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COMPUTERS

SYDNEY, Sept 24: Venus
Willlams survived a thrilling
three.-set battle with Spain's
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario to
move within two matches of
adding an Olympic gold to the
Wimbledon and US Open titles
she has won this year, reports

AFP.

Willlams, unbeaten since
losing to Sanchez-Vicario in the
uarterfinals of the French
pen in June, looked in serious
danger of falling to her at the
same stage here.

But in difficult, cold and

windy conditions on the Olym-
fc Centre Court, she rallied
rom a set down to pull through
3-6, 6-2, 6-4.

“I didn't have my best day
today,” Willlams admitted. "I
just relied on some experience
and some guts.

"Every game was pretty
closes most of the time. A lot of
the time I was hitting winners
and she was getting nice balls
back. I just had to keep going,
Keep trying."

Willlams now faces her
American teammate Monica
Seles, to whom she has never
lost, for a place in Wednesday's
final. Monday's other semifinal
will pit home favourite Jelena
Dokic against Elena Demen-
tieva, the tenth seed from Rus-
sla.

The defeat of Sanchez-
Vicario means Willlains has
now won 30 matches in a row,
a mnun that has seen her estab-
lish herself firmly as the domi-

nant force in the women's
game.

But Sanchez-Vicario has
never been any respecter ol

reputations and she made the
American fight every inch of the
way. Even at 4-1 down in the
final set she was battling fero-
ciously, pulling it back to 4-3
and then saving match points
at 5-3 and 5-4 before finally
succumbing to her opponent's
superior firepower.

Williams had failed to hold
her serve once in the first set
which saw her rattled by San-
chez-Vicario's punchy returning
and tenacious pursuit of every

GOLD VAULT: Elena Zamolodtchikova approaching the

vault in her gold medal winning effort during the women's

apparatus final ysterday.
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ball.

_ The Spaniard claimed a vital
psvchological edfe when she
clalmed a long alrd game on
her eighth break point.

The next two games also
went against serve before San-
chez-Vicario managed to hold
hers for a 4-2 lead. At that
point Willlams began to look in
serious danger. Four unforced
errors gifted her opponent the
next game and a double fault
finally allowed Sanchez-Vicario
to clinch the set.

Williams responded immedi-
ately by stepping up a gear to
claim a break in the first game
of the second set and went on
to claim the set 6-2, setting up
a tense finale.

Dokic earned her shot at a
place in the final by beating
South Africa's Amanda Coetzer.

The 17-year-old, a semifi-
nalist at Wimbledon this year,
beat the 7th seeded Coetzer, 6-
1, 1-6, 6-1 to the delight of
Australia’'s legions of tennis
fans after the country's men's
stars Pat Rafter, Mark Philip-
poussis and Lleyton Hewitt all
made early exits.

Dementieva came
against Austria's
Schett, 2-6, 6-2, 6-1.

Dokic was brimming with
confidence about her prospects
of making a final appearance In
front of her home crowd.

‘I said to myself if | can get
through today I can get a
medal.” she said. "Now |'in even
thinking about a silver

through
Barbara

"The way I'm playing now |
can win my next match."

Seles downed Belgium's
Dominique Van Roost 6-0, 6-2,
erasing the memory of a bitterly
disappointing loss to Jana No-
votna at the same stage in At-
lanta four years ago.

"I thought about it this
morning when | woke up.” Seles
said. "But | said at least if I'm
oing to lose today I'm going to
E}Et* the right way, not like
that.’

In the men's singles, an as-
tonishing run of upsets contin-
ued when Germany's Tommy
Haas dumped sixth seed Alex
Corretja of Spain out of the
tournament 7-6, 6-3.

} Games,”

—AFP photo
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NO HURDLE IS HURDLE ENOUGH: Favourite (

metres hurdles heats yesterday.

Johnson gets
off perfectly

SYDNEY, Sept 24: American
Allen Johnson's attempt to be-
come only the third 110m hur-
dler in Olympic history to suc-
cessfully defend his title got off
to the perfect start here on
sunday despite driving rain
sweeping across the track. re-
ports AFP.

The 29-year-old, who is a
two-time world outdoor chain-
pion, breezed through his heats
and into the semifinals without
any obvious sign of the ham-
string problemns that have
plagued him as he began his
countdown for Monday night's
final.

He failed to finish at Yoko-
hama on September 9 but he
shrugged off fears that he will
have problems completing his
chase for history.

‘It is not 100 per cent but
probably 95 per cent, alfler
running the first heats | reckon
when [ wake up tomorrow it will
still be sore but the important

thing is I didn't feel it in the
race,” he said. .

The cold weather didn't
bother me. Everything is good.”

he added, giving the thumbs-up

sign.
Arch-rival world record
holder and world champion

Colin Jackson is determined to

spoill Johnson's attemmpt and
finally get himself an Olympic
gold.

"1 feel very confident,”" he

sald after easily winning both
his heats.

‘I think that this time | can
add an Olympic gold to my col-
lection because | think Allen is
still hurt,” he added.

America's second choice
Mark Crear, who has always
failed to deliver the Kkiller punch
when it is needed came third in
his second heat in 13.60 — but
safe in the knowledge he has
plenty left in reserve.

Earlier this year he ran a
12.98 in ZaEreh to put himself
within striking distance of
Jackson's 12.91 world record
and his 12.95 Olympic record,

But the snap of cold that
chilled the stadium in the eve-
ning heats surprised him.

‘It was more like the Winter
Olympics out there than the
summer.,” he remarked.

Cuba’s Aniler Garcia, tipped
by Johnson as his main danger,
won both his heats in comfort-
able style

"l can win a medal in these
announced the 24-
year-old. "l feel very well.

SYDNEY, Sept 24: Inge de
Bruijn barrelled into the Olym-
pics with eight swimming world
records this year and swept out
with three more, but at 27 she
may find that her first Olympic
gold medal haul s her last,
reports AFP.

De Bruijn's contemporaries
Jenny Thompson, Susie O'Neill
and Penny Heyns bid bitter-
sweel farewells to the Games in
Sydney.

Thompson won three relay
olds to take her career total of
lympic titles to a stunning

eight, but falled to capture the
individual gold that has always
eluded her.

O'Nelll won the 200m free-
style, but the Australlan could

only manage silver in her
trademark event, the 200m
butterfly,

Heyns, winner of both the
100m and 200m breaststroke
In Atlanta four years earller, felt
lucky to come away with a
bronze in the 100m breast, and
didn't even make the semis In
the 200m.

Everything was different for
De Brulln, whose first major
International success was al
the 1999 European Champion-

ships.

She won her first Olympic
Fald in the 100m fly, and never
ooked back.

‘It all went pretty fast," she
sald. "My first gold medal gave
me a taste and | sald | wanted a
second, and then | sald I can do
a third.

"I enjoyed the 100 fly the
most, because that was my first
gold medal ever and it felt very
satisfying."

With a world record in each
event to take her total for the
year to 11, De Bruljn said she
felt there was nothing she can't
do.

“The sky's the limit now,"
she said. "That {s what I've been
shown here. | thuu%lu my world
records coming in here were so
fast they couldn’t be beaten.

"I've broken them, so
sky's the limit."

No doubt that's how Heyns
felt when she set 11 records In
the space of 11 weeks last year.

But the South rican
couldn't come close to those
times this year. What's more,
she didn't mind. At 25 she Is
ready to think of other things.

S0 I1s O'Nelll, who plans to
finally move to the same clty as
her husband, and Thompson,
who has already been accepted
to medical school.

the

Repeating as an Olympic
swimming champion is tough.
Only five women have won the
same event at two Games in a
row,

One of them 1Is Brooke
Bennett, who defended her
800m free title and also cap-
tured the 400m free. Still only
20 and inexorably closing in on

Janet Evans’ venerable distance
freestvle world records, Bennett

Is a likely candidate to bhe
swimming in Athens.
Yana Klochkova, 18, com-

pleted a medley double, setting
a world record In the 400m IM,
and added silver in the 800m
free. Diana Mocanu, 16, won
both women's backstroke titles.

Megan Quann, 16, survived
the aclid test falled by so many
teenage breaststroke stars be-
fore her. She lived up to the
expectations ralsed by her US
Trials performance and won the
100m breaststroke, and left no
doubt she'll be back for more,

"‘Coming Into the Olympics,
my expectations were two gold
medals and to break two world
records," Quann said after
swimming in the world record-
breaking 4x100m medley relay
teann.

‘Here 1 have two gold and
one world record, I have at least
two more Olympics.”

(AFP): In
the unlikely event of Maurice
Greene and Marion Jones call-

SYDNEY, Sept 24

ing it a day after their gold
medal winning exploits Sydney
Games organisers have lined up
a new career opportunity

Olympic athletes have been
offered a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to shear sheep aflter
they finish their events at the
Sydney Olymples.

There is a regular sheep-
shearing demonstration at the
Woolshed and the resident
sharer — Jim — is prepared to
put any Olympian through their
paces,

CROWDS RECORD

A record number of more
than 400,000 people travelled
to Sydney Olympic Park Satur-
day, Sydney 2000 announced
Sunday.

The official
tors to the complex
400,345 and 298,030 of
number arriving by trains
the 102,315 on buses

Although the transport sys-
tem has held up well until now
organisers are concerned about
Monday where commuters will
swell the increased traffic since
the track and field programme
got underway.

FUNNY CHILEAN FANS

Chile's football fans have
won admiration from Austra-
lians tor their tireless support
of the men's football team.

of visli-
WAaS
that
and

number

The fans have been lmpec-
cably behaved but kept awake
residents at the Hilton Hotel
with their night-long celebra-
tions following their 4-1 eclipse
of defending Olympic champi-
ons Nigeria.

The Hilton Hotel is across
the road from the Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) where
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Chile were playing.

SMILING SYDOR

Canada's Alison Sydor had
to settle for fifth place in the
women's mountain bike but
was able to laugh off an inci-
dent-packed race

The triple world champion
made a brilliant start but then
her chain came off during the
first steep climb.,

And twice Sydor got at-
tacked by the magpies that
disrupted the mountain biking
event.

But Sydor was unfazed,
saying: "That's just part of the
Sydney flavour."

FATSO GETS
ACCREDITATION

Fatso the Wombat is wel-
come at the Sydney Olympics,
International Olympic Com-
mittee ([OC) secretary general
Francois Carrard said Sunday.

The mascot has earned cult
status at the Games — the
wombat is a cuddly toy with
SEWN-0n excrement coming out
of its behind and has been car-
ried onto the medal podium by
leading Australia’s swimming
stars.

But the mascot is not an of-
ficial licensed Olympic product
and it was feared he would be
banned from the venues.

But Carrard said: "I'm
aware of banning Fatso."

LUCKY HALL

Gary Hall, who won the 50m
[reestyle gold and anchored
America's world record-setting

not

4x100m medley relay, nearly
didn't swim at the Sydney
Olympics.

Hall had refused to pay a

fine that went with his three-
moith ban for marijuana use,
which FINA said was a second
offence. Hall argued that his

M.-XIT.ING UP: Russia's Svetlana Khorkina displaying her expertise during the uneven hars
routine of the women's apparatus final at the SuperDome yesterday. Khorlina, who missed out

on a possible gold medal in the all-around finals after falling off the uneven bars, did no
b mistakes this time and won the gold.

-olin Jackson of Great Britain crossing a hurdle during the men's 110

—AFP photo

second positive test should be
considered a first offence, be-
cause marijuana wasn't banned
when he first tested positive at'
the Atlanta Olympics.

FINA warned him on August
22 that he risked missing the
Games if he didn't pay. but Hall
refused. US Swimming stepped
in and paid the fine on condi-
tion Hall conduct some swim-
ming clinics for children, and
he agreed.

TEARS OF FRUSTRATION

Australian swimmer Grantl
Hackett was on top of the world
after winning the 1,500-metres
freestyle Saturday night, but
just five days before winning
Eold he was holed up in his

edroom In the Olympic village
crying his eyes out.

The 20-year-old said he had
bawled in frustration after he
was reduced to watching his
tcammnates win  gold in the
4x200m freestyle relay.

He won gold for taking part
in a heat, but that wasn't the
way he wanted to win his first

gold, according to Sydney's
Daily Telegraph.
‘'l bawled my eyes out

when [ went back to my room.
I'm not afraid to admit that at
all. It was very hard to take,"” he

said.
MO MEMORIES
A T-shirt. A hat, maybe. But
a swealty shoe?
A 20-year-old Australian
jeweller is taking home a spe-
cial souvenir from the Sydney

Olympics: Maurice Greene's
shoe.

After winning the 100m final
Saturday, the Aierican

sprinter took off both his spe-
cially-designed Nike spikes and
threw one into the crowd.

On the receiving end: Ben
Harper, an apprentice jeweller
from the city of Wagga Wagga.

—AFP photo |
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SYDNEY, Sept 24: World
champlons Australia stayed on
course to become the (first
women's hockey team to retain

the Olymplic title with a 3-0
rout 0{! ew Zealand here on
Sunday, reports AFP.

Nikki Hudson scored twice
in as many minutes as the
Hockeyroos shrugged off a
hesitant start to remain the
only unbeaten team in the
competition.

In other matches of the six-
nation super league, Arﬁcntlna
stunned the Netherlands 3-1
and first-timers China held
Spain to a goalless draw.

Australia lead the elite group
with seven points, including
four carrfed forward from the
preliminary league.

A victory over the Dutch on
Monday will ensure Ric Char-
lesworth's girls a place In the
final.

With two rounds of matches
lo go, Spain are second with
five points, followed by China
with four and New Zealand,
Argentlna and the Netherlands
with three each.

The super league, inspired
by World Cup cricif:t rules and
introduced at the Olympics for
the first time, comprises the
first three from the preliminary
groups who take forward points
earmed from other qualifiers.

The top two in the super
league will contest the gold
medal. while the next two will

clash for the bronze.

No women's team has won
back-to-back titles at the
Ohanpics. Zimbabwe won the
lnan%ural event in 1980, fol-
lowed by the Netherlands
(1984), Australia (1988). Spain
(1992) and Australia again In
1996,

Kept at bay for the entire
first half and 15 minutes of the
second, the Australian women
delighted a packed house at the
15,000-seat State Hockey Cen-
tre with a flurry of goals in the
later stages.

Hudson opened the flood-
gates with a rasping penalty
corner in the 50th minute, and

followed that two minutes later
by scooping in a rebound off
goalkeeper Helen Clarke's pads.

Katrina Powell completed
the tally in the 62nd with an-
other superb field goal.

"Our heads were drooping a
bit at half-time, but we changed
our game plan and It worked
very well," sald Hudson, the
competition's leading scorer
with four goals.

Argentina's win over the
Dutch, the Champions' Trophy
holders, came after they led 2-1
at half-time,

Argentina, the only super
lcague team without a point
from the first round. took
charge after a third-minute goal
from Luciana Aymar.

The Dutch drew level in the
12th through Minke Smabers,
but Augustina Garcla then
scored on either side of the
interval to seal Argentina's em-

hatic win.

China, who upset the Dutch
and Germany in the first round,

continued their Impressive
Ol}qrgplr: debut by forcing Spain
to a draw.

"No one gave us a chance to
move to the second round and
now we have held our own
against a top side,” sald Chi-
nese manager Hu Jianguo.

Kakiasvilis'
Jrd in a row

SYDNEY, Sept 24: Akakios
Kakiasvilis, one of the few ath-
letes to have won Olympic golds
for two different countries,
added a third Games gold to his
collection and a second for his
adopted Greece with the nar-
rowest of weightlifting wins on
Sunday, reports AFP.

Kaklasvilis played a cat and
mouse game with his nearest
rival, teenaged sensation Szy-
mon Kolecki of Poland and beat
him to the pgold in the 94kg
category on lower body weight
after both lifters totalled 405kg.

Russia's Alexei Petrov, one of
the most controversial com-
petitors in the sport who won
gold four years ago in this cate-

gory, was third on 402.5kg.

THE LAST OF THE

BRAZILIANS: Brazil's Maicon (R)

locked in a tussle with USA's Lorrie Fair during their
semifinal clash of the women's football competition at
Canberra yesterday. The Brazilian eves followed their male
compatriots in going out of the Olympics after a 0-1 defeat.

—AFP photo

Welcome happiness -

SYDNEY.

(AFP):
Once she finally held on to the
uneven bars through an entire

Sept 24

routine, Svetlana Khorkina
found she couldn't let go.
Moments after the 2|-year-
old Russian diva of the dis-
mount defended her Olympic
uneven bars F}'nmastics title
here Sunday, she walked to the
low bar, grabbed with both
hands and kissed it as tears of
joy moistened her cheeks.
Khorkina overcame the psy-
chological strain of two costly
falls on the same apparatus
earlier in the week and a bad

spill on an improperly low
vaulting horse to gain a meas-
ure of redemption and her first
gold medal at Sydney.

‘I was absolutely quiet be-
fore," Khorkina said. "I wasn't
very nervous. I was afraid once
again the apparatus would be
non-standard, But that was
okay."

Khorkina won with a score
of 9.862 with China's Ling Jie
second at 9.837 and China's
Yang Yun third at 9.787.

The 1997 Playboy pin-up girl
was so traumatised by landing
on her knees in a bad leap off a
flawed vault in Thursday's all-
around that she dropped out of
the apparatus final. Her re-
placement, Russia's Elena
Zamolodtchikova, won gold.

"I was vaulting very badly
and | didn’t want to,” Khorkina
sald. "It was too soon, I need
one more day for this. Then the
ain will go. It would not have
,H‘t‘fll ood on my part if, well,
it's still a problem to me, the
vaulting.”

Khorkina is the reigning
world, Olympic and European

champion on uneven bars. But
she fell from them Tuesday to
cost Russia team gold and
again fell in the all-around
Thursday after first taking her
bad splill on the vault.

Khorkina's traumas here
mirrored falls from the balance
beam at last vyear's World
Championships, one to cost
Russia team gold and the other
to drop her from the all-around
lead to also-ran status.

After all that, it was no won-
der she was irked when gym-
nastics officials discovered the
vault she used was 2 cm 00
low,

"The mistakes 1 made in
qualifying were not as a result
of iy activities. I was led Into
it.” Khorkina said.

New guests

SYDNEY, Sept 24: Giant

moths at the Olympic Stadium, ~_

magples  dive-bombing  the
mountain bikers, whales
cruising the sailing course..
now snakes have become the
Jatest wildlife hazard at

)
Sydney Games, reports AFP. P

Unseasonally warm weather
has brought the reptiles slith-
ering out of the under 1 at
equestrian events, the bike
course and the rifle range.

"Keep to the track, snakes
have been sighted," an an-
nouncer bellows to visitors to
the Cecil Park mountain biking
range which meanders through
rugged bushland. °

pectators were issued with
sheets advising them to walk
slowly away If confronted by the
deadly eastern brown or red-
bellied black snakes which

have been menacing competl- ¥

lors.
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