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Don't Give in to
| Hardliners

| NLY yesterday we ran an editorial expressing

relief over the opposition's emerging resolve to
distance themselves from hartal by way of saving
energy to go in for 'mass contact' befitting an election

year scenario. Apart from sound tactical reasoning

the of the opposition we thought it would
enhance the latter's standing with the people for hav-
ing correctly read of the popular pulse. As a paper we
have been consistent in our longings that the opposi-
tion would sooner or later see the reason to shun the
path of offloading its wrath against the government
on the people of the country in a grossly misplaced
fashion. Whenever we glimpsed a possibility of this
happening we seized it with both hands as if it were
our own opportunity to get it translated into reality.

But no sooner had we greeted the auspicious sign of
an announcement of an alternative programme to
hartal than the Central Liaison Committee (CLC) in a
meeting with the leader of the opposition Begum Zia
on Sunday churned out a call for dawn-to-dusk hartal
on October 2. Obviously, the CLC, dominated as it is
by hardliners saw to it that the pendulum swung in
the direction of hartal-seekers. Furthermore, those on
the liaison committee who are not MPs could predict-
ably have had little sympathy for softer, sober
options.

There is one very crucial factor that BNP, as the
sheet-anchor of the opposition alliance, cannot afford
to ignore in terms of its equations with other partners
in the combine. The Jatiya Party and Jamaat have no
mass-base but the BNP certainly has one, so that the
former would only try to reap the most out of their
alignment with their larger partner BNP. In the pro-
cess, they could soft-pedal their own dubious and
high-voltage brain-waves to the BNP in a bid to
ensure that the latter pulled its weight behind their
implementation. And if anything goes wrong it is the
BNP who will have to pay the premium or the penalty.

While warning the BNP of such consequences we
urge them not to succumb to the pressures of hardlin-
ers in the BNP, Jatiya Party and Jamaat who don't
have the mindset to see the merit of constructive
options in politics. Hartal is untenable from the stand-
points of common sense, economic sense, politics in
an election year, and above all, patriotism. In the
name of harassing the government, it actually
harasses the people. When would the opposition see
this self-evident truth?

Moment of Truth
for LDCs

UTY and quota free access of 919 products from
48 least developed countries (LDCs), including
Bangladesh, to the EU markets, upon withdrawal of
generalised system of preference (GSP) in 2005, would
touch off an era of fierce competition. With the prefer-
ential arrangement withdrawn, the LDCs would only
have their competitive strength to lean on. The Euro-
pean Commission's proposal to this effect now awaits
the approval of the EU Council of Ministers to become
law.

The proposition does promise tremenous boost to
Bangladesh's export to the 15 EU countries; however,
the crucial question is, are we up to the challenge?
What have we done so far to ready ourselves for the
intense competition in post-GSP era? Nearly nothing.

The country's export growth has been directly linked
with the growth of the RMG sectar. With the expiry of
the multi-fibre arrangement (MFA) in 2005, our RMG
sector would be exposed to intense competition.
[ssues such as availability of raw materials, quick
delivery of goods and cheaper prices would then
acquire critical importance, almost of the make-or-
break type. Unfortunately, although we have had
advance knowledge of these prospects for years now
we are yet to come up with a confident-looking post-
MFA strategy. At the official level, there have been tall
talks of establishment of backward linkage industries:
however, that's about all the government has appar-
ently done so far. Of course, we don't expect the gov-
ernment to fund establishment of such industries.
What it is expected to do is to facilitate private sector
participation, a role the government has largely failed
to play. On the contrary, inexplicable policy rigidity
and unwarranted formality hassles have discouraged
investment, local and foreign alike.

When made into a law, the EC's example is likely to
be followed by developed countries in allowing duty
and quota free access to goods from the least devel-
oped countries. The future, therefore, looks bright for
developing countries provided they use the interim
period for an optimal level of value addition to their
industrial processes. The few backward linkage
industries that have grown in Bangladesh are just a
speck of what we require in the RMG sector. We have
lost some valuable time, but still we can turn things
around with some aggressive negotiations to set up
the string of backward linkage units we need to revi-
talise the RMG sector with.

Tackling Late Floods

S five northern districts face the onrush of

floodwater, due to continual rise in the water lev-
els of major rivers, Bangladesh once again faces
another disaster management year. Thousands are
struggling in submerged areas of Rajshabhi,
Chapainawabganj, Kushtia, Chuadanga and
Meherpur to keep afloat.

That the army has been called out in aid of civil
authorities to take care of the affected people means
that the situation is serious. The tasks at hand are to
bring the marooned people to flood shelters and pro-
vide them with food, medicine and safe drinking water.
Flooding and recession of water go hand in hand: and
it is the latter which is fraught with dangers of dis-
eases breaking out. So, steady supply of vaccines and
ORS sachets need to be maintained to avert casual-
ties. Moreover, by way of damage-control the flood
protection embankments need to be kept in order and
their breaches repaired at the shortest notice. In fact.
we would advise the local authorities to mount round-
the-clock vigil on the protection embankment so that
the cracks are quickly mended to avert further inun-
dation of land.

Our conventional flood preparedness strategy is
falling out of steps with the changing climatic pat-
terns. Let’s fine-tune it to meet the exigency before the

l that seemingly dictated such a change of course on

latter overtook us by miles.
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PM's Phone-in Programme : Points to Ponder

ECHNOLOGICAL advance-

ment in the realm of elec-

tronlc media has revolu-
tionised its effectivity and advan-
tage. One such advantage Is the
successiul introduction of phone-
in programmes In which the
viewers and listeners can directly
put questions to the persons
concerned and elicit his or her
opinions and views and enter into
a dialogue. Such phone-in
programmes have become popu-
lar in different countries enabling
a two-way traffic, instead of a
monologue where listeners and
viewers are just dished out what
the controlled media only Intend
lo say or show. Bangladesh Betar
did quite an Innovative job in
arranging for the Primme Minister
the first-ever phone-in pro-
gramme which was also simulta-
neously telecast live by the Ban-
gladesh Television (BTV ) and the
Ekushey Television (ETV) on
September 20.With this
programme Bangladesh can be
sald to have entered the age of
phone-In programmes in elec-
tronic media. Earller on two
occasions the Prime Minister had
appeared belore select gatherings
In BTV and answered questions
put to her by audience as well as
the querles received over tele-
phones and fax from viewers in
different parts of the country.
Bangladesh Betar might have
been prompted to go for the
programme after a similar one by
CNN recently while the PM was In
New York in connection with her
participation in the UN Millen-
nium Summit. In CNN she
wanted to say something In
Bangla for the convenience of her
countrymen, but could not
reportedly do so. This probably
has made her Interested to go for
the Betar programme so as to be
able to have a dialogue, some sort
of a question-answer session with
her listeners and viewers .

But as were with
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If phone-in programmes are intended
is objective and taken di

L}

for a dialogue of the Chief Executive with the common people and if it
passionately then it is obviously a very good instrument of accountabililty and

transparency. In this age of information technology when the people even in the remotest villages are
exposed to media, there is no scope for befooling them by any subtle tactics.

appearances so also with the
Betar programme, allegations
have been made by quite a large
number of interested persons
that they could not have access to
the PM though they desperately
tried to do so. Different dailies
Including the Prothom Alo pub-
lished their complaints, who
naturally thought that the entire
show might havce been stage
managed. It appeared that the PM
was nol intentionally embar-
rassed with critical and burning
questions and only those querles
were mosty entertained which
were mild in nature and were put
by party supporters, The daily
Prothom Alo in an editorial on
September 22 claimed that the
programme might have been
intended as part of the election
campaign of the Awami League
and for Its propaganda blatantly
using the government controlled
electroniec media which are run
with the taxpayers’ money,
because the PM dwelt at length on
the success of her party rather
than on her government. Ques-
tions put to the PM were also
more eulogistic In nature than
designed for seeking accountabill-
ity of her government. Many of
the Issues like continued violence
and terrorism and breakdown of
law and order as well as frequent
power failure, rampant corrup-
tion, Ineffectivity of parliament,
the repeal of the Inhuman and
highly communal Vested Property
Act, women's representation in
Parliament, repression on
women, schedule of the next
general election, clash with judi-
clary, politicisation of adminis-
tration and election commission,
relations with Pakistan, trial of
1971 war criminals, loan default,

HE World Bank-IMF
(International Monetary
Fund) hold their annual
meeting in Prague (Czech
Republic) this week. It is symbolic
that this meeting takes place in a
former communist country which

has claimed to have the
liberalised linancial markets in

the country. Nowhere has the
post-communist world embraced
the globalisation in economy as
eagerly as the Czech Republic. It
Is' reported that Macdonald's
outlets adorn almost every main
streets in Prague, loudly
proclaiming that the country is
marching with the time.

The meeling is being attended
by the Finance Ministers of the
member countries, rich and poor,
Bangladesh Included. The
annual meeting in Prague is likely
lo attract the same level of
ferocity from the protesters as
they did in Seattle (US) last year
at the meeting of World Trade
Organisation. A media report
suggests that about 50,000
protesters will gather on the
streets of Prague and the
authorities have placed 10,000
police persons and a contingent
of 5,000 army personnel to keep
law and order in the city. Prague
city is reported to have been
turned into a fortress to enable
the delegates to attend the
meeting,

One of the subjects of the
annual meet appears to be the
impact of economic globalisation
in the developing countries and
the policies pursued by IMF-
Bank. It is reported that the IMF
will henceforth will revert back to
the role ofits original purpose, i.e.
to monitor and maintain global
moneltary stability and the Bank
will provide loans for the
developing countries.

The question is :
protest about ?

In every era, there are words
that suddenly become ubiq-
uitous. They are used in all sorts
of contexts by all sorts of people.
They seem to promise
understanding of the ills and
hopes of the day and yet no one
seems o know precisely what
they mean. Undoubtedly the
word ol the 90s is globalisation.

Today's global environment is
a vastly different one from that
which prevailed 20 years ago. It is
now characterised by the
liberalisation of national and
International financial markets, a

what s all

Why Protesters Gather Also in Pr

Awamisation of FBCCI so on and
so forth were avolded and by-
passed, If wide spectrum of )is-
teners were provided with the
opportunity the programme
would have the desired credibility
and would not have doubly estab-
lished the fact that the govern-
ment controlled media are being
misused for furthering party and
Individual Interests completely
blacking out opposition news and

crime rates cannot be attributed
to the amendment, nor can the
President be blamed for his sug-
gestlon. Only recently the Chief
Justice has publicly stated that
the police are not found serious to
apprehend the criminals due (o
which justice Is delayed. He,
however, did not dwell further on
the reported Inertia and [ndiffer-
ence of the police, but it is com-
mon knowledge and widely

B HEART OF THE MATTER

Mansoor Mamoon

views,

Even though the questions
from the listeners were allegedly
doctored and selective in nature,
the replies the PM had given to
them created controversies on a
wide range of issues. When asked
why even after the passage of the
Public Safety Act(PSA) incidences
of crime have not declined, she
made the President scapegoat
and claimed that after incorpo-
rating the amendments sug-
gested by him it has become
slackened and its effectiveness
largely diminished. Legal experts
through press statements dif-
fered with her and claimed the
PM's contention in this regard is
far from the truth. The President
had suggested for amending the
provision of bail in Article 16 (3) of
PSA and for giving the High Court
the jurisdiction of granting bail
under certain conditions. The
record high in the increase of

World Bank-IMF Meeting

reported In the national press
that anti-social elements roam
freely and are committing crimes
with impunity as they either
belong to the ruling party or are
under Its shelter. Not to speak of
ordinary party activists, even the
sons and close relations of some
of the ruling party lawmakers and
veterans have been accused of
Indulging In violence and terror-
Ism, killings, extortions and land
grabbing. Hence when the PM
sald ‘f[riend or not, law will be
applied equally in all cases' it did
not appear credible enough. The
situation that she claimed to have
existed during the tenure of the
past regime has not at all altered
In any way but has reached the
nadir.

People are now really afraid to
£0o to the police. When parents of
the two recently slain persons in
Sutrapur in the city desperately
sought police intervention Lo save

by Harun ur Rashid

thelr sons, no action was taken
with the result that two young
lives were lost and the main
accused gang leader could not as
yet be nabbed allegedly because
of the fact that his mother is a
local influential leader of the
ruling party. Rape of a British
woman while in a police station
for filing a case of stealing is still
fresh In memory. The PM told a
questioner that her government
would soon appoint an Ombuds-
man as provided for In the Consti-
tution (Article 77 ). No govern-
ment has so far cared to appoint
Ombudsman. From the time the
present, government took power
there Is very often feeler in the
press that the Ombudsman s
being appointed and many names
were speculated. But now the PM
Is telling that the law relating to
the appointment of Ombudsman
needed to be amended by Parlia-
ment and that a consensus can-
didate would have to be
appointed. In short, it means
that the office of the Ombudsman
will not be filled up during the
tenure of the present government
as there will be no consensus
(was the appointment of CEC and
many other appointments were
made on consensus basis?) and
not much time is left for parlia-
ment to take up amendment In
this regard. So, in probability,
there will be no Ombudsman .

The PM reiterated that elec-
tronic media would be given
autonomy as per her party's
election pledges. The AL in its 21-
point election manifesto
announced on May 10, 1996
committed that if voted to power it
would free government controlled

T'heir arguments are lucid and intelligent, full of references to humanists, such as Martin Luther King.
Hovering in the background are many Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) who will join the protest
against the existing gross inequality of people between the developed and the developing world.
Furthermore they will hold an alternative summit in Prague while the delegates to the annual

massive increase in international
financial transactions and the
globalisation of production,
symbolised by an increase in the
activities of transnational
corporations. The global merger
wave of recent years involved
banks, airlines, media and
Internet companies, pham-
aceutical companies and many
others. The philosophy is: the
bigger it is, the better it is for
survival from fierce international
competition.

Globalisation is presented as
an unmitigated disaster, repla-
cing the social-democratic
prosperity of postwar Europe.
They see it as producing a "20:80"
soclety in which the benefits are
captured by transnational
corporations and the highly
skilled workforce.. The Internet
revolution has dramatically
changed the business of the
world. Globalisation has come to
stay in the economic world. There
Is no going back to the past.

Globalisation might seem, at
first sight, to be uncontroversial.
But it is worth standing back for a
moment and asking the question:
where is it leading to ? or whether
globalisation is a brave new world
or a techno-trap?

Casualties of

Globalisation?

While globalisation has been
hailed as a unique and historic
opportunity for humankind, it
has become a force of disinte-
gration of many cultures and
more inequality among natjons.
While only 20 per cent highly
skilled persons derive benefits,
80 per cent foresee a life bouncing
between unemployment and
insecure employment, with the
potentially restive masses kept
quiet.

There is a serious asymmetry
in the relationship between the
developing and developed
countries. Globalisation of

meefing are in town.

economy has resulted in the
marginalisation of the economies
of the developing countries. The
gap between the rich and poor
countries s larger at the
beginning of this 21st century
than it was at the beginning of the
last century. It Is estimated that
Bill Gate's wealth (Microsoft)
alone is equal to all the combined
gross domestic products of the
world's 48 Least Developed

Countries, including Bangla-
desh.
Statistics indicate that the

developing nations constitute 86
per cent of world's population, 76
per cent of world's land area and
only 23 per cent of world's wealth;
20 per cent of the population
consumes 86 per cent of all the
joods and services. In 1960, a
ifth of world's population living
in rich countries had 30 times the
income of the poorest fifth. By
1995, this multiple has risen to
82 times, three richest people
have more assets than the total
assets of the poorest 600 million.
A child born in the US or Britain
will consume, pollute and waste
more than that of 50 children in a
developing country. Just put into
more graphic picture, the people
in Europe and the US spend
USS12 billion on perfumes alone
a year while USS6 billion is
required to educate every one on
this planet. These f[igures indicate
that something is grossly wrong
in the existing global system.
There is a view that globali-
sation with its demand for free
markets and unfettered condi-
tions of trade tends to diminish
the distinction between the
economic and political realms.
The nation state Is the agent of
the global capital. It is the capital
which decides what to produce
where and what to grow where
and how. . Agaln as economies
move from industrial capitalism
Into global capitalism,
businesses move into Industrial

plants to find workers of the
developing world for cheap
labour, often without collective
bargaining rights of the workers.

The IMF-Bank are alleged to
have pursued market economy
through their aid and funding.
They impose structural
adjustments on the developing
countries that dictate drastic
cuts in public sector spending, to
save them "from bankruptcy”.
But in the end the result appears
to be pauperisation and the
elimination of educational, social
and welfare programmes in the
developing countries. The
protesters believe that the values
"we live by are more and more
those of the market."

To the developing countries,
globalisation means unfettered
access to their markets but not
the other way round. The quota
restrictions, tariff and non-tariff
barriers and .in-built discrimi-
natory national trade rules make
the goods of the developing
countries inaccessible to the
markets of the industrialised

.countries. Trade should not only

be free but fair too. At the
UNCTAD Conference in Bangkok
in February this year, the
Director General of the World
Trade Organisation Mike Moore
drove home this point when he
said: " There (s no point in
spending billion of dollars in aid if
production can't then get to the
market....... We co-operate or we
perish.”

To the protesters, globalis-
ation means naked exploitation of
the markets of developing nations
by the developed nations. In the
high-tech economy co-ordinated
development of the money and
capital markets Is required and
this is absent in most of the
developing economies. The
indigenous industries, banks and
other enterprises in the develo-
ping countries cannot survive in
international competition,

Sumon of Sutrapur

Sir, The DS report of 23rd on
Lhe above reads very much like a
liction. Yet truth is stranger than
fiction. Kudos to DS staff reporter
for baring the ugly facts. This just
shows how depraved we have
become as a nation. Criminals
like Sumon and Ershad Shikder
may exist but it is the insensibil-
ity of the people in general that
[rightens me.

Also what kind of police
department are we taxpayers
maintaining? Can't we demand a
report on the double killing from
the IG of police, especially on the
role of the police? Shouldn't he
resign if he had any shred of
sense of dignity and Integrity?

And what about the ‘close
friend’ of the PM Begum Nasibun
Nahar? How come such people
become ward commissioners?
Does the ruling party have (o rely
on such criminals for clinging to
power? For her own Integrity, PM
should have this Sumon arrested
and put our minds at ease,

Must the PM be reminded that

the wrath of pcnrle may be slow
bul it is sure. I Awami League

wants to serve the people it must
portray some rule of justice. Right
now It appears that the whole
soclety Is in the grip of govern-
ment condoned mastaans and
criminals.

Concerned Citizen
Dhaka

The guilty party

must be punished

Sir, We are deeply shocked and
anguished by the news of the two
teenage boys' gruesome murder,
The bodies of Mohsin (18) and
Seam (19) were cut into pleces
and then thrown in a manhole
from where police recovered
those. The incident is so appall-
ing that it is beyond anybody's
comprehension.

It has been learnt from differ-
ent dallles that a group of local
youths of Loharpul under
Sutrapur thana took the boys to a
club at Gendaria, It Is alleged that
when the parents learnt about
this they rushed to the club and
begged {u spare thelr sons, find-
Ing no positive response (hey
then went to the police station

and informed the police in a
written statement but the police
did not pay any attention. After
their repeated begging a sub-
inspector went with them to the
club and talked to the abductors.
Again at 9 PM, Sub-Inspector
Llaquat went to the club along
with the parents and spent some-
time there and had cold drinks
with Shumon, one of the abduc-
tors. The sub-inspector informed
the relatives that the abducted
boys will be released in the morn-
ing. Belleving this the parents
went home with a restiul mind.
But the next morning they learnt
about the horrible fate of their
sons, a blow which might have
Stopped their hearts and it would
have been a mercy if it really
happened.

It seems that policemen in our
country are r in recovering
dead bodles, not in saving lives.
We demand to know why the
police left the boys at the mercy of
the eriminals. If they had been
rescued they would have been
alive. So for their deaths the
police Is as gullty as the murder-
ers. We demand exemplary pun-
ishment for the killers and the

gulilty policemen.

NurJahan
Chittagong

Detergent bar

Sir, In Bangladesh many vari-
eties of "washing soaps” are avall-
able. People can buy any-brand of
their choice. However we are not
gelting any "detergent bar wash-
Ing soap” which is generally avail-
able in the neighbouring coun-
tries. This type of washing soap is
good In quality and clean the
clothes well. Large multinational
companies make and sell their
own brand of detergent bar wash-
Ing soap In other countries,
Unfortunately in our country it is
not done for reasons unknown to
COnsuImers.

In view of the “open market
policy”, this item can be imported
and sold to meet the require-
ments of the large number of
CONSumers.

- SHagq

Eastern Tower
20, New Eskaton Road

ushered in by globalisation.

This regime of unfairness of
global trade among the nations
has, among others, united the
young people to protest about in
Prague.

Unfair Trade Regime

and Bangladesh

Let us look at the alleged
unfair regime in respect of the
agricultural trade of Bangladesh.
Bangladesh possesses an agro-
based economy where agriculture
nearly accounts for 31 per cent of
the nation's Gross Domestic
Product. A noteworthy develop-
ment in agricultural exports has
been rapid growth of processed
food exports from Bangladesh. In
late 90s, it has been reported that
processed fish alone accounted
for 70 per cent of agricultural
exports of Bangladesh.

The Uruguay Round trade
negotiations which concluded in
1994 led to two related
agreementsAgreement on
Agriculture (AOA) and the
Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Agreement (SPSA). They are
applicable to Bangladesh and in
particular the SPSA is of
particular significant for
Bangladesh.

There is a view that the
expansion of food exports from
Bangladesh to the developed
countries, such as to the
European Union and the US, has
triggered a protectionist response
from them in the form of
extraordinary stringent sanitary
and phytosanitary standards
imposed prior to shipments from
Bangladesh in the name of health
and hygiene. This has occurred at
a time when British beef is being
hailed as safe (from mad cow
disease) in Euro although
there is a genuine fear in France
that British beef is not safe.

Furthermore , a view prevails
in the circles concerned that the
sanitary and phytosanitary
agreement is not being strictly
followed in the case .of
Bangladesh. First, there is no
effective mechanism in place for
dispute settlement in the
country. Second, the developed
countries do not take into
account the circumstances for
Bangladesh when they apply the
sanitary standards. Finally, in
most cases the notification of new
measures under this agreement
Is too short a period for
Bangladesh to respond in an
effective manner,

There appears .to be another
greater concern if environment is
linked with trade by the
developed countries. For example
the US laws require tuna fishing
nets to have modifications to
allow dolphins to escape. If other
countries wish to sell tuna fish in
the US market, they have to
ensure that [ish Is being caught
through such modified nets.
Similar requirement iIs reported
to have been Im by the US
on shrimp catching by other
nations. The nets should have
escape latches for turtles. There
could be in future rules that
shrimp should be cultivated in
such a manner that does not
adversely aflect environment. In

ague?

radlo, television and news agency
and privatise the newspapers
owned by it (vide point No 7 in AL
manlfesto). On June 30, 1997 the
Commission formed for suggest-
Ing modalities of granting auton-
omy to radio and television sub-
mitted its report to the PM., Since

then nothing is heard about the |

privatisation of BSS.

For obvious reason the Bangla-
desh Bank opposed the idea of
inclusion of army officers in the
Board of Directors of nationalised
financial Institutions which was
Introduced by the military gov-
ernment after the 1975 mid-
August change-over and was
followed by all previous govern-
ments. The present government
had also ylelded under(invisible)
pressure. But the logic given by
the PM is not tenable. The army's
participation In disaster manage-
ment can never be akin to man-
agement of finance. The army has
now (ostensibly) a separate pri-
vale bank (Trust Bank ) which is
very much under their control.
The civil soclety also opposed the
inclusion of the move but to no
effect. In this regard the AL is no
different from the previous gov-
ernments,

If phone-in programmes are
intended for a dialogue of the
Chilef Executive with the common
people and If it is objective and
laken dispassionately then it is
obviously a very good Instrument
of accountabllity and transpar-
ency. In this age of information
technology when the people even
in the remotest villages are
exposed to medla, there is no
scope for befooling them by any
subtle tactics. The organisers as
well as the Prime Minister should
therefore have sincerity of intent
and purpose when they next go
for such phone-in programme.

that case there would be severe
deleterious consequences on the
shrimp exports from Bangladesh.
This is not to suggest that
environment protection is not
important for Bangladesh.
Environmental degradation may
stifle Bangladesh's economic
growth. What | refer to in the
preceding examples is the
allegation of the unfair aspect of
environmental guidelines in trade

on a developing country by the 4

developed nations.

Unfulfilled Promise of
Debt-relief

There is another aspect of
global regime which underpins
the protests. The debts owed by
the poor nations (mostly African)
account for USS$S212.6 billion. The
world's leaders set themselves
the target of writing off debt of
USS100 billion of 24 of the
world's highly indebted poor
countries (HIPCs) by the end of
2000. By July this year, they have
managed to agree on USSI5
billion only to nine countries. It is
reported that the goal has now
slipped to 20 from 24 HIPCs by
the end of this year but even that
is looking unlikely. In the G-7
Summit in July in Okinawa
(Japanese remote island), British
Prime Minister Tony Blair was
reported to have aired his
frustration over progress on debt
relief to HIPCs.

There is a view that some of
the policies of the rich countries
appear to be double standards.
For example, the West is too
happy to take in migrants if they
are affluent businessmen,
professionals or technologically-
skilled. They welcome the
computer wizards of “Silicon
Valley” of Bangalore but do not
want unskilled people from the

developing world. Hnwever{

immediately after the second
world war a pool of unskilled
labour was allowed in the
countries of the West.

Conclusion

[t may be noled that the
protesters are not socialists or
anarchists or outcasts of the
society. They are enlightened
young people from across the
soclal spectrum. Many of them
reportedly gave up lucrative jobs
in their countries. Their
arguments are lucid and
intelligent, full of references to
humanists, such as Martn
Luther King. Hovering in the
background are many Non-
Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) who will join the protest
against the existing gross
inequality of people between the
developed and the developing
world. Furthermore they will hold
an alternative summit in Prague
while the delegates to the annual
meeting are in town.

There is a view that glob-
alisation has ignored "the human
face". Oul of world's six billion
people, 1.2 billion live on less
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than one dollar a day while 32 .

richest people have the wealthof ¥ &

the combined gross domestic
products of all SAARC countries.
The picture is grim and stark at
our face. The claim of all-
inclusive globalisation remains a
myth in the developing countries.
The world has to create an
environment of responsible
globality. The political leaders of
the IMF- Bank may take note of
the causes of the protest and
address the issues raised by the
protesters.
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