Primme Minister Tony Blair to
resolve the banana and other
trans-Atlantic trade dispultes
Britain fears Ll Scottish
cashmere industry will be hit by
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EU voices hopes
of banana row
breakthrough

BRUSSELS, Sept 23: Euro-
pean Union officials voiced high
hopes vesterday that their lat-
est proposal to settle a long-
running trade dispute over ba-
nanas will satisfy the United
States and get US sanctions
lifted. says Reuters

EU experts are working out
the details of a “first come, lirst
served” mechanism to divide up

the 15-nation bloc's banana
import quotas and bring (ts
system into line with World
Trade Organisation (WTO)
rules

The EU's executive commis-
sion is due to adopt a report on
the proposed system on October
4 and present it 1o EU foreign
ministers on October 9

Since the WTO ruled against
the EU's current banana import
rules last vear, the EU has been
ntlnyﬁulmg' to come up with an
alternative that satisfies the
United States and Latin Ameri-
can producers who challenged
the existing rules as well as
producers in EU territories and
the Caribbean

the EU is under pressure to
solve the dispute the
United States has imposed
S191 million of sanctions on El
goodds in retaliation for the ba-
nana spat and is threatening to
the pressure by rotating
EU products hit with sanctions

US oflicials said last week
that President Bill Clinton had
delayved decision on rotating the
sanctions after efforts by British
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India to hike
fuel prices

NEW DELHI. Sept India
will fmplement an across-the
bDoard hike in the price of pe- |
(roleunm products (O olisel ]
surging global oil prices, Petro- |
leum Minister Ram Naik said
today, reports ArFP

Speaking to reporters after
. cabinet meeting. Naik said a
Drecis announcement on the |
extent and tuning of the hikes
vould be mnade at a later lixhi‘.' |

We have three options in
hand, the floating of oil bonds
i reduction of customs and
excise duties ind a hike in |
prices will be a mixture of
all thire Nalk said
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Bureau Veritas
frains customs
officers

eritas, a govern-
PS1 agent f{or
ted three sepa
rate training sessions lor the
customs officers [rom Septen
per 10 to September 21
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r'wo of these sessions were
held al !J'I.'| ka | 1HSILOoIn I]r,”x.r-
and the third was held at the

Training Academvy In
Chittagong

[hie  [first
Harmonised System classifica-
tion [he course emphasised
thie use of f-rlllin'll'r-'rilw'rl dala
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mider the harmonised system
The 2nd course was on the
customs valuation, using the
CGATT Value Code. It is notable
that Jangladesh customs
changed its value regime from
irussels definition of value to
the GATT valuation on Febru-
ary 15 this vear

The GATT valuation code is
being used by almost all the
members of WTO., The method
i markedly different from
Brussels Delinition of Value

(BDV) - tari{l value and empha-
sises the use of transaction
value for customs duty pur-
poses. Pierce Rouane, a cus-

toms expert working for the BV
group conducted these two ses-
Sions

The course in Chittagong on
“Fraud prevention and post
clearance andit”™ was conducted
by Garry Murphy. a British
customs expert and Andrew
Yell, a former British customns
oflicial. currently working for
Burcau Veritas Group,

expected to be in

of &L

wanted

COLLISES 111

Grameen Software launches
own IT education franchise

With a view to devloping
human resources for the global
information technology,
Grameen Software Ltd vester
dayv lormally launched (ts own
countrvwide IT education fran-

chis Grameen Star Educa-
tion (GSE),

Grameen DBank Chalrman
Prolessor Mubammad Yunus
inagurated the GSE at the

Grameen Bhavan in the city

I'he education franchise will
spread its operation throughout
the country to provide IT edu
cation in all divisional and dis
trict towns

he traning service providers

said that the GSE centres will
evaluate the current training
standard in the countrv and

woark lor removing the existing
deficiencies and gaps through
an integral training method.
Giving an overview of GSE,
Major Manzurul Haque (Retd),
Chief Operating Ollicer ol
Grameen Software Limited
(GSL), said that Bangadesh is
making rapid progress in the I1
industry. A number of IT parks
including Grameen IT park are
operation
within a short time. Various
local and foreign IT companies
will be operating from the I
parks and they would require
thousands of IT professionals
Besides, a large numbern
professionals will be
from Bangladesh to
meet global demand
He said that GSE
three
through semester

will offer
calegories
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duration ol each semester will
be four wmonths with three
classes per week. Each dav
students will take lessons for
lour hours

The lirst course, Grameen
Star Education Software Pro-

lessional (GCSP), will be divided

into three scemesters., ecach of
220 hours tit“xiglll'[[ 0 mmake
the students competent In

analysing, designing,
ing implementing, commis-
sfoning and debugpging solu-
tions based on Microsof and
Oracle platforms

lesy, l'lli[]--

| he second couse, he sald.
will be Grameen Star Certified
Network Engineer (GCNE),

devided into two semesters of
220 hours which will tlvrvlnp
the students as experts in Mi-
crosolt Windows 2000 nework-
ing environment

The third couse, Grameen
Star Certilied e-Technology
Prolessional (GCEP), "n'l.'l“ -
clude two semesters of 220
hours each for e-commerce
.!}"llilkqlrl'“ll lti'l.t'll.lli!‘["-\ The
students will hecome SIUN and
JAVA .l|I|1tl| atlon deve |r1|1|':| S

Fhe locus areas will e sil
designing. site hosung, appli-
cation development security
implementation monitoring
and administration ol e

comimerce sies

Sved Ahsan Habib, an IT ex-
pert who works with the World
Bank Lthie new tech-
nology has brought opportuni
ties for the third world nations
to change their economic situa-
tion

b |I.I

He sald that many develop-
g countries were failing to tap
this opportunity due to lack of
human resources

Habib said Bangladesh also
lacks human resources to tap
businesses and many private
training providers are coming
up to create IT professionals
He also urged the IT centres to
ensure standards of edeuation.

Atlig-e-Rabbani, General Se-
cretry of Banglades Association
for Soltware Information Service
(BASIS), said it will take some
more thne for the country's IT
sector to vield results, ‘

BASIS President SM Kamal
also stressed the need for
trained human resources to
compete in the global environ-
ment

President of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) Aftabul Islam was also
hopeful about the country's IT
uture.

He said that 30 per cent of
'l prolessionals \ﬁ.'nl'klllg in the

LISA are from South East
Asia

[arun Kumar Mintra,
Country Operation Head of
Aptech, said back-office auto-

mation business worth trillion
dollars offers a big scope for
Bangladeshi IT professionals
and mentioned that India and
Phillipines were already ruling
the field

The Daily Star Editor Mahuz
Anam and Deputy Managing
Director of Grameen Bank
Khaled Shams also spoke on
the occassion.
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Secretarv Bill Richardson addresses reporters
a press conference at the Departiment of Energy in
Washington, DC, Friday. Richardson announced that US

President Bill Clinton has directed a release of 30 million
barrels of oil from the government's emergency reserves to

offset the rising prices of oil

in the US. This 1s the first

release of reserves since 1991 during the Gulf War

- AFP photo

Nepal to move
industries out
of capital

KATHMANDU, Sept 23
Nepall  Prime  Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala said Friday that
the Nepali government would
move all industries out of
Kathmandu valley to relieve the
valley of heavy pollution, The
Kathmandu Post reported to-
day, savs Xinhua.

Koirala announced the deci-
sion here while addressing a
function to mark the 217 Social

Service Dav.
“The project would help re-
duce the valley's burgeoning

population by as much as 50
per cent and will indeed help
the burden of the valley,
said Koirala

“If everything turns out to be

e B L

as planned. then Kathman-
duites will be freed from gar-
]J.!gv Liavooe wate] scarcity,
pollution and the like.”

Kathmandu valley consists
of three municipalities, namely
Katlunandu, Patan and Bhak-
Lapur

What makes Koirala's an-

nouncement significant is that
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has agreed to assist the
Nepali government in the effort.

| have already talked to the
ADB officials and they have
agreed to provide infrastructure
inn a scheme to relocate all the
industries, including carpet and
garment factories, of the valley,”
said Koirala
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Profesor Muhammad Yunus inaugurates Grameen Star Education at Grameen Bhaban in the
city yesterday. Prof Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, former advisor of caretake government. is also

seen

India to help set up jt venture
cement plant at Chhatak

Delh

1 okays

NEW DELHI, Sept 23 L1 pacity of 1.2 million tonnes
Indian government today ap per anumumn based on liine stone
proved the exchange of letters (o be exported from Meghalava
witl dJangladesh  indicating India, the sources said
support to the establishment ol lhe quarry in India will be

a 5210 million
in Chhatak and

cement ],ri_uli |
committed to

[acilitate mining of limestone
and shale, [J..;qi;-[ crossing by
technical personnel and con
struction and maintenance of a

| 7-kim conveyor belt, says BSS

The approval to the ex-
change of letters for the joint
venture project by a French
company Lalarge Surma Ce-
ment Ltd in collaboration witl
Bangladesh’'s Mawshuin Miner-
als Private Lid came at a cabi-
net meeting presided over by
Primme Minister Atal Beharl Va-
jpayee. official sources said

The cement plant will have a

connected to the cement plant
in Chhatak (Bangladesh) by a
| 7-km long conveyor belt, the
sources said .|11r111l;_r to execute
this |:I'-!]l‘{l it 1s necessary to
operational clearance in
support of the establishment of
this cross border project.”

In another major deecision,
the cabinet approved the pPro-
posal for roll back of retirement
age ol board level and below
board level I‘HI.[‘.I']H\.I'I'H ol Na-
tional Textile Corporation Limn-
ited and Its subsidiary compa-
nies from 60 to 58 vears with
immediate effect

The decision will lead to an

ISssue

cxchange of letter

estimated savings in the wage
bill approximately rupees 62
crore per annum on account of
superannuation of about 4370
employees

Meanwhile, Dbriefing news-
men after the meeting parlia-
mentary aflfairs minister Pra-
mod Mahajan saild that prices
of petroleum products may be
revised in the next 48 hours in
view of sharp rise in crude oijl
irices in the International mar-

xl‘l‘

Mahajan told reporters that

the petroleum  minister in-
formed the cabinet about the
sharp rise in oil pool defieit,
which s estimated to rise to

over 24 thousand crore rupee at
the end of current fiscal. if the
prices were not revised.

BANGALORE, India. Sept
23: More than 25 Indian peas-
ants groups and foreign dele-
gates will join a “Seed Tribunal”
conference here Sunday to
launch a fight against the glob-
alisation of the seed industry,
organisers said Saturday, says
AFP.

The stars of the meet are
Jose Bove, France's anti-
globalisation hero and Percy
Sclhunelser, a Canadian farmer
who is highting an alleged pat.
ent rights violation case againslt
a local subsidiary of Monsanto,
the US-based agro-chemical
and seed firn

The two-day event will cul-
minate in a rally scheduled to

be attended by more than
100,000 farmers from this
southern Indian state of Kar-

nataka, of which Bangalore is
the capital, the organisers said
“The Woild Bank, the foreign
corporations and the \’m"uﬁ{l
Trade Organisation have wiped
out the Indian public sector
firms and allowed multinational

companies to operate in the
Indian seed Industry.” said
Vandana Shiva. an Indian

Ecologist who is heading the
conference.

“The liberalisation of the
seeds Industry and the arrival
of the gene giant Monsanto, has
resulted in frequent crop fail-
ures, huge expenses for pesti-
cides and high level of debts for
the farmers,” Shiva said.

Crenetic
seeds is failin

engineering ol
in industrialised
nations. In Europe it is not
cominercial to sell them. So
they are targettlu;]{ Asia and
India. Monsanto will collapse if
it does not grab Indian market,”
she said.

"We cannot afford the Mon-
santo lv(*llnﬂlnrg\' for India as
most of the farmers will be
wiped out. The seed exchanges
among farmers has been a topic

Orion Registrar
Inc. organises
training on
[SO 9001: 2000

A day-long training pro-
gramme on [ISO 9001:2000 was
held at BRAC Centre Inn in the
city recently, says a press
statement.

Orfon Registrar Inc.. a Colo-
rado. USA-based [SO 9000 cer-
tification body, sponsored the
training programime.

Paul M Burck, President of
Orion,conducted the training

New requirements of the [SO
9001:2000 version were dis-
cussed iIn the training pro-
grammie, Some case studies of
Orion  American clients who
have already complied with 1SO
9001: 2000 were presented in
the training.

It may be mentioned that
Orion Registrar Inc. has been
rated the best registrar in USA
Aand Canada for nhwo consecutive
vears - 1999 and 2000 - by the
Quality Digest, USA
~ Orion is also the largest
registrar in Bangladesh. SIxty
top and senlor management
staff of 30 companies attended
the training.

Indian farmers to campaign
against global seed firms

of discussion in the government
but the government has been
hijacked by corporations,”
Shiva argued.

Monsanto has been in the
thick of controversy in India
after the government cleared a
plan for trials of genetically-
engineered cotton seeds despite
opposition from non-
governmental forums.

Globally, the world's top 10
seed companies control one

Nual Housing Finance &
Home Morigage Loans available for

k Construction of houses
Purchase of houses or apariments SR MR
gizq Renovation or exlensions 1o existing projerties  LENDER

giey Purchase of housing plots in appioved land developmei.
Telephone inquiges are welcome

Ll

» - -
'I
3 r aly - ‘ & o L . r-t o
Wi la 5 i
P e = 7 di‘.
- 2 . - _‘ -
o -
o Wi

¥F%

Chamber Building (6! Fi ),122-124 Motiyjheel, Dhaka-1000
Telephone 955 9311-2, 956 3387, 955 3254 Fax 956 BGA7

that is

-- Star photo

third of the 23-billion-dollar
commercial seed trade and ac-
count for 44 per cent of sales.

India has referred two laws -
- the Patent Bill and the Pro-
tection of Plant Varities and the
Farmers Rights Bill -- to a par-
“t”“f-'lll.”.‘t l}.l“t‘l TENIR IR i1s
World lrade Orgamization
commmitments

>hiva said the bill will pro-
mote piracy of India's genetic
wealth.

Weekly ReadyCash Prize Winners

The latest draw of the fortunate ReadyCash prize winners
took place yesterday its Dhanmondi office. M E Islam, Secretary
of American International Bangladesh Ltd (ReadyCash). an-
nounced the names of the lucky prize winners.

Prizes For New Card Holders

Prizes

Hertz Rent-a-Car
FedEx-Federal Express
Lunch for two at China
Junction Restaurant
Lunch for four at Jollyvee

ReadyCash encourages its cardholders to read The Daily
Star on every Sunday for a new listing of prize winners.

Winners Card No
, Md Raju 4994
Ruma Khan 4952
Md Maruf Ahmed 4933
Md Azizul Hoque 2002

Vie Sheppard (right), Emirates’ Sales Manager for | 'K and
Ireland, poses with Sarah Miller, Editor of Conde N\ i<t Trav-
eller. and top British Comedian Griff Rhys Jones at London’s
Victoria & Albert Museum where Emirates picked up the
award for World's Best Long-Haul Business Airline in the

magazine's Readers’ Travel Awards 2000.

Pak central bank
cancels Indus
Bank licence

KARACHI, Sept 23:. Paki-
stan's central bank said yes.
terday 1t had cancelled the lj-
cence of a small commercial
bank for allegedly violating key
prudential  regulations  and
threatening depositors’ money.
says Reulters

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
governor Ishrat Hussain said in

a statement the decision was
taken after the Indus Bank
Limited, which has SeVEeT)

branches in the country, failed
o explain reasons for breaching
rules  governing  the banking
seclor,

The SBP also said in a cir.
cular issued later that It had
also  appointed a provisional
manager who would take over
all books, property and claims
ol the bank.

No comument was {mmedi-
ately available from Indus Bank
on the action. which was the
first of Its kind In Pakistan's
banking history, although the
central bank has in the past
taken over the management of
three commercial banks

Officials said personnel of
the state Federal Investigation
Agency, which investigates
white-collar crime, and inspec-
tors of the central bank had
been sent to different branches
of the bank.

On facts and information
avallable before me. | am clearly
of the opinion that the affairs of
the Indus Bank are. and also
likely to be, conducted in a
manner detrimental to the in-
terests of its present and future
depositors,” Hussain said.

The above are some of
the reasons which require
the licence granted to Indus
Bank should be cancelled.” he
said.

Indus Bank's share price
closed 30 paisas down at 2.85
rupees on Friday at the Karachi
Stock Exchange. where it has
been listed since 1992 with a
paid-up capital of 500 million
rupees (S8.6 million).

Emirates voted
Best Long-Haul
Business Airline

Emirates has been voted the
world's Best Long-Haul Busi-
ness Airline by readers of the
prestigious travel magazine,
Conde Nast Traveller, says a
press release.

In its citation, the Readers’
Travel Awards 2000 noted:
"Emirates deserves pole posi-
tion for its punctual-
ity/efliciency, pre- and post-
flight facilities, catering and in-
flight entertainment.”

The international airline of
the United Arab Emirates was
joined on the podium by Virgin
Atlantic and Singapore Airlines

who came second and third,
respectively.
Emirates was also placed

ninth in the ‘Best of the Best

Top 100, based on the overall
percentage of readers” satisfac-
tion with (facilities of service
companies such as hotels. car
rental, cruise liners. airlines.
elc. Emirates was the only air-
line in the top 30.

Readers’ replies were col-
lated and analvsed by an inde-
pendent market research com-
pany.

The awards cereniony was
held at London's Victoria and
Albert Museum. compared by
top British Comedian Griff

- Emirates photo

Rhys Jones.

Former British colonies want =

quicker IMF debt relief

PRAGUE, (Czech Republi ).
Sept 23: Commonwealth min-
Isters slammed a plan Saturday
{o double the number of coui-
tries getting IMF debt relief by
the end of the year, saying all
the red tape and lack of fund-
ing made it unrealistic, reports
AP.

The group of 54, mostly
poor, former British colonles
saild under the plan, developing
courntries had to jump through
too many hoops to get debt
relief and rich countries were
too slow in providing needed
cash.

“Their conditionalities need
to be simplified and more co-
lierent,” said Luisa Dias Diogo,
finance minister of Mozam-
bique. “In our country, almost
150 to 180 measures had to be
taken in 12 months.”

The International Monetary
Fund and its sister lending
agency, the World Bank, are
holding their annual meetings
here next week, and they have
said they plan to double to 20
the number of poor nations
receiving special relief packages
that forgive substantial debts

But qualifying countries

number of
order 10
and
the
ham-

must also meet a
economic reforms in
receive the debt relief,
many countries criticise
many conditions for
stringing local leaders.
Diogo also said rich nations
have so far fallen short on
raising the USS 28 billion
needed to bring 10 more coun-
tries into the programn this year.
In the United States, for ex-
ample. President Bill Clinton
has requested USS 435 million
as the US portion of the debt
relief, but Congressional budget
writers are considering (ar less.

Thousands of Thai women victims of debt bondage in

WASHINGTON Sept 23
Tionsands of Thal women sul
fer debt bondage and “slavery-
like conditions™ in Japan where
they are traflicked into the
country's sex industry. accord
ing to a new report released
here Thursday by a major US
human rights group, says IPS

In a blistering 227 page
study. New York-based Human
Rights Watch (HRW) charges
that Japanese officials, while
aware of the dimensions of the
problem, have falled to take
strong action to curb the tral-

ficking particularly against
those forces, suclhh as the Ya-
kuza and other underworld

proups, which beneflit from the
prractice.

I the Japanese government
iIs so ‘concerned about the

problem. t should do somne-
thing for the victims instead of
jnst talking about it,” said Re-

gan Ralph, the director of
HRW's Womens Rights [Divi-
slon

‘It is high time to stop the
rhietoric and start some serfous
law  enlorcement,” she sald,
nothing that the principal vie-
tims of police crackdowns
against foreign sex workers are
the women themselves

The report, Owed Justice;
That Women Traflicked into
Debt Bondage in Japan, Is the
latest in a series on the growing
problem of global trafficking of
woimen put out by HRW and s
based on a six-year study car-
ried ont by 1t and other rights
groups in Japan and Thalland.
Murh ol the sindy consists ol

excerpts of interviews in which
victims  recount their experl-
¢ClHCeS,

Its release colncides with
action in Congress here to
toughen US laws against hu-
man trafficking, which, ac-
cording to a recent report by
the Central Intelligence Agency,
has become a multi-blllion-
dollar-a-year industry and the
fastest-growing source of profits
lor organised criminal enter-
prises around the world,

As many as the million peo-
ple, primarily women and chil-
dren, cross natlonal borders
each year In search of whal
they believe s legitiinate work,
but which turns out to be a
form ol virtual slavery or in-
dentured servitude to employ-
ers who used them as prosti-

tutes or in hard labour. The CIA
estimated earlier this vear that,
of the global total, some 50,000
such people are brought to the
LIntted States each vear, mostly
fromm Eastern Europe, the for-
mer Soviet Unjon, Mexico and
Asia,

Like the Unlted States, Ja-
pan exercises a major pull for
desperately poor people, par-
ticularly from poor region else-
where in Asia. The Report City
estimates that some 150,000
non-Japanese woinen - many of
them Fhadr o Filpano e -
ploved in the sex industry.

The sexual exploitation of
foreign woinen has been a sern-
sitive issue In Japan lor some
time. During World War Two,
the imperial army enslaved an
estimated 200,000 women from

conquered lands to serve as sex
slaves lor its soldiers

While Tokyo has since is-
sued a verbal apology to these
“comfort women,” it has stead-
fastly ignored their claims for
reparations. Coincldentally, 15
Asian women sued the Japa-
nese government just this week
n US court in thelir latest effort
to recover damages for abuses
conunitted against them.

In the late 1960s through
the 1970s, Japanese men
gained  notoriety  throughout
Asia for “sex tours,” and many
Japanese companies even of-
lered “weekend sex holidays™ in
Thailand, the Philippines, and
South  Korea for their em-
ployee's yvearly bonuses.

uch  practices penerated
strong eriticism  from around

the region. As a result, the Ya-
kuza and other criminal enter-
prises moved to import wonien
into Japan itself. and the numn-
ber of foreign women recruited
into the sex industry soared to
the current levels.

Typically, worern from
Thailand originally come to
Japan after being promised jobs
as wailresses or lactory workers
or in the belief that they would
be highly paid as entertainers
or sex workers. Once in the
country, however, they find
themselves saddled with huge
debts - usually 25,000 dollars
to 40,000 dollars - and “forced
to work under brutal conditions
without compensation until
they are released,” according to

the report.
In most traflicked

Japan

women are compelled to work
off their debts as bar “host
esses” who accompany clients
to nearby hotels
sexual services, according 10
the report. They are not able 10
refuse clients, or insist on the
use of a condom, or even seek
medical care without their em-
ployer's consent

Moreover, while they remain
in debt, many women are kepl
under r:unstainl sun‘tlllant‘f -
often by video cameras and
motion-sensitive lights - and
forced to satisfy all customer
demands, the report says. Dis
obedience often leads to fines.
physical violence, and evell
“resale” to third
higher levels of debt. If they
contact the authorities, th._-
usually face deportation. €5

cording to the report.
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