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Erosion plays havoc
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Jhenidah people could not escape the onslaught of river erosion. Photo shows (left) the newly constructed protection dam at village
Purlamadla in Sailkupa upazila is under threat while (right) the people of village Madla waiting for the time with awe when the River

Gorai would engulftheir village.

Erosion by the rivers Padma and Meghna has taken an alarming

turn In Faridpur and Luxmipur districts in recent days, reports UNB.

Erosion by the River Padma has taken an alarming turn in Faridpur
district as parts of the newly constructed Town Protection Embank-
ment went into its gorge in last two weeks.

Some 300 metres of the embankment constructed barely four
months ago, costing Tk 2 crore, have been devoured by the turbulent
river, displacing about 5,000 families in three upazilas.

The upazilas are Sadar, Charbhadrashan and Sadarpur. The home-
less people are now passing their days in miseries for lack of emer-
gency assistance they require,

A senlor official at the district administration said this year erosion
in the three upazilas by the mighty Padma and the River Arial Khan
reappeared in rather more disastrous way than ever before.

The rivers have so far rendered some 19,000 people in the upazila
homeless, he said.

Meanwhile, 60 mts of rice and Tk 9,900 have been distributed
among the erosion-affected people, but the assistance was said to be
too inadequate to meet their requirement.

When contracted Deputy Commissioner of the district said he has
already urged the higher authorities for sending more relief materials,
including cash for reconstruction of the damaged houses and special
VGF cards for 4,250 familjes.

Another report says: Over 2,000 families of Char Alexander union in
Ramgati upazila lost their homesteads into the mighty river Meghna in
last 15 days and leading a subhuman life.

—~-star photo

In last one month, some 8,000 acres of cultivable land. seven ice
factories, 70 shops in two bazars and a bridge went into the gorge of the
river, local people salid.

As a portion of flood protection embankment at Amlipara went Into
the river the adjoining vast areas were flooded réndering many people
stranded.

The homeless people took shelter on high lands or at the houses of
thelr near and dear ones while some of them moved to nearby town in
search of food and work.

The people living on the vulnerable areas were seen shifting their
homesteads to remote places as erosion took a serfous turn.

Il the erosion continues in such a way for next few months, locals
apprehended that the Meghna would engulf Char Alexander totally
like Char Abdullah union.

DC of the district AKM Mahbubul Alam visited the erosion-hit sites
and assured the victim families of proper rehablilitation.

District administration distributed 2 metric tons of rice and a hand-
some amount of cash among the victim families. It also urged govern-
ment Lo allocate Tk 10 lakh and 200 mts of rice to support the home-
less families.

However, in an effort to check erosion, Fisheries and Livestock
Minister ASM Abdur Rob recently inaugurated dredging work of the
river. But the work stopped after a while of the Inaugural function.

Local Water Development Board sources said the work remained
suspended due to fund constraint.

A safe haven for smuggleré

NATORE, Sept 20: There has been an alarming
upswing of smuggling even though police claim that
they have stepped up their drive against the bootleg-
gers, reports UNB.

According to competent sources, Lalpur upazila
has become a safe haven for trading Indian goods
like sugar, salt and phensidyl.

They said Indian goods are brought into the
country in boats through the River Jamuna from
Bohorompur and Chardiarpur and some other
places ol India and supplied to different parts of
Bangladesh in trucks through Iswardi.

A police official, who declined to be named, said
smuggling marks a rise during monsoon when water
level in the Padma rises.

He said smuggled goods are unloaded from boats
iIn Ramkrishnapur, Kolonighat, Taltola, Halghat,
Laxmipurghat and Beelmaria areas even in broad
daylight.

. Each boat carries al ieast three bags of smuggled
goods and each of the bags contains 45-50 kgs of
sugar or salt.

Talking to the correspondent, locals accused

lakh.

phensidyl.

drive.

Bangladesh border guards of turning a blind eyeé to
the bootleggers as they get commission Tk one lakh
for smuggling of sugar or salt warth

In side the country, police in various check posts
allegedly collect Tk 30 and Tk 15 for each bag of
sugar and salt respectively, while Tk 4-5 per bottle of

This year, according to the sources. this criminal
business started here in July and has slowly gath-
ered momentum with the swelling of the river.

Clash over smuggling between the bootleggers
and police is also a common feature In the district.

On September 4, smugglers beat up a female DB
official, damaged her car, and snatched a sugar
laden truck while she was escorting it to Rajshahi
after seizing it in Lalpur upazila in an unofficial

Earlier on July 20, she seized another truck with
300 bags of sugar from the same upazila and alleg-

edly deposited only 220 bags with the Cusloms
office, sparking criticism.

Hundreds of
villages
submerged

MANIKGAN.J, Sept 20: Several
hundred villages in five upazilas
were submerged afresh by flood-
waters as walter levels in various
rivers continued to swell, reports
UNB.

Ichhamati, Dhaleshwari,
Kaliganga, Bangshi and Turag
marked further rise Inundating
vast areas of 35 unlons in Sadar,
Gheor, Doulatpur, Shibalaya and
Harirampur upazilas.

Nearly 70 per cent homesteads
of at least 40 villages in shoal
areas of Doulatpur, Shibalaya
and Harirampur upazilas went
| under walter.

Meanwhile, a good number of
educational Institutions were
closed down due to flooding.
Besldes, huge quantity of fishes
of various ponds and waler-
| bodies were washed away by

about Tk 50

J {lashflood.
Plying of ferries on Aricha-

Nagarbari and Aricha-Doulatdia
routes has been threatened as six
pontoons at the ferry and launch
ghats were swamped with flood-
waters due to unusual rise of the
rivers Padma and Jamuna.

Both the rivers are likely to
rise further.

Electioneering in
. Chandpur gains
momentum
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CHANDPUR, Sept 20: As the

e Y
e

g municipal election is only one
[ CE . -

v week away, electioneering In
B Chandpur Municipality has

gained momentum with the can-
| | didates knocking the doors of
| | voters, reports UNB.

Four candidates are contest-
ing for the post of chairman while
26 women for three seals reserved
for them and 74 candidates for
commissioner posts from 15
wards of the municipality.

As per the 1995 voter list, some
45,635 voters are going to exer-
cise their franchise in the election
scheduled for Sept 25.

This is the scene of Badurtala Road in the heart of Bogra town just after moderate rainfalls, Pedestrians have to

suffer a lot due to faulty drainage system. But who cares?
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The balloting will be held in 21
centres, of which 16 are said to be
vulnerable.

The candidates who have been
in the race for the chairman post
are Incumbent chairman and
Jubo League president Yusuf
Gazl, district Jubo Dal president
Shafiqur Rahman Bhuiyan,
district Awaml League joint gen-
. eral secretary Abu Nayem Dulal
Patwarl and Awaml League sup-

' porter Ahsan Akhand.
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Human traffickers
active in S region

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL, Sept 20: Human traffickers are now active in the southern
reglon, causing concern among people.

According to police sources, the traffickers have established their
network in Jhalakati, Barguna Patuakhall, Pirojpur, Bhola, Noakhall,

Lamxipur, Hatla and San
the transit points.

It is alleged that teenage

weep. They are using Barisal town as one of

girls and womeh with their children of low-
Income group are being allured Into trap in the name of job o

pportuni-

ties in nelghbouring Indla. Later they are trafficked into other coun-
tries. Most of the women are forced to end up In prostitution.

Different sources sald nearly one thousand young girls, women and
children were missing in the southern districts in the last ten years.

Many believe they are trafficked.

It Is learnt that a teenage girl or a young womman is handed over to a

broker in

the border area at the rate of Tk 5,000 to Tk 10,000. Later

they are taken to Calcutta and other cities in India. Many women are
also sent to Gulf states with the help of International traffickers.
Children are sent to the Arablan states to be used as jockey of camel
race. A Jockey sells between Tk fifty thousand to Tk one lakh. Usually
children, who are used as camel Jockey, are lifted or kidnapped from

various parts of the region.
Accordin

g to an unofficial estimate, more than 20 thousand

Bangladeshi girls are engaged in prostitution in Indlan brothels.
A human rights organisation, Rights', recently conducted a survey

on missing incidents In the re

glon. The survey revealed that more than

flve hundred missing incidents were reportied.
According to police and local sources, six teenagers missing recently

have remained untraced.

Child mortality to be reduced

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 20: Iden-
Ulying polio and diarrhoea as the
main culprits for high child mor-
tality rate in the country, the
Health Minister said the govern-
ment has taken up massive
programmes for the development
of child health, reports UNB.

"Eradication of polio and con-
trol of diarrhoea can help reduce
the child mortality rate to a great
extent,” Health Minister Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim sald inaugu-
rating a national workshop on
child health development here
Sunday,

Although the present govern-
ment has succeeded in its efforts
to reduce the child mortality rate,
It's still much higher compared to
other countries of the world, the
minister told the function.

Chaired by DG of Health Ser-
vices Prof ABM Ahsanullah, the
function was addressed, among
others, by local MP Muhammad
All, Health Secretary Sajed
Alamgir Farouk Chowdhury,
UNICEF representative Shahida
Aziar, WHO representative Dr
George Komba Kono, Director of
Primary Health Care and Diar-
rhoea Control Abul Baki and
Cox's Bazar Civil Surgeon Dr

RMCH rejoinder
and our reply

The Director of Rajshahi Medi-
cal College Hospltal (RMCH) has
contradicted a report headlined

ANM Abdul Hye.

Referring to the government's
Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI)
programme, Selim sald it has
contributed a lot to reducing the
country’s child mortality rate,

Under this programme , he
sald, almost all doctors of the
country’s 64 districts have been
imparted training while training
to all health workers is expected
to be completed by Nov 2000.

The Health Minister sald In
Bangladesh the under-five child
mortality rate is 92 in 1000,
infant mortality rate Is 57 per
thousand and maternal mortality
rate is 300 per one lakh.

He sald the government would
observe the ensuing National
Immunisation Week in a befitting
manner with a view to eradicating
polio from Bangladesh by 2000
although WHO says Bangladesh
requires 2001 toreach the goal.

Sheikh Selim emphasised the
need for providing education to
school students on malnutrition
blindness caused by Vitamin ‘A’
and lodine deficlencies, breast-
feeding and measures on diar-
rhoea control under health edu-
cation programme.

All civil surgeons of the coun-
try's 64 districts, divisional
health directors, UNICEF and

WHO representatives, including

the concerned officials of polio
and diarrhoea control

programmes attended the work-
shop. . . |
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Housewife killed

JESSORE, Sept 20: A young housewlfe of Borokhapur village In
Chnw@achhasfxp was strangulated to death allegedly by her

husband for dowry Sunday, reports UNB.

Local people sald Bellal Hossain who got married with Rahima
Khatun, 18, one year ago used to torture her for dowry and eventu-
ally killed Rahima as she denled to bring dowry from her father.
Nelghbours sald Bellal poured poison in the mouth of Rahima in
his bid to prove that she had committed suicide. Police recovered
the body and sent it to hospital for autopsy. Bellal was went into

hiding. A case was flled with the police.

Man kills step mother

NAOGAON, L 20: A young man of Chakmukter area of the
town allegedly killed his step mother over a family feud on Thurs-

day, reports UNB.
lice and local people said Chanchol, 18, stabbed Shirina, 18,

indiscriminately with s mﬁon. as he could not accept the
second marriage of his father. Shirina died after being shifted to

Naogaon General Hospital. Chanchol's father got married with
Shirina a few days ago despite having his first wife (Chanchol's
mother) alive. A case was flled.

Body recovered

GAZIPUR, t 20: The body of an 11-year-old schoolgirl has
been recovered from a water body In Sreepur, reports UNB.

Residents and police suspect that the poor girl was raped, stran-
gulated to death and thrown into the water body. She was missing
since September 11, Autopsy on the body was carried out In
Gazipur sadar hospital. None was arrested in this connection til)
Friday. Another report says that a large quantity of harmful drugs
was selzed In a special drive In certain areas of the district from
September 12 to 14. Police sald the drive was carried out in Hajir
Mazar of Tongl, Hahir Pukur of Boardbazar and Laxmipura. Four
thousand litres of Jawa (liquor contents), liquor, phensidyl were
recovered.

Forged documents unearthed

MANIKGAN.J, Sept 20: Police unearthed forged documents from
a house in Ghlor upazila on Friday and arrested Ishaq All, who is
allegedly involved in a countrywide ring of forgery, reports UNB.

On a secret information police raided the house and found pad,
seal and other documents of a large number of banks, government
offices and such other vital organisations. The group was engaged
in supplying forged deeds, certificates of school, college and uni-
versity. Another report said that Hashem Khan of Chandhor village
in sadar upazila has been killed allegedly by a manpower agent.
Singalr police recovered the body of Hashem, a press worker. Fam-
ily sources of the victim suspect that Hashem was killed on Thurs-
day when he went to demand return of money given for sending
abroad his son. An amount of Tk 50,000 was given to the man-
power agent on assurance that his son would be sent abroad. The
body was sent to hospital for autopsy.

Stolen motorbike recovered

From Our Correspondent
MOULVIBAZAR,Sept 20: A stolen molorcycle was recovered
from a pond at village Jalalabad under Kulaura upazila recently.
According to police of Kulaura police, AKM Shahjahan of the
village was the owner of the motorbike. Police recovered the motor-
bike following confessional statement of Tajul alias Taj, who was
earlier arrested in this connection in this connection.

Six smugglers held

KURIGRAM, Sept 20: Six smugglers were arrested and smu geled
Indian salt worth about Taka 3.5 lakh was seized from their pos-
sessions by BDR personnel on Friday, reports BSS.

According to Officer-in-Charge of Nageswari police station. a
patrol team of BDR jawans of Narayanpur BOP under 24 Rifle Bat-
talion, stopped two country-boats in the River Brahmaputra when
the boats, loaded with 211 bags of smuggled Indian salt, were
entering Bangladesh territory from India, near Kalar Char area. Six
smugglers on board were arrested. The smuggled goods and boals

‘'were seized. The seized goods were deposited with the customs and

the arrested persons were handed over to Nagestari police,
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"Woes of paying bed patients”
which was published on Septem-
ber 5.

In a rejoinder he sald on admis-
sion to a paying bed a patient has
to pay an amount of Taka 402.50.
That is the total amount for the
first seven days at the rate of Taka
07.50 per day. For additional
number of days also the patient
has to pay at the same rate.
Patients of well-to-do families
prefer paying beds to cabins due
to security, round the clock avail-
abllity of doctors and nurses,
emergency medical facilities and
privacy. No seminar was held at
RMCH and no official made any | * |

LA

statement about cleanliness and (F)
services of the paying bed wards. ()
The rejoinder also said all steps
are taken to ensure cleanliness. (1)
Finally it saild no RMCH official
had any discussion with any (9)
newspaper reporter regarding
paying bed and the patients. (®)

Our correspondent's reply: | 2 |
Our report was based on specific
information gathered from doc-
tors, nurses and officlals who
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wanted to remain anonymous i |
and on the correspondent's on | @ | )
the spot observation during a
visit to RMCH and paying bed
ward. The story was to make the
authorities concerned aware
about conditions of the paying %)
bed patients. We would like to
state that the condition of RMCH
has improved considerably after
the present director joined. 1)

Concern over

~eve teasing

MOULVIBAZAR, Sept 20:{ ¢ |
Guardians of school and college
going girls have expressed grave
concern over the alarming rise of
eve teasing incidents in the town,
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