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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

King Fahd : A Pioneer of Progress

King Abdul Aziz : His Glorious

HE Kingdom of Saudi Ara.

dia was built on the strong

foundation of the oneness
of God and submission to the
judgement of God's Holy Book
and the Traditions of His
Prophet Muhammad peace be
upon him. Its quest for a better
life took off. racing time and
setting records, so that within
few short decades it took its
prominent place in the world of
today.

King Abdul Aziz built a vast
state occupying four-fifths of
the Arablan peninsula and
called it in 1351 H. (1932 AD):
“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”.
He named it, having unified its
component parts and brought
the people together iIn peace,
with justice and security. He set
this day, the [irst day of the
sign of Libra, 23 September to
be the National Day of his
Kingdom. A day the nation has
celebrated every year, recalling
with pride the deeds of the
Great Founder.

King Abdul Aziz followed in
the footsteps of the leaders of
the two Saudi states that rose
and fell in this region. The first
Saudi state emerged in the
middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury through the alliance of the
ruler of Diriya, [mam
Muhammad Ibn Saud with the
Islamic reformer Sheikh
Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahab.
The aim of the alliance was to
spread true Islam and purify
the faith and rid it of the super-
stitions and heresies that at-
tached themselves to it over
centuries of ignorance. The first
fruit of that era was the unifi-
cation of the disparate regions,
the gathering of the tribes and
the acceptance of the rule of
God’s law. A just society living
in peace over vast areas of the
Arablan Peninsula and beyond.
Eventually, the State came un-
-der the pressure of foreign in-
terference and wars, leading to
its demise and the retumn of the

Peninsula to its former chaotic
self. It pained Abdul Arziz, who

Achlevements

when the dreain of unity. secu- aspirations of all the people of
rity and stability was made (), Kingdom
manitlest. he hwr:urit\.' of the Hajj (pil-
STAUNCH BELIEF IN GOD:  yiunage) roads was one of his
Abdul Aziz, criven by a staunch  ,4in  objectives. Pilgrims to
belief in God. an iron will and Makkah and ﬁsi!ur&- to the
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the needs and aspirations of his  nah feared for their lives when
neaple. suceeeded in overcam- ~andertaking those journeys.  He

and initiated the
and free distribution of text

of humanity as a whole, He set
up the first Islamic Conference
in Makkah in 1346 H. (1926
AD).

His yvoung state had an inti-
mation ol good fortune when oil
was discovered in the Eastern
Province in 1938. Then the
meagre income from oll helped
the !i\in[__{imn to accelerate de-
velopment in the country. Many
projects came to [ruition, such
as the rail line connecting the

capital Riyadh with the Eastern

Province, opened in 1371 H.

(1951 AD): the establishment of
a national airline in 1945: the

inauguration of broadcasting;
and several others up and down
the country.

The King paid special atten-
tion to education. He sought
the spread of learning to all
parts of the Kingdom. He paid
generous grants to students
production

books. He set up the General
Directorate ol Education in
1926 and entrusted it with the
task of opening and adminis-
tering schools. In the same year
the Saudi Scientific Institute
was set up

This is the establishiment
that produced much of the tal-
ents that was to run govern-
ment departments and the pri-
vate sector A schonl Lo prepare
students  tor ftorcign  scholar
ships was established and at
the beginning of the fifties, the
Hlllg‘{l“”l..‘* [H'HE WO {{]”l*;__:["*-\
were opened. These were the
College of Humanities and th
College of Sharia in Makkha
whose main task was to tutog
judges and teachers. Young
Saudis were sent abroad to
stucly at universities in Arabic

Continued on page 19

HE  spectacular develop-
Tnnul of the Kingdom of

Saudi  Arabla under the
leadership of the Custodian of
'he Two Holy Mosques King
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz {s consid-
eredd  as a story  of achieve-
ments  which laid the founda-
tion of future advances and
set a solid economic base that
propelled the nation Into the
forefront among the productive
and exporting nations. The
overall economlic development
also enabled the Saudi society
to catch up with the best in the
world through scientific and
educational advances, particu-
larly during his tenure of office
as the Minister of Education
History will record many Initia-
tives of this distinguished Arab
and Muslim leader which were
good for the citizens of the
Kingdom as well as for the Arab
and Muslim worlds. Serving
the causes of world peace and
fostering international under-
standing are main objectives at
the heart of his efforts in the
international arena. The con-
centrated efforts and regular
initiatives of the Kingdom to-
wards this end testify to his
wise leadership Consclous
about his responsibilities to-
wards the Muslim World, his
efforts have contributed to end
many conflict among Muslims
and relief of many tragedies
that befell them. The role of the
Kingdom ol Saudi Arabia in
bolstering Islamic solidarity
and narrowing differences
ammong Muslims - a
principle of Saudi policy since
the days of the founder King
Abdul Aziz - is an Islamic
tenet enjoined so as to serve
the unity of the Muslim World
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Custodian of the two Holy Mosques, King
Fahd bin Abdul Aziz

Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, The Crown Prince
and Deputy Premier and Head of the National Guard
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the nation and get it back on
the right track (third phase of
unification) he was miracu-
lously successful In main-
taining the fabric of the en-
tity of the society and en-
hancing its bonds. It may be
mentioned here that the so-
clety was then passing
thrnuqh ‘darlk
days 'witnessing Internecine
Jighting and conflicts. But
His Majesty late King with
his even-handed Justice and
able administration united
the soclety and firmly con
nected the whole people with
the Infunctions of the Holy
Quran and the teachings of
the Prophet of Allah as their
constitution,

“Al-Obaid Al-Namla

I would like to conclude
with an earnest prayer to
Almighty Allah to bring back
this happy occasion for
many years to come to Saudi
people and the Islamic Um-
mah under the dynamic
leadership of The Custodian
of The Two Holy Mosques
King Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz,
His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul
Aziz and His Royal Highness
Second Deputy Prime Minds-
ter Prince Sultan Bin Abdul
Nzlz

Abdullah Bin Mohamed

Ambassador of Saudi Arahia

o Bangladesh,




