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Aziz gets
'gold pin'

Sports Reporter
The Intermational Swimming
Federation (FINA) has awarded
Bangladesh Swimming Federa-
tlon vice-president Dr. K M S
Aziz with its ‘gold pin’ for his
outstanding organising ca-

ablity, says a press release.
5 Thg pmy:ns awarded to Aziz,

who Is a member of FINA dop-
ing committee, at the Sydney
Olympic Games Village on
September 22,

Besiktas Leeds
bound with
police escort

ISTANBUL, Sept 25(AFP):
Turkey's Beslktas left here
Monday for their potentially
volatile European Champions
League game with Leeds United
accompanied by a four-man
police squad, the Anatolia news
agency reported.

The measure was called for
amid fears of violence during
the game which comes months
alter two Leeds fans were
stabbed to death in Istanbul
ahead of a UEFA CUP game
between the English Premier-
ship side and Galatasaray.

Enwever. the Turkish club
remained confident Monday
that Tuesday's first phase
match would pass in a calm
atmosphere without any fights
between Turkish and English
fans, who have clashed on sev-
eral occasions folluwin% the
Istanbul stabbings in April.

“Those incidents are all in
the past now. | believe Turkish-
English friendhip will come to
the fore in this game.” Besiktas
captain Mehmet Ozdilek told
Anatolia before their departure
for Leeds.

In early September, Besiktas
president Serdar Bilgili held
talks on security issues and
signed a protocol with Leeds
oflicials in a bad o prevent
ossible outbreak ol violence.

Lnder the said protocol. the
two clubs agreed to keep the
number of supporters at a cer-
tain muber and send each
other a list of the visiting fans
before the game.

Bayern's
defender
search

COLOGNE, Germany. Sept
25: Bayern Munich want to
strengthen their defence anudl
are prepared to pay big mones
to find a suitable man. reporis
AFP.

“We are still looking for a

‘___...‘1__;}.good defender.” Bayern club

manager Uli Hoeness told Mon-
day's magazine 'Kicker'. "We are
pre d to spend 20 to 30
million Marks (nine to 13 mil-
lion dollars). We have to do
something before the winter
break.”

The Bundesliga enters its
winter recess shortly before
Christmas.

Bayern reportedly are inter-
ested in the 22-year-old Croa-
tian Igor Biscan from Dynamo
Zagreb - who is thought to
carry a price ta% of around 20
million Marks - however Barce-
lona, Ajax Amsterdam and Fen-
erbahece Istanbul are also said
to want lum.

Italian Cup
results

ROME. Sept 25(AFP): Sec-
ond round. second leg results
in the ltalian Cup this weekend
Udinese 2 Placenza 1
(Udinese go through 3-2 on
aggregate)

Fiorentina 3 Salernitana |
(Fiorentina go through 8-1 on
aggregate)

AC Milan O Torino 1

(Milan go through 3-2 on ag-
gregate)

Juventus 1 Brescia 2

(Brescia go through 2-1 on
aggregate)

Atalanta 4 AS Roma 2
(Atalanta go through 5-3 on

.......__ Mggregate)
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“Parma 5 Venezia |

(Parma go through 6-2 on ag-

gregate)

Lazio 5 Sampdoria 2

(Lazio go through 6-3 on ag-
gregate)

Lecce | Inter Milan 3
(Inter go through 4-2 on ag-
gregate)

QUARTER-FINAL DRAW:

Lazio v Udinese
Parma v Inter

AC Milan v Atalanta
Fiorentina v Brescla
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S prepare  for the
A third round of

CHAMPIONS Group matches in
LEACUE

the Champions
League this week, the encoun-
ters are becoming increasingly
more Lmportant as the scramble
for the top two qualilying spots
in each group heats up, reports
AFP,

German glants Bayern Mu-
nich who lost the 1999 final
courtesy of two late goals that
dramatically sent the Cup (o
Manchester sit top of Group F,
but a loss at Parls St. Germain
on Tuesday could throw the
Group wide open.

Having already taken ten-
ancy at the top of the Bundes-
ng- in defence of their crown,
Bavern can expect a hostile
reception at what Wwill be a
packed Parc des Princes, a sta-
dium where PSG have yet to
drop a point this season.

Emrd-slgning Nicolas
Anelka who got his oft-gloved
hands on the Cup last season
with Real Madrid has settled in
well with his home-town club,
knocking in six goals already
including a poacher’'s effort in
his side's 2-1 win over Nantes

on Saturday which sent the
Parisians top of the French
table.

His side-kick Laurent Robert
has also been in red-hot form
whacking in goals from all an-
gles while last season's top
scorer Christlan of Brazil will
also be a threat to Oliver Kahn's
net.

If as expected Norwegian
champions Rnsent.}mﬁ overcome
Swedish minnows Helsingborg
at home in the other Group F
match and PSG topple Bayern,
three teams will rest on six
points with three games in this
phase to play.

Group H couldn't be tighter
with all four teams on three
points after Turkish outfit Be-
siktas stunned Spanish giants

Barcelonag -0 st week  while
Leeds stole a 1-0 win over AC
Milan thanks to a goalkeeping
hlunder in the last minute.
Bitter feelings will be revived
as the Istanbul-based club visit

I

Elland Road. just months alter
two English fans were stabbed
to death in the Turkish capital
on the eve of a UEFA Cup
match against Galatasaray,

Besiktas  assistant  coach
Riza Dogan fancles his side's
chances after watching Leeds in
action Saturday: "1 found Leeds
weaker than expected. They
have problems particularly in
defence,” were his remarks fol-
lowing a 1-1 Prewmlership clash
with Derby.

"We are much
them, but still we have to be
careful on Tuesday, because
this match will determine our
tate”.

FIXTURES (Groups E-H
(Matches kick off at 00:30 hrs
BST, Wednesday)):

GROUP E

At Turin
Juventus v
Coruna

At Hamburg
SV Hamburg v Panathinaikos
GROUP F

At Paris

Paris Saint Germain v Bayern
Munich

At Trondheim

Rosenborg v Helsingborg
GROUP G

At Kiev

Dynamo Kiev v Anderlecht

At Eindhoven
PSV Eindhoven v
United

GROUP H

At Leeds

Lecds v Besiktas
At Barcelona
Barcelona v AC Milan

Deportivo La

Manchester

betier than

Dogan should hope his
comments don't filter back to
David O'Leary's side whose
teamn will need no helping hand
in the motivation department
and whose lans can be as‘j:nas-
sionate as anything found in
Istanbul.

In the other crunch match,
Barca prepared for the visit of
AC Milan with a 3-1 league win
over Santander, while Milan
were on [talian Cup duty Sat-
urday defeating second-division
outfit Torino 3-2 on aggregate.

English champions Man-
chester United are already on
cruise control, strolling to their

"Tthemselves

BsEa < v 510

familiar position at the top ol
the league as well as leadin
what must be said Is a wea
Group G.

Sir Alex Ferguson will likely
be without French goalkeeper
Fabien Barthez and delender
Japp Stam for the trip to PSV
Eindhoven but such 1is his
side's strength and experience
that an away win makes for a
likely bet,

Belgian champions Ander-
lecht kick-started thelr cam-
paign last week with a 1-0 win
over the Dutch champlons ol
PSV, but face a tricky trip to the
Ukraine where they can expect
to find a Dynamo Kiev side
hungry for success.

Kiev held Manchester to a 0-
0 draw to pick up their first
points in their last match and
may find the Belgian's weaker
prey as they attempt to pull
| back nto the
10001
(]r!mp E leaders Juventus
and Deportivo La Coruna come
face to face In Turin after the
Spanish champions won their
first ever Champlons League
match last Tuesday thanks to a
90th minute winner to beat SV
Hamburg 2-1 and go joint top

Juventus  who  gifted the
ltalian title to Lazio on the last
day of the season. have vet to
begin  therr  league  canpden
this time around but showed
they are not vel into their stride
Saturday, eliminated from the
”cl“i”l (.‘Hl) h_\." I]t‘“'l}' I][‘(]”“jt{frl
Brescia.

Hamburg who finished third
in the Bundesliga last season,
are also off to a mediocre start

and seem to have a habit of
throwing away late leads
After leading Juventus in

their opening Group match only
go concede a late equaliser,
they were up to their old tricks

again Saturday in German
league action, tlamwin;i{ away
vital points as rivals VIL

Wolfsburg scored in the 90th

minute, with bothh matches
ending 4-4.
Hosting Greek outlit

Panathinaikos on Tuesday
should make for an intriguing
match with both teams desper-
ate for the three points to stay
in touch with the leaders

Yorke to

LONDON, Sept

*qt,* 25:  Manchester
T United striker

e Dwight Yorke will
c“f{:&?"s start against PSV

Eindhoven in

Tuesday's Group G Champions
League clash in Holland - de-
spite walking out on his side
before Saturday's 3-3 draw at
home (o Chelsea, reporis AFP.

Yorke fled Old Trafford when
he was told by coach Sir Alex
Ferguson that he had been
dropped for the Chelsea game
and drove home 90 minutes
before kick-off.

But the Trinadad and To-
bago forward has since apolo-

ised to Ferguson and was told
v the United boss that he will

play alongside Norwegian in-
ternA9D4 Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer in attack against the
Dutch champions.

Yorke and Solskjaer will re-

start against PSV

place Teddy Sheringham and
Andy Cole, while Ferguson also
plans a few more changes to his
team.

"We will freshen up as best
we can,” said Ferguson. "Wes
Brown will come in, Phil Neville

will come in, Nicky Butt will
come in, Dwight Yorke will
come in and Ole Gunnar

Solskjaer will come in,

"They are definites and ['ve
got to do that.”

Ferguson said United's tiring
trip to Dynamo Kiev last week

Has taken dts oll while he also
has one eye on this weekend's
niatch against Arsenal.

‘There are a lot of bumps
and bruises and tiredness and
there are a few concerns witl
the Arsenal game coming up
next Sunday.” he said. '

‘I'm going to have to freshen
things up in as many positions
as I can.”

Ferguson revealed that
Quinton Fortune will not be
able to play even though he has
returned from playing in the
Olympics with South Africa

Fortune has not been able to
obtain a visa and could not
travel with United when they
flew out of Manchester Airport
this morning.

"The one big blow we've got
is that Quinton Fortune can't
get a visa," he said.

'l can't believe that. He came
into the country on Friday
morning and you need five days
to get a visa.

"So he's out of the game and
it was my intention to play
him."

Fabien Barthez also misses
out with his pulled muscle in-
jury, while Jaap Stam will not
face his old club because of his
troublesome Achilles.

Premiership

(vazza inspired draw for Everton

LONDON, Sept
Leicester's
dreams of going
lop of the Pre-
- miership were
frustrated hy Everton who held
tiem to a4 1-1 draw on Sunday.
reports AFP.

The Midlands club needed a
win to stand at English foot-
ball's sumnmit for the first time
since 1963 and striker Ade Ak-
inbivi's 23rd minute goal set
them on their way.

But Everton hit back in the
second-half. Former England
star Paul Gascolgne, who had a

ol game throughout, wused
s skill to create a cross that
was finished off by a powerful
o2nd minute volley from David
Unsworth - the first goal from

25-

opent play Lelcester had con-
ceded this season.
Robble Savage, who had
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been involved in a couple of
clashes with Gascoigne, had a
hand in City's 23rd minute
goal.

His first-time flick found Neil
Lennon in space, and when the
low cross fizzed into the box,
AKkinbiyi was first to react and
turned the ball past Gerrard for
only his second goal of the sea-
SOIl.

Everton’'s response was a 20-
yvard Gascoigne free-kick that
dipped just over the bar after
29 minutes.

Everton had claims for a
renalty turmned down when Alex

yvarko jinked into the box and
went over the outstretched leg
of Gary Rowett before collapsing
theatrically. Referee Alan Wilkie
ignored loud appeals,

Sm'a%e was booked for a foul
from behind on Gascoigne, the
Everton man Inviting the chal-
lenges rather than releasing the
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ball.

The running battle between
Gascoigne and Savage contin-
ued with a flick of the arm from

the Everton man into the
Weélshman's face, and then after
11 minutes Steve Watson

hacked down Savage and was
booked.

Tim Flowers had to make a
fine save fromn a Jeffers low
drive a minute before the break.

After 51 minutes it was
Gascolgne's cross from the right
which was palmed out by Flow-
ers but only as far as Unsworth
who lashed home the equaliser.

Kevin Campbell almost spun
and shot in the six-vard box
and that was followed by a row
between team-mates Steve Wal-
son and Paul Gerrard which
forced referee Willie to intervene
before the Everton pair shook
hands.

Sport
| No one can afford to relax

Cathy crowned

From page 13
has really sank It yet,”
ieeanan b very prongd.”

Four years ago in Atlanta,
Freeman lifted the silver behind
Marie-Jose Perec, the French
runner who last week fled Syd-
ney even before the athletics
began, clalming that the media
hype surrounding her show-
down with the Australian was
too much to bear.

Tonight, wrapped In an
Australia and Aboriginal flags,
she ran a lap of honour to a
roar of approval, as the Olymple
champion.

Only 60 minutes later a
more relaxed Freeman marched
oul into the track for the medal
ceremony.

As she blew kisses to the

sadd

cheering crowd, Australia's
International  Olympic Com-
mittee vice-present Kevan

Gosper stood by ready to pres-
ent the gold.

As her name was called out
over the public address system,
she leapt onto the podium and
waved back at a public that
clearly adored her.

Sitting in the crowd, beam-
ing with pride, was Freeman's
mother Cecella, shedding tears
of joy.

As the national anthem was
plaved, tens of thousands in
the stadium broke Into song
and hundreds of flashlights
began popping.

As Freeman finally left the
stadium, throwing her winners
bouquet to her mother, the
crowd began chanting 'Cathy,
Cathy. Cathy.'

|

SYDNEY, Sept 25: Venus
Willlauns ousted her American
teammate Monica Seles in three
sets to move within one match
of adding an Olymplc gold
medal to the Wimbledon and
US Open titles she has won this
year, reports AFP,

Willlams, who won 6-1, 4-6,
6-3, will play Russia's Elena

Dementieva In  Wednesday's
final,
The tenth seed, who beat

Willlams In their only previous
meeting, shattered Australia's
hopes of at least a silver medal
by rallying from a set down to
beat Jelena Dokle 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.
Dokic and Seles will play for the
bronze iedal on Tuesday.

Woodies face
Canadian duo

SYDNEY. Sept 25: Austra-
lla's Mark Woodforde and Todd
Woodbridge, the world's top
doubles pair, will face Canada's
Danlel Nestor and Sebastien
Lareau in the %Ul(l medal match
here on Wednesday, reports
AFP.

The Woodies, bidding to bow
out in style in their last year
together by winning their sec-
ond Olvmplc gold, reached the
final with a 6-3. 7-6 (7/5) win
over Spain's Alex Corretja and
Albert Costa.

STANDINGS IN EUROPE

UNDATED, Sept 25(AFP):

Standings

in the major foothall

leagues of Europe after matches on Sunday(played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points).

PRIMERA LIGA

Celta Vigo 3
Deportivo La Coruna 3
Real Madrid 3
Valencia 3
Barcelona 3
Villarreal 3
Rayo Vallecano 3
Valladolid 3
Alaves 3
Malaga 3
Osasuna Pamplona 3
Espanyol 3
Athletic Bilbao 3
Numancia 3
Real Zaragoza 3
Real Sociedad 3
l.as Palmas 3
Real Oviedo 3
Santander 3
Real Mallorea 3
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FRENCH FIRST DIVISION

Paris Saint Germain 9

—

3 2 2 20 13 | 7
Bastia 9 5 | 3 14 10 16
Lille 9 4 2 3 12 8 14
Monaco 9 4 2 3 14 12 14
Troyes G 4 2 3 14 12 14
Metz 9 4 2 3 8 8 14
Lyon 9 3 4 2 10 8 13
Marseille 9 4 1 4 11 11 13
Guingamp 9 4 1 4 11 11 13
Bordeaux 9 3 3 3 12 10 12
Sedan 8 3 2 3 10 10 11
Nantes 9 3 2 4 13 17 11
Saint Etienne 9 2 4 3 16 18 10
Auxerre 9 3 | 0 9 11 10
Rennes 8 2 3 3 9 8 G
Strasbourg 9 3 0 6 i & [l s b 9
Toulouse 9 ] 3 D 8 13 6

BUNDESLIGA
Bayern Munich 6 9 0 Vaalb 6 15
Schalke 04 6 4 =% D 15 J 14
Borussia Dortmund 6 4 0 2. a1t 11 12
1860 Munich 6 3 2 11 8 11
Eintracht Frankfurt 6 3 1 2 10 7 10
Bayer Leverkusen 6 3 I o8 8 10
SC Freiburg 6 2 3 1 10 5 9
Hertha Berlin 6 3 0 g 14 11 9
SV Hamburg 6 2 2 e 14 14 8
Vil Wolfsburg 6 ) ] -, Sl U’ 12 7
VID Stuttgart 6 2 1 Diaa i 10 7
Kaiserslautern 6 z 1 3 4 7 7
Hansa Rostock 6 2 l 5 3 10 7
Vil Bochum 6 2 I 3 4 13 7
Werder Bremen 6 ] 2 3 8 9 o
FC Cologne 6 | 2 g 8 9 5
Unterhaching 6 | 2 3 T 10 >
Energie Cottbus 6 1 0 - - 16 3
ENGLISH PREMIERSHIP

Manchester United 7 4 3 0 20 7 15
Leicester 7 3 0 7 2 15
Arsenal 7 3 3 ] 13 Q 12
Liverpool 7 3 3 I | 2 10 12
C hiartren 7 4 2 2 1.2 1] 11
Tottenh.m 7 3 2 2 8 7T 11
Neweast | 1 3 | 3 7 7 10
Southampton 7 2 3 2 10 9 9
Aston Villa 6 2 3 ] 7 6 9
Leeds (5 2 > 2 r § 6 8
Everton 7 2 2 3 11 |12 8
[pswich 7 2 2 3 8 10 8
Manchester City 7 2 2 3 10 13 8
Sunderland 7 2 2 3 7 11 5
Middlesbrough 7 | 1 2 11 I1 7
Chelsea 7 l 4 2 10 12 7
Coventry 7 2 | 4 6 12 7
West Ham 7 ] 3 3 9 10 b
Derby 7 0 O 2 13 15 0
Bradford T ] 2 4 3 11 5
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son) (15) 1:30 Midday Movie: My
Coussin Vinny (*Joe Pesci, Rdtph
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After her win., Williams sald
that winning the gold medal
would mean at least as much, If
not more, than her grand slam
titles,

‘This Is a once In a lifetime
kind of thing, Its probably big-
ger than a gmncl slam.” she
sald. ;

That was not a feeling she
had coming Into the Games
with but she sald seeing how
the experlence of playing in the
Olympics had fired up her op-
ponents had changed Lm mind.

'Its  something that has

rown on me with each match,
ight now it seems like the ul-
timate thing to have a gold.”

Willlams could well go home
with two golds. After beating
Seles, she teamed up with sis-

ter Serena to advance to the
semifinals in the doubles.
eliminatin France's Julie

Halard and Amelie Mauresmo.
Williams, who had never lost
to Seles In four previous meet-
ings. came oult firtng on all eyl-
inders, blasting down serves at
up 1o 110 miles an hour (180

kmh) as she raced throngh the
first set i just 19 minutes,
But she stuttered badly
the second with a string
double faults helping Seles to
take four games on the trot to

i1}

-
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@he Baily Star 15

Venus one match away

clatm the set from 2.4 down
Normial service was resined
in the third however, withh Wil-

liams &sll“”ll% up a gear to pull
through, helped In part by
reading little cards at each

changeover.

“They're my reminders,” Wil-
liams said. "It keeps my mind
on the match, not wandering
around.”

Written on one of the cards,
she revealed, was the message,
You're the best.”

Few pc-nrlc in the women's
game would need reminding of
that. Willlams has not been
beaten since the quarterfinals
of the French Open back iIn
June and her winning streak
now stands at 31 matches,

Wednesday's final will not
necessarily be a stroll for Wil-
llams however.

Dementleva Is also playing
the best tennis of her life. The
| 8-year-old was a semifinalist
at the US Open earlier this
month and has the edge of
having beaten Williams in their
only previous encounter, a
tightly fought Federation Cup
match which the Russian edged
in a third set tiebreak.

‘Il be tough but | have
nothing to lose,” she said,
clearly delighted to have al-
ready secured a silver
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UNBEATABLE? Venus

Williams of the USA i1s about to serve

during her Olympic women's tennis semifinal against compa-
triot Monica Seles yesterday. Venus won her 31st match in a

row by ousting Seles 6-1, 4-6, 6-3.

—AFP photo

Haunted Hunter

From page 13
the wake of the revelations.

"The general perception is
that the IAAF and the US is
covering up and has a special
rule for American athletes,’
Koss told reporters

But US Track and Field chiet
executive Craig Masback de-
nied athletes were protected
and said every drugs case was
investigated until its “logijcal
and appropriate conclusion.’

"It is a matter of fact and a
matter of record that USA Track
and Field tested out of compe-
tition before any other sport in
any other country,” he said

"We've exonerated some
athletes and we have convicted
some athletes. USA Track and

Field have nothing to either
hide or be ashamed of." Mas-
back said.

He admitted there were a
‘minor number® of further US
dope cases involving non-
Olympic athletes being proc-
essed.

"It is a minor number and let
me be clear, the vast majority of
positive tests that we have, and
we don't have a lot of positive
tests, are for cold medicines.”
lie said.

Hunter's positive test has led
to calls for Jones not to be
judged “"guilty by association”
with her husband

“1 think this is an individual
maltter.” [0OC director general
Francois Carrard said.

"Marion Jones of course like

all medalists has been tested
and if she doesn't test positive
we shiould not infer anything
irom one individual upon an-

other,” he said

US officials acknowledged
the furore could jeopardise
Jones' attempt to win an un-

precedented five gold medals.
"The challenge that Marion
Jones is facing, a very real ath-
letic challenge, has only been
made more challenging by all

the developments here thus
far,” Masback said
Headl ach John Chaplin

said the scandal conld distract
the sprinting star.

[t is always distractive when
someone who has been associ-
ated with your program, or in
United States track and field,
when such allegations occur.”
he said

‘I'd like to know what the
hell we're supposed to do?” he
said. "l can't take every rumour
that I hear and go into the office
and say 'Hey, somebody over
here at the Hoboken news said
vou did it son. Did yvou do it?™

The Hunter dope test reve-
lation follows reports last week
that US Track and Field had
covered up details of more than
20 drugs tests on its athletes.

According to a senior [AAF
source, US Track and Field
failed to report as many as 17
positive tests in 1999 and a
further nine positives on Ameri-
can athletes already this year.
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tion: First Blood (*Sylvester SStal-
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