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Govt to allow
over 10MW
power plant in
pvt sector

To encourage private sector
investment in small electricity-
generation schemes, the gov-
ernment amended the existin
policy allowing installation o
over 10mw power plants under
private venture, reports UNB.

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved two amendment propos-
als for the power laws strikin
harmony in tariffs of PDB, RE
and of private power compa-
nies. .

In its weekly meeting, with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair. the Cabinet ap-
proved an amendment to the
policy guideline for small power
plant (SPP) in private sector and
another to the Rural Electrifl-
cation Board Ordinance 1977.

. The Cabinet at the PM's of-
also approved Hajj Policy

Speaker urged to
declare JS seat
of Akhter vacant

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has requested Speaker
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury
to declare the Kishurtganii-'z

rliamentary seat of expelled

P Maj. (Retd) AKhteruzzaman
vacant.

Chief Whip of the Opposition
Khandakar Delwar Hossain
made the request in a letter to
the Speaker on Sunday.

Parliament sources said the
Speaker will take necessary
steps in this regard after re-
turming from the United King-
dom where he is now attending
the conlerence of Common-
wealth Parllament Association
(CPA). His is expected to returmn
early next month. The Speaker
is sup to refer the issue to
the Election Comumission.

Khandakar Delwar in his
letter said that Akhteruzzaman
was elected to parliament on

P ticket, but he joined the
efving the

party decision.
Quoting the BNP constitu-

tion. he said Akhter's action is
tantamount to his resignation
from the party. Besides, he
added. Akhter has meantime
been expelled from BNP.

Therefore, the chief whip ar-
gued. parllament membership
of Akhter has already been can-
celled as per provisions in arti-
cle 71(1) of the Constitution
and the BNP constitution as
well.

BNP expelled Akhteruz-
zaman from the party on Sep-
tember 15 after he attended the
last session of parllament de-
fying the party's decision to
continue the boycott that began
13 months ago.

Major Akhter told The Daily
Star last night that he did not
know of the letter sent to the
Speaker.

‘I have been expelled from
the party. Now, it is entirely an
affair of BNP.”

He. however, said Issuance
of such letter cannot strip of
someone’s membership of par-
liament

—Inside Today
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position to contest election

jointly, announces Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, 25
BNFP Chalrperson
today calle
yote for four-party alliance can-

didates In the next national

Sept
Khaleda

election for formation of a 'na-

RS RS
BNP Chairperson

Zla
upon the people to

tionalist government’ to ensure

peace, stability and develop-
ment.
*"We are determined to

maintain the unity of the alli-
ance at any cost. We will con-

and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Khaleda Zia addressir
house ground in Mymensingh town yesterday.

test the next election and form
the future government unit-
edly,” she said.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parllament was addressing a

mamimoth public meeting at the

local clrcult house p_rmnul. or -
ganised by the distriet unit of

All Party Actlon Council

Jatiya Party Chainmag 1M
Ershad. Jamaat-e-1slami Ameer

See page 11 col 7
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BB now feels a chunk of loans

should be written off

As classlified loans increased
to an unsustainable level. the
Bangladesh Bank (BB) now
feels that a chunk of the loans,

which has litlle or no cliance of

being recovered, should be
written off after making 'full
gmﬂsimn against those in the
alance sheets of banks.

The loans which were given
till 1980 and which do not have
any collateral against those

should be written off to relieve
the banks of bad burden while
making their balance sheets
more realistic., sources con-
cerned said.

The BB has su
the existing laws should be
amended to allow such loan
write-off. Janata Bank has al-
ready undertaken an exercise to
reduce its ‘false earnings’ from
never to be realise loans’

ggested that

By Inam Ahmed

through such write-off,

sources pointed out
According to BB figures,

39.70 per cent of outstanding

the

* loans of all banks are now clas-

siffted. Giving large loans with-
out properly evaluating proj-
ects, insider lending and weak
loan management by banks
resulted in the piling up of clas-
sified loans. The situation is
even worse in the nationalised
commercial banks (NCBs) and
specialised banks with  44.62
per cent and 63.14 per cent of
their outstanding loans be-
coming classified.

The BB served notices on
139 bank directors for insider
lending between 1995 and June
2000. Some 58 of themn have
repaid their defaulted loans, 19
are still holding their posts by

having stay orders from courts
while posts of 47 directors have
been vacated.

Meantime, the BB has also
calledsupon the govérnment to
play a special role to realise the
defaulted loans of different gov-
ernment and autonomous bod-
les to reduce the risk of de-
positors.

The BB has also proposed |

that the NCBs should give in-
centives to efficient officials and
employees -and their salaries

should also be fixed on market |

terms.

But at the same time, ineffi-
cient employees should be pe-

nalised by setting a new crite- |

rion for promotion based on
efficiency and productiv-
ity.Inefficient manpower should
be allowed to retire.

Diplomat dies

abroad due to
' ‘

v

By Staff Correspondent

[he Fisst Secretary ol Bang-
ladesh wmission in Colombo died
due to the mission chief's negli-
gence in treatment, the victim's

amily members alleged at a
press conference in the city
yvesterday

Firoze Hayat, First Secretary
of Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in Colombo died of a brain
disease in January 10 at a hos-

pital in Singapore

Firoze's family allege that he
died due to negligence of the
taking
proper

High Commissioner in
appropriate steps for
treatment at the right time

Instead of h(’:ldillg Firoze to

S l],{t-' -+

Freeman makes history,

Johnson adds a chapter

SYDNEY, Sept 25: The Syd-
ney Olymples dished up a night
to remember today with emo-
tons running high and the
world's top athletes duelling
down the home straight, but
the drug scandals which have
bedevilled the Games refused to
gO away, reports AFP

Cathy Freeman and Michael
Johnson both carved out places
in Olympic history, Freeman
eri_{illg to an emotional victory
in the women's 400m to become
the first a aboriginal athlete to
win an individual Olympic title.

America’'s Johnson added
another chapter to his Olymplc
legend, becoming the first man
to successfully defend his 400m
title. He swept home in 43.84
sec, and although the chilly
breeze put paid to his ambition
of breaking through the 43.
second barrier, distance run-
ners flourished in the cool eve-
ning

Halle Gebrselassie of Ethio-
pla won one of the greatest
10,000m races in Olympic his-
tory. overhauling Kenyan Paul
Tergat in the final two strides,
with bronze Fr;ing to Ethiopian
Assefa Mezgebu.

The women's
another thriller as Romania's
Gabriela Szabo fended off a
challenge from Ireland's Sonia
O'Sullivan for the victory

Maria Mutola captured Mo-
zambique’'s first ever Olympic
guhi when she mlrgerj Lo victory
in the 800m, pushing to the
front in the final 20 metres to
edge Austrian Stephanie Graf
and Briton Kelly Holmes, who

o000m was

had led entering the home
straight.
The shining performances

almost eclipsed the latest drug
scandal brewing with C.J.
Hunter. husband of US sprint
star Marion Jones, at its center.

The International Amateur
Athletic Federation confirmed
that Hunter, the shot put world
champion, tested positive for a
banned drug in Oslo on July
28

I'he revelation had US ath-
letics officials scrambling to
deny a wide-ranging cover-up

But Australlan athletics fans
only had eyee and ears for
Freeman.

I couldn’t wait to cross the
line to end four years of expe
tation,” Freeman said after she
clocked 49.11 sec to beat back
silver medallist Lorraine Gra-
ham of Jamaica and bronze
medallist Katharine Merry of
Britain. "l am glad it is over.”

After crossing the finish line
she dropped to her knees and
let the sound of the cheering
wash over her, then a barefoot
Freeman took her victory lap
wrapped in both the Australian
and aboriginal flags

World record-holder Stacy
Dragila of the United States
won the first Olympic women's

pole vault gold ever awarded,
ahead of Australlan Tatlana
Grigorieva, with Iceland’'s Vala
Flosadottir taking bronze.

But there was nothing new
in Russian gymnast Alexel Ne.
mov's gold in the horizontal bar

competitor for
Games In a row

Gervasio Deferr, 19, earned
Spain’s first ever gymnastics
medal, winning the vault to
break up the Russian-Chinese
stranglehold on gymnastics

the second

Nemov. the all-around  go|d,

champion, captured his fifth In other apparatus finals,
and sixth medals of the Games Elena Zamoldichikova edged
- he added a bronze In the par- Russian teammate Svetlana
allel bars on Monday - to give Khorkina for the floor exercise
him the most of any Olympit >¢c page || col 7
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Cathy Freeman of Australia waves to the crowd, holding the

Australian and aboriginal flags, after winning the Olympi
gold in the 400m final yesterday at the Sydney Olym
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Transparency International report

Govt loses Tk 11535 cr in 6
months due to corruption

The law enforcing agency is
the most corrupt sector in
Bangladesh, according to the
News Scan Database Report of
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB),

Two hundred and eleven In-
cidents of corruption caused Tk
11,534.98 crore loss to the gov-
emment during the first six
months of 2000, TIB salid.

The report is based on 1345
Incidents of corruption reported
in nine national dailies of the

country from January to June
this year.

Renowned economist Prof
Muzaffar Ahmed, who is a
member of the TIB trustee

board presented the report at a

By Staff Correspondent

press conference at Jatiya Press
Club vesterday. TIB executive
director Manzoor Hasan, among
others, was also present

Corruption in the country
has Increased in the last three
years, the report said

A total of 38 sectors, divi-
sions, departments and direc-
torates were covered by the
report. Local government, edu-
cation and health sectors were
identified as the second, third
and fourth most corrupt ones.

Political parties ranked 14th,
judiciary 27th and defence
sector 32nd as regards corrup-
tion.

Corruption in education
sector caused maximum finan-

cial loss to the government--Tk

2305.48 crore-- and that in
local overniment sector Tk
2111.23 crore. Public sector

banks were at the top in terms
of corruption in financial sector.
TIB sﬂI(Il

The city's Ramna and Ut-
tara police stations are the
most and second most corrupt
among the 496 police stations
in the country. Corruption pre-
vailed in 480 police stations.
the report said. It did not say
anything about the rest 16.

It mentioned 278 incidents
of corruption by law enforeing
agencies with police involved in
254 of those and BDR and VDP

oee page 11 col 7

Forget ‘traumatic’ events of
71, build friendly ties

Pak foreign minister urges Bangladesh

ISLAMABAD, Sept 25. Paki-
stanl Forelgn Minister Abdul
Sattar today urged the Bangla-
desh leadership to forget the

fraumatic” events during Its
1971 Independence war and
builld friendly bilateral ties,

reports AFP.

‘We have sent a conununi-
cation to Bangladesh express-
ing our view that the vents of

1971 were traumatic enough
even without exaggeration and
one-sided Interpretations,”

Sattar told newsmen,

He recalled a statement in
1974 by late Bangladesh (nde-
endence hero Sheikh Mujibur

hman. father of the current
Bangladesh  prime  minister,
calling on his people to “forget
the past and take a fresh start -

€ are surprised that the

| daughter appears to be ignoring

the advice
father 26
sald.

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina has demanded that Pakl-
stanis involved In war crimes In
the 1971 Independence war be
brought to Iriul.

“Pakistan must seek forgive-
ness for their atrocities and this
I8 not only our demand, but the
world conscience,” she sald on
September 14,

Bangladesh, former East
Pakistan, gained Independence
after a nine-month bloody war
during which Dhaka says three
million 6)er3;lc were killed and
some 200,000 women dishon-
onured.

Hasina's comments came a
week after tes between the two
countries  were  apparently
stralned when Pakistani ruler

expressed by her
years ago,” Sattar

General Pervez Musharral post-
poned a meeting with Bangla-
desh’s leader at the UN.

Sattar sald the meeting had
to be postponed because “we
were saddened” by some of the
remarks made by Sheikh Ha-
sina In her speech, during
which she criticised military
regimes, :

“The Chief Executive
(Musharraf) looks forward to
another opportunity when the
atmosphere may be conducive
for positive and forward looking
discussion,” the foreign minis-
ter sald, adding: “We have no
resentment of any kind.”

Musharraf, on return from
the UN last week, said the
Bangladesh leader's remarks
amounted to “interference” in
Pakistan's  internal  affairs.
Bangladesh rejected the charge.

Polls in Chandpur
municipality
held peacefully

From Our Correspondent
CHANDPUR, Sept 25: Elec-
tion in Chandpur Municipality
was held today peacefully.
Polling began at 8 amn and
continued till 4 pm amid tight
security and without any break.
Today was a public holiday
in the municipal area
Counting ol votes in different

BNP leader Shafiqur Rah-
man was unofficially elected
chairman of Chandpur Poura-
sava yesterday. He bagged a
total of 14,584 votes while his
nearest rival Yusuf Gazi, the
incumbent chairman and a
Jubo League leader who was

expelled by Awami League,
ot 9,737. Awami Louguc
yacked candidate Abu Na-

yeem Dulal Patwary trailed
far behind polling 3,228, re-
ports UNB,

polling centres was continuing
till filing of this report at 6 pm
According to District Elec-
tion Commission office sources
about 70 per cent voters casl
their votes in the election.
The total number of voters i

See page Y

GrameenPhone
men abducted,
beaten up for
toll in Kushtia

From Our Staff

Correspondent

Kushtia, Sept 25: A gang of
extortionists in Barobazar area
ol Kushtla town has ‘refused to
allow’ the GrameenPhone (GP)
(o construct its transmission
tower unless its builder (con-
tractor) pays a toll of Tk 60,000,
sources said,

The gang known as Shahidul
and Mohidul group asked the
bullder to keep  construction
work suspended till payment of
the toll

When the builder refused to
pay, the gang members num-
ering about 30 abducted sev-
eral of his emplovees from the
site, beat them severely and

See pape 2

dah
trokona and Chapainawabgan|
according to
dents

Flood situation in eight
dists worsens further

Flood situation in eight dis-
tricts worsened further yester-
day

At least one lakh people have
been marooned in Kushtia
Meherpur, Chuadanga. Jhenai-
Rajshahi, Sirajganj, Ne.

Our {‘ﬁrr't”«]luu-

Army troops yesterday began

evacuating the marooned villag-
ers from flood-hit
four more people died

areas where

The overall flood situation

deteriorated in the frontier dis-
trict with fresh inundation of 20
villages in three upazilas over-
night with water
the common rivers from across
the border

rolling down

With the latest flood-related

By Staff Correspondent

deaths reported yesterday the Chandipur in sadar upazila
death toll rose to eight since Chuadanga-Khulna and
Saturday i Chuadanga-Meherpur road
[he latest victims were iden- links snapped vesterday as the
tiied as Bill Mollani, 75, and floodwater i(nundated some

Rahela, 65, of Thakurpur vil-
lage and Hafuzur Rahman, 38
of Pratappur village in Da
murhuda upazila and Mohab-
bat All, 75, of Hatikata village in

I_H'!lll'll"'\

Meanwhile. about 300 flood-
hit families from Maldah. India
have crossed over to Meherpur

Sadar upazila and took shelter in border vil-
b T i i e i

The most affected villages I"-‘H"I"I' ‘ N T
are Santoshpur, Rangiarpota, . AT ‘»M *l-illll }{1 Im A ;.-ui
Singnagar and Utholi of Jiban ‘;‘;\[hljll.i_ a .tI:I i | qu 1‘-‘: |-!HT| lnltr_
nagar, Uzirpur, Loknathpur, ‘”]‘”“{5,'1”’ "‘fi N ‘i o o
Akandabaria. Kurhulgachhi 1 Ulluaaganga 1iood has in-
Carpasdanga ('h.ﬁulipu: undated fresh areas in Jiban-
Dharsana Hothatpara, Mukter- nagar upazila and Darshana

pourashiabha. Municipal areas

pur, Patachura and Chandpur

in Damurhuda and Zhoraga- I Darshana is under four to
chha, Ibhrahimpur Dusta, five feet wate;
Hijongarhi, Khudiakhali and . See page 11 col |
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Airway Bill by Vantage.
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REPLY TO PUBLIC NOTICE

With reference to the Public Notice published in the daily newspapers by
Vantage Aviation Services Ltd. (Vantage), Malaysia Airlines Systems Berhad
(MAS) wishes to advise the public that the order of Status Quo passed by the
Honourable Courts on MAS does not prohibit MAS from operating its own
office in Bangladesh. We have all regards and respect for the Court's order.
There i1s no necessity for any validation of MAS Passenger Tickets and

Malaysia Airlines
10/5, Eastern Plaza (9th Floor), Sonargaon Road,
Hatirpool, Dhaka, Tel : 8621557-64, Fax : 8621756

AIRLINES




