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Indian water
minister due
tomorrow

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Indian  State Minister for
Water Resources Bijova Chak-
ravarty arrives here on Monday
on a live-day visit to Bangla-
desh, -

She would be coming on a

good will trip at the invitation of

Water Resources Minister Ab-
dur Razzak.

She is expected to visit the
confluence of Padma and
Meghna rivers near Chandpur,
the Bangabandhu Bridge and
the Brahmaputra river bank
protection project,

The Indian State Minister
will also pay a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

However, a likely date for the
next ministerial level meeting ol
the Joint Rivers Conmunission

may be discussed with the vis-
iting State Minister, It was
learnt.

The 34th ministerial level
meeting of JRC s due to be
held in Dhaka this year. The
last meeting was held in April

last year in Delhi.

Bus strike on
18 routes in

greater Ctg

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 23:
Owners Association

Bus
began an

indefinite strike on 18 routes,
Including Cox's Bazar-
Chittagong highway, causing

suffering to hundreds of com-
muters, reports UNB.

The association leaders said
they have compelled to enforce
the strike as some passengers
assaulted a number of trans-
port workers at different places
on the routes during the last
few days over bus fares

The routes on which bus
service remained stopped in-
cluded Lama-Ali Kadam
KRanungopara. Banshkhali, An-
wara, Satkania, Patia, Barkal,
Lohagara and Dohazari.

A good number of tourists
who came to the district head-
quarters remained stranded
due to bus strike

Kotalipara incident

CID veritying
statements of

three accused

The CID investigators are
verifying the statements of Gazi
Khan, Anisul Haque and Marfal
All, now on a ten-day remand,
regarding the case of Kotalipara
bomb planting incident, reports
BSS.

Two CID officers, Munshi
Atiqur Ralhman and Abdul Ka-
har Akand separately interro-
pated them yesterday at its
office in the city. according to
official sources.

ASP Munshi Atique, the in-
vestigation officer (10) of the
case, recorded the statement of
Gazi Khan under Section 161 of
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)
yesterday.

Earlier, Akand,
treason charge, recorded
confessional statements.

the 10 of the
their

7 injured, 8 houses
looted as rival
groups clash over

land in Gournadi

From Staff Correspondent
3ARISAL, Sept 23: At least
seven people were Injured and
eight houses looted during a
clash between two rival groups
at village Kamalapur in Gour-
nadi upazila this mf:-rncm;D
According to police and wit-
nesses, two rival groups - one
led by Razzak Howlader and
Siddique Munshi and the other
by Abul Mridha and Sattar -
clashed over possession of a

land left by one Jaga Mitra who
migrated to India some years
dag0

Gunshots were fired and

bombs exploded during the
clash that continued for three
hours

The injured identified as

Khalid. 30, Mostafa, 28, Jalian-
_ 32. Sattar. 40. Raliim, 42,
Sohel 10 and Forman, 14, were
admitted to Gournadi hospital
The armed men belonging to
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US to tap 30m barrels of
oil from reserve in Oct

WASHINGTON. Sept 23: The
White House declded yesterday
lo tap the nation's emergency
oil reserve to prevent 111.1Ilnp oll
supply disruptions this winter,
reports Reulers.

Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson announced 30 mil-
lion barrels of oil would be re-
moved from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve during Octo-
ber. It was the first release for a
national emergency since the
1991 Gulf War, when a much
smaller 17.5 million barrels of
crude was used

The United States consumes
about 20 million barrels of oil
and refined petroleum products
each day.

"We are prepared to take
further action I necessary,’
Richardson told a hastily con-
vened news conference after
meeting with administration
officials earlier in the day.

US oil prices tumbled for the

second stralght day on Friday

evenn though Richardson's an-
nouncement came alfter mar-

Kels closed. Futures prices fell
in anticipation of the move,

with {"I'H(Jt‘ closing at S32.68 a

barrel, bringing losses in the

past two days to more than
2.90.

The announcement followed
an intense and unusually pub-
lic debate by administration
officials in recent days.

Republican Presidential
nominee George W Bush ac-
cused the White House of trying
to help Democratic Vice Presi-
dent Gore win the Nov 7 elec-
tion by ensuring that heating oll
prices did not soar in the ap-
proaching winter.

The debate intensified
Gore urged President Bill
Clinton on Thursday to release
between 30 million and 35 mil-
lion barrels of oil from the re-

after

serve in batches of 5§ milllon
barrels,
Gores call, made within

weeks of the November election.
was criticised by Bush as a
"bad policy” that put the na-
tion's security at risk and which

was motivated by the need to
assure Gore's election vie tory,
“It's a bad {dea because the
Strategic  Petroleum - Reserve
needs to be used in case of wir
or a major disruption,” Bush
(old reporters in response to
Richardson's announcement, at

a campaign stop In Tampa,
Florida
‘I believe that the vice press

dent has made this decision
with the president’'s support to
achleve short term political
gain,” he added.

But Richardson denfed that
the Clinton administration was
motivated by politics or by the
alm of trying to manipulate the
price of oll to a lower level, even
though the plan for the release

of oil was similar to that pro-
pose d earlier by Gore.
This s not political. The

president wants the American
people to get home heating oll
anti have enough beat in their
homes.” Richardson said.
"We have extremely
See I].'I!_'l | | I_III I
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Gazipur declared illiteracy-free
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Foil consplracy to undo
upcoming polls: Hasina

GAZIPUR, Sept 23: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
alerted people against ‘conspir-

acy’ to foil upcoming national
elections, reports UNB.

Power must be changed
through ballot, not by bullet,
she said

“Government must be

formed through election, not by
wielding arns or promulgating
martial law.” she told a crowded
public function at Rajbari
ground here this afternoon
marking the formal declaration
of Gazipur as ‘illiteracy-free’
district
“There

conspiracies,

multi-taceted
threat

are
there is a

against government and there is
a conspiracy so that election
cant be held,” she said.
Earlier, amidst cheers from
the rain-drenched audience, the

Prime Minister formally de-
clared Gazipur illiteracy-free
district under a programme

called "Arunajjal Gazipur.”

Thousands of people from
different upazilas of the district
assembled at the historic Ra-
jbari playground braving rain
and rough weather to Ir-:tnn to
Hasina.

Some 325.647 men, women
and children were lettered to
free the district from the dark-
ness of illiteracy under the

mass literacy project.

With the declaration Gazipur
joined the list of illiteracy-free
districts, Previously Magura,
Lalmonirhat, Chuadanga, Ra-
jshahi and Joypurhat have
been under the government's
own resource funded project
titled Total Literacy Movement.

Prime Minister Hasina also
launched government's primary
school stipend project by dis-
tributing stipends among 15
poor students.

I'he Prime Minister renewed
her ambitious plan to drive out
illiteracy completely by 2002
and elevate Bangladesh to the
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Workers sift through rubbles after Rajuk levelled lllegnl structures on Mirpur Road near
Mohammadpur in the city yesterday.
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Large number of Rohingya women

being tratficked to Pakistan
Report by Thailand-based research body reveals

A large number of Rohingya
women fromn Bangladesh are
being trafficked to Pakistan, a
report by a Thalland-based
researcli organisation revealed
recently

The report by Chris Lewa of
Images Asia ﬂ._fri-:l “The refugee
camps in Cox's Bazar are actu-
ally ideal recruiting grounds for
traffickers. The UNHCR and
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Star Report

NGOs providing assistance n
the camps confirmed that hu-
man trafflcking was thriving at
the height of the influx.”

Over the last two decades,
two mass exoduses of Rohingya
refugees have burdened Bang-
ladesh: in 1978 and 1991 /92.
Not surprisingly, the major in-
fluxes of newcomers in Pakistan
coincide with these two mass
exoduses, sald the report, ex-
clusively made available to The
Daily Star.

In a report published in
March 1994, the Pakistani po-
lice In Sindh province estimated
the number of illegal Rohingyas
lving in and around Karachi in
1993 at around 200,000, an
Increase by 700 per cent from
their previous survey of 1988,

The police records also indi-
cate that the Rohingyas com-
prise 14 per cent and Bangla-
deshis BO per cent of the total
undocumented Immigrant
pupnl ition In Karachi.

UBINIG, a Bangladeshi NGO,
carrfed out a research titled
Vulnerabllity and  Insecurily
among Rohingya women livin,
outside the camps and reporte ﬁ
varlous cases of disappearances
of young girls. Abductions ol
young women, rape and sexual
assaults are thus not uncom-
1mon.

Images Asla believes that the
actual number of Rohingvas in
Karachli Is likely to be much

higher since many of them con-
ceal their origin fearing depor-
tation to Myanmmar. Rohingya
community leaders in Karachi
speak of a total Rohingva
population of over 300,000.

The report said that Rohin-

gyva women from Myanmmar
are ftrapped. In Myanmmar,
they are deprived of citizenship

and face wide-scale
committed by the

atrocities
military

junta,

In Bangladesh, they are un-
wanted refugees, threatened
with repatriation or deportation,
and unable to meet their most
basic needs. For many, the only
option left to them in order to
survive Is being traflficked to
Pakistan to face an uncertain
future that often holds further
abuses.

During the journey across
the subcontinent they can be
caught in the web of ruthless

trallic kers At every stage of the
trip they are valnerable to sex-
ual violence, physical abuse, as
well as other forms of exploita-
tion, whether in the hands of
the traflicker, the police, border
guards, or while in detention

In Pakistan, some have been
sold into slavery and prostitu-
tion. while many more survive
as illegal immigrants i extrene
poverty In the squalor of the
Karachl slhams. Others have
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l_h-ge Hospital.

' BNP Chairperson addresses party workers outside the Zia International Airport on her return

from Saudi Arabia yesterday.

Boiling oil
sprinkled on
thirsty girl

A city hotel employee yester-
day sprinkled l}f}tlllng oil on a
minor girl as she took water
from its glass to quench her
thirst, inflicting burn injury on
her throat, reports UNB.

Police said Parveen, 9, who
lives in ‘Joynaler Basti’ in Ram-
pura area, went to nearby hotel
Surma at about 11 am and
sought water from waiter Ja-
maluddin.

The waiter refused. But the
thirsty girl took water defying
him that angered the waiter. He
threw boiling oil on her.

Hearing the girl's scream lo-
cal people rushed to the spot

and beat Jamal. Later. police
arrested Jamal. Parveen was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-

Eve teasing: 22
KU students

punished
From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 23: Khulna
university  authorities have
punished 22 students including
four females on charge of cre-
ating a law and order situation

on the campus and in the halls
on July this year.

Two groups of students of
the university clashed on the
day over eve teasing. Both

d”(l
rooms in the

groups chased each other
ransacked some
dormitories.

The authorities took the de-
cision at a meeting yesterday on

the basis of the recommenda-
tions of the disciplinary com-
nittee

The committee submitted its
report to the Vice-Chancellor on
September 13 recommending
actions against the students.

According to the recommen-

S page 11 col 6

Killing at Jurain
club: None
arrested yet

By Staff Correspondent

None of the FIR-listed ac-
cused (n Friday's murder of one
person at Janata Club at East
Jurain in the city was arrested
till yesterday.

The victim, Idris Molla. 45. a
vendor, died while being taken
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital after he was beaten at the
club,

The accused are Mahbub
Akhter Ratan, Mokbul, Tutul
and Hatkata Chandu, according
to the FIR lodged with Shyam-
pur thana by Kulsum Begum,
wile of Molla.

Instead, police have

See page 11 col 6
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People are now united
to topple this
govt, says Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has said the Awaml League
%m:*rmmml. alter “completely
ailing” to run the country, has
intensified repressive measures
on people and resorted to kill-
ing, kidnapping and anarchy to
cling to power.

The people are now united
under nationalist forces to top-
ple this “repressive” government
she said and hoped that the
Almighty would soon free the
nation from their hand.

Khaleda Zia was briefly ad-
dressing a huge gathering at
Zia International Airport on her
return from Saudi Arabia yes-
terday mr:-rmng, She went to
KSA on September 13 at the

invitation of Kin
form Umrah
chieck-up.
She sald people of all walks
of life, particularly professional
bodies, have already launched
movement against the govern
ment as it betrayed with them.

g Fahd to per-
and for medical

She called for building
united resistance against the
government.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament sald Laxmipur
district BNP leader Advocate
Nurul Islam was Kkidnapped
lour days ago but the district
administration is vet to take
any effective step 10 =escae -him,

A massive movement will be

-""t'l‘.:']'.l"-_'t BETHE

Four terrorists sent to jail

Political leaders in
Khulna on hit list

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 23: Four al-
leged terrorists arrested on Fri-
day at Miapara were sued un-
der PSA today with city BNP
vice president Shaharuzzaman
Martuza as the complainant.
They were accused of threat-
ening over phone to kill Mar-
tuza for- not paying money as
demanded earlier.

A case was filed with Khulna
thana In this connection.

Awami League leader and
former city mayor Kazi Aminul
Huq has been named in the FIR
as witness. The accused were
sent to district fail this noon.

The prayer for seven days'
remand will be heard tomorrow
in the CMM's court, said inves-
tigation officer SI Shahabuddin
Azad of Khulna thana.

Quoting statements of the

alleged terrorists, a top KMP
official requesting anonymity
said the accused came to

Khulna on September 13 to kill
some top political leaders. A

$1.5 lakh found
at ZIA toilet

Customs officials recovered
1.5 lakh US dollar equivalent to
Tk. 82.29 lakh from a toilet ol
Zia International Airport on
Friday night, reports BSS.

The dollar was found wraped
in a black polythene in five
bundles inside the f‘t’?i“ll% of a
toilet of the airport just before
the departure on Dubai-London
flight BG 003 at 11:45 pm, said

a press release.

non-political figure already
being suspected as mastermind
in the conspiracy to kill AL
mayoral candidate SMA Rab.
hired the killers, he said.

Tk 3 lakh was paid in ad-
vance in Dhaka in this regard
while the rest was supposed to
be paid in Khulna. But the
murder of city AL leader, first
target on the hit list, was de-
layed due to non-payment of
money, the terrorists said dur-
ing interrogation.

Two former*MPs Abul Hos-
sain of JP and Abdul Gaffar
Biswas of BNP, former Mayor
Kazi Amin of AL and vice presi-
dent of city BNP Shahruzzaman
Martuza filed general diaries
withh Khulna and Khalishpur
thanas [fearing attempts on
their lives by the terrorists.

Police also said that the four

See page 11 col 1

at Ctg Port
disrupted for
over 7 hours

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23
Container handling at Chit-
tagong Port was disrupted for
over seven hours from 10 am
today following assaull on a
trolley operator allegedly by a
stevedore in front MPB gate
at © am, police and port sources
sald.

The trailer and trolley op-
erators stopped container han-
dling protesting assault on one
their 'colleagues.

The comtainer handling was.,
however, restored at (5.30 pm
after amicable settlement of the
issue at a meeting organised by
Chittagong Port Authority, port
sources said.

The trouble started at 9 am
when a trolley hit a rickshaw
carrying the stevedore. The
stevedore allegedly assaulte
the operator of the trolley, re-
sulting In disruption of pori
activities.

A large number of police
have been deployed on port
premises following the incident.

Police raid AL
leader’s house:
Hartal ca]led in

LAXMIPU Sept 2d le
ruling party dmniuated Nagorik
Committee here called for a
half-day hartal tomorrow pro-
testing police raid in the house
of district Awami League Leader
and haraﬁsment of its inmates,
reports UNB.

More than 100 police led by
Additional Police Super and two
Magistrates raided the thana
road residence of Laxmipur
District Awami League General
Secretary and Pourasava
Chairman M A Taher on Friday

night. Police said that they
could not recover anything from
his house.

Police ransacked and dam-
aged wvaluables in the house
and
mates, Taher said.

Protesting the incident.

See page 11 co} 8

BNP protest
rally today

BNP will Il{Jlti a rally at 4 pm
today at Muktangan in the city
to protest kidnapping of Luxmi-
pur BNP leader Advocate Nurul
Islam. killing of BNP leader
Advocate abibur Rahman
Mondal. deteriorating law and
order situation and price hike of
essentials, reports BSS.

Mannan Bhuiyan
operated upon

By Staff Correspondent

Doctors at the Mount Eliza-
beth Hospital in Singapore
yvesterday successfully set up
stints on two minor blocs on
the artery of BNP Secretary-
General Abdul Mannan Bhui-
van's heart.

Earlier on Friday, the physi-
cians detected two minor bloes
in the heart of Bhuiyvan through
angeogram. He is quite healthy.
sald a press release.

Doctors have suggested
Bhuiyan to stay at the hospital
for a few days under their su-
pervision. He is expected to

return home in the middle of
this week.

Nigerian govt trying to
curb int’l fraud

Bangladesh Bank informed

By Staff Correspondent

The Nigerian High Commis-
sion in Dhaka has informed the
Bangladesh Bank regarding the
efforts taken by its government
to curb the menace of "Advance
Fee Fraud' in that country,

The High Commission re-
cently forwarded a press state-
ment ol the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) to the Governor of
Bangladesh Bank and re-
quested for its circulation.

The practice of frandulence,
known as ‘419, was there since
early 1990s, said CBN.

The Daily Star published a

report on the f{ssue late last
tonth.
Referring to The Dally Star

report, a letter of the Nigerlan
High Commission said that the
first resident High Commis-

sioner of Nigeria in Bangladesh,
Abdullahi Madaki Bage, had
advised some  Bangladeshi
businessmen not to try to reap
where they had not séwn.

According to CBN, the 419
scam starts with a letter ol so-
licitation, followed by telefax or
telex messages. Such lelters
often offer transfer of huge
amounts of money, usually In
US dollars, to the bank ac-
counts of their recipients.

A favourable response to a

letter is followed by excuses
why the Tunds can nol be re-
mitted readily, and subse-

quently by demands for pro-
portionate share of pavment of
various ‘taxes’ to facilitate proc-
essing and remittance of the
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