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SYDNEY. Sept 26: Romanian

nnast Andreea Raducan was
ooking forward to a joyous
1 7th birthday on Saturday after
following in the golden Olympic
footsteps of her Idol. Nadia Co-
maneci, reports AFP.

But instead of a golden cele-
bration. it will be a most bitter
sweet affair.

Raducan tested positive for
the banned substance pseudo-
ephedrine and was stripped of
her Olympic all-around gold
medal here Tuesday, although
she was allowed 1o keep o gold
from the team event and a sil-

ver won in vaulting.
Team doctor loachim Oana

ve the girl a cold remedy that
contained the drug, which is
banned by the International

Olympic Committee (IOC) but
allowed by the International
Gymnastics Federation.
Raducan had been the first
Romanian gymnast to win
Olympic all-around gold since
Comaneci In 1976 at Montreal.
where she recorded perfect 10
judge's scores on the way to
enchanting the world.

From gold

From page 16

from the individual event now

s to compatriot Simona

nanar. who finished second.

The decision has prompted a
wave of sympathy for the
| 48m-tall  Raducan, who
earned comparisons with the
legendary Nadia Comaneci last
week after her dazzling per-
formance.

"It's a real shame because
she's only |7-years-old and if
she took it. it was only because
her doctor gave it to her,” Sa-
maranch said.

Australian Gymnastics fed-
eration chief executive Jane
Allen said all involved in gymn-
nastics would be devastated by
the affair.

"It's just dreadful.” she said.
*She's totally in the hands of
her team officials and docto
and there's been some horrible.
horrible, mistake and now her
whole success and career has
just gone done a hole.

"Anvone who watched this
beautiful young girl perform will
just be devastated by this.”

Raducan is the second gold
medalist of these Games to lose

her medal " after Bulgarian
women  weightlifter lzabela
Dragneva.

Rezazadeh

From page 13

Weller said i1hat Rezazadeh
was such an unknown that he
could not reinember his face or
his name.

'l do not want to say too

:*_i,...'much about him and his vic-

tory,” said Weller. "lranians
keep coming out of nowhere. It
is like a movie by (Steven)

Spielberg.”

As if it was possible for
world records to be broken so
frequently without the assis-
tance of drugs. Weller bran-
dished the books which detail
the times he has been tested.

"I have four books here —
vou can come up and look at
them.” said Weller. "I have been
tested a lot.”

In contrast Rezazadeh said
he had been tested just three
iimes recently — oncee in Iran.,
oncee i Svdney eighre s be-

fore competition and after his
victory on Tuesday.

The snatch section set the
tone for the thrilling super-
heavyweight shoot out with the
giants of the sport smashing
the world record three times.

Danielyan broke the old
world mark of 206kg with a
mighty lift of 207.5kg. Weller,
who had failed at that weight,
upped the bar to 210kg and
powered it above his head.

In scenes reminiscent of the
1996 Atlanta Olvmpics when
the excitable Weller celebrated
what he thought was a gold
medal lift by. cheering loudly
and throwing his shoes into the
crowd. the German stood on
the podium with arms aloft and

_yelled "Yah, Yah. Yah."

# But his mark only lasted a
~ few minutes. Rezazadeh. who

« fChildren) 420 C

had held the record at 206kg.
marched onto stage. raised his
eyves to the heavens in silent
prayer and hoisted an amazing
2125kg — 6.5kg heavier than
the mark he set last November.
Chemerkin made a quiet
entry into the competition lift-
ing 202.5kg as if it was a plas-
tic toy. The expected big finish
In the clean and jerk did not
materialise and the Russian
policeman finished fourth.

T Cuide

Wednesday 27th September
(All programmies are in logal lime.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the pro-
gramme)

BTV

12:45 Opening  Announcement,
Recitation Fmrﬁ The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 1:00 Syd.-
ney Olympic 2000 Highlights 2:00

pic 2000 4:00

fealth Developing For Mother &

Live- Sydney Ol
\ﬁngla News 4:05Y?nshtht.l Thattho

artoon: Captain
Planet 4:40 Wild Nature ]apanPS:Zﬂ
Aamra Karbo joi; (Programme On
Children) 5:45 Pusti Tattho 6:05

g (Programme On Business)
630 Transmission From Chit.
‘?ﬂ Center 700 Sambad
( l'lgfa News) 7:05 Geetbitan
(Rabindra Song) 7:25 Chhandey-
Aanandey 8:00 Bangla News At 8
8:20 Serial: Bhanga Garar Khela #2
("Abul Havat, Golam Mustafa,
harmili Ahmed, Taru Mustafy
Khail'u_l Alam Sabooj) 8:50 Series:
The New Adventure of Robinhood
fB_il“ &Jﬁlﬂgﬂ% News At Ten
ydney Olympic
11:30 Banglnm
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::w LONDON.  Sept
""i' 26: Using a little
B kldulng. Arsenal
(H&ﬁ‘ ONS coach Arsene We-
LEAGUL nger says Itallan

rivals Lazio are
"super-favourites” to win Group
B of the Champions League but
an Arsenal win at Highbury on
Wednesday could prove him
wrong. reports AFP.

Both teams go into the en-
counter having won their
opening two matches although
the Gunners had their fans on
the edge of their seats as they
had to recover from two goals
down to edge Shakhtar Donetsk
of Ukraine 3-2 with unlikely
hero Martin Keown securing the
win with two late efforts.

The London club’s Nigerian
striker Nwankwo Kanu says his
team cannot afford to be so

enerous when they face the
Serie A kings at Highbury.

"“This could be our vear if we
don't concede sloppy goals like
this. It's difficult when vou are

behind and chasing the gaue
Lazio. meanwhile crised to

a 3-0 win over Sparta Prague
with an amazing 100million
pounds' (140million dollars)
worth of talent absent from the
team.

The starting line-up had an
estimated value of 130million
pounds (182million dollars).

Among those who missed
out were Argentinian strikers
Claudio Lopez and Hernan Cre-
spo, and former Inter and Ju-

ventus goalkeeper Angelo
Peruzzi. all three part of Lazio's
70million  (98million dollars)

summer spending spree,
Yugoslav central defender

Sinisa Mihajlovic has been out
of action since f{racturing a
cheekbone In Lazio's opening J3-
0 Champions League win over
Donetsk earlier this month.

He has had an operation but
according to team doctors he
will be out for over a month and
so is expected to miss the Arse-
nal game. Crespo would be re-

A Real scare!

MADRID, Sept 26: A severe
drop in cabin pressure sparked
panic on the plane flying Real
Madrid to Germany for
Wednesday's Champions Lea-
gue f{ixture against Baver
Leverkusen, the Spanish press
reported Tuesday, reports AFP.

The pilot of the Iberian Air-
lines Boeing 757 was forced to
take emergency action above
Nantes in France. dropping
froin

11.000 metres to 6,000m
i just three minutes to ensure
sullicient supplies of oxygen.

Real
the

"We were scared."
striker Pedro Munitis told
local newspapers here.

His teammate Ivan Helguera.
the dallies reported. panicked
and had to spend the remainder
of the Dusseldorf-bound {light
in the cockpit.

Photographs of the players
emerging from the aircraft on
their arrival showed the Cham-

pions League title holders
ashen laced alter the mid-air
ordeal.
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fuming ahead of schedule from
I lcF injury were he to play on
We neadﬂr.
Arsenal will have to frustrate
widfielder Juan Veron if the
are to stop Lazio taking control.
The Argentine international is
the Rome side's playmaker and
one of the major sources of
supply for striker Simone In-
zaghi.

The forward created Lazio's
first against Sparta Prague and

scored the third, bringing his
Champlons League goal tally to
an impressive 12 from 13
gﬂll“'s.

Arsenal's retired Dutch in-
ternational striker Dennis

Bergkamp has not been happy
at having to fit into Wenger's
‘rotation’ policy, battling for a
place alongside Kanu, Sylvain
Wiltord and Thierry Henry.

Bergkamp did start in last
Saturday's Premiership match
against Ipswich, scoring in a 1-
| draw.

Wenger eventually brought

on all four strikers against
Donetsk but only as a last-ditch
gamble,

Will he play the quartet from
the start against = Lazio?
Bergkamp certainly believes
Arsenal need extra forward
strength.

“The best thing to do is put
them (Lazio) under pressure,”
he told the Observer. "I think
thev will come for a draw and
try to defend and it will be very
tough to get through.

You dont sec Lazue give a
lot of goals awayv  So we must
put something extra i attack.”

Van Nistelrooy asked to wait

LONDON,
26: PSV Einaho-
venr coach  Eric
(wrets said Mon-
dav he wanlts
Ruud van Nistel
rooy to wait until the end of
nest before possibly
rekindling his move to English
champions Manchester United.
reports AFP.

Sir Alex Ferguson has said
he wants to revive the striker’s
transfer to Old Trafford when
the Dutch international recov-
ers from his cruciate ligament
injury.

Van Nistelrooy's proposed
18.5 million pound (25.9 mil-
lion dollar) switch from the
Dutch champions fell through
in April when the striker had a
medical at United and then
damaged his knee three days
later back in Holland.

Ahead of Tuesday's Champi-
ons League match between the
two sides, Gerets revealed he
wants van Nistelrooy to spend

2002 WC qualiﬁer
Batigol returns

BUENOS AIRES. Sept 26:
Striker Gabriel Batistuta has
been selected by Argentina
coach Marcelo Bielsa for next
wonth's 2002 World Cup quali-
fier against Uruguay, reports
AFP.

AS Roma's Batistuta injured
his knee in training with the
national squad and his appear-
ance for the October 8 game
had been in doubt.

The 17-man squad selected
by Bielsa was announced by the
)}\r}gemmian football federation
(AFA) on Monday.

River Plate's Ariel Ortega,
who has a left knee injury, and
Lazio's central defender Hernan
Cres who has a muscular
problem. were not included in

the list.
SQUAD

Goalkeepers: German Bur-
os (Real Mallorca/Spa). Pablo
~avallero (Celta Vigo /Spa)

Defenders: Roberto Avyala
(Valencia/Spa). Roberto Sensini
(Lazio/Ita), Walter Samuel
(Roma/Ita), Mauricio Pochettino
(Espanyol/Spa), Nelson Vivas
(Arsenal/Eng)

Midfielders: Diego Simeone
(Lazio/Ita). Juan Sebastian
Veron (Lazio/lta). Pablo Aimar
(River Plate). Cristian Gonzalez

Seplt
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{Valencia/Spa). Juan Pablo
Sorin (Cruzeiro de Belo Hori-
zonte /Bra). Marcelo Gallardo
(Monaco /Fra)

Strikers: Gustavo Lopez
(Celta Vigo/Spa). Gabriel Ba-
tistuta (Roma/lta), Julio Cruz
(Bologna/lta), Claudio Lopez
(Lazio/Ita)

11:35 English News 11:40 A) Pro-
sramme Outline For Thursday B)
ational Song 11:45 Closing

CHANNEL-I

6:15 Drama Everyday: Rithoy ar
Kase 7:00 | Street Show 7:40
Khola Chokhe 8:00 Din Protidin
8:30 Galpo Theke Neya 9:20 Akti
Akash Durghotona " oh Koakti
Prosno 10:00 Reciting from Huolv
Cj'?.:.lran 10:30 1 Music 10:40 Mo
c_nluk 11:15 Drama Everyday
thhoy ar Kase 12:00 | Street Showw
12:40 Khola Chokhe 1:05 Sasroy
Bartta 1:15 Galpo Theke Neya 2:00
Akt Akash Durghotona oh Koakti
Pmsnu 2:55 | Focus 12:00 Bengali
Cinema: Nissana 6:15 Recitin
from Holy Quran 6:10 | Music 6:4
Silpo Khatha 7:15 Drama Every-
day: Rithoy ar Kasc 8:00 Travel
Show 8:40 Drama : Lara 9:50 |
Focus 10:00 Music Circle 11:00
Bengali Cinema: Harano Sur

BBC WORLD

6‘."01? BBC World News 6:30 World
Living : Life- Without Rights 7:00
BBC News/ Asia Today Inc. World
Business  Report 8:00 BBC
News/ Asia uda; Ine. Warld
Business Report 9-00 BBC News

next season with them belore
joining United or another top
European club.

Gerets added that Van
Nistelrooy, who is expected to
return to action early next vear,
has told him he will only con-

sider going to United if he
makes a full recovery
"He has said he will only

leave the club and go to a big
club in Europe if he lmas 1ecov-
ered 100 percent,” Gerers told
the Press Association on Mon-
day.

“That's the first thing. He
must have the opinion that he
is what he was like a vear apgo.
At that time it will be difficult to
Keep i at tlas ¢luab

‘It may be at the end of the
season or at the end of next
season, but I think it would be
better for hiln to stay another
seasorn.

“You can understand I'm the
coach of PSV and it's logical
that I speak for myself rather
than Manchester United.

"He's doing well like we
planned and he will need some
more months. We can't say if it
will be March or April, but |
think it will be around that
period that he will play again.

"And hopefully for me as the
coach he will play for PSV next
season. But | can't give an an-
swer to that question if he will
still be a member of our club
next season.”

Ferguson upset PSV presi-
dent Harry van Raay last montl

when he suggested Van Nistel-
rooy could spend time recuper-
ating at Old Trafford.

Gerets claimed that bust-up
was in the past, although he
did joke that he had taken away
24-year-old Van Nistelrooy's
mobile phone in case Ferguson
tried to ring him.

"l took his phone away so
they cannot ring him this eve-
ning or tomorrow," he said.

"But there's no problem. |
can't say I'm very satisfied or
very happy. but I can under-
stand. There was a small prob-
lem between the two clubs but
there's no problem any more."

A four-tim

From page 13

AFP.

Hunter failed three out-of-
compelition Ltests in Rome, Bar-
celona and Oslo as well as one
in competition. also in Oslo, De
Merode said.

"Nearly the same level.
nearly the same result. That
was clear in all these tests," De
Merode sald.

On Monday the [OC con-
firmed reports that Hunter had
tested positive in the competi-
tion test in Oslo.

Earlier Tuesday IOC director
general Francois Carrard an-
nounced that Hunter's ac-
creditation had been withdrawn
for the Olympics.
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Poland's Rafal Grotowski (L) trying to dodge past Indian

A »
wo, L B

Deepak Thakur during their Olympic Games preliminary

round hockey fixture in Sydney yesterday.
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Asia Today Inc. World Business

Report  10:00 BBC World News
10:30 World Living : Talkin
Movies (Presenter- hI'Um Brook

11:00 BBC World New (Including
%ydnu 2000) 12:30 The Real India
ravel Show 1:00 BBC World
News 1:30 World Living : Holiday
2:00 World News 2:30 World Fo-
cus: Reporters  3:00 BBC World
New 03:30 HARDtalk (Presenter-
Iim  Sebastin) 4:00 BBC World
News 4:30 World Living : Life-
Without Rights 5:00 BBC The
World Today 5:30 World Focus:
Reporters 6:30 The Real India
Travel Show 7:00 BBC World
New (Including World Business
Report And Sydney 2000)  8:30
HARDtalk 9:00 BBC World News
9:30 Asia Today 10:00 BBC World
News 10:15 World ' Business Report
10:30 Made In India: Face To Face
India 11:00 BBC World 12:30
HARDtalk 1:30 World Living : The
Air Show 2:00 BBC News 2:30
World  Business  Report 3:00

BBC World News 3:30 The Web-
stoey com- Tamorrow, 4:30 World
Business Report 5:00 BBC Nows-
dl."."L II‘IC. thl‘ld Bu"tlil"ll.‘“‘ﬁ Re-
port/ 24 Hours

—AFP photo
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McCarthy gets |

a mouthful

JOIHANNESBURG, Sept 26:
Coach Ephraim Mashaba has
Dlaned golden boy Benni
McCarthy  lor  the fallure of
Sonth Africa 1o progress beyond
the group stage at the Sydney
Olyvimpics tootball tournament,
reporis AP

Amaglug-glug  (The  small
boys) were elhiminated after the
first round despite a shock 3-1
victary over pre-competition
favourites Brazil. who won
Group D flollowed by Japan,
South Africa and Slovakia.

Victory over Slovakia in their
final match would have taken
South Africa into the knockout
stages and Mashaba sald the
[aflure of McCarthy to convert
chances was largely responsible
for the 2-1 defeat.

Speaking to reporters alter
the national under-23 squad
returned to a lukewarm wel-
come in  chilly conditions,
Mashaba sald McCarthy and
fellow stiriker Slyabonga Noin-
vete continually ignored in-
structions.

"McCarthy operated in  «
world of his own during the
Olympics. He  should  have
scored hat-tricks against Japan
and Slovakia and his arttude
was unaccepiabl Mashaba
said.

Spain-based Benni sprang 1o
prominence at the 1998 African
Nations Cup in Burkina Faso,
where he was voted top plaver
and finished joint leading scorer
with veteran Egyptian Hossam
Hassan.

The coach also lashed Nom-
vete, who has been linked with
English Premiership outfit Sun-
derland, although the Kaizer
Chiefs striker headed goals
against Japan and Brazil.

‘I instructed Siyabonga to
play beside Benni, but he con-
stantly drifted out to the left
and closed himself down by
holding on to the ball too long,"
Mashaba said.

Captain Matthew Booth did
not escape the wrath of
Mashaba. who slammed the
giant central defender for not
following instructions and
lacking leadership when the
team was under pressure.

McCarthy deflected criticism,
saving the team was over confi-
dent before the Slovakia match,
while Booth blamed bad prepa-
rations that included just one
warm-up match for the timid
exit.

Pakistan power
From page 13
the final hooter when Tomascz
Cichy scored with a superb hit
from the top of the circle.

Poland finished with five
points, a creditable perform-
ance for a team returning to the
Olympics alter 20 years.

But it was Pakistan's superb
win over the Dutch that sent
the 15,000 fans in raptures.

Needing a win to stay alive,
Pakistan scored once in each
half through Sohail Abbas and
Kashif Javed, while the Dutch
strikers fumbled repeatedly
inside the circle.

The Dutch looked a far cry
from the side that holds the
world, Olympic and Champions'
Trophy titles as Teun de Nooijer
and Stephen Veen let slip a
dozen chances.

"The Dutch could not score
because we did not allow them
to," said Pakistani manager
Islahuddin Siddiqui. "God will-
ing, we will go further now."

Dutch coach Maurits Hen-
driks said: "I have rarely seen
us miss so many chances.

‘I think the plavers have
been on a mountain so long,
thev were atrand ol [alling off it.”

But Britain gave the Dutch
411 nnexpected  surprise
beating the Germans.

Germany, needing only a
draw to move up, found their
match in a British side deter-
mined to bow out on a high
note.

Craig Parhman and Calum
Giles scored for Britain, while
Christian Mayerhoefer put one
in for the Germans.

Veteran Jay Stacy, playing
in his third and final Games,
was Australia’'s hero with a
penalty corner eight minutes
before the end.

Both teams were locked 1-1
at half-thme through goals by
Song Seung-Tae ans Craig
Victory in a fast and furious
match played under light rain
at the start and a stiff breeze
right through.

"We have put the poor form
behind us and starting to play
well again," Australian coacl
Terry Walsh said.

"We are focused on what we
aim to do, and that is to reach
the final."

STAR PLUS

6:30 Star Geetmala  #B7  (Daily
Show) 730 Guod Morning India
(News, Business & Entertainment
News) 8:30 1 Love My India #65
9:00 Film Based Prog- Hit Ya Fil
9:30 Star Morming Film Show: Do
Pal 12:30 Film Based Prog- Hit Ya
Fit 1:00 TSN 1:30 Ddh}' Soajp-
Tanha #21 2:00 Daily Soap- Meri
Saheli 2:30 Daily Soap- Saans 3:00
Hindi Serial @ Saher 3:30 Small
Wonders #579 4:00 Daily Soap-
Kyonki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
4:30 Gharwali Uparwali 5:00 Film
Based Prog- Hit Ya Fit 5:30 Cine
JTharokha 6:00 Small Wonders
(Hindi Dube) 6:30 Fox Kids 7:30
Hindi Serial : Sevalal Mevawala
#26 8:00 Hindi Sérial : Tu Tu Main
Main 8:30 Hindi Serial : Hasna
Matt 9:00 Hindi Serial : Pal Chinn
9:30 Daily Show- Kaun Banega
Crorepati  10:30 Life Nahin Haj
Ladoa  #19 11:00 Daily Soap-
Kyonki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu TLi
#47 11:30 Aaj Ki Baat 12:00 Daily
Soap- Tanha  12:30 Film Based
l‘rnp[- Hit Ya Fit 1:00 Daily Soap:
Swabhiman 1:30 Daily Soap- Saans
2:00 I.'ldil}*’ soap- Meri Saheli 2:30
Daily Soap- Tanha 3:00 Hindi Se-

rial @ Tu Tu Main Main 3:30 Film
Based I'rog- Hit Ya Fit 4:00 Hindi
Serial : Darr #26 4:30 Hindi Serial :
Chupa Rustom 5:00 Daily Soap-
Kvonki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu 1hi
5:30 Film Based Prog- Hit Ya Fil
6:00 Cine Jharokha

ZEETV

6:15 Yeadon Ki Pal (B/W Songs)
6:45 Old Is Gold 7:00 Bhakti Songs
7:30 Jagran 7:55 Fitness Plus 8:05
Breakfast Zee (News, Views &
Chat) 9:00 Guldasta 9:30 Nicolo-
dion Kid's Show 10:30 Ek Nazar
11:00 Daily Soap- Chattan  11:30
Close-Up Antakshari 12:00 Sound
of Music 12:10 Naye Nazrane
(Trailer Show) 12:40 Zaike Ka Safar
110 Dear Women 1:40 Jhalak 1:45
Daily Soap- Hasratein 2:25 Kashti
3:00 Daily Soap- Banegi Apni Baat
3.30 ithout  Maka-Up  With
Mahesh Bhatt #13 4:00 Daily Soap-
Adhikar 4:30 Hukumat 5:00 Inter-
mission 5:10 Tata Salt Khana
Khazana 5:40 Tejaswini #58 6:10 Ek
Nazar (Trailer) 6:30 Nicolodion
Kid s show 7:30 Ek Nazar (Trailer)
8:00 Daily Soap- Dastaan 8:30 Yeh
Hain Mere 1{}11-.* 9:00 Mehend)
fere Naam Ki 9:45 Daily Soap-

e ———————————————————————————

Kartavya 10:30 Thriller At 10 11:00
Indiﬂ
Soap- Chattan
Aashiana 1:40 Kashti 2:10 Dastak
(Help Line) 2:20
(Trailer Show) 3:10 Hindi Feature
Film: Char Diwari

DISCOVERY
CHANNEL

6:30 Go For It! 7:30 Ushaia
Lonely Planet 9:30 Animal in Sur-
vivors 10:00 Eyewitness 111 10:30
Danger Zone 11:00 Outer Bounds
I & 1l
12:30 Wild Discovery 1:30 Medical
Detectives 1 2:00 Medical Detec-
tives | 2:30 Discover Magazine 3:30
Go For It! 4:30 Ushuaia

Mechanics tor
Discovery
tures 1 9:00 Aspects ol Lite 9:30
Ultrascience 1 10:00 Popular Sci-
ence 10:30 Lands of Legends 11:00
Sea Legends 11:30 Discovery ['vo
file Series 12:30 Wild Discovery
1:30 Blue
Aspects of Lite 2:30 Ultrascience 1]
3:00 Popular Science 3:30 Lands of
Legends 4:00 Sca Legends 4:30

e WA

-

Y {.

Spanish soccer players celebrate their qualification for the Olympic Games final after beating
the United States 3-1 in the semifinals in Sydney yesterday:.

From page 13
Friedel

The US should have pulled
one back alter 30 minutes but
Chris Allbright hesitated when
clear on goal and was dispos-
sessed.

US coach Clive Charles
made a dramatic double sub-
stitution with just 37 minutes
gone, hauling off Allbright and
Ramiro Corrales in a desperate
bid to inject some life into his
side.

And three minutes later
Vagenas pulled one back from
the penalty spot after Tamudo
had fouled Frankie Hejduk.

Spain were content to sit on
their lead after the break.
though Jose-Mari should have
sealed their place in the final in
the 67th minute but his weak
shot did not trouble Friedel.

Substitute Ferron thought
he had won a penalty with ten
minutes remaining when pulled
back by Califf but the Tunisian

referee  adjudged the offence
had taken place outside the
box.

Al Jose Mari got the goal

he deserved in the 87th minute,
fapping mto an empty net after
Friedel could only parry Ta-
mudo’'s shot.

"Jose Mari was involved in

Lions, Spain enter final

everything today. He has gone
from a minus to a plus, plus,”
sald Ruiz.

Clive Charles said his side
had suffered from the effects of
their win on penalties over Ja-
pan in the previous round.

"We played 120 minutes of
hard football then had all the
emotions of a penalty shoot-out
and that took its toll." he said

"They were a yard quicker
today but I'm not disappointed
in my team because they have
been fabulous throughout the
tournament.”

He predicted the Spaniards
would grab gold in the final.

"Cameroon are very good in-
dividually but Spain play better
as a team and Kkeep posses-
sion.” he said.

MELBOURNE: An 89th min-
ute penalty from Arsenal's Lau-
ren Etame Mayer sealed the
victory as the Chileans were
made to pay a heavy price for
squandering a bucketload of
second half chances.

Patrick Mboma, the Parma
forward who plaved for Camer-
oon in the last World Cup. was
the Indomitable Lions hero,
firing home the equaliser after

—AFP photo

84 minutes then winning the
decisive penalty.

His burst into the Chilean
box drew a wild. lunging tackle
from Pablo Contreras and the
French referee Stephane Bre
had no hesitation in pointing to
the spot

Chile had looked like they
were on their way to the final
when they took the lead with
less than a quarter of an hour
to play., after the Cameroon
back four allowed a hopeful
Chilean punt upfield to float
over their heads, putting Se-
bastien Gonzalez in the clear.

Cameroon  keeper Idriss
Kameni managed to stop the
midfielder's shot but the ball
slammed straight into defender
Patrice Abanda and back into
the net

Chile should have gone on to
kill the game off minutes later
when another defensive blunder
by the Cameroon defence al-
lowed Claudio Maldonado to
break free with only Kameni to
beat,

With three other Chileans
screaming for the ball he some-
how nanaged to sidefoot it
straight at the Cameroon goal-
keeper

ik ¥ PARIS, Sept 26:
*"- The battle for su-
i premacy in the
P (‘hampions Lea-

CHAMPIONS pue hots up on
LEACUE

- Wednesday as fa
vourites and [talian champions
Lazio head for Highbury to face
Arsenal in what should be the
match of the evening, reports
AFP,

The third round of games in
the six-match first phase
should largely sort out the
wheat from the chaff in all eight
groups but the issue of which
clubs progress is almost re-
solved already in Group B with
the Gunners and the Italians on
a maximum Six points to date.

Arsenal had to overcome a
two-goal deficit to see off Shak-
htar Donetsk last week and
that result will have served as a
wake-up call to Arsene Wen-
ger's side following two previous
first-round exits.

Donetsk travel to Sparta
Prague for a match which
should prove academic as nei-
ther side has put points on the
board in their opening two ties.

Arsenal striker Thierry
Henry insists the English Pre-
miership side can put Lazio in

their place and take three
points which would virtually
ensure they reach the next

group stage.

'Lazio are a great side and
they have spent a lot of money
on quality players but we are a
good side as well.

“We speak about them but
they can speak about us. We
have Kanu, Vieira, Keown,

Bergkamp, Henry. As a team
and as a unit I think we are
better than Lazio.

“It will be difficult but it will
be a game to enjoy."

Henry added that the deci-
sion to play this season’'s home
games at Highbury after two
poor Wembley campaigns had
paid dividends against Donetsk.

“l don't think we could have
come back if it had been at
Wembley. Wembley is a g

Mouth-watering

pitch but Highbury is very
small and with the crowd close |
could tell they were scared. To
play at Highbury really helps

The Gunners expect to wel-
come back steely midfielder
Patrick Vicira to the sule after
he sat out the weekend draw at
Ipswich

Defender Tony Adams is also
expected to return after a
month fighting back problems

Reigning European champi-
ons Real Madrid have already
hit their stride in Group A and
lead Spartak Moscow and
Bayern Leverkusen by a point

The Spaniards have also
found their form in the league
and thrashed Athletic Bilbao 4-
I at the weekend despite being
without strike pair Raul and
Fernando Morientes

A trip to Leverkusen will de-
termine the 'meringues’ ability
to soak up pressure away from

FIXTURES

{Groups A-D (Games Kkick
off at 00:45 hrs BST on
Thursday)):
GROUP A
At Leverkusen
Bayer Leverkusen
Real Madrid (Spa)
At Moscow
Spartak Moscow
oporting Lisbon (Por)
GROUP B
At Prague
oparta Prague (Cze) v Shak-
htar Donetsk (Ukr)
At London
Arsenal (Eng) v Lazio (lta)
GROUP C
At Heerenveen
Olympiakos (Gre) v Heeren-
veen (Ned)
At Valencia
Valencia (Spa) v Lyon (Fra)
GROUP D
At Monaco
Monaco (Fra)l v Sturm Graz
(Aut)

At Istanbul

Galatasaray (Tur) v Rangers
(Sco)

(Ger) v

(Rus) v

e

rospects

home after a gritty showing at
Sporting Lisbon on the opening
dav. where Real came back
from two goals down to snatch
a draw before sneaking past
Spartak at home a week ago

Spartak  themselves  will
fancy their chances of pro-
gressing if theyv can oust
Sporting, who have found

themselves cast in the role of
whipping boys after letting Real
off the hook in Portugal.

Just as last season. Spain is

determined to dominate the
competition once again and
Valencia. Real's final victims

last May. are setting a cracking
pace in Group C alter narrow
wins over Olympiakos and at
Dutch tailenders Heerenveen

The Spaniards will now
tackle tourmament debutants
Lvon in the Mestalla Stadiumn

betore going to France for the
second half of their double-
header next week.

Lvon dismissed Heerenveen
in their first match but then
came unstuck at Olympiakos
and should the Greeks likewise
see off the Dutch then they
should be in the driving seat.

Valencia are set to face Lyon
without Argentine midfield su-
premo “Kily" Gonzalez while
French World Cup winner
Didier Deschamps. Swedish
defender Joachim Bjorklund
and Romanian forward Adrian
[lie are all carrving injuries

Group D is developing in
sitnilar fashion to Group C with
a dominant side in the shape of
Glasgow Rangers. who have set
themselves up for passage 10
the second phase withh a gutsy
win in Monaco

As Rangers bid to put one
foot in round two with Six
points under their belts already
under-fire Galatasaray coach
Mircea Lucescu is playing down
talk of unrest at his club ahead
ol the clash against the Scottish
chiampions in Istanbul.
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HBO

6:30 Feds 8:15  Against the Wall
il‘:j[‘l‘t'.h”llll‘ ?'thhhld 12“] o0
you i the Morming 3:30 Her Alibi
5:00 Arthur 2 on the Rocks 7:15
Ihe Shadow 9:30 Hook 12:15 Sins
of the Mind 2:15 Hollvwood's
Greatest Stunts 2:45 Feds 4:30 Her
AlLibi

STARMOVIES

730 Comedy:  The  Impostors
(*Oliver  Platt,  Stanley  Tucx,
Walkel lones,  Jessica \'U.'rllmg.
Alfred Molina) 9:30 Comedy:

Mir-ainﬁz Pieces (15) 11:30 Comedy:

Phat Beach (*Jermaine Hopkins,
Brian Hooks, L‘.rcg'q Vance) 1:30
Midday Movie: Judgment Day

(*lce-T, Suzy Amis, Linden Ashby)
3:30  Drama:  Billy  Bathgale
(*Dustin Hotfman, Nicole Kidman,
Loren Dean, Bruce Willis) (15) 5:30
Action: Rambo-2 (*Sylvester Stal-
lon, Richard Crenne, Charles
Napier, Steven Brekotf) (15) 7:30
Comudy: Gridlock d (15) 9:30 E!
BTS 10:00 You Pick The Flick, Com
N*l\'it‘: 12:15 Hearts of Fire: Phat

Group Phase 1, Matchday

Beach (*lermaine Hopkins, Brian
Hooks, an}lﬁ Vance) 02:15 Com-
edy: Missing Pieces (15)

ESPN

6:00 Live- Major League Soccer
=000 Playoffs Semifinal #1 8:00
Baseball Across Amenca Triple A
World Series (If Necessa ;. Las
Vegas, NV USA Game #5 11:00
Instde Cricket: 2nd Session 11:30
Racchorse  Digest 12200 *
Sportscenter Stmrtarntur""Pumihlc
Olympic Edits™ 1:00 Espn World
Snooker: 2000 Champions Cup
Brighton, UNITED KINGDOM
Round Robin 3:00 Football Focus
330 Uefa Champions League
2000701 Uefa Champions League
3 6:00
Uefa Champions League 2000/01
Uckfa Champions League Group

Mhase 1, Matchday 3 8:00 Motor-
sport Asia 8:30 Inside Cricket: 2nd
Session 9:00 Espn World Snooker:
2000 Champions Cup Brighton,
UNITED KINGDOM
11:00 Pool 2000 World Pool Mas-
tors

12:30
League 2000/01 Ueta Champions
E{.mguc Group Phase 1, Matu‘\

ound Robin

12:00 Live- Football Focus
Live-  Ucta Champions

day
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