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Music festival: as part of the 'Dance

and Music Festival’ ur%anlscd by the High Commission of India,

Deepak Choudhury wi

| present

a Sttar recital. Venue: National

Museum auditorium. Time: 7 pm.

Rain likely
Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka,

Chittagong.
lllm‘ﬂs over

Barisal and Sylhet divisions and at one or two
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions during the next 12

wours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Day temperature may remain neargr unchanged over the

country during the period. Met office sai
Yesterday's highest temperature of 34.2 degre

e Celsius was

recorded at Khulna and Jessore and the lowest of 22.5 degree

at Svihet.
The sun sets
tomorrow at 5.49 am.

in the capital today at 5.50 pm and rises

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday werc:

City/ Town Temperature Humidity in
” in Celsius percerntage
Max Min I’?\-'.lsnrmng Evenin
a 33.2 26.5 7
g:llf::a ong 31.3 24.0 92 85
Rajshahi 33.6 25.6 85 83
Khulna 34.2 24.8 81 80
Barisal 32.6 24.6 80 89
Sylhet 29.0 22.5 96 92
Cox’'s Bazar 30.4 24.6 97 85
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Students of BAF Shaheen College and School handed over a

cheque for Tk 1 lakh and 18 thousand to the father of Saikat
Rahman Amit, a victim of rare wild polio disease, for his

treatment yesterday.
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Khoka calls for

strong resistance
against criminal
activities

By Staff Correspondent

City  BNP president Sadek
Hossain Khoka MDP yesterday
asked 1he civ dwellers 1o build
up a resistance m ecvery ward

and give a befitting reply to
those involved in terrorisi.
murder. rape. kidnapping. toll
extortion and forcible occupa-
tion of people s properties.

He alleged that leaders and
activists of the ruling Awami
League are directly involved
with criminal activities and
unleashed a reign of terror on
innocent people and opposition
activists.

Khoka was addressing a way
side rally in front of Tikatuli
Jame Mosque organised to
press home the demand of ar-
rest and death sentence of the
killers of Advocate Habibur
Rahman Mondal. BNP's ward
no -75 unit organised the rally
and brought out a procession.

City BNP to
meet Friday

By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of the city
BNP and its front organisations
will be held at 6:30pm on Fri-
day at the party central office at
Navapaltan.

City  BNP President Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP will preside
over the meeting, said a press
release.

All leaders of the city com-

mittee, BNP-supported ward
commissioners at the Dhaka
City Corporation. presidents

and general secretaries or con-
venors of all thana commifttees,
presidents and general secre-
taries of all front organisations
of the ¢ty unit have been asked
1o atlend the meeting aon time

Poura polls

From | det e !
Bogra in the first election to the
new municipality

He got 2,471 votes while his
nearest rival Abdul Wahed
1.782 in the election held
peacelully.

Some 85 per cent voters out
of 1o1al 7.059 cast their ballots
i nine centers.

Manjurul Islamm  Bimol of
BNP was unofficially elected
chaimman of the newly formed
t’..'rupalpur munpicipality in Na-

Ore.

Islam’. who got 4,005 votes,
beat his rival Awami League
candidate  Alhaj Shamsuddin
Shadhu with a margin of 1,162
VOlies,

Polling toak place peacefully

in all the nine centers with vol-

ers turmout of over 85 per cent.
The total voters were 10.204 .

Uitaan Kumar Sabia was 111-
officially elected chairman of
Badugan) pourashava in Rang-
pur.

He polled 3.490 votes while
his nearest rival Mohammad
Mosharrafl Hossain 2.645 voles.

Ishaq Hossain was unoffi-
clally  eclected  chairman  in
Naszn; I.usur:hh.'r:d 1y Nar.;«

ol 1.748 votes while his
rival Mohammad Anwar
1.224 votes In the

Ctg customs
Froni page 12

So lar around 100 officers of
Chittagonng Customms House
were transferred that angered
them. Such a mass transfer
triggered a scare among the
rank and file of Chittagong
Customs House, sources added.

The governnient started in-
ter-departinental transfer in
Customs House and Customn's
Excise and VAT Division with
the amalgamation of sea cus-
toms and land customs in
August this year.

Mondal murder
From page 12

incident.

Clerk Asad has been missing
mivsteriously after the Killing,
He earlier claimed to have rec-
ognised two of the Kkillers but
did not disclose their names to
anyone even of the victim's
famnilv, sources said.

Earlier, Bachchu. an associ-
ate of ward commissioner
Saidur Rahman Shahid, was
arrested in connection with the
murder and was sent to Dhaka

Central jail.

Rigging

From page 12
centre and ook away some
ballot papers right belore the
polling agents and the law en-
forcers, said Kajal Kanti Dey,
Presiding Officer of the centre.

Many voters at the centre
complained to the CEC that
their votes were already cast
beforehand. Later, the CEC
postponed polling in this cen-
ire.

The CEC also postponed
voting in the Govindapur Gov-
ernment Primary School centre
following complaint by a candi-
date that his polling agents
were barred from entering the
centre by a group of local mus-
clemen. loyal to local AL leader
Afzal Khan. Local people also
supported his claim, alleging
massive rigging by AL activists.

Earlier. the CEC visited two

centres at Modern Primary
School premises at 10 a.an.
where some voters could not

cast votes as a list of 100 voters
was not sent to the centre from
the Election Commission, said
AKM Hares. the Presiding Offi-
cer. The CEC advised the ag-
gricved voters to cast ‘tender
votes and instructed polling
officers to allow such voting as
law provides for such an ar-
rangement,

Replving to a question of
Fair Election Monitoring Alli-
ance (FEMA) observer Zobaida
Hannan and Washington-based
NDI (National Democratic In-
stitution) observer James V.
Oliver at the centre, the CEC
sald, “Election is being held
peacelully, but upon my arrival
| found a person whose vote
had already been cast by some-
one else.”

However, yoting seemed (air
and peaceful at the Comilla
Government High School cen-
fre. barring a few allegations of
false voting. A 13-year old girl,
Rumi, was held on charge of
attempting to cast false vote,

At Muradpur Government
Primary School polling centre,
where only women cast vote,
many voters alleged that their
votes were cast beforehand. The
CEC took a list of the aggrieved
voters and asked the presiding
officer 1o take ‘tender” votes,

Voters at Telikona centre,
another women's polling centre,
had the same story to tell the
CEC,

Speakers on the concluding
day of a two-day seminar yes-
terday called for formulating an
‘alternative’  national  health
policy acceptable to people of all
walks of life.

They said the marginal sec-
tion of our society are directly
aflected by the dominant medi-
cal notion of 'health' of the elite
and the donor-driven policies,

Shasthya Shonglap organ-
ised the seminar on 'Critique of
the National Health Policy: In
Search of a People's Policy on
Health'.

"We reject the existing na-
tional health policy. It does not
represent the views of the
common people,” said one ol
the speakers.

"Any health policy must ad-
dress the health problems of
every citizen. Assessment of
each and every aspect of life
and health should have been
mandatory before launching the

By Staff Correspondent

National Health Policy (NHP)L"
sald another speaker.

‘Social toruns, academic in-
stitutions. local government,
and communities must initiate
a dialogue on their own health
needs and demands. And these
must find space in the NHP."

The speakers sald participa-
tion of the grassroots should be
ensured while formulating the
‘alternative’  national health
policy to perceive the real needs
of the common people.

"The existing NHP is no dif-

ferent from donor-prescribed
health and population sector
programme (HPSP). It mostly

serves the interest of the donors
and some vested quarters,” sald
a speaker.

The speakers recommended
that the ‘alternative’ health
policy should focus on topics
like primary healthcare serv-
ices, immunisation programme,
and environmental health.

| Speakers call for formulating
‘alternative’ health policy

They also proposed to in-
clude other Issues such as legal
aspects related to health and
environment, disabled and in-
digenous people's health needs,
and health of people working in
factories and Industries.

The seminar also recom-
mended coverin arecas like
yroduction of food, reproductive
Ilt*ulth, neonatal and child

health, private healthcare serv-
ices, referral system. role of the
doctors, nurses and health
workers. disaster management.,
role of the International organi-
sations  and  inter-niaisterial
relationship.

The concluding session of
the seminar was chalred by
Farhad Mazhar of UBINIG while
Mahfuz Anam, Editor of The
Daily Star, Enaytullah Khan,
Editor of the Weekly Holiday,
and Dr Quasem Choudhudry
attended the seminar as distin-
guished guests.

The parliamentary standing
committee on Jute Ministry
yesterday resented the opening
of 73 additional jute purchasing
centres by government bypass-

sion, reports UNB

The committee at its earlier
meeting approved 100 pur-
chasing centres for the current
season to procure jute for the
mills under Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation, but some
173 have been opened so far.

The meeting decided to im-
plement the committee’s earlier

recommendation by cutting
down the additional centres,
said a press release.

In the last season, 176 cen-

tres were opened to procure 40
lakh bales of jute.

Committee Chairman Mo-
hammad Shamsul Huq pre-
sided over the meeting at Sang-
sad Bhaban. Its members State
Minister for Jute A K Faezul
Huq, Dr S M Moklesur Rah-
man, Sharif Khasruzzaman,
Mohammad Emdadul Huq
Bhuivan, Mohammad Mojibur
Rahman, Dr Mohammad Salek
Chowdhury and officials con-
cerned were present,

“The additional centres were
opened in the face of socioeco-
nomic and political pressures.”
State Minister for Jute A K Fae-
zul Huq told UNB.,

He said he already directed
the BJMC officials to stop
opening more centres until
further directive. The committee
called for documents of three
vears performance of the gov-
ernment buying centres to re-

ing the lawmakers’ earlier deci-

centres open

view in its next nnrcting on Oc-
tober 10.

“We honour the committee
decision, but [I'll talk to the
Prime Minister about cutting

down the additional centres as
the issue is very sensitive,” he
said.

He said there is a procure-
ment target ol 30-35 lakh bales
during the current season
which would require Tk 250
crore to Tk 270 crore. Some 8-9
lakh bales will be carried over
from previous stock to meet the
demand of the BOMC mills.

There is a commitment to
provide a loan of Tk 100 crore
at an interest rate of 18 per
cent. of which Tk 75 crore has
already been released to start
procurement, he said.

The minister said Tk 93
crore remained outstanding
with the jute traders and farm-
ers. There is a common practice
that every yvear BJMC main-
tains an outstanding amount

between Tk 30 crore and Tk 50
crore.

I'he meeting extended the
deadline for down pavment of
'k 1.44 crore by the Workers-

Emplovees Welfare Association
to October 30 for offloading the
Mymensingh Jute Mills at
Shambhuganj

In default, the ministry was

* asked to take altermnative meas-

ures to re-run the mills.

Faezul Huq said the coop--

erative of the workers and em-
ployees tried to collect the
funds following the issuance of
the letter of intent, but failed.

The tests for admission into
first vear honours courses un-
der different departments of the
Dhaka University for 2000-
2001 academic year will begin
on November 3.

The test for 'Ka' unit (Sci-
ence group) will be held on No-
vember 10, 'Kha® unit (Hu-
manities group) on November
17, ‘Ga’ unit (Commerce group)
on November 3 and ‘Gha’ unit
(all groups) on November 24.

he university authorities
announced the test schedule
yesterday.

The distribution of admis-
sion forms will begin on Octo-
ber 9. The forms will be avail-
able at different branches of
banks on the DU campus. The
last date for submitting the
forms is October 24.

Those who have passed the
Higher Secondary (HSC) exami-
nations in 1999 or 2000 are
eligible to apply for the tests.

Shamsur Rahman

From page 12
ali Bank was handed over to
Russel by Nasir Uddin Kalu,

Kotchandpur Awami League
President, about two months
back.

Russel also confessed to the
joint interrogation cell that he
got the check from Kalu. The
cell comprises officials from
DGFI. NSI. SB and CID.

The ring leaders might have
forced Russel not to encash the
cheque, the mvestigators said.

The tour accused in their ju-
dicial statements confessed that
ten persons were involved in the
killing. Of them. six have been

arrested.
PM

From page |
starting from school to univer-
sity level,

Responding to the office and
accommodation problems of the
PSC members. the Priine Min-
Ister sald 2.9 acres of land has
been allocated for construction
of PSC Bhaban near Agargaon.
where a housing complex can
be built with modern architec-
ture (o meet the accommoda-
tion problem,

In the memorandum. the
PSC  members appraised the
Prime Minister of their prob-
lems (ncluding status, salary.
allowances, accommodation
transport.

They also apprised the Prime
Minister of the Jatest activities
of the Public Service Conunis-
slon,

DU admission test
from Nov 3

By DU Correspondent

The students who have
passed O level in four subjects
and A level in two subjects in
1999 or 2000 and obtained at
least B grade in four subjects
and C grade in two other sub-
jects are also eligible to take
part in the admission test. The
admission teat will be held un-
der MCQ system and the pass
number is 40.

Flood

From page |

reports : With the fall of water
level in the rivers Padma and
Gorai, the flood situation in the
district improved slightly yes-
terday.

Ganges recorded a fall of 15
and Goral 11 centimetres re-
spectively during the last 24
hours ending at 2 pm yester-
day.

‘In absence of adequate relief
materials. the sufferings ol the
flood-hit people have increased.

A large number of people are
pour into upazila headquarters
and Kushtia town in search ol
food and jobs.

All the educational
tions have been turned
flood shelters

The worst allected upazila is
Daulaipur. The Padma has
engulicdd a vast area of the
upazila. rendering many people
homeless.

Diarrhoea and other intesti-
nal diseases have broken out in
the upazila.

Members of parliament from
the district have urged the gov-
ernment to provide relief for the
affected people.

The flood situation in five
other districts remained static
vesterday.

The affected people in those
districts have been passing
their days In great hardship for
want of food, drinking water,

institu-
imnito

medicine and other necessities.

Death

anniversary
The lirst death
anniversary of
Mostafa Abdul
Hai  Al-Azad,
lormer Deputy
C'hief of Plan-
ning Comimis-
sion and Sec-
retary of Bang-
: ladesh Tea As-
soclinion. will be observed to-
ity . sivs @ press release,

On the oceaslon, a milad
malifil will be held after Magrib
prayers today at his residence
at Karobi Flat No 103, House
No 3, Road No 7. Gulshan- 1.

Govt ignores JS body

73 additional jute purchasing

The meeting also discussed
the overall law and order situa-
tion of Adamjee Jute Mills and
advised the authorities con-
cerned to take effective steps to
improve the trouble-prone sce-
nario.

The ministry held two spe-
cial meetings on the issue and
would hold another one soon
with the Home Minister, said
the state minister

Deposition

From page 12
against the accused uder sec-
tion 3, 4 and 6 of the Explosives
Act of 1908, The prosecution
said that the explosion took
place while bombs were being
made on the first floor of the
two-storey residence of the MP
on March 15 last year.

The defence lawyers pleaded
that the MP had been wrongly
implicated in the case because
he was not present on the place
of occurrence when the incident
occurred. Some influential
quarters were to be blamed for
the incident. they alleged

Diamond cutting

From page |
Lanka, which owns and man-
ages the largest cutting and
polishing factory in the world in
Colombo, will be the overseas
partner.

The project partners are op-
timistic that the factory will go
into commercial production in
January next year. However,
they plan to start test produc-
tion in November this year.

The diamonds will be im-
ported in coarse forms referred
to as cuttable rough. Sri
Lankan experts will transfer
diamond cutting technology to
Bangladesh. train local workers

and supervise the polishing
operation.
The finished  diamonds,

which fetch around USS 490 a
carat, will be packed and air-
freighted to Europe for sales to
the international diamond mar-
ket

Bus fare rates

From page |
should be under government

control,
About transport strike in
different routes, Enayet Ullah

alleged that it was due to the
local administration's non-co-
operation with transport owners
in implementing the new gov-
ernment rate.,

Speaking on condition of
anonymity. another member ol
the Expert Committee said that
one of its recommendations was
to deregulate the transport fare
altogether, allowing market
forces to play.

The government deregulated
the fare rate for goods-carrying
trucks in 1975, he mentioned.

Road accident
From page 12
way vesterday.

Police said Anwara Begum,
50. wife of Abdur Rahman of
Charmajghara village, was in-
jured seriously as the Aricha-
bound truck hit her at about
| lam. She succumbed to her
infuries on way to the sadar
hospital.

Police seized the truck but
its driver managed to flee.

One person was Killed and
five others were injured in a
collision between a truck and a
tempo at Beltia on Jamalpur-
Tangalil road Monday night

Witnesses said Harun-Al-
Rashid. 35. of Baluata village in
Sadar upazila died on the spot
at about 10 pm.

Injured Hazrat Ali. Abdul
Khaleg. Nur Islam, Dulla and

Abdul Haq were admitted to
Jamalpur General Hospital. Of
them, Nur Islam, Hazrat All and

Abdul Haq were shifted to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospltal,

A sepoy of the Army was

killed in a road accident near
Chokorta College in Cox's Bazar
yvesterday.

Shafiqul Islam of 41 Bengal

Regiment met the accident
when an Army truck bound for
Chittagong from Ali Kadam
overturned at 11:30 am.

He was rushed to Chokoria
Jam Jam Hospital where the
doctor declared him deacl.

Army sources sald Shafiqul
joined 41 Bengal Regiment sta-
tioned in Bandarban on Sunday
trom Jessore Cantonment.

The body was sent to Chit-
tagong Combined Military Hos-
pital for autopsy.

NAM Summit

From page |
deferral of the 137 NAM Sum-
it

First. there will be “weather
instability”™ in the months of
Seprember and  October and
November.

Second, a caretaker govern-
ment would be in place in Sep-
tember next vear. So it would
not be possible to hold the
summit, as there will be no
elected government at that
time. Third. It would take some
time for the newly elected gov-

ernment to be ready to hold
such a summit of the 114-
member  organisation. And

fourth, the month of Ramadan
will fall at the end of next year.

“Therefore, the best time to
hold the NAM Summit would be
in the end of January,” the for-
eign minister said.

Responding to a question as
to when the government took
these factors into consideration
and asked for the deferral, Azad
replied, "These factors were
always there. But since the time
of the summit has now come
nearer, we have made a request
for the deferral.”

He declined to comment on
whether lack of preparations
had anvthing to do with the
request for the deferral.

Calcutta flood

From page |
tion of around 1.100 inmates,
Basu said.

Eight more deaths were re-
ported today from the eastern
Indian state of Bihar. which
adjoins West Bengal, taking the
toll in the current flooding there
to 116.

In Bangladesh, which began
to receive overspill from the
Indian floods at the weekend.
the official toll stood at eight
dead, with more than a million
people in six border districts
next to West Bengal affected.

Relief Commissioner Ingty
said four helicopters had been
deploved to dréop food. milk
powder and medicines in the
worst-hit areas of West Bengal.

“Four major districts are
more or less cut off and we
need money, more boats and
helicopters to make inroads and
step up rescue work,” a top
official said.

Reports of looting had earlier
come in from all of West Ben-
gal's affected districts, as des-
perate villagers ransacked relief
trucks for foodstuffs.

Military officials said they
had managed to rescue 250,000
people at the weekend who had
been marooned on rooftops and
rafts without food for four days
in West Bengal's Murshidabad.

From page |
oriented ones, to bulld capacity
to repay.” he sald.

The DCCI president said
lack of enthusiasm among do-
mesltic Investors Is apparent
because of political instability
and law and order situation.
“This sends wrong signal to
foreign investors who follow the
locals.”

To Increase investment, good
governance based on transpar-
ency and accountabllity should
be established along with accel-
erated administrative, banking
and legal reforms.

MCCI  President Latifur
Rahman said the economy is
showing signs of improvement
during the current financial
year.

In the first two months, ex-
port earnings grew by 23 per
cent and remittances by 16 per
cent. The agriculture sector is
also showing signs of positive
performance, he said.

"But against these favour-
able signs, there are over-
whelming threats of higher fuel
prices, fall in foreign exchange
reserve, Increase in non-
development expenditure of the
government, stalemate in the
capital  market, lllf;rf_‘ahlll%
smuggling, unabated politica
uncertainties and nomn-
integration of the economy with
regional and global markets.”
Rahman said

He said local enterprises are
in a serious disadvantageous
position in the face of increas-
ing imports from India and de-
nial of market access there due
to by tariff and non-tariff barri-
€rs.

He said the government
should address this issue as its
top priority, providing mean-
Illjji'lll Hllirla{;rl o business en-
terprises to Increase their com-
petitiveness

But very little has been done
to improve the situation, re-
sulting in decline in investment

3 leading trade bodies

Me said that almost 40 per
cent of the foreign exchange
reserve has to be spent 101
service amortisation and inter-
est payment on debis.

He said delay in turnaround
of the economy will continue 1o
aggravate the social problems.
There 1s already a huge unem-
ployment in the country. which
is increasing every year.

The MCC] president said it
will be possible to avall the op-
portunitics provided by global-
isation of markets if enterprise
competitiveness can be bet-
tered, infrastructural services
are modernised. law and order
problems are effectively tackled,
level of governance Is improved
and there s a qualitative
changes in the political situa-
tion.

BGMEA President Anisur
Rahman Sinha said garnments
account for about 76 per cent

to the total export earnings,
which is good and at the same
time dangerous. “If the gar-
ments sector s affected at any
time then the entire economy
will be severely affected”.

So other sectors should be
developed and the number of
items on the export list should
be increased. The new millen-
nium s bringing new chal-
lenges for developing countries
because by 2005, the quola
regime will be over and there
will be no protection, he said.

He said garments export de-
pends on three factors -- low
price, good quality and timely
delivery.

Timely delivery is not always
possible due to problems at
ports, which also increases the
cost

Sinha said frequent power
failure also increases cost of
production. He urged the gov-
ernment for providing a level
playing field for increasing gar-
menits export

From page ]

was not satisfied with the ex-
planation. It said under the
Army rules ‘restricted’ docu-

ments falls to the lowest secu-
rity classification. So, those
should be produced. argued tlie
members.

The meeting also considered
five other complaints lodged by
air force personnel, who were
allegedly involved in the 1977
abortive coup

FBCCI polls

From page |

porter Association
took part in the programine.

Replying to a question, DCCI
President Aftabul Islam said the
decision by the three chamber
bodies not to contest the polls
is "very sad and not desirable”,

All chamber bodies recently
decided not to contest the
FBCCI polls, scheduled to he
held on October 12.

MCC] President Latifur
Rahman said, “The process is
not goadl for any one. Even the
businessimen should have
playved their role ".

Politicians alone should not
be blamed. he said "Busi-
nessmen should also be blamed
as they are often seen looking
for blessings from politicians,”
he said.

Latifur Rahman had earlier
announced that he would con-

test the FBCCI polls. But he
later changed his decision
through a statement. sayving
that voters would not be able to
exercise their franchise in the
present situation.

BGMEA President Anisur

Rahman Sinha said business-
men do not do politics but po-
litical decisions affect their
businesses. "We need to do
something about it.”

Nikunja murder
From page 12

Islam. Mojibur, Mahinoor and
Morshed Hossain -- are now in
the Dhaka Central Jail.

They were produced before
the court during the hearing

Nikunja Bihari Debnath, 55,
Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Local Government and Rural
Development, was stabbed to
death by muggers near the
Swadhinata Sangram sculpture
on the Dhaka University came-
pus on January 11.

Rubel murder

From page 12
duced before the court.

Shamim Reza Rubel. 24. a
BBA student of the Independent
University was picked up by DB
police from his Siddeswari resi-
dence on July 23. 1998 and
was torture to death in he cus-
tody. the same day.

Metropolitan PP Quamrul
Islain appeared for the state
while Advocate Mahbub Ahmed,
Shamim Ahsan and Humayun
Kabir for the accused.

Dhaka, Rome
cultural exchange
accord likely

A cultural exchange agree-
ment between Hﬂll%lﬂ( esh and
ltaly Is expected to be signed In
Rome In the flirst week of De-
cember, reports UNB.

This was disclosed when
Italian Ambassador to Bangla-
deshi Mario Filippo Pini called
on State Minister for Youths,
Sports and Cultural  Alfairs
Obatdul Quader at his secre-
tariat office today.

During the meeting they de-
cided to finalise cultural ex-
change activities between the

(BGMEA) |

The Defence Ministry had
earlier said that the trial
against the coup leaders for

|
| high treason was held in accor-
| dance with the Army law
| However. the sub-commitiee
| decided to go for further inves-
tigation and asked the Ministry
o direct the former Air Force
Chief Air-Vice Marshall AG
Mahmud and the Director (Ad-
ministration} to appear before
the sub-committee in the next
meeung

The committee had earlier
asked the ministry to submit
proceedings of the court martial
leading to the execution of 12
army officers on charge of in-

Raducan

F ol page |
rard said. “It's tough but that's
what it's all about.”

Hunter, in Sydney only as
Jones’ coach after he was side-
lined by a knee injury, insisted
he didn't know what had
caused his positive tests, al-
though he suspected a nutri-
tional supplement he had used

1 don't know what has hap-
pened, but 1 can promise every-
bodyv that I'in going to find out
Hunter said

Jones, due to launch her
200m and long jump cam-
paigns on Wednesday, said she
completely supported her hus-
band and hoped his situation
wouldn't become an issue as
she resumes her bid for an un-
precedented five athletics gold
medals.

Raducan was the sixth ath-
lete to test positive in Sydney
and the second to be stripped of
a gold medal

In one of the sports hardest

hit by doping, Iran’s Hossein
Rezazadeh gave weightlifting
afficionados something to cheer
as he equalled the heaviest lift
in 80 vears of Olympic compe-
tition. 260 kg, to win the su-
perheavyweight division

Xiong Ni denied Russian
world champion Dmitry Sautin
the Olvmpic 3m springboard
title he wanted to complete his
international gold collection
Xiong shrugged off two poor
early dives to overtake
Fernando Platas of Mexico and
Sautin and retain the title he
won in Atlanta.

In football. Spain beat the
United States 3-1 to reach the

final and Cameroon shocked
Chile 2-1.
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the meeting
The Indian State Minister

who canie here Monday to dis-

cuss mainly water related is-
sues  said borthh Indian and
Bangladesh  are exchanging
information about flood {cre-
casting

Bijoya Chakraborty apprised
the Prime Minister of the steps
taken by India in tackling the
arsenic problem.

Hasina saild arsenic con-
tamination of water has become
a major problem in Bangladesh
and said it is common for both
India and Bangladesh. She said
a delegation of parliamentary
standing committee on walter
resources ministry would soon
visit India to get experience on
how India had tackled it.
Praising India’s development
in the IT sector, the PM said her
government is giving various
incentives to develop the sector

two countries by November. |

in Bangladesh.

Army refuses

volvement in the Killing of Ziaur
Raliman at Chittagong Circuit
House on May 30, 1981

e sub-committee was en-
trusted to probe the allegations

of widows of two of those
hanged to death that the action
against their husbands was
mala fide and illegal

In its earlier report the sub-
committee said 12 army officers
were hanged to death under a
pre-designated plan

The Standing Committee ac-
cepted 14 suggestions of the
sub-committee and back
the report to the sub-committee

eIl

for submitting a fresh report
after going through the pro-
ceedings of the court martial. It

also asked the Defence Ministn
to furnish the proceedings, to
the sub-committee :

The sub-committee in its
earlier report said 12 army &ffi-
cers were hanged illegally and
recommended payment of com-
pensation of TK 20 lakh to each
of their families and family pen-
sion from the date of execution
of all the persons

During the lasi
the main committee on Sep-
tember 3 members were an-
noyed withh the Army Chief Lt
Gen Mustahizur Rahman as e
refused to submit proceedings
ol the court martial saving
those were restricted” and “even
the President cannot those
documents

FM: War crimes
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meeting of

e

of Bangladesh and “we will
definitely pursue il all levels
and do what can be done to

extract an apology.

Asked whether Bangladesh
would also demand the trial of
the war criminals as raised by a
former General in Pakistan
Samnad said. ©~ We will look into
everything.

Responding to a question
about the reported statement of
Pakistani Foreign Minister Ab-
dus Sattar. Azad said. "We do
not believe that the Pakistan
foreign minister had made any
such comment. However, we ve
decided to ask the Pakistani
foreign minister for the exact
statement through diplomatic
channel.”

The Pakistani foreign minis-
ter had reportedlyv told AFP that
“The danghter (Hasina) appears
to be ignoring the advice ex-
pressed by her father 26 vears

ago,” adding that "Bangladesh’s
independence hero and lather
of the present priune wminister

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called
on his people to ‘forget and take
a Ifresh start.”

US Visit

The foreign minister said
that preparations are underway
for the prime minister’s visit to
the US. which he indicated, will
be a one-dav visit on October
| 7. He said the itinerary is yet
to be finalised and a US official

would visit Dhaka shortly to
work it out.

SAARC

Responding to a question, he
saild that the SAARC foreign
ministers’ meeting, which had

become a tradition, did not take
place in New York on the side-
lines of the UN General Assem-
bly due to reported objections
by “some countries.” However,
he declined to name the coun-
tries.

Enquiry about diplomat

Foreign Secretary Shafi Sami
at the end of the briefing told
reporters that an administrative
inquiry into the death of Firoze
Havat, First Secretary of Bang-
ladesh High Commission in
Colombo. has already been
conducted. But since the family
has not been satisfied. "We've
requested the Law Ministry to
initiate  a judicial enguiry.”
Family members had alleged
that Hayat died dune to mission
chiefs negligence n taking
proper measures for his treat-
ment.
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