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Rule of Law as
Development Issue

HIS is not for the first time that three leading

trade bodies viz. Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association raised an
alarm over the dire strait in which they find the
country's law and order situation. Whilst they have
done it with routine regularity in the past, what is,
however, especially noteworthy about the voicing of a
fresh law and order concern this time around is the
SOS signal they are blaring out. They are crying out
for an early relief from the havoc being wreaked on
them by the terrorists and criminals who pillage the
business houses and shopping centres in toll
collection forays, not to speak of mugging, way-laying
to snatch money, abduction, black-mail and ransom
extractions across the board. Goons claiming or
having actual links to the ruling party influentials go
physical about asserting their monopoly over tenders
for public works or over lease rights to markets or
other service outlets.

The dastardly murders of businessmen have had
their peers shrivel into a state of insecurity, which in
turn, has reduced the level of their activism markedly.

This gnawing sense of insecurity is adversely
affecting business, trade and investment on such a
scale that it better now be treated as an economic
question going beyond a mere law and order concern.
In other words, we would like to see it addressed and
tackled as a growth issue, more precisely as a
development issue.

This shift from the confines of law and order to the
broader domain of development and governance is
activated by following considerations: First, foreign
capital inflow in the shape of FDIs and multilateral or
bilateral funds are on a downslide while outflow in the
form of payment obligations are on an upward course,
Secondly, local investment is going down affecting the
prospect for foreign investment in the country.
Finally, in such an overall scenario, eradication of
poverty and unemployment will remain a far cry.

So long as the governance is flawed in the basics,
which is basically misgovernance, we stand no
chance for an economic breakthrough.

Dhaka, Thursda

Bus Fare Furore

E believe that, from the very beginning, the

government has gone about the task of revising
bus and minibus fares in a flawed manner altogether.
Its decision to raise the bus and minibus fares by 46
per cent couldn't have been the result of a
comprehensive deliberation. The government did
claim formation of an ‘expert’ committee; but it
appears now that the experts could not ultimately
carry their point. On the ground, the reality remains
more or less the same with reports of "unwanted"
scuffle between transport operators and passengers
pouring in all the time.

Granted, an upward revision of transport rates was
inevitable; after all, ten years of unchanged rate
cannot be reflective of an efficient price-fixing
mechanism. However, in doing so, the government
gave precedence to the interest of transport owners
over the concerns of passengers. The price hike as
such hasn't hurt the passengers as much as
unscrupulous profiteering on it by bus and minibus
owners has. Happily enough for the latter, the regional
transport committees, which are supposed to monitor
and enforce the government-fixed rates, remain
inactive for various reasons. It is the passengers who
have to bear the brunt. Reportedly, they are paying 65
to 85 per cent more than what they used to do before
the increase of fare.

Basically, the government had failed to visualise
the consequences of its decision to raise the road
transport fares. Besides, there are some operational
flaws in the current arrangement. For example, not all
passenger carriers have been brought under the
purview of the price hike, creating thereby serious
chaos at the user end. Maxis have their own price-
fixing mechanism and so have the air-conditioned
passenger services. On the whole, it's sheer disorder
at the transport sector.

Frightfully, pent-up passenger grievances could
anytime lead to serious law and order breakdown. We
believe the channel of communication between the
government and the transport leaders is still open
and, therefore, should be used to rein in the profiteers
from taking the passengers for a ride.

Clearly, the current arrangement for fixing the
fares is not functioning properly, which raises a
logical question: shouldn't the government deregulate
transport fare altogether, allowing market forces to
play? We think the option is worthy of being seriously
considered except for the fact that government's
ultimate watch-dog role over rates and prices has not
been dispensed with even in a leading capitalist
country like the USA.

Expedite Relief Operations

S floodwater washed out embankments,

swamped villages and marooned thousands of
people of the country, there is a crying need for
steadying the supplies of food, drinking water and
medicine to the affected people of Chuadanga,
Meherpur, Jhenidah and Rajshahi. They are spending
shelterless nights and helplessly waiting for relief
goods to eke out an existence. Prices of essentials
have gone well beyond the affordability of people in
the deluged belt. The number of marooned people is
yet to be ascertained by the authorities. Some affected
people from the upstream have reportedly crossed
over to our side of the border indicating how serious
the overall situation is. But the authority is yet to step
up relief operations in the affected areas on a scale it
should have. This is poor performance despite a
warning we had editorially issued to the government
on the situation just a few days back.

The concentrated nature of the floods should have
enabled us to organise the relief operations much
better. We now need a co-ordinated approach to
mitigate the acute suffering of the people. The
presence of army personnel would help reach succour
to the alfected people with despatch. As we urge upon
the authorities to act energetically, we also appeal to
the political parties, non-governmental organisations
and individuals to lend a hand in the relief operations.

Initiative towards an Asian Parliament

HE first-ever International

Conference of Aslan Politl-

cal Parties was held iIn
Manila from 17 to 20 September
this year which was attended by
leaders of 51 political parties,
both from the ruling and the
opposition, representing 21
countries of Asla. A number of
European and American political
parties also sent their representa-
tives to the conference as observ-
ers. The Initiative to hold this
assembly of Aslan leaders was
almost singularly taken by the
former Speaker ol the Philippine
Parliament, Jose De Venecla, His
long preparation to organise this
unique venture made him trot
around the globe for months and
travel from Australia to South
America on the one hand, and
from Norway to South Africa on
the other. De Venecla also visited
Bangladesh and personally
invited Prime Minister Shaikh
Hasina and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Begum Khaleda Zia. They
themselves regretted their inabil-
ity to attend due to other preoccu-
pation but agreed to send their
representatives. The ruling party
of Bangladesh was represented
by the Speaker of the Parliament
and Secretary-general of the
Awami League Zillur Rahman.
The opposition delegation com-
prised two of BNP's advisers, M
Morshed Khan MP and the writer
himself, as well as Barrister Ziaur
Rahman Khan MP.

The ostensible purpose of the
conference was to provide a plat-
form for Asian leaders, belonging
to both the ruling and the opposi-
tion parties, to get together, seek-

The inherent objective of this gala get-together was to make a move towards establishing an Asian Parlia-
ment a la the European Parliament. De Venecia, former Speaker of the Philippine Parliament, was, no
doubt, inspired by the architects of the concept of a united Europe. Maybe, the examples are exaggeraled
and actions premature, but there exists undoubtedly a close identity of purpose and semblance

of initiative with this venture.

ing to promote mutual under-
standing and co-operation, and
deliberate on Issues of common
interest. The subject matters ol
the conference encompassed
diverse Issues t(hat included
democracy, soclo-economic
development, good governance,
poverty alleviation and other
major Issues that agitate people's
mind, especially In Asia. The Asla
Declaration 2000 that was Issued
at the end of the conference,
Incorporated 38 paragraphs
detalling out an Agenda for Actlon
in broad groups like regional
security, economic and human
development, governance and
political dialogue and finally
towards bullding an Aslan com-
munity. The inherent objective of
this gala gel-together, therefore,
was (o make a move towards
establishing an Asian Parliament
a la the European Parliament. De
Venecla was, no doubt, Inspired
by the architects of the concept of
a united Europe. Maybe, the
examples are exaggerated and
actions premature, but there
exists undoubtedly a close iden-
tity of purpose and semblance of
initiative with this venture.

The conference secured the
blessings of and was addressed
by Important local leaders, such
as President Joseph Estrada, Ex-

Presidents Corazon Aquino and
Fidel Ramos, Vice President
Glorla Macapagal Aroyo and
former First Lady Imelda Marcos.
Among foreign guests were sey-
eral ex-Presidents and ex-Prime
Ministers but the limelight was
stolen by the former Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto.
The leaders underlined the
signilieance of the conference as

about a common market and
even a common currency. In any
case, they appeared successful In
their cherished goal to set the
preliminary stage for the making
of an Asian Union. A standing
committee was formed to go
ahead with the Idea and prepara-
tion for holding a second confer-
ence In two years hence.,
Delegatles were both interested

.3 Currents and Crosscurrents

- H-lr*-.

by M M Rezaul Karim

an cndeavour to build bridges ol
partnership among political
parties of Asia by way of com-
mencement of a culture of co-
operaton among them. They laid
emphasis on the role of the politi-
cal parties in Instituting reforms
in thelr respective countries,
since, as per thelr observation,
governments come and go but
political parties endure. They
dealt with high and lofty ideals of
gradual steps for effecting inter-
regional co-operation with a view
to eventually achieving unifica-
tion of some sort. They spoke

and  apprehensive about the
possible Interactions, particu-
larly between the ruling and the
opposition parties of the same
country, and were somewhat
apprehensive about a vitiating
atmosphere. Fortunately, this did
not happen and the delegates
refrained themselves from
recriminating against each other
and went along in their state-
ments with the general theme of
the conference. This was happily
perceptible also in the statements
made by leaders of the ruling
party and the opposition party

—

delegations. The Awaml League
leader's stalement was punctu-
ated heavily, somewhat Irrele-
vantly, by a series of praises for
his leader's achlevement. The
BNP statement dealt more on
democracy, development and
good governance and posed a
question, as several others did,
about what to do when a demo-
cratically elected government
degenerates into an autocratic
regime and morally forfeits peo-
ple’s mandate to govern. Notwith-
standing that, personal relations
between the two delegates were
normal and correct reflecting the
congenlal atmosphere that per-
vaded the conference.

Benazir Bhulto's remarks
about an Important Incident
during the early post-liberation
era o Ban{:)adesh was Interest-
ing. In reply to a question from
the visiting journalists from
Bangladesh, Benazir claimed
that her late father Prime Minis-
ter Zulfigar All Bhutto made a
request to Sheikh Mujib immedi-
ately after his release from Paki-
stanl gaol to establish a formal
Iink between the two erstwhile
wings of Pakistan. Sheikh Saheb
replied that he would consider
that only after having assessed
the situation about what had
occurred in his country during

the period since 25 March 1971
Benazir claimed that on his
back to Bangladesh Sheikh Mu|
called her father from London
telephone to say that it was r:L
possible to consider the latters
request due to the genocide com-
mitted by the Pakistani regime on
his people. The first part of
Benazir's claim, as has been
obtained from different sources
since the liberation of Bangla-
desh, appears somewhat correot,
Zulfigar All Bhutto did make a
rmcst to establish some sort of 3
link between the truncated Paki-
stan and the newly Independeny
desh. But It was not true
that Sheikh Mujlb made this
telephone call from London. From
various accounts it transpired
that he did send the message on
his return to Bangladesh and
only after consultation with his
colleagues and compatriots. All
the telephone calls made by
Sheikh Saheb from the Claridges
in London were connected by me
or my colleagues. I carried out his
instruction to connect to
Mujib, Indira Gandhi and other
important personalities. It would
have been highly unlikely for him
to call Bhutto without my knowl-
edge when 1 was acting as the
Head of Bangladesh Mission in
London and myself, along with
my colleagues, were entrusted
with the task of looking after him
during the first 26 hours of his

freedom from captivity In Paki- Ry

stani gaol.

The writer, a former ambassa-
dor, is member of BNFP's Advisory

Making Democracy Work in Bangladesh =

by M Anwar Hashim

IEWED in the light of a

high level of linguistic and

cultural homogeneity, a
truly democratic Constitution, an
agreed upon system of gover-
nance, the emergence of a two-
party system with a balance in
popular support and the holding
of two successive general elec-
tions under non-partisan care-
taker governments, Bangladesh
is fortunate in having a suitable
basis for building a stable demo-
cratic order. Yet, things are going
from bad to worse in stead of
moving in the desired direction.

It should be understood that
democracy is just not the holding
of free and fair elections. Like-
wise, it is not enough to have a
government elected by the peo-
ple. Unless it is made to function
efficiently and effectively for the
progress and prosperity of the
nation, it cannot earn the distinc-
tion of being a government for the
people. At the same time, there
can be no democracy without a
viable opposition. A stable demo-
cratic polity cannot be built in the
absence of mutual trust and a
reasonable degree of understand-
ing, accommodation and consen-
sus emanating from deliberations
and debates between the ruling
party and the opposition. What is,
therefore, imperative Is to pro-
mote democratic culture.

One of the most important
elements of democratic culture is
tolerance. It is an indispensable
prerequisite for making democ-
racy work. All political parties in
Bangladesh need to strive for
nurturing the spirit of tolerance
and abandoning the stance "head
I win, tail you lose" in favour of
‘give and take". Regardless of
being in or out of power, they
ought to accept the fact that each
party has a legitimate role to play
in national politics and as such
they are not expected to question
each other's legitimacy. The party
in power should consider the
opposition in the parliament as
the shadow government. The
victor in polls must not indulge in
the vainglorious fantasy of treat-
ing the loser as the vanquished.
The loser, in turn, must learn to
concede its defeat in a graceful
manner.

Civility, being yet another
major component of democratic
culture, needs to be inculcated in
all spheres of our national life.
The basic norms of civility
demand complete eradication of
the unsavoury practice of tongue-
lashing, mudslinging and charac-
ter assassination from politics.
The initiatives and endeavours of
political leaders are of immense
importance in promoting decency
and decorum in the soclety. They
should be steadfast in displaying
dignity and discretion both In
words and deeds. This is abso-
lutely necessary not only for
building their own image and
credibility but also for inspiring
the populace to emulate their
examples.

Abraham Lincoln's time-tested
perceptlion as being "the govern-
ment of the people, by the people
and for the people" underscores
that the democratic system needs
to be based on a strong moral
foundation. The democratic
culture cannot take roots In a
nation where the practitioners of
politics do not place morality high
on thelr agenda. It Is their task to
implement the precept that
democracy provides greater
opportunity for millions rather
than privileges for a chosen few.
In other words, they are expected
to be people-friendly and contrib-
ute to the wellbeing and prosper-
ity for the people.,

S0 lar as the adoption of pro-
people policles and promoting
good governance are concerned,
both the government and the
opposition have their own shares
of responsibllity which are to be
performed with due regard to
democratie culture. Understand-

ably, the former has a greater
responsibility than the latter by
virtue of being in power. Never-
theless, the opposition should, on
its part, render support or at least
not create obslacles to positive
actions, plans and programmes
of the government. At the same
time, it should be at liberty to
criticise and express resentment
without any fear of intimidation
or harassment if it is not con-
sulted in terms of the Constitu-
tion and law or its views are not
taken into consideration or the
government goes wrong.

It is high time that the govern-
ment makes an objective and not
a subjective assessment of its
performance In the sphere of
governance. What has been the
extent of its success in providing
the basic needs of the populace,
such as food, shelter, clothing,
employment, education, health
care, sanitation, water, electric*
ity, disposal of wastes etc.? How
far it has been able to utilise the
country’'s abundant human
resources and limited material
resources? Has it been able to
promote accountability and
transparency across the board?
Is the application of the rule of
law nondiscriminatory? Are the
people in favour of continuance of
the Special Powers Act and intro-
duction of the Public Safety Act?

largely contingent upon the par-
liament's effectiveness In the
performance of its functions of
highly responsible nature. Ban-
gladesh can hardly claim any
success In this sphere. The par-
liaments established since 1991,
not to speak of the previous ones,
have turned out to be dysfunc-
tional. Frequent walk-outs and
boycotts staged by the opposi-
tion, though often on the valid
reason of the Speaker's overt
connivance with the ruling party
to marginalise its role in the
process of law-making, have
relegated the parliament into an
extension of the executive branch
and a rubber-stamp legislature
where substantive issues of
public interest and concern are
scarcely debatled upon. In order
to make the parliament func-
tional and effective, it should be
run by all elected representatives
of the people belonging to the
ruling party and the opposition.
All political differences should be
resolved in the parliament and
not on the streets. The govern-
ment must categorically assure
the opposition that its legitimate
rights will not be infringed upon.
Side by side, the opposition
should refrain from resorting to
hartals’ except under compelling

rity. Added to this, they are
bound by their oath, dictated by
their conscience and accountable
to the Supreme Judicial Council.
Instead of making an issue out
of a non-issue, the government
should display prudence in initi-
aling measures not only to imple-
ment the relevant constitutional
provisions but also to redeem its
own pledge to ensure the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. At the
same lime, no party should try to
gain political mileage out of it.
The judiclary needs to be free
from the executive influence and

control for reasons of defending

the Constitution, upholding the
rule of law and protecting the
citizens' rights. Viewed in the
light of this imperative. there is
an urgent need for placing the
subordinale courts dnd Lhe mag-
Istracy under the supervision and
control of the Supreme Court in
terms of the constitutional provi-
sions.

The political and administra-
tive scenario in Bangladesh vali-
dates the well-known saying:
"Bureaucracy threatens democ-
racy but democracy cannot func-
tion without bureaucracy.” The
politicisation of the bureaucracy
by all successive governments in
varying degrees has been mutu-

consideration. It may be
emphasised that all recruitment,
career planning, postings, trans-
fers and promotions must be
based on merit, specialisation
and performance while officers

committing excesses should be
subjected to public exposure of

whatever exemplary punishment
suspension, demotion, dismissal

and legal action is meted out to

them. It should be borne in mind
that the democratic process will
continue to falter until and

unless the bureaucracy is effec-

tively streamlined.

The news media, both print
and electronie, pla
responsible role in a democratic
polity. Apart from functioning as

a watchdog for the society, it is

expected to make credible and
unbiased information avaflable to

the people and. to [acilitate the
formulation ol public opinion on
issues of national interest. The

freedom of the media 1s consid- -

ered as a democratic ideal in
recognition of the distinctive
nature of their functions. This
ideal has also found an abiding
expression in the Constitution of
Bangladesh. While a lot remains
to be done to make the electronic
media independent of state con-
trol, the government's recent call
for accountability of the media
does not auger well for the nation.

Having in mind our long-term national interest, it is imperative that both the ruling party and the
opposttion shun the politics of acrimony and confrontation, and seek accommodation and compromise.
The fact that they have to live with the past should not induce them to live in the past.

They must look forward and not backward

Does the law and order situation
Inspire the common people's
confidence in law enforcing agen-
cies? Is the administrative
machinery free from political
influence and corruption? Is the
bureaucracy functioning
smoothly and efficiently?

In the context of governance,
the party in power needs to evalu-
ate its successes and failures in
other important areas as well. Is
the campus situation congenial
for learning? Does the media,
specially the electronic media,
enjoy freedom to develop and
maintain a high professional
standard and objectivity? Is the
government paying due attention
to well thought out views and
suggestions of the civil soclety on
issues of vital national interest
and concern? Are some of its
priorities, such as apparent
preference for import of dog
squad over disposal of garbage
and envisaged procurement of
two jets for the Head of State and
the Head of Government over
ridding the capital of power and
waler shortage, and traffic jam,
sound and reasonable? Since a
dispassionate evaluation would
no doubt reveal considerable
shortcomings, the government
should be earnest in adopting
corrective measures In stead of
resorting to stubborn assertion of
self-righteousness or lip service.

Apart from promoting demo-
cratic culture and good gover-
nance, it Is essential to reform
and enhance the effectiveness of
some stlate organs and Institu-
tions. The holding of free and fair
elections is no doubl an Impor-
tant precondition for building a
democratic system. Bangladesh
has made promising advances In
this direction since 1991. Even
so, the polls-related loose ends
need to be tightened in the light of
experiences gained so far and the
realities on the ground. In this
context, It would be worthwhile to
consider, among other things, an
extension of the caretaker gov-
ernment's tenure as well as
depoliticisation and strengthen-
ing of the Election Commission
on the basis of consensus
between Lhe government and the
opposition.

The success of democracy s

circumstances.

Evidently, the major concern of
the opposition lies in lack of neu-
trality on the part of the Speaker.
It should be possible to tackle the
Issue if the Speaker a) is required
to resign from his party posi-
tion(s) immediately on assump-
tion of office in the parliament, b)
iIs not expecled to take part in
functions of any political party, c)
is not nominated for a position in
any international or Inter-
governmental organisation dur-
ing his tenure and d) can get
elected automatically in the next
election. The same conditions
could be made applicable to the
Deputy Speaker who plays an
important role in the parliament.
Other concerns of the opposition
should also be taken care of
through the adoption of confi-
dence-building measures, such
as offering the position of Deputy
Speaker to the opposition, equita-
ble sharing of important parlia-
mentary positions among parties
represented in il, allotment of
equal floor time to the treasury
bench and the opposition, strict
observance of the rules of proce-
dure, reflection of items of inter-
est to the opposition in the
agenda and Inclusion of opposi-
tion members In delegations led
by the Head of State /Government
and Ministers.

“The separation of the judiciary
from the executive organ of the
state”, as laid down in the Consti-
tution, Is one of the fundamental
principles of democracy. So far
the task has remained unaccom-
plished despite the two major
political parties' unequivocal
commitment to translate it into
reality. To make matters worse,
the executive, spearheaded by
none less than the Head of Gov-
ernment, has since launched a
seemingly calculated cacophony,
if not a tirade as viewed by many,
against the superior courts of
law. In this exercise, the question
ol accountabllity of the judiclary's
higher echelons has been placed
high on the agenda. This, how-
ever, does not stand to reason in
the face of objective realities. The
Judges of the superior courts are
held In high esteem for their
Knowledge, experlence and integ-

ally beneficial to many politicians
and a section of civil servants but
its overall impact on the nation
has been disastrous. It has not
only burdened the administrative
machinery with the virus of
incompetence, inefficiency, indis-
cipline, jealousy, sycophancy,
nepotism, influence-peddling,
greed and corruption but also
marginalised numerous compe-
tent, efficient, dedicated, disci-
plined, dignified, honest and
neutral officers. The fact that
some senlor civil servants have
been amply rewarded for their
performance of unconcealed
partisanship on the “janotar
mancha’ has provided incentive
to many to act as full-time politi-
clans and part-time bureaucrats.

Keeping in view the serious
nature of the problem, the
streamlining and reform of the
bureaucracy needs to be placed
high on the national agenda. As in
the past, this should not be char-
acterised by lip service or inaction
or half-hearted action. Instead, a
reform package should be care-
fully and comprehensively drawn
up and strictly enforced. In this
connection, the views and recom-
mendations of the Public Admin-
istration Reform Commission
(PARC) need to be taken into

Given the fact that the media
representatives are expected to
adhere to their professional eth-
ics, norms and standards, such a
demand appears to be unneces-
sary. In the event of their failure
to exercise self-censorship and
discharge their responsibilities in
a fair and unbiased manner, they
lose their credibility and face the
risk of being rejected by their
readers and audience. In this
sense, they are accountable to the
people. The political leadership
should at least tolerate, if not
accept, objective and construc-
tive criticism because it often
facilitates rectification of mis-
takes. Besldes, it is certainly not a
violation of journalistic ethics. As
for distorted reports and unfair
criticism, the aggrieved parties
should have no reason to worry
about. They have every right to
contradict and expose motivated
criticism. Moreover, they are at
liberty to seek redress of their
grievances in accordance with
relevant laws and regulations. At
any rate, the establishment of
independent authorities to run
BTV and Bangladesh Radio as
well as adequale facilities and
security for newsmen in the per-
formance of their duties and
responsibilities are certainly

y a highly

more important than a debate on
accountability of the media. -
In strengthening the demo-
cratic process, the civil society Is
expecled to play the role of a
catalyst. The civil society in Ban-
gladesh is often confronted with
the challenge of being influenced
or even dominated by the main-
stream political parties. In spite
of this, a section of the civil soci-
ety has been making sustained
efforts to bring about a govern-
ment-opposition rapport and
rapprochement. This has, how-
ever, not produced any concrete
result so far. The serious nature
of Bangladesh's confrontational
politics calls for collective
endeavours of the civil society to
mobilise strong public opinion in

favour of a reasonable degree oL 4 .
compromise and accommodation ¥

between the political parties on
both sides of the divide.

Despite their widely publicised
commitment to democracy. the .

political parties in Bang ladesh'::
display the tendency of being!.
"authoritarian within™. In fact,:!

the absence of intra-party democ-!

racy is often reflected in mono- !

lithic party structure, absolute;
authority of the leaders and per-!,
sonality cult built around them,
Indefinite tenure of high ranking
functionaries, intolerance of,
diverse opinion, irregularity in

holding general meetings and,'

f

lack of public exposure to party!

practice on the part of political:

democratic dispensation. All
parties need to reflect on this
issue and adopt appropriate.
remedial measures. :

Indeed the building and:

strengthening of democracy is a, |

long and arduous process. A,

successful completion of this,'

process depends largely on the;:

political leadership. Having in:
mind our long-term national’
interest, it is imperative that both
the ruling party and the opposi-
tion shun the politics of acrimony:
and confrontation, and seek
accommodation and compro- ;
mise. The fact that they have 1
live with the past should nott
induce them to live in the past.
They must look forward and not:;
backward. They should focus on;*
the deserts to be crossed, the',
mountains to be climbed and the
jungles to be conquered rather.
than devoting their time and'
energy to confrontational strug-
gle for grabbing and perpetuating:
power. It is high time that our,.
leaders come out of the cocoon to;'
lead the nation's stride on the.
road to a stable democratic order:’
and socio-economic wellbeing for's
the people. K
The wriler is a retired Secretﬂ.ry;:
to the Government and a formen
Ambassador/Permanent Repre- .
sentative of Bangladesh to the:
United Nations offices in Geneva, |
and Vienna :f
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"Are Biman DC 10s

old and vintage?"

Sir, I was shocked to read the
letter under the above heading by
one Mr Mazhar Haq (DS, 22

September). | would like to
request him to check the statistics
of the number of DC 10s currently
used in the aviation sector
compared to that of the number of
alrbusesor 777.

To have a highly skilled
personnel (the Flight Engineer) to
monitor the flight is lot safer than
a computer controlling the flight.
However, Biman planned to sell
each DC 10 for 15 million dollars
and buy each Boeing 777 or
Alrbus A340 with 150 million
dollars. All these alrcrafl being
long haul, the seat capacity varies
by a maximum of 35. | want our
airline to develop moreover our
country to develop. Being a
technical person, I would like to

suggest the flyers and Biman
authority not to look at their own
benefits but rather consider the
airline’'s benefit and buy fleet
which will cost less but increase
the revenue.

Mohammed R. Rahman
152 Kimball Drive
NY

Rochester, 14623

Watch out,
Bangladesh!

Sir, The US and India
(population one billion) are
becoming partners: the world's
super power and the largest
democracy In the world (the latter
was in the Soviet camp earlier).
The biggest in the White
House In elght vears (900 guests)
in honour of the visiting Indian
Frime minister carries a message
or Bangladesh: the country
should not become a wallflower!

Our unimpressive political

|
1)
leaders should get together and];
agree on a blueprint for fo i
Bangladesh ahead in the next ten,
years, or it will continue to miss:,
the bus. as it has been doing for |
the last 30 years. :

political

There are too many
bickering in Dhaka, which are

lasting too long, casting a spell

pessimism in the millions ofii

vibrant citizens at the dismal
political and economic:
development
murders and toll collections due:

to the active role played by the:

hidden political godfathers.
politicians are selling the coun
to lust and self-gain. This is
political looting, and the public;
should no longer tolerate it.
Politicians, make up your .
and show us what you can do lo

the countrythe people are losing

confidence inyour leadership. ¥ ;:'
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One Frustrated Bangladeshi

i

accounts. Such a discrepancy:’
between pronouncements and'

parties is not at all conducive to'!

-

in the city off'
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