staff Corespondent

away about TKk. 21.000 in cash
and gold ornaments. They then
climbed to the second floor and
looted about Tk. 4.25 in cash
and valuables. Before makin

off. they climbed to the thir

floor wherefrom they took away

Tk 24. 000 in cash and valu-
ables.
Abdul Rashid, resident at

one of flats, lodged a case with
Khilgaon thana in this regard

In another incident at South
CGoran, dacoits entered the third
floor flat of a building at about
3:45 am by cutting window
grills of the kitchen and looted
about Tk 1.3 lakh in cash and
gold ornaments at gun point. A

case was filed with
police.

Dacoits rang the calling bell
at a house at Rishi Kesh Das
Road in Sutrapur at about 9
pm Wednesday. When the door
was opened. they entered the
house forcibly and took away
about Tk 3:64 lakh in cash and
gold ornaments at gunpoint

In another incident at Jaga-
nath Saha Road, dacoits en-
tered the first floor flat of a
building at about 2:30 pm on
Wednesday by cutting window
Frills and made off with Tk 1.40
akh in cash and valuables
Lalbagh police arrested

e Jr.q“{' I I |r.| f__'_-

Khilgaon

one

Two down, three to go for the US sprinter

SYDNEY., Sept 28: Marion
Jones strode unchallenged to a
second sprint victory at the
Sydney Olympics on Thursday,
a stark contrast to the knife-
edge action that marked most
of Thursdays finals. reports
AFP

For Jones it was two down,
three to go in her bid for Olym-
pic immortality. She added the
200m gold to the 100m crown
she claimed on Monday to con-
tinue her march toward an un-
precedented five gold medals in
a single Games.

Although the race wasn'
close, Jones admitted that her
overriding emotion was relief
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As she neared the end of her
victory lap. she moved to the
stands and planted a kiss on
her beleaguered husband CJ
Hunter, the world shot-pul
champion banished to the
spectators section alter  the
revelation that he had tested
positive for steroids four times
this vear.

China earned a stunning
four gold medals - including the
first three of the day - but their
race walker Wang Liping and
diver Fu Mingxia were among
those keeping nerves stretched
laut,

True,
svnchronised

China's  triumphant
diving duos. In

ans .
-y

0002112
T111779
711782

eBB2108,
7111774,
712208,

the nmien's synchronised three-
metre springboard and women's
sviichronised platforin, en-
cotntered little opposition

But Fu. who earned a rec-
ord-tying fourth Olympic diving
gold of her career, needed near-
perfection on her final two dives
to surpass teammate Guo Jing-
jing after falling behind on her
first three efforts

Wang became the first
Olympic champion in the
women's 20km walk, inheriting
the victory as three race leaders
ahead of her were disqualitied.

Syvdneysider Jane Saville
was headed into the stadium to
the roar of the crowd when the
gold medal was ripped from her
grasp - to her anguish and hu-
millation.

“I thought I had done it, but
then | saw the judge reaching
for his card,” she sald.

Wang won ahead of Norway's
Kjersti Plaectzer and Spain's
Maria Vasco. Not one of the
medallists would have made the
I:-m_lllun based on their placings
rarely bkm out from the finish.

in 4min 38B.71sec, Chris
Huffins saw his decathlon gold
alchemise into bronze. The
time. his personal best in the
1500m. counldn’t keep Estonian
folk hero Erki Nool and Czech
Roman Sebrle from surpassing

See page 1 col 4

Khilg;ion thawna-
SI charged

with murder

By Court Correspondent

A complamnt case was filed
against a Sub-Inspector of Khil-
gaon thana with the Chiel Met-
ropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka, yesterday on charge of
killing a young man

Metropolitan Magistrate Mo-
hammad Nurul Islam directed
police super of CID to take legal
action against the SI after a
detailed investigation

Mamtaj Begum of East
Rampura under Khilgaon thana
in her complaint said that on
September 18, her son Mahbub

Hasan Khan OIli along with
about seven others was gos-
siping at a club at Purba

Hazipara Bahumukhi Sambava
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By Staft Correspondent

star group’, rival of Milon's 'five
stal group the sources
claimed

Milon's wile Dolly lodged an
FIR with Kotwali police last
night accusing Jov and Tokai

=agar ol 'seven star group' and
20U others ol Kulimg ol ner hus-
band

ihe FIR said Milon was
Killed following a dispute ovei
share in business, but did not
specily, according to polici

None was arrested till last
night in connection with the
Killing

Milon had gone to the Met
ropolitan Court ol Sessions to

dppear in a case I connection
with smuggling of 590 tolas of
ll"']':I TIEF "l{:_ij —';i.:"- .Il“* Cdseé was

[iled with Cantonment police on

uly 27 last veair

Ihe Investigation Officer of
the case submitted a ‘final re-
POoTt DElore the CMM'S court on
June dropping the names «
Vilon and two others from the
l1Ist o1 live accused The case
was later transferred to the
Metropolitan Court of Sessions
where hearing on the 'final re-
port began on Wednesday

\ll the accused were granted
bail by court earlier

~ee page 11 | |

Jones stays on course to Olympic glor

More uniformed

men placed on
NCB boards

By Inam Ahmed

When the Awami League
government restructured the
boards of the state-run banks
hopes ran high that the strug-
gling institutions would at last
be back on track

Four vears down
the state of the
tionalised and specialised
banks is pathetic, more so with
the latest round of appointment
of directors of whom four were
newly inducted while 16 got
term extensions

the lane,
boards ol na-

ol Janata

\part from appointing five
sitting brigadiers. the govern-
ment has put two more men
from the armed forces Com-
modore AKM Alam of Navy and
Air Commodore Rashid Ahmed

on the boards of two NCBs

The navv man sits on the board
Bank and the air

lorce official on that of Agrani
Bank
'he boards. as thevy look
now. consist ol partymen. busi-
SO 1) | ] | 4

.US sprint chnn}pion nn_d Olympic 100m gold medal winner Marion Jones powers over the track
in front of Puulhuw Davis-Thompson of the Bahamas (R) and Debbie Ferguson (L) of Jamaica to
win the Olympic gold in the women’s 200m at the Sydney Games yesterday.

— AFP photo
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Dock workers

strike from
October 16

I' i .-I'I:F”.]t'\.r iermmnal i1s Call "”I'ﬂ
' T lederation announced
| the work abstention programine

| at a meeltin;
| this moming with

111 the chair
| he speakers

demanded

punishment to those involved in
onspiracy to install SSA (Ste-
loring Services of America
proposed private port. immedi-

ate installation of New Mooring
| container terminal
t ljlllisilaf"lf 11

1 withdrawal of 4

142 EIMMETEECl)

basis Aarn

| cent corporate tax imposed o1
tl port this vear

: [he rally was addressed by
MD Mahfuzur Rahman Khan
Golam Md Chowdhurv and Md

Llasuddirn

Housewife
burnt to

death

By Staff Correspondent

WwWds

| A housewile

| husband for downy

Fatema Begum. 25. wile ol
Dulal Uddin. a fruit vendor
umbed to burn injuries at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
at around 3 am

sources said

S0

we couldn’'t meet his demand
for TK 10.000 the wvictims
| mother said. adding that Tk
7.000 was given last month

following an arbitration

On Wednesday. Dulal again
sent her wife to bring the rest of
the money. When she returned
empty handed., Dulal beat her
mercilessly

"Dulal beat her again al
night. poured kerosene on her,
and fire to her body,” hos-
pital sources said

Fatema left behind a three
and half vear old daughter,

Tk 5 lakh

snatched

sel

at Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 28: Muggers
took away Tk five lakh at gun
point from two brothers in

broad day light in the district
town today.

Local people chased the
muggers and caught one of
them

The incident took place while
the lkramul Hossain and Naz-
mul Hossain, money exchange
traders., were on their wav to
the business firm in Station
road area by a rickshaw from
their house at 11 am

SIx armed vouths on two
motor bikes intercepted them
near the rail gate and fired two
gunshots, injuring one of the
brothers.

The mugger, identified as
Shaheed of Shibganj area of the
towil. was handed over to po-

e,

threaten 48-hr

| From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Sept 28: The

Ch Bandar Sramik Kar-
machari Federation threatened
a 48-hour work abstention from
October 16 unless the on-going
process for accord to install the

SSA proposed private port and

i at Bandar Bhaban
Sirajul Islam

at the meeting
exemplan,

[ =

ProCurniiig oi

opurnt 10
death yesterday allegedly by her

hospital

Dulal killed mvy daughter as
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