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Rings and oath

Just when the routine of the four-year
I cycle for Games had been
established — in Stockholm in 1912
more than one milion spectators
F witnessed a very well-run tournament
- World War | crushed any hopes of a
1916 Olympics.

With Belgium still recovering from
the devastation of the invasion,
Antwerp's selection in 1820came as a
surprise. Antwerp gave the Games
the Olympic flag, the inter-hnked five
nngs. For the first time, too, the
ceremony included the oath pledged
bythe athletes:

“In the name of all the competitors
| promise that we shall take part in
these Olympic Games, respecting
and abiding by the rules which govem
them,_ in the true spint of

sportsmanship, for the glory of sports
and honour of our teams.*
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SYDNEY, Sept 20 (AFP): Schedule
for Day 6 of the Sydney Olympics
on Thursday:

FOOTBALL: Rest Day

HOCKEY
u State Hockey Centre

Men's Preliminanes (Korea v India)
(Argentina v Poland) (Spain v
Australia) (Germany v Pakistan)
Women's Preliminanes (New .
Zealand v South Africa) (Argentina v
Spain)

ARCHERY

BOXING
TRACK CYCLING
EQUESTRIAN
HANDBALL
JUDO

ROWING
SAILING
SHOOTING
SOFTBALL
SWIMMING
TABLE TENNIS
TENNIS
VOLLEYBALL

SYDNEY.
and Chile reached the quarter-

Sept 20: Japan
finals of the Olympic men's
football tournament Wednesday
alongside Brazil and Spain de-
spite both sides losing their
maitches, reports AFP

Japan's 19 match winning
streak came to an abrupt halt
as they were beaten 1-0 by Bra-
zil but South Africa's defeat at
the hands of Slovakia means
Phillipe Troussier's side qualify
for the last eight as group D
runners-up.
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Chile were shocked 1-0 by
South Korea but finished top of
grmu: C on goal difference with
Spain second after their 2-0
victory over Morocco as the
unlucky Koreans missed oul
despite also garnering six
points.

BRAZIL - 1; JAPAN — 0

Brazillan skipper Alex scored
the decisive goal after just six
minutes, ghosting in unmmarked
at the far post to head home
Fablo Aurelio’s deep cross.

Geovannl and Fablano then
went close as the South Ameri-

Medals
Stand

SYDNEY, Sept 20. (Reuters): Final
mecals table on the fifth day of the
Sydney Games on Wednesday:

C

Us
Australa
France
China
Netherands
ftaly

Russia
Germany
Japan
Bulgaria
Britain
South Korea
Ukrame
Cuba
Romania
Spain
Turkey
Slovakia
Switzerland
Poland
Hungary
Czech Rep
Sweden
Canada
Mexico
Lithuania
Croatia
Colombia
Brazi
Belareus
South Alrica
Tawan
North Korea
Greece
Yugosiavia
Uruguay
Nigeria
indonesia
Costar Rica
Belgum
Thaland
Portugal
Latvia
Kuwalt
Kyrgyzstan
india
Georga
Estonia
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SYDNEY Sept 20 (AFP)
Destiny was finally on Alexei
Newmov's side.

The 24-year-old Russian
who settled for Olymple all-
around silver In 1996 led after
every performance here
Wednesday, holding off China's
fast-closing Yang Wel to capture
the Olympic men's gymnastics
all-around title

‘I'm extremely happy.” Ne-
mov sald. "I don't believe this
has happened. I was expecting
it, but | didn't believe it."

Nemov finished with 58.474
points with Yang second at
08.361 and Ukraine's Olek-
sandr Beresh third at 58.212,
edging Ivan Ivankov of Belarus
by . 188 for bronze

‘Nemov is the best,” Russian
team manager Leonid Arkaev
sald. "The thing he showed was
lie's best of these Olymplcs. He

Brazil's hol
cing hightly marked by Japan’s Yuji Nakazawa during their crucial
Group D encounter at the Gabba in H
scraped through following a hard-fought 1-0 win

property Ronaldinho (1)

vesterday. DBrazil

\FP pho

Brisbane

deserved to win "
The champion, however, was

much harsher on himself than
l1is mentor

‘Il was performing like an
automation,” Nemov said I
could have fallen at any mo-

ment. That's how | feel about it
Destiny was on my side and |
ended up with the gold. I have
no idea how. | Jjust do my best
from beginning to end."

Nemov's victory came two
days alter Russia's disappoint
ing third-place team finals fin-
ish behind China and Ukraine

Also providing Inspiration
was the memory of his 1996
near miss. Despite an injured
left shoulder, Nemov lost the
Atlanta all-around title to
China's LI Xiaoshuang by only
049, the closest all-around
fight since 1984 .

Named one of the 50 "Most
Beautiful Guys in the World” by
Young and Modern magazine in

aka, Thursday, September 21, 2000, e-mail: dssports@bdonline.com

cans dominated the first-half.

Japan stepped up the tempo
after the break and in the 56th
minute Naohliro Takahara rose
highest at a corner to ;_{l-‘lllt't' his
header against the post

Concerted Japanese pres-
sure followed and Shunsuke
Nakamura curled another lree-
kick just Inches wide belore

Yuli Nakazawa flashed a header
from another corner wide with
five minutes remaining.

I'he Brazilian delence
firmm though and Japan's proud
run came to an end but they
live to fight another day.

"We |1Ll'-.'l'{1 the best teain at
the moment, which is Brazil,
Troussier said.

‘It was great perlormance
from them and we know what
we have to do to beat them In
the future,

stood

SLOVAKIA - 2; SOUT

South Africa crashed to a 2-
| loss against Slovakia ending
their hopes of progressing (o
the knock-oul stage

Juraj Czinege and Jan Sla-
hor put the Slovakians wo
goals up and Benny McCarthy's
reply turned out to be nothing
more than a consolation

South Alrican coach
Mashaba Ephrain was lelt to
rue missed opportunities

"We played well bul unfortu-
nately we couldn't convert the
chances we had in the second-
half.” he said

SOUTH KOREA - 1;

CHILE — 0

In Group B, Lee Dong-
Gook's tenth minute strike was

!"I"'llLL‘EI] (#)] *_’\]1\"' "‘H"Tltl] H”T".—!
victory over a weakened Chile
side, who were missing star
striker Igor Zamorano through
Injury

"We won the Group But this
is not the way we wanted to
win. We wanted to finish top.
with three victories," sald Chil-
ean coach Tello Rodrigo, who
confirmed Zamorano would be
{it for the quarter-final.

SPAIN - 2; MOROCCO — 0

AC Milan striker Jose. Mari
put Spain ahead In the 34th
ninute ng;nlnt Morocco when

he hammered home a header by
defender Capdevila from close
range

Gabri added a second in the
last minute before Moroccan
defender Fouzi Elbrazi was
sent-ofl in injury time

Brazil will face Cameroon lor

a place in the semi-finals, while
Japan whose bronze in 1968
iIs the only Olympic soccel

medal won by an Asian country
— meet the United States.

Chile play Nigeria, the de-
fending champions, and the two
remaining European sides
Spain and Italy go head to
head

All the games take place on
Saturday

Nemov now has a son
and admits he lives a somewhat
tamer lifestyle than four vears
ago

Sometimes you go to bed al
two in the morning.” he said
Sometimes vou want to have a
beer. That's part of my lifestyle.’

Nemov wott six imedals at the
1996 Olympics. the most of any
athlete at the Atlanta Games,
and he has a chance to win
seven medals here having
qualified for five apparatus fi-
nals that will be contested Sun-
day and Monday

The reigning Olympic vault
champlon and world floor exer-
cise and pommel horse cham-
plorn h!‘;_idil with a 9.787 on the
nigh bar, followed with a 9.80
on the floor and added a 9.775
on horse

Most rivals faded, but Yang
kept on the pressure. When

!Iillr

See page 15

I-I.Y!N(.i ABOVE THE REST: Alexei Nemov, the Russian
i the men's all-round final at the Super Dome yesterd

2

gymnast going through his rings routine during
ay. Nemov won the gold with a score ol 58,474 points.

- AFP [‘ll'lulu

SYDNEY, Sept 20
Pleter van den
ended Alexander Popov's eight
vear reign as Olympi

day following his world record
setting semi with a
the final, reports AFP

100m free
once-mighty
Trll}ijlt'fi 11 |t!'|i

womens
another
was

semifinals
SWINe|
American

oll of Australia’'s Madam But

{ I”j., susie O'Neill in the

200m fhy
Hvinan's

]FIF"‘\J'-HH iH'T"‘H‘ll.q]!

best of 2:07.R7 set in the
lieats her seemed to offer
little threat to world record

holder O'Neill, who had already
won the 200m freestvle gold

But van den Hoogenband
lorcefully served notie z1~ 0ol his
intentions to do Popov out of an
unprecedented third straight
100m freestvle title when he
crashed through the 48-second
barrier with a world record of
47.84 secs in the semi-finals
He broke the four-dav-old mark
ol 48.18 secs, set by Australian
Michael Klimn

His 100m freestyle exploits
followed his world record-set
ting demolition of Australian

[an Thorpe in the 200m free

I'm still dreaming,” van den
Hoogenband said. "I don't know
what I'mn doing right now

As In the semilinals, van den
Hoogenband was happy to let
others set the carly pace. He
was third at the turn, when
Klim led. American Garv Hall
brielly edged into the lead, but
v den Hoogenband inexorably
took over (n the final 15 meters

"Aller 75 meters, | knew |
would bring it home.," van den
Hoogenband satd. "l was in
such good shape.”

"The last two meters was the

hardest," sald Klim, who fin-
ished out of the medals in
fourth place, Just one-hun
dredth of a second behind
bronze medallist Hall. "l was

forcing myself.”

‘It was a tough, and it's get
ting |Hll|3‘[I!‘f all the time." said
Popov, 28, who gets another
chance in the 50m free to be.
come the first man to win the
same event at three consecutive
Cames,

The cherubie van den Hoo
genband, who clalmed his sec-
ond career 100m free victory
over Popov, almost reluctantly
agreed that he had
the mantle of the
freestyler

I won two golds, ves. and |
broke the world records. at this
moment I'm the best.” he said
‘But what Alex has achieved in
the past, he's the greatest, he's
a legend. He'll win the 50,
QO'Nelll was approaching leg-

world's top

end status, too, thanks to her

improvement in Mayv on Mary T

Games go Dutch

Holland's
Hoogenband

1 OO
[reestyle champlion on Wednes-

triumph in

111 & dav that also saw van
clen Hoogenband's comnpatriol
Inge de Bruijn set a new world
record of 53.77set in the

Misty Hyman pulled the wings

LIU FOR BALANCE: China’'s Liu Xuan performing her balance |
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record

ndefeated in the v | O lalfheld pusii, |
since hei '
th 27-vear-old was 2 l
whelming favourite
Olympic career in fron hej :
home fans with a gold in | gy s >
signature event - : ?I. re pi h.::l, : i_'.h. | }

But. Hyman, who nearly re- | 0.8 v a3 b acd o
tired as she strupggled I gt g T S ¥
her techinique when her trad | B :
mark long submerged start w | 3 :
banned, had other ideas

She led from start to finis
(0 win In an Olymy
2min 05.88sec, the s nd last 1
est of all tim: 3

| never imagined it would | riish seems ve'triall ¢ |
like this said Hwvmai 4 .
"When 1 turmed, 1 said 1
self, 'l can do this. I can finish | har Svdn Wil I's
this.' : one bi . Ll

O'Neill, whose world 1 rc
stands at 2:05 81 Wwas s N Im | 1
in 2:06.58 nd \ustralia: [elegra |
Petria Thomas took the bronze | old Medal Speci
in 2:07.12 | went prints

1 went as fast as | Ld | Viarathon | |
night,” O'Neill said | '

O'Nefll and Thomas n | | {O1 h
joined in Australia's valiant but r which its a few stej ,
futile etlort to narrow the gold | [romir a KkKey Olymnj
medal gap to the United Stat l k = ha \
in the 4x200m free rel \ fi

assumed
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PUT MY NAME AT THE TOP!

Hoogenband is delighted after winning the men’s 100 metres
[reestyle yesterday. AlI'P photo

Dutch sensation Pieter van den

K-Olympics
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Malleswari
hrings joy
to India

NEW DI { pt 20: India
1S  gripped by a wave of
uphoria on  uesday As
ightlilter Karnam Malleswart

bhecam th first ever I[ndian
woman b win a medal in
Olyvinpics. reports DPA

Malleswari. the third
individual
11N ll]‘“'l”'

IO Wil 111

women s 69 kilo-

bronze in the
graimn caltegory at Svdney on
| uesdan

'he onlv other Indians to

win medals In individaal events
il ']‘.‘.!1]11 s are wrestler Kesaba
Jadhav 1in 1952 Helsinkl Olym-
ind tennis plaver Leander
\tlanta in 1996. Both ol
them won the bronze

She lifts 240 kilograms and
hopes of a billion™ the Indian
E\]wrv_ newspapel said refer-
ring to the billion-strong
Indian population

"Her

!sfu <

Vaecs at

afc

success is a tribute 10
Indian woimnmanhood,” Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayvee
eaid. He said it would be a mo-
rale booster (0 the Indian con-
tingent at Sydney

Chandrababu Naidu, Chiel
Minister of the southerm state of
Andhra Pradesh f[rom where
Malleswari hails said her
achievement was a matter of
pride for India and her native

siale

The state government also
announced a reward ol one
million rupees (22,000 dollars)
to Malleswari. Federal Minister
of State for Sports Shanawaz
Hussein  sald his  ministry
would give her 600,000 rupees,

Indian
medal in
event bagged the
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