What do the

Olympic rings
signify?

According to most accounts, the nngs
were adopled by Baron Pierre de
Coubertin (founder of the modem.
Olympic Movement) after he saw a
similar design on an artefact from
anclent Greece. The five rings
represent the five major regions of the
world: Afnca, the Americas, Asia,
Europe, and Oceania. Every national
fiag in the world includes at least ane
of the five colours, which are (from left
to nght) blue, yellow, black, green,
and red.
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SYDNEY. Sept 22 (AFP): Final
updated Olympic medal table
Fnday:
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USA 6 10 14
China 4 7
France 9
Australia

italy
Netherands
Russ
Romania
South Korea
Japan
Germany
Sweden
Bulgana
Ukraine
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} Polang
Hungary

Spain

Turkey
Slavakia
Switzeriand
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Canada 1
Mex:co 1
Czech Rep 1
Azerbajan 1
Colombia 1
Croata 1
Finland 1
Lithuana 1
Brazil 0
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Greece
Denmark
Belarus
Belgum
North Korea
South Affrica
Chinese Taipei
Moldova
Nigena
Uruguay
Yugoslavia
Costa Rica
Estonia
Armen.a
Georga
india

Kyrgyzstan
Kuwart
Latvia

New Zealand

B Traion
Sydney admits
gymnastics error

SYDNEY., Sept 22: Svdney
2000 organisers apologised
Friday for the mistake that
Russia clalmed cost their star
Svetlana Khorkina a chance of
a gold medal in the individual
overall women's Olympic gym-
nastics competition Thursday
reports AFP. '

The height of the vault was
incorrectly set two centimetres
too low for the first two rotla-
tions and gymnasts were given
the opportunity to take their
vaults again — five took up the
offer

SOCOG apologised for the
mistake but added: "It is the
opmion of the international
(@yvinnastic) federation FIG that
this did not affect the outcome
of the competition.

"Nevertheless we regret the
fact that the error occurred.”

Khorkina fell on landing on
her first vault and dropped
from first to 10th and Russian
coach Valerl Dianov claimed
Mhis had upset her — she later
Miad another fall on the uneven
bars.

"We are very disappointed,”
Dianov sald. "We were expect.-
ing she would be Olymple
champion But this jump
robbed her. If the horse (s
lower, the technique has to be
changed.

"By the time she was on the
bars, she was an emotionally
disturbed person.”

The winner Andreea Radu-
can of Romania had no trouble
with the vault when she jumped
in the first rotation.

| didn't notice a problem.”
Raducan said. "I decided to
make two good vaults. It does-

1 omatter what Is the height of
thie horse.”
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SYDNEY. Sept 22: Canada’s
defendling  100m  champion
Donovan Batley crashed out as
the pretender to his crown —
world record holder Maurice
Greene — rushed into the
semifinals here on Friday, re-
ports AFP. |

Bailey's agony was Greene's
ecstasy as the brash American
continued his relentless quest
for Olympic gold — the only

trophy missing from his cabl-
net.

For Bailey it was a miserable
way to end his reign in what
will almost certainly be his last
Olymplcs.

The 33-year-old Canadian
has been suffering from a bout
of 'flu and looked far from per-
fect when he finished third In
the first round early Monday,

Bailey was last off the blocks
after two false starts and when
he realised he was not going to
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SYDNEY. Sept 22: American

sprint Queen Marion Jones
underlined her power when she
rushed into the Olympic 100m
semifinals with a blistering run
here on a cool Friday evening,
reports AFP.
The 24-year-old. attempting
to win a record breaking five
golds, clocked 10.83secs, leav-
ing her second round competi-
tion trailing in her wake

Noone in any of the three

END OF AN OLYMPIC DREAM: Donovan Bailey(R), one of
the top favourites for the 100 metres sprint, grimaces as he
pulls up while running alongside Jamaica's Lindel Frater in
a second round heat of the men's 100 metres at the Olympic
Stadium in Sydney yesterday

jones right on

—Internet photo

other heats came close to
breaking the 11 second barrier.

"My coach Trevor told me to
put one out there tonight so
that's what [ did,” said Jones.
relieved to be in the thick of the
action.

"It has been kind of hard so
far, just sitting around. Now |
feel things are really underway
The Games have started,” she
added.

Merlene Ottey, determined to
prove that at 40 she is not too
old to be competing here, pow-
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JUST WAIT, THERE'S BETTER THINGS TO COME: US
sprint queen Marion Jones gestures at the fans after
finishing first in the first round heats of the 100 metres

—AFP phuln
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Balley hows out

make the top four and qualify
for Saturday's semifinal he
eased up and coasted over the
line.

"I have been sick for four
days but this is the Olympics
and I had to run. It is a sad way
to lose my Olympic title but |
am a fighter and | don't lay
down for anybody,” sald Balley

In contrast, Greene cruised
into the 100m semifinals with a
no nonsense second round
dash.

Greene improved on  his
morning's performance to win
his heat in 10.10 seconds but it
was not fast enough to beat
Boldon's first round 10.04
the fastest ever seen in the Sta-
dium Australla, the multl-
million dollar centre plece of the
Sydney Olympics.

"I came out today to plece
my race together and it came to
fruition beautifully but tomor-
row is going to be a hard tough
race and Obadele Thompson
will be my hardest competition,”
he sald.

Thompson, who finished
fourth at the World Champion-
ships in Seville last year, de-
clared his form with a blistering
10.04 to match Boldon's
morning performance.

'l would like to win the gold
for Donovan," sald Thompson, a
close friend of the Canadian. "l
feel In the best form of my life
and I am not evening thinking
of Greene," he added

Boldon made sure there was
no repeat of his stunning
morning performance. He was
upset with himsell lor coming
ot so fast

He also knows that the easy
part Is ovel

The fun time is over. Now it
gets scrious Tomorrow 1iLs
business time and | hope to
deliver. The semifinals will be
difficult because three ol my
training partners could end up
in the same semifinal,” he
added

There was more bad news
for Canada when Bruny Surin,
who finished third in his heat,
announced that a mnagging
hamstring may force him to
pull out of the semifinals.

"Al the moment I would rate
my chances at 50-50. I, will
make a decision in the morn-
ing. | know it is difficult be-
cause it is the Olympics but I
do not want to ruin my next
year which is my final season,”
he explained

British sprint hopeful Dwain
Chambers, who has twice this
season finished ahead ol
Greene, won his second round
heat and then rushed ofi
clutching his right groin.

The Englishiman looked as if
he had hurt himself during a
false start and was clearly in
pain when he swept across the
line

ered back after a slow start to
win her heat in 11.08 surg-
ing past Debbie Ferguson of the

Bahamas in the hinal ren nie-
tres.

"A lot of people did not be-
lieve in me but [ think I am
running pretty good,” said Of
Ley

The presence of Ottey, who
finished fourth in the Jamacian
trials, had angered some of her
feamimaltes

Half the athletics team
lodged an oflicial protest over
her selection but sprint partner
Beverly McDonald, who had a
row with Ottey after the latter
said that she had offered up her
place in the event which
McDonald denied, said peace
hhas been made

"We are all friends again
There Is no problem with Mer-
lene.” sald McDonald.

France's European cham-
pion Christine Arron had to
cope with a sore throat as she
struggled to qualify for Satur-
day's semifinals

Alter a strong start she he
gan to fade but managed to
cling on to fourth spot and keep
her medal hopes alive

Sri  Lanka's controversial
Susanthika Jayasinghe  jusl
managed to make the semifinal
when she finished fourth be-
hind Sevatheda Fynes of the
Bahamas ;

‘I came Into the race confi-
dent of winning but I got off to a
bad start. Hopefully I can get it
right for tomorrow night's semi-
final.” she said.

Thorpe in medley
relay team

SYDNEY, = Sept 22 lan
Thorpe is set to add to his
cache of three gold and one
silver at the Sy(ﬁuf}; Olymplics
after anchoring  Australia's
4x100m medley relay in the
heats here on Friday, reports
AFP.

Thorpe, who set a world rec.
ord In winning the 400m free
and swam in the finals as Aus-
tralla won both the 4x100m
and 4x200m free relays, won't
swim in the medley relay final

But if the Aussles, who will
be anchored by Michael Klim 11
Saturday's final, Ft'l a medal,
Thorpe will be Included thanks
to his prelim swim,
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NUMERO UNO: US great Michael Johnson running in the 400 meltre
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Bulgaria
WEIGHTLIFTING

SYDNEY. Sept 22: Bulgaria's
welghtlifters were kicked out of
the Olympics and banned for a
vear Friday, as drug scandals
in the tarnished sport over-
shadowed an action-packed
clay of compeltition, reports AFP

The Bulgarian team was
sent packing following two fur-
ther positive dope tests on (ts
lifters, women's 48kg gold
medalist Izabela Dragneva and
62Kkg bronze medalist Sevdalin
Minchev

The new test revelations fol-
lowed the expulsion of men's
o6kg class silver medalist Ivan
Ivanov earlier in the week for a
failled dope test.

Under the International
Welghtlifting Federation's "three
strikes and out” policy, a fed-
eration can be banned from all
international competition if
three of its lifters test positive
within a 12 month period.

The ban marks the second
time Bulgaria's weightlifters
have been sent home In dis-
grace from an Olympics. In
1988 they were disqualified
after two gold medalists failed
rjr][n* tests,

“The Bulgarian Weightlifting
Federation is suspended forth-
with for a period of not less
than 12 months pending an
investigation,” the IWF said
Friday

"All remaining lifters as well
as officers from the Bulgarian
Weightlifting Federation will not
be able to take part in the
Olympic Games."

All three lifters had tested
positive for the diuretic, furo-
seniide, which can be used to
mask steroid use or to help
athletes lose weight.

IWF  vice-president Sam
Coffa said the governing body
believed the drugs had been

AFP photo
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SYDNEY. Sept 22: Gary Hall
\ Ervin shared
Friday,
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competition at the Sydney International Aquatic Centre yesterday

|0-metre platform diving
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China's COUTrse

See page 15

Olvinpic swimming final has
ended in a dead heat

In 1972, Gunnar -Larsson
and Tim McKee touched the
wall in the men's 400m medley
in 4:31.98. Officials went to' the
next decimal place and
awarded Larsson the gold —
two-thousandths of a second in
front of McKee.

After that the rules were
hanged, and in 1984 Carrie
Steinseifer and Nancy Hogs-
head of the United States
shared the gold in the 100m

[Teesd ier hnishing tied in

Pieter van den Hoogenband
was third. The dazzling Dutch
swimmer had set a world record
en route to dethroning Popov in
the 100m free, and also set a
world record en route to the
200m freestyle gold

At first | thought I was tied
with Pieter.” Hall said, a natural
assumption given the way Van
len Hoogenband and his Dutch
teainmate Inge de Bruijn have
flourished here

De Bruijn set her third
world record of the Games on
Friday, topping the semifi-
nals of the 50m free in
24.13sec. She lowered her
own previous record of 24.39,
taking the total of world rec-
ords for the meet to 12 — an
average of two a day.

None of those belong to
Brooke Bennett, but the 20-
vear-old American continued to
close in on the distance world
marks established by Janet
Evans more than 10 years ago

Bennett became the third-
fastest performer in the history
of the women's 800m freestyle
as she completed her 400m-
RO0Om double

Bennett clocked an Olympic
record of Bmin 19.67sec to de-
fend the S800m title she won in
Atlanta

I'm so overwhelmed being
here,” Bennett said. "Two g(:-h]
medals and Olympic record. |
don't think I've gotten hold of
myvsell yvet.”

" Ukrainian Yana Klochkova,
who set a world record in the
400m individual medley and
added the 200m individual
medley gold to her cache earlier
this week, finished second in
8:22.66 inside the top 10 of
all time

American Kaitlin Sandeno
was third in 8:24.29.

Lars Frolander grabbed the
guld medal that was missing
from Sweden's collection,
shocking world record-holder
Michael Klim in the 100m but-
terfly final.

Frolander runner-up to Klim

at the 1998 World Champion-

ships, was lying third at the
turn and }mw(‘rt‘d yast the

Australian in the final 25 me-
ters to win in 52.00sec.

Klim. whose world record

stands at 51.81. took second in
52 18 and fellow Aussie Geoff

Huegill — who in the semifinals
joined Klim as the only two men
to swim under 52 seconds —
was third in 52.22.

It was another huge disap-
pointment for Klim, who opened
the Games with a-bang on Sat-
urday when he set a 100m free- '
stvle world record in leading off
Australia's victorious 4x100m
free relay team.,
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