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(L) A partial view of Sadipur Bridge on Dhaka-Sylhet highway. Just before commissioning of the bridge some faults have been detected,
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much to the chagrin of local people. (R) A truck crosses the dilapidated pontoon bridge. This narrow bridge is also a source of traffic jam on

the highway.

--Star photo

SYLHET, Sept 25: Despite
Prime Minister's directives, the
recently completed Sadipur
Bridge on the Dhaka-Sylhet
highway Is yet to be repalred.

The bridge could not be opened
yet for vehicular traffic, causing
suflerings to passengers. How-
ever, a very few number of lighter
vehicles are allowed Lo cross the
bridge and the old pontoon bridge
is being used for all other modes
of transports.

Condition of the narrow and
old pontoon bridge Is also not
satisfactory. One way traffic is
being followed In the pontoon
bridge, causing traffic fam on the
highway. Some times, sufferings
of passengers go extreme when
some vehicles go out of order on
the bridge.

Although the authorities
announced that the bridge would
be opened within few months, it
now seems that there is no possi-

4 'New' bridge awaits repair

From Igbal Siddiquee

bility of commissioning the bridge
within the 2¢ial sources said.
Qualter Hall, the supplier of some
Important components of the
bridge, has already informed that
it Is not possible (o replace some
faulty components before the
winter. So, it would not be possi-
ble to make the bridge ready
before February-March 2001, the
source sald.

The bridge constructed at a cost
of Taka 17 crore could not be
opened for vehicular traffic fol-
lowing the detection of some
serious faults caused by faulty
design and low quality steel used
in the construction.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was scheduled to Inaugurate
lormally the bridge on June 3.
She reached the bridge site and
addressed a big gathering near
the bridge, but refused to for-
mally open the same as she was
informed of the faulty design just

JAMALPUR, Sept 25: Hamida
Banu, 40, is now back home at
village Pathalla, close to
Jamalpur town, taking all her
. family members with smiles on
their faces bidding bye to the
. slum life she lived for long eight
| _years.

Her home-coming has become
possible for Ghare Fera (Return to
Home), an ambitious credit
programme of the government, Lo
help slum people return villages.

"I am really happy with my
seven-member family in my tiny
house on the bank of the mighty
Brahmaputra river,” said Hamida
looking back to the horrendous
life in Dhaka's Khilgaon slum,

Driven by poverty, Hamida had
to leave her village home with her
crippled husband, Abdul Gafur,
and kids in search for a better life
but landed at the slum.

Hamida along with her 22-
yeare-old son Rubel relentlessly
fought poverty, but failed to tame
it. Her son did not yield to the
threat to his life from terrorists for
denial to be involved In illegal
trade with them.
Defeated in the

light Hamida

Massive soClo-economic

heard about the government's
Ghare Fera programme lor reha-
bilitation of the rootless slum
people and decided to try her luck
again. She approached the Ban-
gladesh Krishi Bank, the imple-
menting agency of the
programme, lor Taka 20,000 and
gol the money

Hamida bought two rickshaws,
three goats and invested Taka
7.000 in her cloth trade. She Is
now earning on an average Taka
6,000 a month and repaying the
credit. She has already repaid
Taka 7,000 of the credit.

‘Now | am living a better lile
here. I won't leave my house for a
slum again,” she said.

Hundreds of other slum dwell-
ers who got the credit from BKB
like Hamida are benefliting from
the programme and living better
life. Anjura Begum of Dhakhin
Koidula village of Jamalpur dis-
trict, who also returned to her
village, narrated similar story.

Since the programme was
launched, over 11,000 slum
people were rehabilitated till
June last under the credit
programnie. BKB ollicials said

Farewell to slums

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had launched to programme in
May last vear to improve the
quality of life and ease the over-
crowding in the capital and other
cities and towns.

The BKB so far has disbursed
Taka 3,11,25,000 as loan at 10
per cent interest among 10,450
slum familles. The recipients of
the credit are reaping benefits
and improving the quality of life
through investment, the officlals
said.

Under the programme, the
BKB provides credit to those slum
dwellers who have at least a piece
of land at thelr villages. A high-
profile team headed by the man-
aging director of the bank is over-
seeing the implementation of the
programme.

According to sources, nearly
18,00,000 people live in shantles
in Dhaka alone and it is nearly 20
per cent ol the total population in
the capital.

The growth of slum people
during 1981-1990 period was
45.52 per cenl, the highest in the
last 29 years. --BSS Feature

Sugar

BANDARBAN, Sept 25: Sugar
Is selling at Tk 36 in the town and
Tk 48-50 In remole villages of the
district despite adequate allot-
ment was given to the dealers,
reports UNB.

Ten dealers appointed in the
district by the state owned Ban-
gladesh Sugar & Food Corpora-
tion were allotted 165 metric tons
of sugar during the last three
months.

Each of the dealers was allot-
ted 6 metric tons in June, 4 tons
in July and 6 tons in August. But
none of the allotted sugar was
brought to Bandarban, officials
said.

Traders said the entire quan-
Lity was sold at Chittagong result-
ing in scarcity of sugar in the
district. Thus, the dealers made
windfall profit of Tk 10 lakh out of
the allotment.

Demanding cancellation of
dealership and fine to the dealers
for flouting the government deci-
slon, traders in the town said
sugar would have been available
at Tk 31-32 kg to the consumers
if the sugar was brought and sold
in the district. The dealers got the
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sugar al the rate of Tk 28 kg from
the Corporation.

Admitting the situation the
dealers said carrying sugar from
Chittagong to Bandarban and
selling here at the government
rate Is unprofitable. They sold the
allotted sugar to condensed milk,
sweetmeat and soft drink manu-
facturers in Chitlagong.

Dealers were not Inclined to
draw the sugar from the
Chittagong godowns for short
welgh, transport cost and many
harassment and hassles in the
process. They preferred to sell the

allotment and take away the
profit.

The Sugar & Food Corporation
under its memo 3/99-2000
appointed ten sugar dealers for
Bandarban district. They are M/s
Hillside Enterprise, M/s Janata
Trading Corporation, M/s Nurul
Alam Sawdagar, M/s MM
Traders, M/s Makhing Traders,
M/s Bandarban Agency, M/s RP
Traders, M/s Matamuhuru
Contraction, M/s Madhuri
Enterprise and M/s Shafiqul
Islam.

uplift programme

BANDARBAN, Sept 25: A non-
governmental organisation has
undertaken a massive
programme for socio-economic
“uplift of the farmers of the dis-
trict, reports UNB.

The officials of the organisation
‘Mother’ said they have been
imparting training to the farmers
on modern farming system, sup-
plying high yielding variety seeds
and extending financial assis-
tance to make them self-reliant.

They saild some 20 farmers
have achieved self-sulliciency
through farming bean, lady's
finger and summer tomato at
Suralok and Prantik Lake in
Sadar upazila this season under
the guidance of the NGO.

They said steps have been
taken to supervise and monitor
the field level activities of the
farmers.

Under its special programme,
500 families have been given
financial assistance in addition to
providing seeds, polythene bags

and tunnels for cultivating vegeta-
ble at their courtyards.

They also set up 10-
demonstration plots for cultivating
high yielding potato, five plots for
summer tomato, 10 plots each for
‘barbati’ and lalshak’ and 20 plots
for sweet polato across the district.

Besides, some 20 nursery have
been set up in Lama upazila for
supplying seeds and saplings to
the growers. The NGO has so far
imparted training to 200 farmers
to boost production.

Body recovered

MADARIPUR, Sept 25:
Madaripur Sadar Police recovered
a body with several injuries
recently from Pour Bazar area in
Sadar upazila, reports BSS.

Police said, the body was identi-
fled as Shahidul, 25, son of
Badhsa Mia of village Chotto Bon
Gram in Kalkini upazila. The body
was sent to the Madaripur Sadar
Hospital Morgue for autopsy.

People cross a stream through a traditional makeshift bridge at a village in Mymensingh district. A
concrete bridge is under construction at the site. But only few pillars have been erected over the last
two years. Locals urge the authorities concerned to complete the construction of the bridge over the
Olukali River on Dubaura-Purakandulia road in Dubaura upazila.

-- Star photo

Luxury buses carrying
smuggled goods

CHAPAINAWABGAN.J, Sept 25:
The luxury buses, in Dhaka-
Chapainawabgan| route, are the
safe carriers of smuggled Indian
goods Including arms, gold and
narcotics across the country,
reports UNB.

Commuters alleged that the
transport workers disregarding
their objections pick up smug-
glers along with the smuggled
goods halting the buses indis-
criminately.

An Investigation report
revealed that the owner, driver,
helper and ticket sellers are
involved in the smuggling and
using their own vehicles labeling
a signboard of luxury coaches on

the vehicles.

It was also alleged that the
smugglers carry gold keeping it
under the seats and other secret
places. The drivers and helpers of
the buses are pald highly for
carrying the contraband items.

A ticket master on condition of

anonymity told the news agency
that though the number of pas-
sengers is very few on the Dhaka-
Chapainawabganj route, the
number of luxury coaches
Increased substantially recently.

A bus helper said the smuggled
goods are usually picked up from
Godagari to Rajbari areas and the
carriers of these goods are mostly
WOIMEn.

Eleven unnatural deaths

MUNSHIGANJ, Sept 25:
Eleven unnatural deaths were
reported in the district in the last
three days, reports UNB.

Police said six people were
killed and 15 others injured when
a passenger bus collided head-on
with a truck at Bhitikandi area of
Gozaria on Chittagong highway
on Wednesday.

Five of the deceased were iden-
tified as Aziz, 55, Halima, 18,
Dalia, 18, Babu 3, and
Khairunnesa, 25.

On the same day, Sada Miah,
70, died on the spot when he was
run over by a speeding motorcy-
cle at Tatola bus stand in
Sirajdikhan upazila.

On Thursday, two twin broth-
ers Hassan, 35, and Hossain 35,
sons of Saizuddin Bhander were

electrocuted at Baherghata vil-
lage in the same upazila.

Family sources Hossain was
electrocuted while he was hang-
ing his wet clothe on a live electric
wire and Hassan met the same
fate when he tried to rescue his
brother.

Ershad, 40, and Shimul, 10,
drowned in the river Meghna in
Gozaria wupazila when their
engine boat was dashed by a
barge and capsized on Friday.

Separate cases were filed with
the police.

Another report from
Kishoreganj says: A youth alleg-
edly committed suicide by taking
poison at Rajendrapur village in
Tarall upazila recently.

Family sources said the victim

Abu Taher, 20, son of Asiruddin,
has been suffering from abdomi-
nal pain for a long time.

On the fateful day failing to
bear the acute pain he allegedly
killed himself, they added. A UD
case was filed with the police.

Another report from Laxmipur
adds: Renu Begum, 34, of
Kamarhat village in Ramganj
upazila allegedly killed herself by
hanging from a tree on Friday
when her husband Abdul
Hashem rebuked her on her
refusal to go to the nearby literacy
centre set up for the aged people.

In another incident a youth
identified as Jewel, 18, of
Dumuria village In the same
upazila allegedly hanged himself
following a family feud.

Voters rise in
Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 25: In the
new voler list, number of voters
in the district increased.

In the 1995 list the number of
voters was 13 lakh 80 thousand
and 667. Now the number stands
at 19 lakh 21 thousand and 301.
Atotal of 5lakh 21 thousand and
634 new voters were included in
the list.

The Upazila-wise break-up of
the voters in 1995 was: Kazipur
1,57,968, Sadar 2,53,358,
Raiganj 1,38,328, Tarash
85,835, Shahajadpur 2,45,232,
Ullapara 2,28,637, Kamerkhand
62,182, Chowhali 72,915 and
Belkuchi 1,36,112.

The figure iIn current year
increased to 21,802 in Kazipur,
3,96,998 in Sadar, 1,68,084 in
Ralganj, 1,10,140 in Tarash,
3,30,325 iIn Shahajadpur,
21,93,954 in Ullapara, 77,812 In

Kamerkhand, 1,13.270 in
Chowhall and 1,93.636 in
Belkuchi.

Over 30 per cent new voters
were enlisted to exercise their
[ranchise in the coming election.
Official sources sald some irreg-
ularities were addressed.

However, opposition 4-party
alliance leaders alleged Irregu-
larities were not addressed prop-
erly.

Forest resources
dwindling in
Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Sept 25: Forest
resources are dwindling fast as
smuggling of valuable timbers
from various forests of the dis-
trict is on the rise, reports UNB.

There have been reports that
smugglers in connivance with a
section of dishonest forest offi-
cials and employees are smug-
gling timber from the district.

As per the forest law, forest
resources cannot be taken out of
any forests after the sunset. But
the dishonest forest officials
have made the law a farce.

Witnesses said a huge quan-
tity of timber is being smuggled
out in trucks at night through
Rangamati-Chittagong, Kaptai-
Chittagong roads.

On information, law-enforces
seized a number of trucks in
different parts of the region
recently, but locals said that is
not enough to put a lid on smug-
gling of the country's forest
resources.

Death anniversary

From Our Correspondent
MOULVIBAZAR, Sept 25: A
meeting to mark the 4th death
anniversary of actor Salman
Shah was held here recently.
Organised by 'Salman Shah
Memorial Council’, the memorial
meeting was presided over by
Begum Nilufar Zaman Nila
Chowdhury, mother of the late
actor and Jatiya Party leader. It
was addressed, among others,
by president of Moulvibazar
district Awaml League Syed
Mohsin All, former MP and BNP
leader Begum Khaleda Robbani
and Principal Quaresh Khan.

the undersigned.
Address: Mirpur, Dhaka
WASA-P1-299/2000
DFP-22832-20/9

G-1673

Dhaka WASA

Tender Notice
(P o167 (MY Fe 108 Lo Y T T

Tenders are invited from Class I, 1l and Il Mechanical and
Electrical contractors enlisted with Dhaka WASA for supply
of goods for the work of reconditioning of 8" dia 50 pieces
column pipes including the repair of 5 picces of 2 cusec KSB
and 2 pieces of 2 cusec Jonstone Turbine Pump. The amount
of allocation for the work is Taka 2,43,924/=. Tenders will be
received on 16/10/2000 till 12-00 noon and will be opened
the same day at 2-00 pm before tenderers or their
representatives (if anyone remains present).,

Schedule of tender will be available in the office of the Chief
Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA., WASA Bhaban, 98, Kazi
Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka and all MODS Zone offices of
Dhaka WASA. Other details will be available in the office of

Khagendra Nath Roy
Executive Engineer
Workshop Division

Dhaka WASA

Addendum on queries raised by different intending bidders on Bhola

20 MW Power Plant Project

he following amendment is made:
S Section

NO  No.VolNo./Page

No. of Tender
Document
Clause-8.3,
invitation of

Tender, Vol-1 of | the

bid

least

(forty
days

Queries of
the Bidders

Bidders,
present
Pre-bid
3. Meeting,

requested for
extension of

submission
date by at

five)

BPDB's Amendment

The date of submission of
in | Technical and Financial
Proposals for Bhola 20
MW Power Plant Project
has been re-fixed on 02-
11-2000 up to 11.00 AM
(BDT) Iinstead of 02-10-
2000, Other terms and
conditions shall however

45 | remain the same.

Biddut/Jana-563(4)/99-2000
GD-886

Secretary

Bangladesh Power Development Board

Dhaka, Bangladesh

other terms and

All

GD-888

Biman
BANGLADESH AIRLINES

HEAD OFFICE BALAKA. KURMITOLA DHAKA. 1229 BANGLADESH CABLE' AIRBANGLA
PABX: 897400-10 LINES, B97410-10 Luues Fax BB0-2-893005. TELEX; 642649 DAsG BJ

RFP Notice No: DACPM/48/2000

Extension of Submission Date of
RFP Notice No. DACPM/48/2000

Refer our RFP Notice No. DACPM/48/2000
09 July 2000 in local dailies for Operating Lease/lease
Purchase/Lease with Option to
300/B777-200ER Aircraft. All participants are requested to
please note the following amendments:

“In response to the request from the prospective bidders,
the Management has extended the last date of submission of
the offer upto 24 October 2000 instead of 10 October 2000
by 1200 hours BST (0600 UTC),”
conditions of
Notice/Schedule will remain unchanged.

E-Mail:-d

published on

Purchase of four A340-

the RFP

Kazi Ekramul Haque
General Manager Planning
Phone-8802 8920236
Fax-8802 891 7475
pbiman(@bdonline.com

on her arrival at the000, offi
bridge site. Accordingly, she
asked the Roads & Highways
Department officials for taking
immediate measures Lo repair the
faults.

Locals at that time demanded
punitive measures against the
R&H officlals who were ‘held
responsible’ for [aulty construc-
tion of the bridge.

Just three or four days ahead
of the Prime Minister's
programme, some Imporiant
components of the bridge sup-
plied by Qualter Hall, a British
company, bent down and sub-
slded, causing apprehension.
Some other minor faults were
also detected at the same time.

After detection of the faults, a
four-men team of experts from
the BUET visited the newly con-
structed bridge and later it sub-
mitted a report to the R&H. It
clearly termed the design as
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faulty and sald that low quality
steel had been used in the bridge,

It was suggested in the report
that Instead of replacing the part
of the trass, an Important compo-
nent in bullding bridge, the whole
120-metre trass should be
replaced.

Later, a four-member team of
the company from the UK also
made a spol visit In July. The
team also- assured of replacing
the trass by August, 2000.
Accordingly, It was expected that,
the bridge would be for
vehicular traffic by September.
But, after the British com
left Bangladesh that tme, it
showed less interest in replacing
the steel trass.

However, the company said

replacing should be done in the
ensuing winter season. So, the
officials of the R&H officials can

only hope (o open the bridge for
vehicular tra.ljf::: B

March, 2001.

in February-

Two siblings arrested

BARGUNA. Sept 25: Police arrested two siblings for looting
meal of sacrificed animals recefved from Saudi Arabla while
being distributed at Amtoli in Sadar upazila on Friday, reports

UNB.

They arrested were Bashir, 20, Kabir, 22. They snatched one
gunny-bag of meat while local Relief and Rehabilitation Depart -

ment was distributing the same.

Body of youth recovered

MUNSHIGANJ, Sept 25: Police recently recovered a body of
an unidentified young man from a canal near Harpara Bridge
on Dhaka-Mawa highway, reports BSS.

According to police sources the assailants killed the young
man by strangulation elsewhere before dumping the body into
the canal. The body was sent to Narayangnaj Hospital morgue
forautopsy. A case was filed with Sreenagar police station.

Alleged terrorist held

BARISAL, Sept 25: An alleged terrorist of the town was
arrested from BM School on Wednesday, reports UNB.

Being Tipped-off by locals, police raided the school and
caught Biplob at about 1pm. He was wanted by police in a
number of cases, including that of extortion and terrorism.
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Discussion on Rabidasji Maharaj

A bl-annual discussion on Guru Rabidasji Maharaj, the
religions Jeader of Rabidas community, was held recently at
Jorkaran in Comilla district on the occasion of Madhupurnima
recently, says a press release.

The congregation organised by Comilla Guru Rabidas
(Dham) Mission was presided over by Khir Mohan Rabidas
Mahanta and attended, among others, by Local UP chairman
Hashmat Ullah and Master Kanailal Rabidas Mohanta, Direc-
tor General of Bangladesh Guru Rabidas (Dham) Mission.
Guru Rabldasji Maharaj was a propagator of equality of all men
and women in a society ridden by caste system. On the occa-
sion of a Madhupurnima, he first declared his mission for
emancipation of the lower castes from the oppression of the
upper castes in Hindu society.
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Master Kanailal Rabidas Mohanta, Director General of
Bangladesh Guru Rabidas (Dham) Mission, addressing a
discussion on Guru Rabidasji Maharaj, the religions leader
of Rabidas community, recently at Jorkaran in Comilla on
the occasion of Madhupurnima .

Mujibur Rahman Khan, general manager of Bangladesh
Krishi Bank (BKB), Sylhet division, addressing the confer-
ence of managers and field officers of BKB's Sunamganj
region at Sunamganj recently. Haran Banarjee, regional
manager of Sunamganj, MG Mohiuddin Ahmed, deputy
general manager, and Khurshed Ali, divisional audit officer

| (in-charge) are also seen in the picture.

PADMA OIL COMPANY LIMITED

(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation)

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

INVITATION OF FRANCHISE OFFER FOR
BLENDING/MARKETING OF LUBRICATING OILS

Due to some unavoidable circumstances, the above Press
Tender for INVITATION OF FRANCHISE OFFER FOR
BLENDING/MARKETING OF LUBRICATING OILS
(Published in The Bangladesh Observer and The Finnnc]al
Express on 15.09.2000 and The Daily Star and The Daily
Ittefaq on 16.09.2000) against which offers were scheduled
to be submitted by 1700 hours of 2™ October, 2000 would
now be allowed to submit by 1700 hours of 18"™ October,

2000.
Other terms
unchanged.
GD-887

and conditions of the tender remains




