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OR more than five decades.
F(_Trcm*n Prince Abdullah Bin

Abdul Aziz has been closely
involved in the profound social,
economic and administrative
changes that have taken place
in Saudi Arabia. He has had the
experience of working with five
Kings who successfully brought
aboul lar-reaching SOCi0-
economic development while
preserving and atrrtherM
the foundations of Saudi society
with a strong commitment to
Islam and Arab heritage. Under
the guidance of his elder
brother The Custodian of The
Two Holy Mosques King Fahd
Bin Abdul Aziz, who appointed
him Crown Prince and Deputy
Prime Minister in 1982, Crown
Prince Abdullah has assisted in
the - implementation of the
country's series of development

Flans.' He strengthened King
ahd's efforts to ensure the
nations peace and prosperity

as well as serving Islam and the
Muslim community.

Born in Riyadh in 1924,
Crown Prince Abdullah received
his early education at the Royal
Court. Crowing up around his
legendary father king Abdul
Aziz, who was at that time in-
volved iIn the successful effort
to unify the tribes of the Ara-
bian Peninsula into the modern
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Crown Prince Abdullah demon-

strated, at an early age, an
abiding commitment to Islam
and a Keen interest in Arab

history, culture and traditions
Like his brothers, Abdullah was
tutored by scholars in Islam
and Arab history and under-
went the rigorous training for
the development of his sons,
King Abdul Aziz used to say: “I
train my own children to walk
barefoot, to rise two hours be.
lore dawn, to eat less, to ride
horses bareback™ and to study
the Holy Quran, the Sunnah
and Arab history. As they came
of age, the Crown Prince and
his brothers spent much time
in their father’'s daily "Majlis’
(meetings) where any citizen
could approach the King and
discuss a grievance. In this way
they learned the intricacies of
statesmanship and the art ol
communicating with the people

DEVELOPING BONDS WITH
PEOPLE: To development a
strong bond with the people, a
deep respect for their heritage
and understanding of their as-
pirations, King Abdul Aziz
wanted that his sons spend
some time with the ‘bedouins’
in the desert. The years Crown
Prince spent living with the
tribes instilled in him a respect
for their values of self-respect
simplicity, generosity and brav-

ery which qualities strength-
ened his desire to serve the
common people.

Crownn Prince Abdullah’s
close association with the af-
fairs of government and the
people continued after King
Abdul AZiz l'i.:'i.'-_-'-.tni awa\ e

acted as advisor to ng Saud
Bin Abdul Aziz and later to King
Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz»and was
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deeply involved in the interna-
tional affairs of the Kingdom.
COMMANDER OF THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD: In 1962,
Crown Prince Abdullah was
appointed to command the
Saudi National Guard which
was formed from appointed to
command the Saudi National
Guard which was formed from
among the descendants of bed-
ouins who were King Abdul
Aziz's followers during the vears
he was working to establish the
modern Kingdom. Because of
nis knowledge of the tribes of
Saudi Arabla and their heritage
which was accumulated over
the vears ol close association
with the tribal elders and mem-
bers, Crown Prince Abdullah's
appointment to this position
proved to be particularly appro-
priate and rewarding. Over the
following vears, Crown Prince
Abdullah worked tirelessly to

modernize the National Guard
and make it a potent force
committed to the preservation
ol the Kingdom's peace and
security. He supervised the

establishments of military and
technical schools with a view to

m-uirrni:-'m; the force, as well
as the establishments of hos-
pitals, clinics and housing fa-

cilities for guard members and
their families

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER:
On the succession of King
Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz, Crown
Prince Abdullah was appointed
to the prestigious position of
Second Deputy Prime Minister,
while retaining his command of
the National Guard. In 1982.

a

King Fahd appointed him Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Crown
Prince, while appointing Minis-
ter ol Delence and Aviation
Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz as
Second Deputy Prime Minister

With his appointment to the
position of Crown Prince and
Deputy Prime Minister, Crown

Prince Abdullah intensified his

involvement in the on-going
national development pro-
gramme as well as with the

Kingdom’s foreign relations. He
became intimately involve in
major loreign policy issues,
such as, Saudi Arabia's rela-
tions with the Arab, Islamic and

other countries, its efforts to
resolve crises, including the
civil war in Lebanon. the fac-

tional fighting in Afghanistan,
the Situation in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and the Middle-
least peace process

FAHD'S EMISSARY: As
King Fahd's emissary, Crown
Prince Abdullah has repre-
sented the Kingdom at various
international conlerences, in-
cluding summit meetings of the
Arab League member states,
the Organization of the [slamic
Conference (OIC), the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) and
the Non-aligned Movement
(NAM). He has met with world
leaders in Saudi Arabia and
conducted state visits to other
countries, including the United
otates in 1976 and 1987

20111e vears ago. he visited
Egvpt, Syria and Jordan in an
attempt to restart the stalled
Middle East peace process and
0 promote Arab unity and co-

operation. At home, he stepped
up the frequency and duration
ol his visits to varlous parts of
the Kingdom. He undertook
Visits to Asir, Talf and Al-Baha
Lo inaugurate universities,
dams. power generation plants
and other th'\'lhm_‘mu-‘nl projects
While performing all these du-
ties, Crown Prince Abdullah has
steadtastly supported efforts to

preserve  Saudl Arabia's rich
heritage. As chalrman of the
organizing committee for the

Jenadriah Natlonal Culture and
Heritage Festival, he has over-
seen the two-week festival held
annually since 1985 to promote
a greater respect for and a
deeper understanding to Saudi
Arabla’s rich past, its dynamic
present and its promising fu-
ture,

LOVE OF DESERT:
Throughout his life, Crown
Prince Abdullah has retained a
love [or the desert which is re-
flected In his patronage fos
equestrian  clubs, the Crown
Prince’s Camel Race and other
activities associated with the
bedouins. He has also devel-
oped a passion for knowledge
and reading. He has established
two libraries: the king Abdul
Aziz library in Riyadh and one
in Casablanca (Morocco). After
decades of public service in
positions of importance, Crown
Prince Abdullah is to-day rec-
ognized, not only In Saudi Ara-
bia but also in the Arab and
Islamic worlds as a leader dedi-
cated to ensuring his country's
continued future development
while preserving past achieve-
ments,

SIGNIFICANT VISITS
ABROAD: In 1998, Crown
Prince Abdullah visited Great
Britain, France, the United
otate, Japan, China, South

Korea, and Pakistan. Speaking
about the aims and outcome of
these visits, he said, “the King-
dom seeks to be a partner in

the formulation of the new
world order. This s why the
Kingdom decided to move

forcefully and present its com-
prehensive conception to the
rest of the world, so as to jointly
explore new future horizons.” In
course ol an interview with
Jeddah-based daily "Okaz” (Nov
1998) he said, he discussed
issues ol importance to the
Arab and Islamic worlds with
the leaders of the countries he
visited.” We do not concentrate

only on bilateral cooperation
witli other countries of the
world. Rather we always try to
find solutions to the many

problems that affect world se-

curity and stability.”
Commenting on the King-

dom’s relations with the United

States, the Crown Prince said
hhis talks with President Bill
Clinton, Vice-President Al-Gore

and senior US oflicials focussed
011 matters of interest to Saudi

Arabla and the Arab and Is-
lamic worlds. "This enhanced
our mutual trust and under-

»ﬁl;mrimp‘ and opened new hori-
2zo11s for censtructive coopera-
tion.
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On the 6°th National Day of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia we wish progress and happiness to

the Government and the Peoples of the Kingdom

development of Bangladesh.
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and desire the fraternal relationship between

Governments and the peoples of two countries
will be consolidated further in coming years.

We pledge on this occasion our expanding and
continuing role in sustained growth and economic
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Islamic University of Madinah

HE Islamic University ol

I Madinah Al-Munawwarah
(IUM) 18 a unique Islamic
educational [nstitution thal
calers to Muslim students
Irom all over the world, Set up
i 1961, it has five colleges, for
Shariah (Islamic Law): the
Holy Quran (textual studies of
Holy Quran); Dawali and Usul
Al-Din (propagation and theol-

Ogv)li Hadith (Islamic tradi-
tions); and the Arablc Lan-
guage, Currently more than

3000 students are enrolled, Of
them about 450 are foreign
students drawn from more
than 70 countries.

Unlike other Islamic uni-
versities  that have diversified
into secular programmes such

as medicine  and engineering,

the Islamic  University of
Madinah has continued to
focus all its resources on re-

liglous affairs. Its main aim is
lo convey the message of Islam
to the world at large. Its other
objectives are to [nculcate a
true Islamle spirit in its stu-
dents, urging the Individual
and the community to practice
Islam in dally life and worship
God alone; to follow the noble
examples of Prophet
Muhammad (SM) with utmost
sincerity and devotion; to im-
part religious education to
students who come from differ-
ent parts of the world; to seek
the cooperation of highly
qualified  scholars speclalized
In various Islamic and
disciplines; to collect, verify and
publish works on Islamic
heritage; and to maintain aca-
demic and cultural ties with
other universities and sclentific
institutions  worldwide that
serve the cause of Islam and
realise its objectives,

University Council The
University Council, chaired by
the Minister of Higher Educa-
tion, publishes research re-
ports and other studies; awards
sclentific degrees, diplomas and
certificates to university
graduates; awards honorary
doctorates following the sug-
gestion of the concerned college
council: recommends regula-

tions to decide on the aca-
demic calendar and vacation
time, subsidies for students

for the univer-
sity's final accounts; and re-
views  issues brought up by
university President or other
members of the Council.

The Scientific Council im-
plements the University Coun-
cil's policies in preparing sci-
entific research, wundertaking
translation, writing papers,
and collecting Islamic heri-
tage. It promotes relations
among other research centers
outside

and approval

local, regional and interna-
tional participation. The Uni-
versity has a Vice-President for
post-graduate studies and sci-
entific research. who is ap-
poiirtedd by a resolution of the
Supreme Council of Higher

ceducational

Education for a three-year
term, which is renewable,

Ake  other universities In
saudl Arabla, the Islamic Unl-
versity ol Madinaly Is equipped
with the latest administrative,
and research fa-
cllities. A data centre set up in
1991 prepares the university's
development  plan and intro-
duces the computer system to
the educational and adminis-
rative departments of the uni-
versity. It also coordinates with
government agencies as well as
with other computer systems
in the universities.

An important centre at the
university Is that specializing
in the Sunnah and Sira (tlhe
Prophet's tradition and biogra-
phy). This centre has under-
taken a project for preparing an
encyclopedia on the Hadith
(sayings of the Prophet), be-
sides undertaking various
projects in related fields. It has
also published translations of
the Sunnah and Sira In a
number of languages.

Islamic Heritage Centre
The Islamic heritage centre was
founded in 1983 to conduct
research in the fields of scien-
tific, Islamic and Arablc studies,
and to publish a sclentific
magazine, It also publishes
periodicals and booklets on the
Issues facing Islamic society;
promotes Islamic heritage;

responds to media reports on
Islam and Muslims around the
world; cooperates with other
organizations and Institutions
working in the scientific re-
search Inside and outside the
Kingdom; maintains contact
with leading Islamic person-
alitles; and collects manuscript,
documents, information on
Islam.

The university employs a
rigorous procedure for select-
ing only the brightest and
most promising students for
admission Into Its pm%rams.
Although the majority of stu-
dents gaining admission to the
university have completed
high school studies In the
Kingdom and abroad. some are
graduates of the IUM's own
secondary school. The univer-
sity also runs an intermediate
institute. Like the university
itself. both schools are open to
students from other countries
as well as Saudi Arabia.

Currently there are more
than one hundred students
from a number of countries
besides Saudi Arabla studying
at the two schools. Further-
more, there are two other in-
termedlate institutes, one in
Madinah and one in Makkah,

that are affillated with the UM,
In addition, there is a centre
for teaching Arabic to non-
Arabic speakers, that helps

students to qualify for admis-
sion to the university,

Worthy of note Is the univer-
sity’'s  Deanship of Service to
Society. Graduates of this pro-

am are qualified to serve on
slamlic delegations or as
teachers and lecturers for
teaching Arable and Islamic
culture in Muslim countries
around the world, Graduates
are also qualified to lead pray-

ers Inside and outside the
Kingdom, and hold seininars
and lectures. This [Jf':’lllhllip
also distributes books and
other printed aterial (n
schools and Institutions inside
and outside the Kingdon.

A SHINING EXAMPLE : For
outstandin students  from

overseas, the university offers a
wide range of generous bene-
fits, including travel between
their home countries and the
Kingdom. Besides, the students
FL‘I free accommodation, text
ooks and transportation, fn
addition to the regular monthly
stipend that all students in the
Kingdoin receive.

The Islamic University of
Madinah represents a shining
example of the Kingdom's
service to Islam and Islamic
studies and has been serving

as a centre of Islamic studies
throughout the world, pre-
senting Islam (o its pristine
purity.

Arablc .

the university and co- |
operates with them, and holds |
conferences and seminars with |

Heartiest felicitations to the Government
and the brotherly people of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia on the auspicious

occasion of their 69

National Day

MCO TRADING INTERNATIONAL (PVT.) LTD.
63 gaaall (duoladf) daul gull 5 yladll ¢-Saf

th

GECRUTING LICENCE NO. RL-255 foo— ]I ,i S SR U | ﬁ—jj)

House No. 5, Road No 17, Block-C, Banani, Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh
Phone : 8823420, 8821284, 8823440, 9886072, Fax : 88-02-9886951, 9559673 EMAIL - mco@gicbal-bd.net

K

Our ‘Wénnest Felicitations from the core of our
heart to the Government ¢ the brotfierly people of

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

on the auspicious occasion of

Saudi National Day
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We wish progress and happiness of the Government &
the People of the Kingdom & hope the fraternal
relationship between the two countries will be further
strengthened & remain everlasting.
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