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s Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) in as-

sociation with Centre for Trade Policy and Law (CTPL) of Can-
ada will inaugurate a 3-day long Policy Appreclation Workshop

on "WTO an

Bangladesh.” Chiel guest: Minister for Industry

Tofail Ahmed. Venue: CIRDAP auditorfum, 17 Topkhana Road.

Tine: 9.30-10.30 am.

Prize distribution ceremony: The prize distri.

bution ceremony of Begu

m Badrunnessa Government Women's

College will be held to mark the conclusion of its Education and
Cultural Week 2000. Chief guest: State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Saveed. Venue: Auditorfum of Shishu Academy. Tiine:

11,00 am.

Print exhibition: The first solo exhibition of A Rah.
man will be inaugurated. Venue: Zainul Gallery ol Institute of

Fine Arts, Dhaka University. Time: 4.00 pm.

Seminar: Health for All (Shobar Jonnyo Shashto) will hold
a seminar on “Alternative Food for Babies: National and Inter-
national Guidelines for Marketing Control.” Keynote speaker: Dr

Sumalva Hossain,

Bangladesh

Breastfeedin Foundation.

Venue: Gano Shasthaya Nagar Hospital, House No 14/E, Rd No
6. Dhanmondi R/A. Thne: 5.30 pm.

CIS SEIIlillal“: Centre for International Studies (CIS) will
hold a seminar and the launching ceremony as_an{ approved
Centie ol Institute of Business Administration, UK, Venue: IDB

auditorivan. Time: 600 poy

Discussion: Bangldesh Chhatra Federation (BCF) will
hold a discussion on Present Scenario of Education: Socio-

economiec Perspective.” Prof Sirajul Iskun (-:h”“‘dh“r}'-l Prof f.\““
Muluimmad and Faizul Hakim will take part in the discussion
Venue: DUCSU caleteria, DU campns. Tune: 4. .30 pm.

Award

Rishore Sangs

iVing Cel‘emony. Monajatuddm Shishu
E*i!ik Suiriti Sangsad has organised a ceremony

to give awayv Monajatuddin Gold Medal 2000. A discussion
mrﬁmg and a cultural function will also be held on the occa-

sfon. Venue: PHED auditorivm.

14. Shaheed Captain Mansur

Ali Sarani. Kakrail. Time: 4:15 pm.
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Far Prasm

of Dhiaka University will hol

Puja. Chiefl guest: Provost of Jaganualth
Bhattacharja. Venue: Praying room of th

Discussion meeting: ex-students of Jagannath Hall

a discussion meeting on Durga

Hall Dr Durgadas
e hall. Time: 6.00 pm.
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Moderate rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at many places over Rajshahi,
Khulna. Dhaka and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over
Barisal and Chittagong divisions with nmdcralte_l_v heavy falls at
places over Rajshahi, Khulna and Dhaka divisions till 6 pm

today. reports UNB.

Day temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over the
countrv during the period. Met office said.

The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
34 0 degree Celsius was at Chittagong and the lowest 22.5 de-

gree Celsfus at Sayedpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:53 pm and rises

tomorrow at 5:48 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Citv Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max  Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 3.0 Zo:] 70 96
Chittagong 340 246 85 80
Rajshali afet 232 98 93
Kl 31.4 2386 90 83
Barisal gl 230 87 86
Syaet J1.0 - 255 83 79
Cox’s Bazar 33.0 5.7 81 91

THERE

BAAS
By DU Correspondent

Prof Niaz Zaman. President
of Bangladesh Association of
American Studies (BAAS) and
chairperson. the Departinent of
English of Dhaka University,
vesterday handed over a set of
books to Vice Chancellor Prof
AK Azad Chowdhury for the
Department of American Stud-
1C5.

Among others, Pro VC Prof
Shahadat Ali, and Director
General of Bangla Academy Prof
Syed Anwar Hossain were pres-
ent on the occasion.
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Sangbadik forum

A nine-member city com-
mittee of Bangladesh Mano-
badhikar Sangbadik Forum was
formed here vyesterday with
Towhidul Islam (Ingilab) and
Mohsinul Kariin Lebu (Mukta-
kKantha) as president and gen-
eral secretary respectively, a
press release said yesterday,.
reports BSS.

The committee was formed
in a meeting at its office premn-
ises. the release added.

It was presided over by advi-
sor of the Forum Abdul Aziz.

E— = T e e

The Elepha

nt Road branch of Datapro Computer Education

Cenlrp was naugurated yesterday with the holding of a
f?nf:tmn at the VIP Lounge of National Press Club. Creative
Visions organised the launching ceremony.

Hit list
From page 12

arrested were brought ¢
another AL leader ’E']llﬂ lt; 52}
manding arrest of Rab's. Killers
and other godfathers behind the
conspiracy. Our dssignment
was (o Kill this AL leader to
divert attention of the people
from Rab murder, the terrorists
sald during Interrogation.
Meanwhile, Security around
the AL leader's residence was

strengthened sinee some  ter-

; r .lllf’lll continues,

rorists of the are still at
*"F‘t!'g'”- Police Umﬁa sald hunt
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Tarek Hossain, 30. one of
the four arrested, hails froni
Fatikchhari thana of Chit-
tagong. He is an accused in JP
leader Abul Kashem Murder
Case and a suspect In CPB
leader Comrade Ratan  Sen
Murder Case in which BNP
leader Martuza is the primne
accused,

Martuza was

arrested by the
CID I Dhaka
2 |

|.,'T‘i !, I 1710 !in't
m' & labedld i
~ atters. e  allegedly
Ahreatened Martuza  for  not
~Paving money as agreed for
alan Sens musder, a police
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Aminul  Hag. ex-superint-
ending r_'npfinf:frr of PWD. diel
on September 22 at the age of
74, says a press release.

He 1s survived by his wife,
one son and two daughters.

His namaj-e-Janaza will be
held at his residence at House-
99YB, Road-27(0ld), Dhan-
;Lmtdi at 10 am on September

i

His qulkhwani will be held at
his residence after Asr prayers
on Seplember 26,

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of Abdul Man-
nan, a former deputy secretary,
will be held at his Pallabl res)-
denee at Mirpur in the city Asr
Prayc s woday, reports BSS.

Mannan died on Thursday
due to kidney and diabetes
complications at the age of 68.
He is survived by his wife, a son
and five daughters.

. News
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Rotary Club
recently.

Installation

ceremony of
Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central

The 17" Installation cere-
nmony of Rotary Club of Dhaka
Central was held at Hotel Pur-
bani in the city recently, sayvs a
press release.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
Deputy Minister for LGRD and
President of Bangladesh Cricket
Control Board, was present as
chief guest while Mahfuz Anam,
Editor of The Dalily Star, was
special guest.

Saber Hossain lauded the
contribution of Rotarians In
alleviating the suffering of the
downtrodden people of the
community. He also said that
Bangladesh cricket is marching
ahead step by step with a 5}w-
cilic target and we have a plan
to propose to hold World Cup
Cricket in the country in 2011.

President of Dhaka Central
Rotary Club Dr Belal Samad
PHF and his team promised to
create awareness and to serve
humanity through Paul Harris’
vision of service and fellowship.

The club has honoured its

Director, Club Service, and
At‘cmlnting Managt-‘r of Thai
Airways International Shahid

Igbal for his extraordinary effort
to make the club much stronger
and to keep image of the club at
high esteem.

Rohingya women

From page 12
spent many vears in jail. de-
tained under the Pakistan For-
cigners Act or under the Zina

section of the Hudood Ordi-
nance

In an interview by Chris
Lewa ol Images Asia, a slall

member of Dhaka Ahsania Mis-
sion (DAM), a Dhaka-based
NGO, related a specific case i1
which they got involved.

The Alisania Mission staff
narrated that in May 1998, a
bus carrying 71 passengers,
mostly women and children of
various ages, was driving from
Cox’'s Bazaar to Benapole (In-
dian border).

The driver got suspicious
about the passengers he was
carrying and when the bus
stopped at a petrol station, he

informed the police. The police

organised a road block near
Jessore and intercepted the
bus.

This way they found out that
all the passengers were going to
be trafficked illegally to India
The passengers were taken to
police custody. Most of them
told the police that they were
from the Cox's Bazar area.

However, when the police in-
vestigated the addresses that
they had given, these were ei-
ther non-existent or incomplete,
These women did not admit
they were Rohingyas, but the
police assumed they were

Opposition
From page 1

meeting only if the BNP Chair-
person agrees,” JP Presidium
member Kazi Firoz Rashid told
this correspondent.

‘I do not see any reason to
call hartal now,” said 10J leader
ARM Abdul Matin. "I think it
will be unwise to call hartal
without any major issue."

He said the alliance should
now step up its mass contact to
mobllise public support before
going for tougher action pro-
grammes against the govern-
ment.

Assistant Secretary General
of Jamaat Mohammad Kama-
ruzzaman said there is a pro-
posal for calling hartal center-
ing the kidnapping of a Laxmi-
pur district BNP leader but no
decision has been taken as vet
“f do vort find any valid reason
to call a hartal in an
L LS A

BNP sources said the party
has planned a series of public
meetings, demonstrations and
moass processjions. It has also
suggested holrllu{g of joint pub-
lic meetings of the four parties
in greater districts (n the com-
ing months.

They also said other compo-
nents of the alllance have also
agreed to hold such meetings to
be addressed by Khaleda Zia,
HM Ershad, Golam Azam and
Azizul Haqg at Comilla, Dina-
Jpur, Sylhet, Noakhali, Barisal
and Faridpur In phases.

A senlor BNP leader said
they plan to hold joint meeting
at Comilla, Dinajpur, Syllet
and Noakhall next month.
Dates of the meetings will be
announced from the
M},'mr'nnin‘gh meeting,

Meanwhile, alllance sources

isolatedd

sald pn:im rations have been
completed for making tomor-
rows joint meeting a ‘grand

success'. Many central leaders

of the four parties arc already

at Mymensingh,

One source, however, poi
nted out that there s a strong
resentment in BNP over tle
decision that JP Vice Chafriman
Roushan Ershad will preside
over the meeting,

. o
of Dhaka Central
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Chowdhury

held its 17 installation cermony at Hotel Purbani in the city

80 pc of city’s domestic
help is female and
34 pc of them children

By Staff Correspondent

Eighty per cent of Dhaka's
domestic workers is female and
one-third (33.6%) of the total
nmunber is children between the
ages of 5 and 14 years, ac-
cording to a survey conducted
by Bangladesh Institute of La-
bour Studies (BILS).

Al a seminar on “Soclo-
economic Situation of Female
Domestic Workers in Dhaka

City”™ in the city on Thursday,
BILS Information Officer SM
Morshed said domestic workers
are an lmportant part of the
non-formal labour sector of
Bangladesh.

The survey was conducted to
get an insight into the overall
situation of the sector including
reasons lor taking up the occu-
pation, child-labour situation,
health and safety matters,
working hours, wages, facilities
and violation of workers' rights.

Based on a questionnaire
consisting of 18 questions, a
BILS Survey Team interviewed
a total of 125 maidservants in
the city's Lalmatia, Dhanmondi,
Kalabagan, Mohammadpur,
Eskaton and Rampura area.

Among the interviewed
maidservants 50.4 per cent
were found to be illiterate, 71.2
per cent chose the profession
due to poverty and 8 per cent
left their own houses due to
domestic violence to take up
this profession

Almost 85 per cent of the
maidservants work 8 tol2

hours a day and the rest, 13 to
15 hours. Forty-eight per cent
said they are used to being
locked when their employers go
out of the house. Forty-one per
cent of the respondents said
they get Tk100-200 as monthly
salary.

Regarding torture, 70 per
cent abstained from making
any comments, as they were

interviewed in the presence of
their ﬂni}lnyrrﬁ. Fourteen per
cent said they are physically
abused by the family members
of employers., while 15.2 per
cent spoke of mental torture.
Salma Ali, Advocate and Ex-
ecutive Director of Bangladesh
National Women's Lawyers As-
sociation and Shamim Reza,
Lecturer of Mass Communica-
tion and Journalism, made
recormmendations for formalis-
ing the process of appointment
of housemaids including regis-
tration, Trade Union, as well as
implementing the penal sanc-
tions for employing children in
domestic sector.
Recommendations were also
made for providing non-formal
education to maidservants,
ending all kinds of violence
against them. fixed work hours
according to national and in-
ternational labour standards,

nitiun wage and cusuring a
sale and secure working envi
ronnient  including a  decent
place to sleep

v replenis

Khaleda

From page 12
launched if the govermment fails
to rescue Nurul Islam unhurt,
she warned.

City BNP President Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP also ad-
dressed the gathering.

Earlier, central leaders and
thousands of activists of BNP
and its front organisations as-
sembled at the airport and on
roads nearby to greet their
leader. They chanted wvarious
slogans.

he leaders included Saifur
Rahman, Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury. Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Chowdhury Tanveer
Alimed Siddique, Moudud Ah-
nmied, Ashraf Hossain.

At the VIP lounge at ZIA, she
talked with senior party leaders
and inquired about the condi-
tion of party Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, now
undergoing treatment in Singa-
pore,

Khaleda Zia performed Um-
rah on September 13 and
stayed in Mecca till September
15. She offered fateha at the
rouja of Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SM) at Madina on
September 16. She had a medi-
cal check-up at King Faisal
Hospital in Rivadh.

Nigerian govt
From page 12

promised funds.

“Use of fake documents of
the government, Central Bank
of Nigeria, Nigeria National Pe-
trolenm Corporation, etc., is a
common practice,” the CBN
statement said,

It said that CBN has given
advertisements in over 80
newspapers and magazines in
12 languages In 36 countries in
its efforts to forewarn all corpo-
rations and individuals who are
likely to fall prey to the scam
and thereby curb proliferation
of ‘419",

“Unfortunately, the scam
continued unabated, even with
increasing sophistication, be-
cause of the eriminality, avarice
and greed of the so-called vic-
tims of the scam, who are also

villains,” the CBN statement
said.
In its letter to The Daily

Star, the Nigerian High Com-
mission sald, “Nigeria, now
experiencing civilan democ-
racy, has opened {ts door for
genuine business. The country
seeks entrepreneurs in various
sectors, Including the textile,
weaving and apparels sectors,
in which Bangladesh has ac-
quired expertise.”

US

From page 12

home heating oll stocks, low
crude oil stocks for the winter,
especially (n the Northeast area,
and the reason we're doing this
Is not for price, but to deal, with
disruption, to deal with the
roblems of extreme shortages.”
1e added,

The White House was under

pressure  from lawmakers (n
Congress to release oll from the
97 lomillioo-harmel reserve cre-
ated alted Arab oil

embargo. Some lawmakers sald
OPEC had gouged consumers
becanse the cartel did not in-
crease lprmiur.‘ilnu enough  to

 low petrolenm stocks,

Prot Yunus

From page |
lee to assess the present stan-
dards of IT education offered by
the different institutes, which is
not desirable.

“I urge the government not
to interfere and try to set stan-
dards,” Yunus said. The gov-
ernment may look into other
matters like whether the stu-
dents are being deceived or
trained properly.”

He disclosed that Grameen
Comimnunications have recently
tied up with Hewlett Packard to
introduce “"Grameen Health
Digital Centre” to enable poor
villagers to get access to latest
health services,

The poor will be able to get
various complicated test results
through on-line services
through these centres. "HP will
provide the technology while
the contents will be ours.”
Yunus said.

He said the people could not
get the [ruits of such various

other technologies due to gov-
ernment control on  telecon:-

ninnicanons

Former advisor to the care-
taker government Professor
Zamilur Reza Chowdhury said
there are many IT training in-
stitutes operating in the coun-
try. but having done expensive
iraining courses students are
not getting job, which raises
question about the standards of
these institutes,

He urged the institutes to
take aptitude tests before ac-
cepting these students for the
{'Kl'}t'll‘ﬁl'n.'i' colurses

“These tests will also enable
the training providers to assess
standards of the students and
reler them for another course
lor which he may be fit,” Profes-
sor Chowdhury said.

'See also Page 6)

¢ - . .
Pak generals
From page |
which were documented by the
international Press and human
rights organisations. If the gen-
erals remain unrepentant, there
Is little reason for Pakistan or
the International community to
protect their misdeeds by say-
ing them from facing the conse-

quences, he said.

Noting that the Chilean dic-
tator Pinochet was  recently
arrested, the former defence
titnister said that the said gen-
erals could face arrest for geno-
cide In Bangladesh, which has
already demanded the release of
HRC report to register a erimi-
nal case against them.

Ihe best way out for the
coward generals would be to
ask for forgiveness or be ready
to face the consequences. |t
appears that the coward gener-
als are still adamant and unre-
pentant and expect the armed

forces of Pakistan to defend
their  genoclde,  corruption,
drunkenness and loot and
plunder, he said.

Mirani called upon the
Armed Forces not to malign

thelr (mage by coming to the
defence of a handful of officers
who disgraced the country, the
arnied forces and all of human-
ity with thelr wanton crines
documented in the HRC report
and substantiated by the inter-
natlonal Press and human
rights organisations.

West Bengal

From page |
only 148 deaths in the flood (n
West Bengal.

At least 112 people died in
Murshidabad district, one of the
nine districts in northern West
Bengal that have been flooded
in the recent spate of floods.

As many as 44 people were
killed In Birbhum, 20 in Bard-
haman, 14 In Nadia, 10 in Mid-
napore, five in Hooghly, two
each In Bankura and North
Dinajpur and one in Howrah.

Most of deaths occurred
when the victims were swepl
away in the swirling flood wa-
ters. Many others died when
their mud and thatch homes
collapsed on them.

“The situation is apparently
worsening,” said Jurgen Wey-
and. country head of delegation
for the International Federation
of the Red Cross which dis-
patched a team to the allected
arcas on Friday.

KU students

From page 12
dations. seven students have
been fined Tk 5,000 each, three
Tk 500 each, one Tk 3000 and

another has been fined Tk
1000,
The authorities have ex-

pelled one student for a year
and cancelled seats of nine
students in residential halls.

Besides, guardians of all 22
students have been asked to
give undertaking to the Director
of Student Affairs of the univer-
sity that their sons and daugh-
ters will not be involved again
in such activities.

Most of the students of the
university have hailed the deci-
sion of the authorities.

Meanwhile, authorities of the
university have taken all pre-
cautionary measures to face
any unwanted situation on the
campus.

“Any kind of protest against
this decision will be severely
dealt with.” said a spokesman
of the VC. The varsity will re-
open tomorrow after a long va-
cation

Jurain club

From page 12
into custody one Rina Beguin
for questioning.

Rina had earlier complained
to Ratan, Mokbul, Tutul and
Chandu that her son Rana was
missing since he went out with
Molla's son Anwar about a
month back, Kulsum told this
correspondent

Shyampur police yesterday
claimed that Molla was not
taken to Janata Club but was
beaten in a nearby lane. The
OC however said Molla was not
severely tortured as reported in

newspapers.
He died after one or two
punches since he was very

week, the OC said. The cause of
his death will be known after
the autopsy report is available,
he added.

But sources at DMCH yes-
terday quoted the autopsy re-
port as saying that Molla died ol
assault injury.

Shyampur police also
claimed that no incident of
beating or murder could take
place at Janata Club since it
was patronised by an official of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police. The
club has also introduced com-
munity policing in the area,
they said.

Some residents of the area
however alleged that Ratan
used to call people to the Club
and beat them for money.

They claimed that Ratan and
his associates had called Molla
into the club Friday evening
and beat him. Lafer they sent
him to his house in a rickshaw.
When Molla returned home he
could hardly talk, Kulsum said
The family took him to DMCH,
where doctors declared him

dead. she added
Meherpur flood
fo rf‘in]g several

From page
bankments

hundred people to move to safe
shelter

The low-lying areas of the

two district towns have been
inundated while the flood wa-
ters threatened the road link

between the two districts. Tor-
rential rains in the past several
days aggravated the situation.
Two flood related deaths in-
cluding the drowning of a child

were recorded in Rajshahi in
the past four days, officials
said.

The FFWC said different riv-
ers in the Brahmaputra (Ja-
muna), Padma and the Meghna
basins were flowing above their
danger marks at 11 points.

They said the Padma at Ra-
jshahi and Hardinge Bridge
points would mark further rise
though the river was likely to
remain steady at the Bhagyvakul
point in Munshiganj in the next
two days.

The Brahmaputra, however
Is expected to IJ;H at all points
from Chilmari to Aricha in the
two davs

Gournadi
From page |2
Razzak Howlader and Munshi
group also looted eight houses
of their opponents and allegedly
kidnapped a supporter of
Mridha and Sattar group during
the clash. Police could not trace
him tll filing of this report at
7:30 pm today.

Police rushed to the spot af-
ter two hours and dispersed the
{*Iﬁsahingc‘gruups by firing blank
shots and tear gas shells.

They also arrested three per-
sons - Manik 40, Zahir, 25.
and Wares, 50, from the spot,

A tense situation is prevail-
ing in the area,

Akhteruzzaman

From page |

hury. Khandaker Delwar Hos-
sain, Dr Khandaker Mosharral
Hossain, Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, Ashraf Hossain  and
Barrister Aminul Haqg held n
mecting at the oflicial restdence
ol the Leader of the QOpposition
in Parliament yesterday evening
and discussed all aspects of the
letter,

From page |
staged a f,rﬂndslanrl finish with
two world records in the men's
and women's 4x100m medley
relays to maintain thelr domni-
nance in the pool.

The wins gave the US a haul
of 33 swimming medals, 12 of
them gold, finishing a pool
length clear nfmmlraﬁu with 18
medals, five gold, and the Neth-
erlands also with five gold In a
total ol eiglit.

Australia's
the Linited States
ming s superpower
and truly sunk,

Grant Hackett did restore
some honour with his first
Olymple medal, but he had to
beat Kieren Perkins into second
in a 1-2 Aussle final, denyin
Perkins a third consecutive gn]ﬁ
in the men's 1,500m free.

Adding to US celebrations,
Jenny Thompson became the
most decorated woman swini-
mer in Olympic history. Her
freestyle anchor In the relay
team gave her a third gold in
Australla for a career total of
elght - all in relays - as well as
an individual silver and bronze

Australia did get one back
on the United States with a 4-3
win in the . first Olympic
women's water polo final with
Yvette Higgins notching the
winner with 1.13sec left on the
clock

British rower Redgrave be-
came a legend Saturday with a
fifth consecutive gold medal,
laying claim to being the great-
est rower of all time

The accolade was acknowl-
edged by none other than 10C
president Juan Antonio Sa-
maranch who presented Red-
grave with a special gold Olym-
pic pin for his unprecedented
record in an endurance sport

The 38-year-old Redgrave
wlio teamed with Mathew Pin-
sent, Tim Foster and James
Cracknell to beat Italy by less
than half a second in the cox-
less four final, reversed tlie
Olympic motto, making clear

dethrone
as swihn-
was well

ahm to

The Blaily Star 11

Greene, Jones fastest

that it Is the winning that
cournts to him,

“‘Second best is not gmul
enough, it's. who crosses the

line first,” said the man whose
ﬁnltl medal run began at to Los
ngeles in 1984.

f
Only Hungarian Aladar Ger-

evich - in the far less physically
exacting fencing - L;-m done
better with six golds between
1932 and 1960,

Paola Pezzo of ltaly made it
two consecutive womern's cross
country mountain bike gold
medals, while Slovenia and
Ukraine closed out the shooting
competition with golds.

The carnage in the men's
tennis  tournament continued
when Swedish third seed Mag-
nus Norman sent packing by
fired-up Frenchman Arnaud Di
’asquale to leave only five of
the 16 men's seeds In the tour-
nament.

Spain’s Conchita Martinez
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario,
second in Barcelona and third
in Atlanta were eliminated be-
fore the medal rounds by Be-

larus’'s Natasha Zvereva and
Olga Barabanshchikova
And in the men's {ootball

Brazil coach Wanderley Luxem-
burgo - already under fire after
a poor slart to their World Cup
qualifying campaign - will be
feeling the heat after a golden
goal from Cameroon ensured a
2-1 win for the Africans and
elimination for the Latin Ameri-
CdAllS.

In an all-China women's
badminton doubles final, top
sceds Ge Fei and Gu Jun beat
second seeds Huang Nanvan
and Yang Wei.

On Tfll" overall

niedal table

the United States. dominating
the track and the pool today.
have 20 pold medals and 49

overall at the end of the dayv's
-'!Jllllj“'HHZ’Jli

China are now clearly sec.
ond with 17 gold medals, Aus
tralin and France have 10 while
italy has nine

TUs 1 BERZs
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son was included in it at the
discussion
The officlal news agency

Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) in a news item a few days
ago said that President Bill
Clinton asked the US admini-
stration to look into the GSP
facilities for Bangladesh “sym-
pathetically”

This followed the recent
meeting between Hasina and
Clinton at the UN Millennium
Sumimit

Earlier the GSP sub-

comimittee had rejected Bangla-
desh government's explanation
on the trade union issue. The
government had submitted a
proposal of forming
commitiees and independent
tribunals in the EPZs ©
disputes and ensure justice |
the workers

The US government has
beenn pressing for ensuring

workers' freedom and right of
association. The US view is that
workers' committees should be
lormed through election while
Bangladesh government de-
cided to form the committees
through selection

The GSP sub- committee
was preparing a recommernda-
tion for cancelling the GSP fa-
cilities for export from Bangla-
desh.

[he USTRO initiative fol
lowed a petition submitted by
the largest federation of trade
unions in US-- AFLCIO-- urging
revocation of GSP facilities for
Bangladesh for not allowing
trade union (TU) activities in its
iwo EPZs.

'he AFLCIO raised an up-
roar that though Bangladesh
government had committed to
withdraw restriction on TU ac-
tivities in EPZs by 1997, it did
not take any initiative in this
regard

Major foreign investors at
Dhaka and Chittagong EPZs
have indicated that they might
reconsider their investment il
TUs are allowed there. The TU-
ree atmosphere is one of their
main attractions lor mvestment
in the EPZs of Bangladesh

Hasina
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stature ol a developed nation by
2020.

But, she told the rally, “It's
sad that when we are working
hard to improve socioeconomic
status of the people, increase
praoduction and attain a self-
reliant economy, the opposition
resorts to variegated conspira-
cies to mislead people and
frustrate the government initia-
tives.”

Hasina said under the newly
launched Primary School Sti-
pend Project, some 44.000 poor
Students would get financial
assistance to continue their
studies. She said the scheme
would encourage primary edu-
cation for all and check drop-
out.

She asked all students, in-
cluding the workers of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League, her
party's student wing. to supporl
the literacy drive across the
country.

The PM also urged the
wonien to ensure polio vaccine
for their babies to get rid of
deadly polio discases.

Hasina said steps had been
taken to fight against arsenic
contamination of groundwater
and rehabilitate leprosy pa-
tients under the Asrayan proj-
ect, In Gazipur district,

Education Minister A S H K
Sadique, State Minister for Pri-
mary Education Satish
Chandra Roy, State Minlister for
LGRD Adv Rahmat All. Mem-
bers of Parliament Ahsanullah

Master, Akhtaruzzaman. Alsar
Uddin  Khan., Meher Alros
Chumki, Tangi Pourashova
Chairman Ajmat Ullah Khan

and senjor government bureaun-
crats also spoke at the meeting
A KM Mozaminel Huqg chaired
the fanction. ,

welfare

resolve

Municipal polls
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Jagannathganij where  vio-
lence is apprehended

Chairman of Kuliarchar mu-

nicipality in Kishoreganj has
been elected unopposed. Elec-
uon fo posts ol commissioner

will be held on Tuesday
Elections in 136 muni ipali-
ties were held during Februan
23-25 last yvear and in anothes
|8 later that vear

But polling in 19 muni
palities could not be held dus
O cases over various disput:
I1SSs11es l

The EC 1Y August
2lannounced the schedule fos

holding election in the 19 mu-
nicipalities. But
postponed in six municipalities
because of fresh disputes

Despite an opposition boy-
cotl, many opposition activists
are contesting the municipal
elections this time was the
case last veai

PM’s visits
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invitation ol its Aunir. The offi
cial visit to Washinston is
scheduled to take place on O
tober 17 and 18. Howeve:
mayv bhe sq aled ds WIl [0 a SIngil«
lav-October 17

The detailed itinerarv of Ha
sina s oflicial trip to Washingto
is being worked out by officials
at the White House and Dh .

and is expected to be mads
known shorth

The prime minister is
scheduled to leaw for the
United States n October 15
and returm to Dhaka on Oct
ber 21 Her L'!]'i"[ US schedules
may take her to some m

cities including New York. This
would be her third trip to th
United States this vean

The prime minister would
pay a two-dav trip to Kuwail
beginning on October 30 A
special envoy of the Amir ol
Ruwait Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Abdel Wahab

Mohammad Al Wazzan was
here recently to discuss the
details of her trip. The Kuwait
trip is expected to focus on im
porting more manpower from
Bangladesh. Of some two lakh
Bangladeshis in Kuwait, over
30,000 workers have been re-
cruited during the first half of
the current year.

Sheikh Hasina would return
fron Kuwaiti on November 1

Hartal in Laxmipur
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rally was held this afternos
C hawkbazar District
leader Rafiqul Haider
hury presided
Harunur Rashid MP, District
AL President A K M Shahjahan

n al
JS1)

C howd-

Kamal, Jubo League General
Secretary Advocate Kazi Igbal
Hossain and former MP and
district JP (Ershad) President
Mohammad Ullah addressed
the rally. Later a procession

Imrlulm'l thruugh the main ai
cas of the town

Earlier, the district AL lead
ers at a press conference pro
tested the police action

They said 24 Awami Leagus

Jubo League and Chhatra
League activists were Killed and
more than 200 were injured,
but lice could not arrest any
of the Killers.

AL leaders also resented the
failure of police to rescue dis-
trict unit BNP Orﬁmisin Sec-
retary Advocate Nurul Islam.
who was abducted on Septem-
ber 18. They demanded imme-
diate rescue of Nurul Islam and
arrest of the culprits

Cricketers
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Bangladesh will start their
maiden Southh Atrica with a
four-day match against a pro-
vineinl team on Octoher 12-15
They will also play three -
iled-overs  matches  against
South Africaa A betare retunmng
home on October 25
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