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Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz

King Abdul Aziz:
His Achievement

Contined tvorn Jreape | 7
and western conntries

Education was not the
Iimﬁ[h only concern: he built
roads. opened hospitals and

introduced modern of govern-
ment Simultaneously King
Abdul Aziz paid attention to the
Kingdom's position among the
nations of the world and sought
to enhance it on the Arab, Is-
lamie and international levels
He entered nto treaties and
established relations with all
nations. Saudi Arabla was a
founder member of the United
Nations Organization whose
charter the I%Ingdmn signed In
San Francisco in 1945. King
Abdul Aziz took on and vigor-
ously defended the just causes
of the Arab and Islamic worlds.
A PROTAGONIST OF
WORLD PEACE: The Kingdom
was a founder member of the
Arab League that saw the light
in 1944. King Abdul Aziz stood
side by side with Arab states
struggling to rid themselves
colonlalism and foreign Inter-
ference. He put all his weight
behind the Palestinlan cause
and his famous meeting with
American President Roosevelt in
1945 and the exchange of let-
ters withh him about Palestine

are notable examples of his
efforts on behalf of the people of
Palestine and the struggle for
their legitimate rights and thelr

usurped homeland. He sought
to secure world peace by en-
suring justice and human

rights for all.

AMONG THE GREATS: Arab
and foreign historians have
placed King Abdul Aziz among
the world's great leaders. Vol-
umes have hm-n written culo-
gising his heroism, his many
talents and his unique person-
ality. He was all of those things
- a great and pious leader and
an astute politician. He passed
away on 2 Rabl Al-Awwal 1373
H (9 November 1953), an event
that saddened not only his peo-
le. but those of the Arab and
lsl.untc- worlds and, indeed the
world at large.

The people of the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabla as they enjoy to-
day the fruits of his labour and
shelter under his great legacy,
they remember wlth pride their
leaders’ striving and his victo-
ries. His sons, who trod the
samne [mtll. have succeeded in
achieving what he strove
vallantly lor, that is. advance-
ment, peace and prosperity
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Continued from page 17
large, he pald many visits to
Arab and Islamic countries In
Africa and Asia as well as to
sfates In Europe and the
Americas.

AS CROWN PRINCE : When
Fahd became Crown Prince
and was appointed Prime Min
ister on 25 March 1975, the
late King Khalid entrusted him
with further responsibilities. He
presided over the high councils
and commissions of the most
(mportant sectors (n the King-
dom. They Included the Hi[_{ll
Council for Petroleum and Min-
erals, High Council for the
Universities, the Royal Com-
mission for Jubail and Yanbu,
IHigh Council for Education
Policy, High Committee for Halj,
and the Royal Commission for
the Development of Al-Madinah
Al-Munawarah From these
leading positions, King Fahd,
through long experience and
unigue talent, was able to or-
ganise and stear the internal
and external policies of the
he headed the

Khalid. when

Saudi delegation to the Arab

Cultural Herit

insula have been at the
geographic. comnercial and
cultural crossroads of the

world. As early as 3.000 BC. the
people of the western region of
the peninsula were part ol a
far-reaching commercial net-
work extending to South Asia,
the Mediterranean and Egypt.
Trade flourished, with mer-
chants of the peninsula acting
as the vital link between India
and the Far East

on the one
side and Byzantium and the
Mediterranean  states on the
other. Interaction with other

cultures of the East and West
over the centuries enriched the
ancient traditions and culture
of the people of Arab peninsula

The advent of Islam in the
Arabian peninsula in the 7
century AD further strength-

ened the region's cultural heri-
tage. Within a century, Islam
spread west to the Atlantic
Ocean and as far east as the
Indian sub-continent and
China. With Makkah as its
core, the Islamic world wit-
nessed a flowering of culture,
the sciences and the arts un-
paralleled in human history
For more than 14 centuries
Muslim pilgrims from around
“the world have travelled to Is-
lam’s holiest sites in Makkah
and Madinah, helping further
enrich the culture of the people
of the peninsula

With the formation of the
modermn Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia in 1932, the founder
Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman
al-Saud directed his efforts to
preserving and perpetuating
Arab traditions and culture. His
singular dedication to this
cause was emulated by his sons
and successors at a crucial
time when the nation was en-
tering an era ol rapid economic
development

That Saudi Arabia has suc-
cessfully preserved and
strengthened its cultural heri-
tage while achieving the spec-
tacular economic development
and modernization of the past
few decades is testimony to the
resilience of Saudi culture and
the nation's determination to
cherish and protect it. Today,
amid the bustle of the 20t
century life in modern Saudi
society, contemporary Saudi
writers look to the past for in-

spiration. Popular musicians
ucorporate anc: nt rhythms
and instruments i to their
modern music and painters

capture traditional scenes.

The accelerating pace of de-
velopment in the 1970s. how-
ever, led Saudi leaders to take
additional steps to preserve the
nations cultural and artistic
heritage. In 1974, the General
Presidency of Youth Welfare
was established. One of its
main functions is to strengthen
dalt understanding and respect

King

for the nation's culture and arts

among the vouth. In 1975, the
Department of Museums and
Antiquities was formed in the

ministry of education. Today, in
addition to the National Mu-
seum in Riyvadh, there are 11
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A general view of the Holy Mosque at M

musenms thronghout the King-

doni Fhousands of Saudis
particularly the younger pgei-
eration, visit these museums

daily to become better ac-
quainted with their heritage.
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS:

SN

age of Saudi Arabia
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Arabias emphasis on
preserving its cultural heritage
s facilitated by a variety of in-
stitutions throughout the King-
dom. First and foremost is the
nation s appropriate education
Continued on page 20

Kingdom. He deputised for King

King Fahd:
Pioneer of Progress

Summit held in Baghdad In
1978 as well as that which was
held in Fez in Morocco In 1980,
when he put belore the confer-
cnece his  regional peace pro
posals known as the Arab
Peace Project.” He also headed
the Kingdom's delegation to the
conference held Iin  Mexico in
1981 to discuss the world's
economie problems and find
solutions for the relationship
between the haves and the
have-nots which was attended
by most of the world's heads of
state

AS KING : Upon the death ol
King Khaled on 21 Shaban
1402 H (13 June 1982 AD) the
ruling family and the Saudi
[)t*nph’ pledged allegiance to
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz as the
fifth king of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabla: and Prince Ab-
dullah Bin Abdul Aziz, Presli-
dent of the National Guard,
was proclaimed Crown Prince
On the same day King Fahd
appointed the Crown Prince
Abdullah as Deputy Prime
Minister, and the Minister ol
Delence and Aviation and the
Inspector General Prince Sul-
tan Bin Abdul Aziz as Second
Deputy Prime Minister Since
then, s>audl Arabla has
achieved many success in varl
ous sectors of the national lile,
maintaining the Kingdom's ut-

most security and stability un-
der the able guidance of the
Custodian of the two holy
mosques. There has been a
qualitative transformation i1
the system of government with

the promulgation of the four
new  laws, namely, the Basi
Law of the Government. the

Shura Council Statue, Regional

Administration Statute and
the Statute ol the Council ol
Ministers

EXPONENT OF ISLAMIC
SOLIDARITY : The Custodian

of the Two Holy Mosques King
Fahd worked tirelessly to fosteg
one of the pillars of Saudi pol-
icy, namely, Islamic solidarity
The call for Islamic solidarin
was materialised through Is
lamic summits, the Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference.
the World Muslim League and
many other channels were Is-
lamic Unity is a prime objective

T'he Kingdom hosted the his-
torie third Islami Surmnmit
Conference at Makkah and Tail
in 1981 AD. There are many

examples of King Fahd's efforts
to develop cooperation among
the Muslims. His intervention
in the dispute between the
leaders of Afghanistan, his ma
terial help to the suffering Mus-
lims of Bosnia, his efforts to
make peace among the Somalis
and end civil war in Somslia are
apt examples of his ability to
mediate in disputes. King Fahd
has always supported I[slami

Hearty felicitations and warm
greetings to the Government and

brotherly people of Saudi Arabia
on the auspicious occasion of

SAUDI NATIONAL DAY

centres and socleties and con-
tributed to the bullding of
schools, mosques, universities
and hospitals. Besides, the help
Inm-hlr-r’ by the Kingdom to
developing countries over the
past two decades amounted to
more than 71 billion dollars in

the formm of soft loans and
grants. The reciplents were
more than 70 countries, 38 of

which were In Africa, 22 in Asla

and 10 other countries else-
where

ROLE IN ARAB WORLD:
The Custodian of the Two

Mosques King Fahd played a
prominent ruh' in dealing with
the problems of the Arab World,
He has visited all the Arab
States more than once and
participated In many mr-rllu;%ﬁ
and conferences. He Is a bold
interlocutor and campaigner for
peace and amity between Arab
States. He stood by every Arab
cause. The history of the Pales-
tinlan Issue is a witness to his
defence of the rights of the peo-
ple of Palestine and his t'fllf;rt's
to explain their legitimate
claims to the world leaders for
more than a quarter of a cen-

tury. To ensure security and
stability in the region without
sacrificing legitimate Arab
rights, he put forward a solu-
tion to the Middle East prob-
leins. That was the (nitiative

that carried his name, and was
later transformed into decisions
adopted by the Arab Summit
Conference in Morocco in 1982
and came to be known as the
‘Arab Peace Project”™. His initia-
tive was received favourably not

only In the Arab and Islamic
spheres but throughout the
world.. The initiative was also

adopted by the Islamic Summit
Conference of Casablanca and
formed the basis for the Madrid
Peace Conference of 1991. The
Lebanon crisis that erupted in
1“-;._: received the COTL Ill.-!l]ur.\.,'
effort of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques. the fruits of
which was the convening of the

I yiiciiiation e re g i
Lebanese p
in Taif in Saudi

I his conlerence

irilamentarians held
Arabia in 1489

]l!'li-: d to re-

store calm to the Lebanon and
heal the wounds of conflict and
division. The Kingdom contin-
ues to provide the Lebanon with
}Jl"l”]'-” and economnits Hljl*i;.,r[
to overcome the legacy of the
civil war

When the sisterlv State Of
Kuwait suffered Iraqi aggression
on 2 August 1990. the Custo-
dian ol the Two Holy Mosques
ning Fahd took up his well
Known stance that made POSSi-
ble the return of freedom to
Kuwait. The Kkingdom played

liost to the Government and the
people of Kuwait during the

/As the day unfolds we wish the Kingdom

OVERSEAS
LIMITED

of Saudi Arabia peace, progress and a
brilliant future in the years to come

crisls as well as helping Ku-
wailis abroad. Saudl Arabla
also accepted thousands of
Iragis fleeing the tyranny of the
[raql regime, '

GULF CO-OPOERATION:
King Fahd has said, "With the
h].-aainﬂ,s of God, we have suc-
ceeded In establishing with our
brothers In the Gulf, a strong
and effective circle within the
circle of the Arab League: The
Arablan  Gulf Co-operation
Council. It s to be a model for
the level of co-operation among
Arab brothers and a prop that
will  strengthen the Arab
League, deepen Arab relation-
ships and a shield protecting
the Arabs from harmn.” As was
hoped by the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, the Council
has proved (ts effectiveness in
meeting the ¢ hallenges of recent
events in the Gulf Region, espe-

clally during the Iraql invasior_

of Kuwalt The Gulf Co-
operation Council took far-
reaching steps In co-operation
and co-ordination among the

member states in matiers of
security, military affairs. econ-
omy, education and informa-
tion. It has become a homoge-
nous unit that embodies the
hopes and aspirations of the
people of the region and those
of the Arab and Islamic world

MAN OF PEACE: Under the
able leadership of King Fahd,

the Kingdom has had distin-
guished contributions, consis-
tent with {ts international

standing in the politics and
economy of the world. Its Arab
and Islamic position is the fo-

cus of the attention and respect

of more than a billion Arabs
and Muslims. Changes in the
international sCene have
helped to enhance the King-

dom’'s importance in world af-
fairs and visits of the Custodian
ol the Two Holy Mosques to a
number of states had a bearing

on the strengthening of rela-
tions with those states. The
King has an outstanding record
in onfronting political and
economic crises. His stance on
oil pricing and OPEC produc-
tion quotas have earmmed him

the rrl._:dﬂl of the entire world. A

stance that helped to consoli-
date world stability and foster
world pcace and earmm for the
HIHIE'_ the title Man { the
Peace He has alwayvs been
anxious to deal with exploding
crises with wisdom i calm
consideration and them
from the point of vis 'l univer-
sal good as well as fromn that of
Aral ind Islan {. His
lar-reaching vision eamed han
Man of the Year ! 11
times through polls conducted
by the media in a number of
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