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In Dhaka city, air pollution
has reached such
levels that it has replaced Mex-
ico City as the most polluted
city in the world

We have been lately in-
formed that no less than 1000
tonnes of pollutants go into the
city's alr everyday, and vehicles
plving the city roads account
for 70 per cent of the pollut-
ants

in such a situation, lead
pollution has reached unbear-
able proportions, causing seri-
ous health problems. The city
dwellers are afllicted with a
number of ailments caused by

air pollution, and experts fear

' such pollution can cause much

|

cC

greater damage to public health
‘in the coming days If nothing is

Wiljone to contain it.

L0l

The situation has been

repsteadily deteriorating with the

burgeoning trend in the num-
ner of motorised vehicles on the
roads The three-wheelers,
known to be the most potent
source of pollution, are yet to be
phased out. And though fresh
duties have been i{mposed on
imported three-wheelers, one
may get the feeling that unless
the for eliminating them
from the roads is pursued with

casc¢

due seriousness and determi-
nation, the menace may con-
tinue, There are other agents of
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A large number of vehicles
spewing black smoke ply the
city roads under the nose of the
law enforcers The mobile
courts set up from time to time
punish the violators seem
sporadic in their functions and
they provide only a partial so-
lution to the problem on our
hands
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shocking

Down to Earth _
Fighting City’s Air Pollution

By A.S.M. Nurunnabi

Obviously, it is not enough
to make rules which are regu-
larly violated. The imperative
need is to institute regular
vigilance to Keep the city roads
free from faulty and ramshackle
veliicles, which usually cause
the most severe type of pollu-
tion. The sad fact is that the
agency for determining the fit-
ness of a vehicle does not seem
to operate with the desired level
of elficiency, as it is believed to
be amenable to unholy (nflu-
cnce r

The terrible extent of air
pollution is grossly visible in
some city areas, for example in
Mohakhalli and Farm Gate ar-
eas. There it hangs like a pall of
smog interfering with clear visi-
bility for the road users

At a seminar organised re-
cently by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry and
some related agencies on the
subject of Tranpotatio (Alr,
Water, and Land) and Policles
related to Infrastructure and
Utilities, speakers alleged the
existence of widespread cor-
ruption and anomalies In
transport sector, stressing that
emission of pollutants must be
checked through application of
stringent laws. One of the
speakers pointed out that the

business in all :‘ilnn-lniouh_
would suffer in the inflow ol
investment and outflow il the

infrastructure and utilities were
not improved further. Another
suggestion made at the seminar
was to set up an institute under
Army supervision to reduce
corruption and to provide
training in matters of certifica-
tion and vehicles safety Inspec-
tion
So to be set

things have

right at more than one point.
No less Important Is the ques-
tion of introducing lead-free fuel
which will help greatly in coping
with air pollution.

Lately. the government has
announced plans to launch an
Air Quality Management Project
for the capital city. The project
is to be Implemented at a cost
of Tk. 29 crore and will be fi-
nanced by the government and
the World Bank. Its major pur-
pose is to reduce the level of air
pollution caused mostly by two-
stroke engines and diesel-
operated vehicles,

It Is well-known that the
level of hydrocarbons, especially
the aromatic hydrocarbons In
unburned gasoline and ‘mobil
are very high. Lead, a very haz-
ardous substance, Is present in
both petrol and octane: so In
addition to the use of unleaded
asoline, the adoption of cata-
ytic converters for motorcars s
a must and needs to be in-
cluded in the project

[f. as the government says,
the Alr Quality Management
Project aims at developing an
air quality management system
in the country to reduce human
exposure to vehicular air pollu-
tion, specially in Dhaka, they
cannot close their eyes to what

lead is doing to people, par-
ticularly children., A recent
study showed that children

living in Dhaka have a higher
percentage of lead in their blood
than any children in the world.
Since lead is known to affect a
person’'s Intelligence by {m-
)airing blood synthesis, thus
warming human organs, tack-
ling the lead threat by appro-
priate means should be an im-
portant factor in the project.

‘British jzidges rule
twins should be separated

LONDON, Sept 22: Britain's

Court of Appeal ruled today
that a pair of Slamese twins
should be separated against
their parents’ wishes, allowing

one to die but giving the other
the chance to lead a normal life
reports AFP

In a dramatic and long-
awaited decision the three
judges sitting in London said
doctors should go ahead with

the procedure to divide the pair

[he operation will condemn
Mary to an almost certain
death, but could save the life of
her healthier sister Jodie

Their devout Roman Catholic
parents from the Mediterranean
island of Gozo, Malta, had
asked the Court of Appeal to
overturn a High Court ruling
fromm last month giving sur-
geons the go-ahead

However, it is still possible

Justice Ward

do to.
The horrific nature of the
life-or-death dilemma was

shown in the comments of Lord
the senior of the
three judges

"‘Mary is killing Jodie,” he
said in his ruling.

Mary "sucks the blood out of
Jodie." It was "parasitic living."

Arriving at the court t‘iil‘h{‘r.
had been an
difficult” deci-

he admitted
‘excruciatingly
sion to make

One's heart bleeds for
family,” he told the BBC

"Fifty per cent of the popu-
lation will agree with the deci-
sion, 50 percent will think we
have gone potty.”

It

the

Ward. who has twins of his
own, said the issue had not
heen fully  explored by the

courts lor centuries,
Ihe twins, given false names

Siamese

survival.

Doctors recomimended that
the girls be separated to save at
least one of the two lives, but
the parents decided that was
mot God's will" and nature
should take its course, even if |t
meant the loss of both children.

The twins are joined at the
lower abdomen. While Jodie is
bright and alert, her twin relies
on her for heart and lung func-
tion.

The court was originally told
that doctors expected both
would die within six months
without the operation

During the hearing, new evi-

dence raised "the horrible
spectre” that they could survive
joined together, possibly for

vears, with Mary slowly drain-
ing away Jodie's life until both
died

A High Court judge found in
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34 arrested from
ZIA for harassing

passengers
By Staff Correspondent

Pollce yesterday arrested 34
people, Including ‘dollar beg-
ars’ from Zia International

rport area on charge of har-
assing incoming passengers,

According to the police, a
total of 277 people were ar-
rested from the alrport canopy
and car parking area on
charges of harassing Incoming
passengers and forcibly carry-
ing their hl%?'gﬂ%f' during the
month of September

Of the arrested, 17 were
male, five women and 12 chil-
dren. The women and children
were sent to vagrant center at
Mirpur for their rehabilitation
The males were handed to
Cantonment police. A case was
filed against them,

The recent rald against the
miscreants and dollar beggars
began fﬂll{)winf, an order lP’l,[iium
the home ministry, sources
sald.

3 held with
arms in

N’ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 22:
Two people were arrested with

firearms from ‘Jalkuri’ bus
stand under Fatullah thana
today.

Fatullah thana police chal-
lenged three youths at the bus
stand for thelr suspicious
movement. They arrested two of
them, identified. as Riyad 28
and Sujan 27 while the other
managed to flee,

Police also recovered
volver and three
their possession .

A case has been lodged with
Fatullah PS in this connection

a re-
bullets from

Four terriorists
held in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 22: Police ar-

rested four alleged terrorists
from Miapara this afternoon
They are Tarek Hossain, Al

Tarek, Shahnewaz Bappl and
Wahiduzzaman.

According to police,  all
them are armed cadres of
professional l‘(”“ll%{ﬁtlllﬂfi.

Of them, Tarek Hossain
one of the accused in JP leader
Abul Kashem murder case

Halling from Chittagong
district, Tarek Hossain, 30
hired to kill Abul Kashem in
April, 1995, as was stated In
the investigation report, But he
could not be arrested so long.

This professional killer was
again named in the general
diaries for threatening AL leader
and former KCC Mayor Kazi
Aminul Huq and BNP leader
Shaharuzzaman Martuza and
two former MPs Abdul Gaffar
Biswas and JP leader Abul Hos-
sain.

These four top leaders of
Awamni League, BNP and Jatiya
Party flled general diarles with
Khulna thana fearing attempt
on their lives by a group of

of
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Family members of Ansars who lost their jobs in 1994 demonstrated
demanding reinstatement. In January 1994, many Ansars lost jobs
decision following violent protest by the Ansar members

Job security,

5%

is

Fire at N’ganj
garments unit:
10 injured

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 22: A
fire broke oul at an export ori-
ented Barments factory in the
town on Thursday night, dam-
aging property and injuring 10
people.

According to fire brigade
sources, the fire originated from
an electric short circuit at the
finished goods section of Sam-
rat and Company (Pvt) Ltd at
around 3 am and soon engulfed
the other sections of the unit,

Machineries and finished
goods, kept under lock and key
during the incident, were dam-
aged by fire.

Fire fighters from Monddal-
para rushed to the spot and
extinguish the blaze with the
help of local people

Ten people were Injured
while extinguishing the fire,

A case was flled with N'ganj
police station In this connec-
tion.

Boat sinks
in Meghna:
Two missing

MUNSHIGANJ, Sept 22: Two
persons were missing as a
mechanised boat sank in the
river Meghna near the Meghna
Bridge under Gazaria upazila of
the district today following a

collision with a cargo vessel,
reports BSS,
The Gazaria thana police

went to the spot.

Police said Arai Hazar bound
engine boat loaded with sand
and stone collided with a vessel
at noon and sank in the river,

People of nearby boats res-

in the city yesterday
owing to a government

who were denied of higher wages and

- Star photo

Inaction, negligence by
cops led to double
murder at Sutrapur

By Staff Correspondent

Administrative inaction and
negligence in duty by the three
suspended sub-inspectors of
Sutrapur police station led to
the murder of two teenage boys
on September 15, according to

official findings.
The three Sls - Shahidul Is-
lam, Mahbubur Rahman and

Llaquat All - were accused of
administrative faflure and neg-
ligence In duty since they re-
fused to respond to the re-
quests by the victims' families,
sources said quoting the probe
report

Mohammad Mohsin, 18, and
Mohammad Saem, 19, resi-
dents of SK Das Lane under the
Sutrapur police station were
icked up from their residence
)y a gang allegedly led by Ra-
bed Hasan Sumon at about
7:00 am on September 15. They
tortured inside the Ganderia
Rifle Club for realisation of Tk
20,000 ransom. Both the vic.-
tims were later killed and their
beheaded bodies cut into s
pleces each were recovered from
a manhole in the area.

See page 11 col 5

Teen-aged housemaid
found dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

A teen-aged housemaid died
mysteriously in the city's Pal-
labl area yesterday.

The dead was lidentified as
Rumana, 17, daughter of Mo-
hammad Ishaq from Nasirabad
in Brahmanbaria. She worked
as a housemalid for more than
three and a hall years at the
Pallabi residence of Shahidul
Islam Bhuiyan, a businessman,
sald the people of the neigh-
bourhood

Rumana died Thursday
night after suffering from diar-
rhoea, police sald quoting the
FIR. A sectlon of local people,

a day before.

Several people from nearby
slums encircled the residence at
house number 133, Road num-
ber 8, B-block of section 12 in
Pallabi from morning till even-
ing and also threw stones on
the 3™ floor of the five-story
building. They demanded trial
of the alleged killers of the
housemaid.

Pallabl police went there in
the evening and assured the
people of necessary action after
autopsy reports.

Police later filed an unnatu-

BNP to stage
demonstration
today

By Staff Correspondent

The main opposition BNP
will stage demonstration across
the country today In protest
against abduction of Its leader
Advocate Nurul Islam and the
worsening law and order In the

country.
The BNP and its different
front organisations will bring

out processions and hold rallies
in each thana and district
throughout the country, ex-
cluding the capital city, also to
protest government atrocity on
the opposition as well as killing
and terrorism across the coun-
try.
Meanwhile, a BNP press re-
lease yesterday called upon all
its unit leaders and wnrﬁ?‘rs to
make the programme a success

Greater Feni unit of BNP
brought out a procession in the
city yesterday to mainly protesl!
abduction of Nurul Islam.

Leaders of central committee
of BNP and {ts front organisa-
tions also attended the proces-
slon

New US envoy
arrives
By Diplomatic Correspondent

Mary Ann Peters. the newly
appointed US ambassador in

Bangladesh, will present ler
credentials to President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Bangab-
haban on September 26.

Mary Ann is the 11th US
Ambassador and the second
women envoy of that country to
Bangladesh. Jane Abell Coon
was the first women ambassa-
dor in Bangladesh who served
from mid-1981 to August 1984.

A career diplomat, Mary Ann
Peters was the Deputy Chief of
Mission of the US Embassy in
Ottawa prior to her new ap-
pointment. She arrived In
Dhaka on Thursday.

Mary- Ann Peters succeeds
John C Holzman who served
from August 28, 1997 till July
2000.

Prior to her posting in Ot-
tawa, Ambassador Peters
worked in the White House as
Director for European and Ca-
nadian Affairs at the National
Security Council. Among other
portfolios in that position, Pe-
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Gulshan,
Dhaka-1212

Unocal is a leading international energy company with operations in Northern
Bangladesh. Unocal currently has the following career opportunity:

Field Civil Engineer - Sylhet

 Responsible for planning, design and supervision of all construction and
maintenance of roads, bridges, locations, buildings and other construction
activities while complying with company policies, procedures, safety
programs and the Code of Conduct,

e Ihe successful candidate will have a degree in Civil Engineering with a
minimum of 5 years work experience in relevant fields preferably with
multinational companies. Previous experience in road construction and
erosion control projects required.

I'he candidate should be an efficient communicator with fluency in written and verbal
English, have functional computer skills, possess good work habits and be willing to
work in a multi-national and multi-cultural team environment. Successful applicants
must pass a pre-employment physical examination and background reference check.

Unocal offers a highly competitive compensation package,
including company-paid hospitalization insurance, annual bonus,
gratuity plan and other allowances. Salary will be based on
qualification and experience.

Please forward your resume and cover letter to either of the
following addresses before October 03,2000 :

Dhaka Svlhet

Director, Human Resources  Field Manager
Unocal Bangladesh Unocal Bangladesh
House# 12, Road # 137 House# |

Sylhet

Upokantho Abashik Elaka
Off Shahjalal Uposhahar
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