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Tie: 7:30 pm,

Bharatnaty
tiste Belayet Hossain
the first tine that a Ban
Cratnatvam to live music
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Central
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Annual

Samity will hold its annual

of Bangabandhu Sheikh

. Time: 3:00 pmn.

. & & F =

L2 - s &

L ding anniversary. A cultural program
g?ll:f:lgsfo}l?me?lugy d&m&r.'\r‘mue: Hotel Purbani International.

conference:
hold its first central conference. Venue:
of Teachers Students Centre (TSC) on DU campus.

+ The Youth Group will cele-
me will

am performance: Bangladeshi ar-
Khan will present Bharatnatyam. This is
adeshi artiste will be presenting Bha-
n the country. Venue: Indian Caltural

. Centre. Saunasjid Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 7:00 pm,

Biplobi Chhatra Sangha will
Seminar room (2" floor)
Time: 10:00

eneral meeting: The Gopalpur Thana
neral meeting. Venue:
ufjib Medical

uditorinm
niversity, Shahbag.

Inauguration: The Boutique Rong will be reopened with

a new range

of Sarees and Salwar Kameez. Venue: Rainak

Complex. BDR Gate-4, Dhanmondi Rd No 2. Time: 5:00 pm.
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No change in temperature

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

, lemporary gu

sty wind is likely at a few places over

hittagong

and Sylhiet divisions and at one or two places over Rajshabhi,
:Dlmké. Barisal and Khulna divisions till 6 pm today, reports

« UNB.

, Dayv temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

"y country during the period. Met office said.

' The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
' 34 6 degree Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 23.0 degree Celsius

- at Bogra.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:49 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:49 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
" in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Tem
i
Max
32.4
320
342
34.0
33.9
31.3
32.6

. City /Town

F W -

* Dhaka

. Chittagong
* Rajshahi

. Khulna

* Barisal

- Sylher

" Cox's Bazar

elsius

rature Humidity in
percentage
Min Moming Evenin

20.0 6 %
23.9 83
26.0 82
24.5 69
254 83
. B 4 9]

24.5 88

7

85
82
78
80
82
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tonnection with a gold smug-
gling case filed with Canton-
ent police on July 27, 1999.
Police dropped his namne from
the list of accused in the case
during mvestigation. submitted
the final report' on June 8 and
thie hearing on it took place
yesterday.

+ “The gang intercepted Milon
when he was boarding his car
after the hraring”. said Shahin.
a motor parts trader. who wit-
nessed  the ancident. Shahin
Jrad blood stains in his shirt as
‘he accompanied the victim to
,the DMCH.

+ lronically. lawvers staged a
demonstration on the courlt
premises only 15 belore the

Ancident. They demanded justice
for murder of two advocates --
Habibur Rahman Mondal. who
was joint secretarv of city BNP
and Kalidas Baral. vice presi-
dent of Bagerhart district unit of
the ruling Awami League.

- "The assailants numbering
about 15. all brandishing so-
‘phisticated arms. entered the
Lcourt premises from the Court

Honse Street at about 1:00 pm,
killed Milon and left the area
without being challenged either
by police or by his body
guards,” Shahin said.

The gang pumped at least 20

rounds of bullets on Milon and
then fled through the Court
JHouse street at about 1:10 pm.
' "The assailants were wearing
Jeans trousers and full sleeve
shirts,” said Tapan Sarker, a
bodypuard of the victim. Sarker
said he eried for help but none
came forward.

Sarker said he could not
identify the Kkillers. At this
stage. some people took him
awayv saving that he was not in
a position to speak further.
Police later seized the vic-

+ Launching seminar
of IBA (UK)

A launching seminar of The
Institute of Business Aduni-
stration. UK. was held at 1DB
anditorium in the city recently,
SAays a press release.

., Centre for International
Studies, the approved centre in
Bangladesh. organised the
SCIAAr.

. Richard Lunt, Director, The
British Council Teaching Cen-
fre. was present as special
guest. Dr Jamaluddin Ahuned
FCA presented a Keynote paper

on  “Business Education in
Bangladesh.”

- The IBA diplomas can be
«<ompleted in Bangladesh in 12

"o 15 months with transfer fa-
Lilitles (0 the final vear of BA
‘[Hons) Business Studies. Uni-
Mersiy of Huedder<tirld or MBA.
eShetlie o Tl ! HIVETSIY,

Floods
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and Jhenidali districts wors-
ened [urther while it improved
in Rajshahi. Chapainawabganj.
Kushtia and Netrakona, ac-

..)*| cording to reports from our
, orrespondents and news agen-
Holes. |
. In Mnhchrqpur. 15 more vil-
dages in ujibnagar upazila
hiave been inundated due to on

srush of waters from across the
‘border.
' Most
:m under waist deep water.
Folice and BDR personnel have
'started evacuating the affected
s e lo saler places,
¢ dhe situation in other af-
fected districts improved with
all of water level in major riv-
- ETH,

The suflerings of the affected

i e have been mounted due
, fo inadeguate supply of relief

of the wvillages have
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Underworld don

tim's car along with one set of
mobile phone, one licensed
revolver with six rounds of bul-
let and some documents related
to the case for which he came
to the court.

Some witnesses said that the
assailants split into two groups
carried out the Killing. About 10
of them took position in the
middle between the two court
buildings and the rest Killed
him, firing 20 rounds.

They exploded two home
made bombs creating panic in
the area, said a witness.

Police fired tear gas shells
after the cFang had fled, wit-
nesses said.

The Dhaka Bar Association
il a press statement con-
demmned the incident.

The DMP said in a press re-
lease that policemen on duty at
the court yvesterday were sus-
pended.

Meanwhile the body of Milon
was taken to his Purana Paltan
residence. Witnesses said a
number of people including
leaders of his Five Star Group
as well as some from Seven Star
Group earlier went to the
DMCH to see his body. Some of
the visitors were seen crying
and saying 'this Killing will not
go unavenged'.

Policeman held

From page 1|
up the naik and ASI.
added.

Meanwhile. ADC, traffic. Ra-
fiqul Islam suddenly arrived at
the spot and reported the inci-
dent to Ramna thana.

Some policemen went there
and took all the parties involved
in the fracas to the police sta-
tion. Recelving information,
some army officers also rushed
to spot and asked the police to
file a case against the naik. But
Ramna police refused.
nesses said.

However, after a long nego-
tiation at 2 a.m. police filed a
case against the naik under the
Children and Women Repres-
sion Prevention Act, sources
said.

Ramna police later filed
case against the major for ob-
structing the policemen in per-
forming official duties.

The nailk was produced be-
fore the CMM's Court vesterday
and later sent to the Dhaka
Central Jail.

Ershad
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He asked the government to
resign and announce an early
parliamentary election.

JP senior presidivun member
Naziur Rahman Manjur said AL
would definitely be defeated in
the next election, as they did
nothing for the welfare of the
INAsSsSes,

JP presidinum members Sunil
Gupta. ATM Fazle Rabbi, ABM
Ruhul Amin Hawladar. Kazi
Firoz Rashid. GM Halider. Col
(retd) Gaffar (BU). Mostafa Ja-
mal Haider, and vice-presidents
MA Hannan and Sved Abu Hos-
staln &:ddresscd. the function
chaired by elty unit JP Presi-
dent M Salfur gahmnn,

Addressing the function, city
BNP President Sadek Hossaln
Khoka MP ur for strength-
ening the political base of the
alllance across the country.

Among others, Jamaat-e-
Islami General Secretary ATM
Azharul Islam and Islami Oikva
Jote leader Abdur Rab also
addressed the council.

Later, JP leaders and work-
ers brought out a colourful pro-
cession that ended at Paltan
Maldan after parading some
city roads.

they

wit- |,

| FEMA report

Voters’ turnout
in poura polls
satisfactory

Election to 13 pourashavas
in 13 districts was held quite
gcact*fully on September 25 and

6 amid tight security, except-
ing at a few centers in Comilla
where gross irregularities were
reported, reports UNB.

This was revealed in an in-
terim report of Fair Election
Monitoring Alliance (FEMA)
which monitored the elections
by its observers.

The report published yester-
day said the turnout of the vot-
ers was satisfactory.

According to the report, the
presiding officers caught a
number of fake voters from
several centers in Tungi,
Chandpur. Comilla, Gopalganj
and  Rangpur  pourashavas
while casting fake votes.

Besides, polling in two cen-
ters of Comilla pourashava was
postponed due to turmoil cre-
ated by some miscreants who
snatched away ballot boxes, the
report added,

Two bodies

found 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Unidentified bodies of a
young man and a voung girl
were recovered from different
places in the city vesterday.

The mutilated body of a
iwelve-year-old girl was recov-
ered near an embankment
about 100 vards away from
Privanka Housing at Mirpur at
12:05 PM. police said. The arms
and legs of the beheaded body
were mutilated. police said.

Hospital sources said that
the girl was Killed by miscre-
ants and dumped near the em-
bankment.

An unnatural death case
was filed with Mirpur police in
this regard and the body has
been sent to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

In another incident. the body
ol a 23-year-old unidentified
man was recovered [rom Chat-
bari of Balughat in the city.

Hospital sources said that
the man was probabiy strangled
lo death.

[lis bodv was

DMCH for autopsy.

Shajahan murder

also st to

Ershad Shikdar,
o others get
. -
life term

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA., Sept 27: Ershad
Shikdar and five others were
sentenced to life termm here to-
day in Shajahan Murder Case.

Eight accused including
Noor-e-Alam were acquitted of
the charge as the prosecution
side failed to prove their guilt

beyond doubt. Five other con-
victs are Liaquat Lashkar. Ja-

mai Faruque, Iddris Jamai.
Ayub Ali and Barek Com-
mander.

All the six were also fined Tk
90.000 each. Twenty per cent of

the fines, if realised, will be
deposited with the national
exchequer, while 80 per cent to
be given to wife. sons and

daughters of victim of Shajahan
Shaikh.

The judgement was delivered
by Hasan Imam, Judge of the
Special Court who has so far
tried six murder cases against
Ershad Shikdar and his accom-
plices. Shikdar has already
been sentenced to death in five
imurder cases.

The prosecution story in
brief is that drug trafficker
Shajahan Shaikh was Kkid-

napped from KDA New Market
area at about 10 pm on May 29
in 1998 and hacked to death on
the roof of old water tank of
railway department near Skid
Ghat.

Beheaded body of Shajahan
was dumped in the river Bhai-
rab the same night as learnt
from judicial statement of Shik-
dar's chief body guard and govt
approver Noor-e-Alamn

Shajahan’s wife Lalmati filed
a case in this connection on
September 3 last year with
Khulna thana.

Thirty-five prosecution wit-
nesses were cross examined
during the trial. Four accused
were tried in absentia. O the

[onr, two were .-'If'v[[llll[f'il

Obituary

Advocate AKM  Akhteruz-
zaman died of old-age compli-
cations at a city clinic on Sep-
tember 26. He was B2, says a
press release,

A lormer vice president of
the Mymensingh disteter anit of
Awami League. Akhternzzaman
was Al advocate al
Mymensingh and Jamalpur
district judge’s court. He was
also elected to then Provinelal
Legislative Assembly in 1970,

He left behind his wife, two
sons, three daughters and a
host of relatives and admirers
to mourn his death,

His quikhwant will be held at

Regency Apartment, 32 Dilu
Road, after Asr pravers on
September 30. Relatives,

friends and admirers have been
requested 1O attend the
! quikhwani.

i

Attendants displaying different kinds of pitha (local cakes) at
a food festival in the city vesterday. The pitha utsab was held
at the Tourism Centre to mark World Tourism Day.

— Star photo

Study on ship-breaking industry

Fire, gas explosions killed
400 in 21 years

By Staff Correspondent

Nearly four hundred people
were Killed and six thousand
others were injured at the ship-
breaking industries at Sita-
kundu in Chittagong in the last
21 years due to fire and gas
explosions, revealed "a recent
study.

The study on "Ship-breaking
Industry of Bangladesh: Status
of the occupational health and
safety and workers' right at
Sitakunda”™ was conducted by a
two-member team of the Bang-
ladesh Institute of Labour
Studies (BILS) at 12 out of 30
such industries at Sitakunda
last month.

Lack of safety measures
poor healthcare facilities, lax in
monitoring system and lack ol
coordination among the gov-
ernment agencies are identified
as the main issues responsible
for the highly hazardous work-
ing condition at the ship-
breaking industries.

According to the study,
about 30 thousand people are
employed in the ship-breaking
vards at Sitakundu. Of them.
2000 are children aged between
10 and 14 vears.

BILS officlals presented a
summary of the study report at
a press conference in the city
on Tuesday.

They said 95 per cent of the
victims of fire and gas explosion
do not get any compensation for
occupational accidents. And
most of the workers have been
suffering from physical disor-
der.

The study found that there
IS 1o specitic service rules nor
fixed minimum wage for the
workers of ship-breaking vards.
The study recommended intro-
ducing a code of conduct on
employment. wages, occupa-
tional health, safety and welfare
for the workers

‘BNP: Nurul Islam

From page |

two vears ago and was staying

at his matemal consin’'s resi-
dence at Laxmipur. So, the
uformationn  provided by the

police and the government re-

garding Islam is “completely
motivated and false,” said
Ashraf.

Quoting press reports, the
BNP joint secretary-general said
an uneasy situation had been
prevailing in Laxmipur since
local AL leader Abu Taher was
elected chairman of municipal-
ity.

He said 38 people were killed
due to political rivalry in Lax-
mipur sadar thana since the
Awami League came to power.
Of the victims, 20 were either
BNP leaders or activists, four
belonged to Jamaat-e-Islami
while 14 others belonged to the
ruling party. The municipality
chairman had a hand in all

ODA transfer

From page 12
reforins

He said slow delivery or cut-
ting down aid does not neces-
sarily make the environmeint
more conducive to change,

The Bangladesh Finance
Minister told the meeting of the
two Bretton-Woods institutions
that the recent increase in olil
prices would create additional
burden on the oil-importing
developing nations.

“Indeed we arc alreadvy un-
der this heavy burden. 1 am
happy o note that the Bank
ancd the Fund have already rec-
ogmised the seriousness of the
problem.. he said.

Municipal polls
From page 12

Ajmatullah  Khan (Tongi
municipality. Gazipur district),
Sajjad Karim Montu (Maksud-

pur Gopalganj). Harun-or-
Rashid (Jagannathpur, Sunam-
ganj), Md Osman Gani Pra-

manik (Bhangura, Pabna)., Ab-
dul Hamid Sardar (Sarlakandi,
Bogra), Md Kajol Mia (Kuliar-
char, Kishoreganyj), Uttam
Kumar Saha (Badarganj. Rang-
pur)] and Md Ishak Hossain
(Najlpur, Naogaon), all belong-
ing to Awaimi League.

Three chairmen-elect loyal to
BNP are: Abdur Rahim (Dohar,
Dhaka): Abdur Razzak (Bagha,
Rajshahi) and Manjurul Islamn
Bimol (Gopalpur, Natore), An-
other BNP candidate Kamal
Choudhury Is leading in the
Comilla municipality polls.

Elections to 136 municipali-
ties were held during February
23-25 last year. Besides, elec-
tions to I8 others were also
held later that year. But polling
i 19 muanicipalites could not
be held due to cases filed over
various disputed {ssues.

The EC announced the
schedule of the long-pending
clections to 19 munieipalities

on August 21. But again, poll-

Ing i Six mundeipalities  was
postponed as fresh  disputes
cmerged

these murders,

The affected families could
not file any case in the face of
threat, repression and eviction
by the terrorists. Even the in-
jured did dot dare to go to hos-
pital for fear of further attack.
Over 150 leaders belonging to
opposition parties became crip-
pled following attacks by the
terrorists, said Ashraf.

Most of the opposition lead-
ers and activists have left the
district due to repression and
attack by terrorists under the
patronage of the chairman. Abu
Taher reportedly has in his
command over 300 terrorists
and his elder son Biplob looks
after the operation. Taher's
close relative and Bakhanga UP
Chairman Abdul Halim Hasu is
believed to be the commander-
in-chief of the terrorist force

Calcutta flood
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londspeakers to move to safer
arcas. High tides flushed tor-
rents of water from the Hooghly
into the two main canals flow-
ing through the city, home to
more than 13 million people.

Nearly 757 people are dead
or missing in the floods that
have submerged vast tracts of
eastern India and Bangladesh.
and marooned more than 11
million. The unusual late mon-
soon floods have caused more
than 30 billion rupees of dam-
age in India’s West Bengal state
alone. The relief commissioner’'s
oflice confirmed 690 dead and
missing in the state

“I have not seen such a high
tide in the Hooghly during the
four decades that I've been liv-
ing in this area,” said Samar
Haldar, a resident of the low-
lying Kalighat district of south
Calcutta, one of the first places
that was submerged.

Calcutta victims waded from
their flooded homes or rowed in
boals to a partially constructed
market complex where the gov-
ernment was planning to relo-
cate street hawkers as part of a
cleanup drive.

Local wvolunteers set up
community kitchens to provide
cooked food, mostly rice gruel
and lentils, to the nearly 55,000
people in the city rendered
homeless by the floods.

In the nine worst hit dis-
tricts of West Bengal state. air
lorce helicopters continued 1o
drop lood and water packets to
people marooned on roof tops
since the floods began on Sept.
I8,

A 5Hb-year-old woman was
Killed and another (njured when
they were hit by bags of rice
dropped from a helicopter in
Murshidabad distriet, about

GO kilometers northh of Cal-
aoutta, -
A Calcutta weather officlal

sald a high tide was expected
tomorrow, that could reach a
height of 6.4 meters and [lood
the whole eity.

More rain was predicted for
the next 24 hours, he said.

Changes in
schedule

The Bangladesh Television
has hrml%ht some changes In
its schedule for Sydney Olympic
Games 2000, says an official
handout,

From today, BTV will start
its session In the morning to
telecast various events of the
Olympic games live,

The revised schedule |s as
follows: The session starls to-
day at 7.30 am. tomorrow at 9
am, on Saturday at 6.30 am
and on Sunday at 7.15 am.

Judge

From page |
lice was on duty but they failed
to take any action against the
assallants”,

He added, "It is not a ques-
tion of strength but a question
of whether the force Is devoted
and dedicated to {ts duty.”

Deputy  Commissioner of
DMP  (South) Abul Kashem
yesterday defended the on-duty
police at-the Court.

“You have to take into ac-
count the legal system of the
country as well as the situation
on the spot before blaming the
police. According to our law,
court Is an open place where
police s not supposed to check
people’, he said defending police
failure to prevent the gang from
entering the court premises.

He was asked why police did
not open fire on the killers as
the DMP Commissioner had
earlier issued a circular asking
policemen to shoot on sight
muggers and killers trying to
flee to evade arrest.

He replied, "Such a decision
Is taken on the basis of objec-
tive condition on the spot.

There was a practical prob-
lem as regards opening fire with
the rifle as so many people were
there on the court premises and
they (gang) were f{leeing. they
got mixed with the people
there.,” But police fired tear gas
shells, he added.

The DC avolded a direct re-
plyv when asked if he would
conduct an inquiry into police
failure in this incident.

Mahbub
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rushed to the track with a
wheelchair for Mahbub
Later, the Bangladeshi

sprinter was sent to the Games
Village hospital. He was given
hot water therapy and a mas-
sage for about three hours un-
der American expert Dr Ken-
nedy before being shifted to his
Games Village flat.

The physio has advised him
to report to the hospital regu-
larly for the next 15 days

Bangladesh team manager
Imtiaz Khan Babul said that
(luring the treatment Mahbub
told Dr Kennedy that he had
been feeling the effects ol a
recurring injury he sullered m a
motor cvole accident m Dhaka.
But the athlete never intormed
that to team officials either at
home or in Sydney.

Bangladesh Olympic Asso-
ciation (BOA) secretary general
Zafar Imam, who was due to
leave Sydney today along with
chef de mission of Bangladesh

contingent Bir Bahadur. MP
expressed his dissatisfaction
that Mahbub had hidden the
information.

Babul and sprinter Mahbub
will be staying back to repre-
sent the country in the closing
ceremony on October 1 at the
Olympic Stadium., known as
Stadium Australia

Murders in city
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tahar Ali, the main accused in
the case and some others alleg-
edly enjoy blessings of an influ-
ential ruling party leader and

are absconding. sources
claimed. :

In another incident, three
persons - Kamal Hossain. Tota
Mian, and Faruk, were shot
dead by an armed gang a1 Day-
aganj on May 11 Nihar
brother-in-law of Kamal, filced
an FIR with Sutrapur police

accusing nine persons

Feroze Alam Pintu, the main
accused, who is the brother of a
Jubo League leader, could not
be arrested }'E"t.

The DB is also investigating
another triple murder at Khil-
Fnuu Partially decomposed
yodies of three young men -
Touhid Mahmud Apu alias Asil.
Habibur Rahman Ripon and
Giasuddin - were recovered
from a house near the Khilgaon
thana on August 30. None
could be arrested in connection
with the murders

Indian flood
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Tarjela Beguni. told AFP while
standing in knee-deep water.

Meherpur  residents  said
they have never seen a flood
like this one and were taken by
surprise. They have had to
bring in boats from other parts
of the rvﬁiml to get around.

The floods this week have
inundated eight Bangladeshi
districts bordering India’s sub-
merged West Bengal state, offl-
cials said, Including two new
ones over the past 24 hours.

That brings to at least 1.7
million the estimated number of
people whose lives have been
disrupted by the waters.

But a spokesman
government's flood
and warning centre said the
west  and  northwest  regions
“showed signs of improvement”
with falling water levels in riv-
ers criss-crossing the region

He said out of 46 [flood
monitoring points nationwide,
nine were still flowing above the
danger mark, nine had risen
slightly and 28 had dropped to
improved levels.

The official death roll rose to
10 with the death of two 55-
vear-old women in Chuadanga
“We don’'t know (f it was a natu-
ral death or linked to floods,”
Mulivmmad Abul Hossain, the
administrative district chief told
the agency by telephone.

N for the
lorecasting
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schedule by qualifying for the
semilinals of the 200 melres
and the final of the long jump.
She already has the 100 metres
gold.

Scandal even swirled around
Stadinm Australia itself.

Officials  escorted  world
champion hammer thrower
Mihaela Melinte of Romania off
the track because she had
tested positive for the banned

sterold nandrolone earlier in
Italy.

Tiny Romanian ymnast
Andreea Racducan will learn

tomorrow whether her appeal
against a drugs bust will suc-
ceed.

The International Olyvinpic
Committee (10C) stripped her of
her gold medal after she tested
positive for a drug she said was
contained In an over-the-
counter cure she had taken for
a cold.

Controversies

The Games, in their 12" day,
have been dogged by drugs
controversies with five athletes
testing positive, including four
who have been stripped of their
medals.

Two athletes who won gold
today had served doping sus-
pensions.

Ellina Zvereva, 39, of Be-
larus became the oldest woman
to win a track and field gold
when she easily won the
women's discuss with a throw
of 68.40 metres, Zvereva has
served a 12-month suspension
for taking steroids.

Olga Shishigina of Kazhak-
stan, who has served a two-vear
drugs ban, won the women’s
100 metres hurdles in 12.65
seconds ahead of Nigerian Glon
Alozie whose fiancee was killed
by a car in Sydney before the
start of the Gamnes.

But the biggest headline
grabber has been Hunter. 10C
officials said he had tested

positive four times this vear for
nandrolone

Hunter. who pulled out of
the Games before they began
citing a knee injury. wept at a
news conlerence vesterday and
swore o clear his namne

Jacques Rogge. an [0O(
medical commission  member
and favourite 10 become (X
president next year. accused

Hunter today of giving a "cheap
excuse

He said the nandrolone
els were so high tliey could noi
be explained awayv by the food
supplements Hunter said he
had taken

Hunter. whose case is being
considered by the US national
athletics body, faces a battle to
avoid a two-year suspernsion

Commentators have accused
the United States of hypocrisy

ey

for failing to disclose positive
testings

The cheating row failed to
spoil the enjoyment of the

110.000 people packed into the
main stadium who went wild
when their own aboriginal hero

400 metres gold-winner Cathy
Freeman. qualified for the

semifinals of her less favoured
cvent, the 200 nictres
PM’s birthday
From page | A
League has planned a milad
mahfil (praver session) at the
party's central office at Ban-
gabandhu Avenue alter Asr

prayers on the occasion

City AL General Secretar)
and State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzal Hossain Choudhun
Mava in a statement last night
requested the partvinen to at-
tend the progrannne

Teachers’ strike
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called oft. Most of them were
reluctant to abandon the de-
mand for nationalisation of

their service

About 92 thousand teachers
of the countrvs 23 thousand
11011 - govertunent primary
schools went on an indelinite
strike on September 2

Prague

From page 12

Hundreds of the activists
who marched through the
streets shouting ‘smash the

IMF in the demonstration that
turned ugly on Tuesday had
alreadv left town '

The demonstrators already
had succeeded in their goal of

overshadowing the annual
meetings ol the International
Monetary Fund and the World
Bank -- briefly trapping dele-

gates inside the communist-era
convention centre, formerl
called the Palace of Culture
where the pglobal financial
bosses were meeting

The International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank
wrapped up their formal an-
nuur meetings a day early
Wednesday, cutting a morn-
ing of speeches from their
three-day agenda after talks
marred by violent protests,
reports Reuters.

Groups ol violent prolesters
made several attempts to move
in on the convention center on

Tuesday. throwing firebombs,
swinging sticks and hurling
rocks.

The authorities responded

with clubs. concussion gre-
nades, tear gas and water can-
nons - pushing demonstrators
back in fighting that left at least
69 people injured. Forty-four
were hospitalised. including 34
police officers who were hit by
numerous attacks from anar-

chists and others who turned
violent.
After nightfall. a group of

200 anarchists moved through
famous  Wenceslas  square,
smashing out bank windows
and demolishing a McDonald's
outlet - the second to be struck
in the riot -« a KFC. As they
were chased out of the square
by police they smashed the
windows of a Mercedes-Benz
dealer. Calm was restored in
the wee hours.

Olympics: Drug scandals

The Americans again justi-
fied thelr status of track super-
power when Angelo Taylor won
the men's 400 metres hurdles.

It was the fifth Olympics in a
row that a US athlete has won
the title. Americans have won
the event 17 titnes out of 22,

The US remained on top in
the overall medals table with 29
golds ahead of China (22), Rus-
sia (18). Australia (13) and
France (12).

Favourites fall by

the wayside

Elsewhere on the
was a day of surprises.

Nils Schumann of Germany
upstaged three-times world
champion Wilson Kipketer to
win the men’'s 800 metres.

Schumann, the 1998 indoor
and outdoor European cham-
pion. timed one minute 45.08
seconds to beat Kipketer. the
overwhelming favourite and
Alssa Djabir Said-Guerni of
Algeria.

Kipketer, who was born in
Kenva but switched allegiance
to Denmark. got boxed in on
the back straight of the second
lap.

Double Olymple champion
Svetlana Masterkova became
the latest big name injury vic-
tim, dropping out of her 1 500
metres heat.

The Russian, who won gold
in the 800 and 1,500 metres in
Atlanta and the 1.500 in last
vears world championships.
pulled up with a leg injury.

World pole vault record
holder Sergei Bubka failed to
qualify for the men's final.
missing three times at his
opening height of 5.70 metres.

The 36-year-old Ukrainian.
increasingly injury-prone in
recent vears, did not enter the
qualifying round until 3-hours
into the competition.

Away from the track, Venus
Williams of the United States,
the dominant force in women's
tennis. took gold alter making
short work (6-2, 6-4) of Russia’'s
Elena Dementieva

It was her 32"
match victory

In the men’s
Canadian duo Daniel
and Sebastien Lareau shocked
the home crowd by downing
Australians Mark Woodlorde
and Todd Woodbridge the
world number one pairing

It was the Woodies
fournanicnt appeardiic
Woudlurde
the ve;

track It
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A
Pak FM
From page 12
quoted Sattar as saying the
conference: “We are sur-
prised that the daughter
(Sheikh Hasina) appears to be
ignoring the advice
by her father 26 years ago™ with
reference to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's assertion a few
days ago that Pakistan must
seek apology lor the crimes it
wnmitted in Bangladesh-dur-
ing the War of Liberation
in the press conlerence
tar was stated to have claimed

press

c "rl:_illl-r' ".'\l('li
i

“at-

that Father of the Nation Ban-
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had called the people

to “forget the past and take a

fresh start.

Clinton looks

From page 12
emment on substantive issues
(0 make the forthconiing wvisit
successful
Hasina conveyed her thanks
Clinton for extending the
umvitatolnl

Hasina hoped that her visit

1O

would further consolidate US-
Bangladesh relation
Recalling Clinton’s maiden

visit to Dhaka on March 20 this
vear, the Prime Minister said
“The visit was a high point in
our bilateral relation.”

Hasina will be visiting
Washington on October 17 ;

Foreign Secretary CM Shafi
>ami and Principal Secretary to

the Prime Minister Dr S A
Saimad were present
From page 12

‘Given the chance | will do

my best for the university . he
added

Earlier, on September 21. a

three-mmember VC panel was
elected by the Senate - the
highest policymaking body ol

the university, according to the
Dhaka University Order 73

Prof A K Azad Chowdhury
was elected among the three
securing the highest number of
64 votes in the special senate
session. Eighty out of the total
84 members of the Senate took
part in the session.

The other members of the
panel were Prof Shamsul Huda
Harun of Department of
Political Science and Prof RIM
Aminur Rashid, president of the

Dhaka University Teachers
Association (DUTA). All the
panel members were from the

Awami League supported ‘Blue
Panel

Sunamganj rally
From page 1

midnight, the sepoy along with
sonie of his colleagues came (o
the house of Sabuj and beat
him up. Sahin, 26, a next door
neighbour of Sabuj was also
beaten up when he came to his
rescue. At one stage. a number
of villagers reached to the spot
and asked the BDR men to let
o of two young men. But the
DR personnel took them to the
Boglabazar border outpost and
sent them to police the follow-
ing day. The BDR also filed a
case accusing them of involve-
ment in smuggling and posses-
sfon of tllegal arms.

A BDR official in Sunamganj
claimed there were charges that
the two villagers were involved
in smugeling.




