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Vajpayee calls US trip
'‘extremely satisfying'

NEW DELHI, Sept 20 : Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
described his US visit as "ex-
tremely satisfying” but sald India
will not accept any curbs under
the nuclear Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT), Indian press
reported today, says AFP.

Vajpayee, who returned to New
Delhi late Tuesday, told accom-
panying reporters that there was
now an “increasing convergence”
of views between the United
States and India on non-
proliferation issues.

There was also a “greater
appreciation of India's mature
handling of its Internal and exter-
nal security,” The Hindu quoted
Vajpayee as saying,

“The visit was extremely satis-
fying and it has served to consoli-
date the momentum of Indo-US
relations.

“The joint initiatives and the

understandings reached repre-

sent a major step lforward,”
Vajpayee sald following his five-
day officlal visit.

He sald the two sides pledged
to “listen with respect to each
other and seek to accommodate
our mutual concerns.

“Today, there Is better under-
standing between the two on
jssues of mutual concern, spe-
clally of threats posed by interna-
tlonal terrorism and India's secu-
rity perspective,” he said.

Vajpayee said Washington
recognised India's role as a factor
of stability in South Asia anc
added: "We have also project
our willingness to shoulder our
responsibility as a global player.”

However, he sald India will not
be pressured to sign the global
nuclear test ban treaty.

“India will not accept any
restrictions under the CTBT
which could put shackles on
taking sovereign decisions on

strategic matters,” Vajpayee sald,
adding that New Delhi will sign
the treaty only after a national
CONSensus.

“There were apprehensions
that 1 would be pressurised In
Washington to agree to sign the
treaty. But these doubts had no
foundation and there IS no
change in the stand." the 73-
year-old leader sald.

Vajpayee noted that a joint
statement Issued In Washington
following his talks with President
Bill Clinton sald each side would
take decisions on non-
proliferation In their "supreme
national Interest.”

Meanwhile, the two sldes
agreed Lo step up cooperation In
fighting terrorism, he told report-
ers.

"Some steps will be laken
soon”, Vajpayee salid.

The issue Is expecled to figure

again in talks with Russian Presl-
dent Vladimir Putin during his
October 2-5 trip to India.

Both Washington and New
Delhi sald Vajpayee's visit, which
followed Clinton's Indian trip in
March helped forge a new era in
tles, after years of mutual suspl-
clon during the Cold War, when
India banked on the Soviet Union.

However despite an array of
economic and scientific agree-
ments signed this year, some
fundamental disagreements
remain.

The United States Is concerned
about the threat of nuclear arms
race In South Asia, after India
conducted nuclear tests in 1998,
which prompted Pakistan to
follow sult.

Washington Is also worried
that another serious conflict
could erupt over the divided
region of Kashmir.
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South Korean Chairman Joint of Chiefs of Staff Cho Yong-Gil (R) and Henry H. Shelton (L), US Chair-
man of Chiefs of Staff, pose for photographers during the annual Military Committee Meeting (MCM)
boosting mutual military cooperation between South Korea and US, at Seoul's Defence Ministry yes-
terday. The meeting is taking place ahead of the first ever meeting of defence ministers from North

and South Korea next week

~-AFP photo
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India retests
Akash missile

NEW DELHI, Sept 20 : India on |
Tuesday successfully re-tested a
surface-to-alr missile capable of
carrying a nuclear warhead,
defence officlals '
AFP.

at 1:20 p.m. (13:50 BST' ‘hey
sald. .

The multl-role missile, which
has a range of 25 kilometres (155
miles) carries a payload of 55
kilograms (121 pounds) and camn
be tipped

The missile and its fire control
radar system can track 64 targeis
of which four can be engagead
simultaneous 3

lv.
The missile Kas a celling helght

of 18,000 metres (59,400 fmi
and Is capable of detecting

destroying aircraft flying at tree-

top level.

Akash has been tested several |
past seven years, |

times over the
when India first launched an

experimental ballistic missile
named "Agni” (Fire) with a range
of around 1,500 kilometres (930 §
miles). 1

Indo-Pak

JAMMU, India, Sept 20 :
Cross-border firing continued for
the third day today in Kashmir,
with India accusing Pakistan of
launching an assaull as cover for
the infiltration of Islamic rebels,
reports AFP.

Military officials here said
three civillans, including a
woman, were injured overnight
by exploding mortar shells in the
areas of Palanwalan and
Nowshera northwest of Indian
Kashmir's winter capital of
Jammu.

Army spokesman Major Sanjay
Khanna in Jammu said at least

shelling continues

Indian troops in the divided
territory have also opened lire to
silence the enemy guns, he said.

In New Delhi, a defence minis-
try spokesman accused Pakistan
of starting the cross-border
attacks.

"It is an old ploy. They (Paki-
stan) open fire on one sector and
then infiltrate terrorists at
another sector. The firing is also a
cover for the militants to enter in
Kashmir,” the spokesman said.

He said the cross-border firing
did not involve high-calibre artil-
lery. "Ninety-nine percent of the
shells are mortar.”

Pakistani zones, the spokesman
said.

India, which controls the
southern two-thirds of Kashmir,
accuses Pakistan of arming and
training separatist rebels, a
charge Islamabad denles.

The Muslim separatist cam-
palgn in the Indian part of Kash-
mir has claimed some 34,000
lives since 1989.

The two countries have fought
two of their three wars over Kash-
mir since 1ys72

The two South Aslan adversar-
les came dangerously close to a
fourth war last summer when

India launched a full-scale mili-
tary offensive to evict Pakistani-
backed forces from the Kargil
peaks of Kashmir.

1.800 mortar shells had pounded
Palanwalan and Nowshera sec-
tors since cross-border artillery
duels escalated Monday.

"We are only retallating to
ensure that their guns are
silenced" along the Line of Con-
trol that divides the Indian and

Flash floods 1n
West Bengal:
10 killed

CALCUTTA, Sept 20: Flash
floods triggered by heavy rains
claimed ten lives and affected
nearly nine lakh people in three
West Bengal districts with army
and para-military forces swinging
into action for rescue and re'lef
work as rail links between Cal-
cutta and Assam snapped,
reports PT1.

Deputy Chiel Minister,
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee told
newsmen at the state secretariat
yesterday that seven persons died
in Birbhum district.

Three more deaths occurred in
Bardhaman district.

US, ROK reaffirm alliance

SEOUL, Sept 20 : The United
States and South Korea put on a
show of military unity today as
the two Koreas also started secu-
rity talks in a bid to ease tensions
on the heavily armed border.

Top US and South Korean
officers "reaffirmed their tradi-
tional military alllance at their
annual security conference
which started today here,” a
South Korean military official
told AFP.

General Henry Shelton, chair-
man of the US joint chiefs staff,
headed a high-level military
delegation to the security confer-
ence at the office of his South
Korean counterpart, Cho Young-
Kil.

The allies will have high-level
talks Thursday, attended by US

Defence Secretary Willlam Cohen
and South Korean Defence Minis
ter Cho Sung-Tae.

Cho's office sald the agenda for
Thursday’s talks would cover the
growing inter-Korean reconcilia-
tion, the state of North Korea's
military and the combined
defence readiness of US and
South Korean troops.

The two sides will also discuss

ways to curb growing ant-
American sentiment In South
Korea since the two Koreas

agreed at a milestone surmmit in
June to ease tensions on the
divided peninsula.

Seoul wants Washington o
take quick steps to curb crime by
US troops and environmental
pollution from US bases.

As the generals met, inter-

Korean talks started in the border
truce village of Panmunjom to
arrange details of the [irst meet-
ing of defence ministers from
North and South Korea next
week.

Generals from North and
South Korea held their first direct
meeling in Panmunjom in the de-
militarised zone, which has
divided the peninsula since the
1950-53 Korean War.

The defence ministers will
meet on the southern island of
Cheju from September 25 for the
most important talks since the
inter-Korean summit.

South Korea considers the
military talks a key step toward
formally ending the war, which
was only halted with an armi-
stice.

Security beefed
up in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD, Sept 20 : Police
and intelligence agencies stepped
up security in the Pakistani capl-
tal today one day after a bomb
blast in a crowded market Killed
16 people and wounded many
others, officials said, reports AFP.

"Security has been strength-
ened throughout the city and vital
installations and sensitive points
are being kept under strict vigi-
lance,” a senlor administration
official said. ‘ g |

The blast in an Islamabad fruit
and vegetable market on Tuesday
was the first in the Pakistani
capital since military ruler Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf seized
power In a coup October last year.

The bomb exploded in a fruit
crate during the morning rush at
the market, Killing 16 and injur-
ing around 80 people, mostly
traders.

Anti-Taliban
troops retake

town

KABUL, t 20 : Afghan oppo-
sition forces flushed out Taliban
troops from Imam Saheb town In
Kunduz province bordering
Tajikistan after heavy overnight

ting, the anti-Taliban alliance
said today, reports AFP.

Fighting erupted after soldiers
of the Taliban regime entered the
town, vacated earlier by the oppo-
sition in a tactical move by com-
mander Ahmad Shah Masood to
snare the ruling militia, opposi-

tion spokesman Mohammad
Habeel said.
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Philippines President Joseph Estrada (front R) and Roland
Madura (former hostage) waving (L) walk along with France
Ambassador Gilles Chouraqui (second L) and Jean-Jacques Le

before their press conference in Manila yesterday.  —AFP photo

Garrec. (second R also a former hostage) at the Malacanang Palace -

French hostages celebrate
freedom, Estrada vows
to crush Abu Sayyaf

MANILA, Sept 20 : Philippine
President Joseph Estrada,
buoyed by the escape of two
French hostages from their Abu
Sayyaf captors, vowed today to
crush the Muslim rebels "and

redluce them to ash,” reports AFP. |

I'he escape of Jean-Jagques [e
Garrec and Roland Madura was a
major boost to the president, who
launched a high-risk military
assault last Saturday to rescue
the Frenchmen and 17 other
hostages in the face of strong
protests from France.

French President Jacques
Chirac said he had expressed to
Estrada "the thanks of Frsance.”

Estrada, who appeared at a
press conference with the pair,
said he had ordered the military
to intensify its attack on the
southern island of Jolo.

"We cannot stop here, there are
still 17 hostages to go," he said.
"We shall continue to pursue the
Abu Sayyaf criminals and secure
the safety of the remaining hos-
tages."

The Frencmen, seid on July
9while trying to interview hos-
tages, said they slipped away
from their captors Tuesday night
under cover of darkness. But they
saild the assault had forced the
Abu Sayyalf to leave their hideouts
and to travel at night, creating the
conditions for their escape.

Le Garrec thanked Estrada for

taking the "very, very difficult
decision" to order an assault.

Only seven Abu Sayyal mem-
bers have so far been reported
killed and 20 captured despite a
ground and air bombardment of
the tropical Island and a search
by sonie 4,000 Lroops.

While the attack assisted the

|
escape of the Frenchmen and

helped flush out the Muslim
rebels, there were indications
that civilians may have paid a
heavy price for it.

More than 600 Jolo residents
have fled their island by coast-
guard boat and one said that at
least 10 civilians have been killed
during the military assault.

Other villagers who were fer-
ried to the southern city of
Zamboanga told of heavy fighting,
"explosions like thunder” and
almost constant bombardment
as the military attacked the Abu
Sayyaf kidnappers.

The military has barred jour-
nalists from travelling to the
island. The official casualty toll
for civilians is four.

Military chief General Angelo
Reyes said Estrada'’s orders were
firstly to secure the safety of the
hostages and secondly, 'lo
destroy the Abu Sayyaf."

"The imstruction of the presi-
dent Is to do it as fast as possible,”
he added.

Bangladesh Power Development Board
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BPDB’S LOCAL RE-TENMDER NOTICE

Z A complete set of tender documents may be purchased by interested bidders on submission of written application
and on payment of non-refundable fee of Taka as mentioned in column-5 each as above against this tender in the
shape of Bank Draf/Pay Order in favour of Director, Electrical Equipment, BPDB, Dhaka

3 A bid bond equivalent to 2.5% of the offered price shall be submitted with tender.

4 Tender will be received up to 11:00 AM and will be opened at 11:30 AM in the preserved dated as mentioned in
column-6 each as above in presence of the intending bidders or thelr representatives, if any. Tender shall neither
be sent by post nor it will be sold on the opening day offer send by Post/Telex/DHL/Fax will neither be received nor

» it will be accepted.

9. The expenditure will be booked against the project under ADP of 2000-2001 of BPDB for the procurement of
materials/equipment and spares on emergency basis for rehabilitation and replacement of transmission and
distribution system. :

Project Director

Procurement of Materials/Equipment
and Spares on Emergency Basis of
Rehabilitation and Replacement of
Transmission and Distribution System of

Biddut/Jana-467(5)/2000-2001 g

DFP-22485-17/9 | 4

S Director

Electrical Equipment PDB, Dhaka

1 Local sealed re-tenders are inviled by Bangladesh Power Development Board from renowned
: manufacturers/suppliers for the procurement of Electrical Testing Equipment as stated below:
SINo | Tender enquiry No Description of Equipment/Materials | Qty Cost of tender | Tender
OPEREeal - | % AR ; document receiving date
PO | 3 T AL 5 l e R
1. Pur-EQ-16/2000 a) 5 KV Digital Electronic Megger 4 Nos
dated: 7-9-2000

b) Oil Testing Set 4 Nos

¢) Moisture Content Test Set (PPM) 4 Nos

d) Digital Muftimeter 10 Nos

e) Dew Content Meter for SF6 Gas 4 Nos Tk 5000.00 3-10-2000

f)  Dissolve Gas Analyser 1 No

g) Digital Frequency Meter with 16 Nos

Alarm
n) Frequency Recorder 2 Nos
1)  Voltage Recorder 2 Nos

Palestinians threaten to
end talks with Israel

JERUSALEM, Sept 20 : Pales-
tinfans demanded today that
Israel explain why it suspended
peace talks Tuesday only to go
back on the decision hours later,
and sald they would not continue
negotiations If such "game play-
ing” persisted.

"If they want to come to negotl-
ate, we will come. If they want to
play games, the Palestinians will
not continue," Palestinian negoti-
ator Hassan Asfour told AFP.

An Israell minister blamed the
about-face on a misunderstand-

ing, but Asfour said the United
States should intervene to pres-
sure Israel to be serious in the
peace talks.

"We will ask the Americans
what they will do about this ques-
tion. Until now we have not found
an lIsraell partner to negotiate
with. They are only wasting time,”
Asfour said.

Prime Minister Ehud Barak's
office announced Tuesday that a
meeting between negotiators had
been cancelled and the govern-
ment was declaring a "time-out.”

from Tehran,

reglons,

BRIEFLY

TI'OOpS ldll 5 in Aceh: Indonesian troops shot

dead five youths and nine other people were In{ure-d In separate
incidents in the latest violence to hit troubled Ace
dents sald Wednesday, AFP reports from Banda Aceh.

The five were killed during a 20 minute exchange of fire between a
joint military and police patrol and a group of armed men in Blang
Nibong village, in the Samudera sub-district on Tuesday, said North
Aceh Police chief Superintendent Abadan Bangko. But local resi-
dents denied there had been a gunfight.

Strong quake shakes Iran: s swon

earthquake measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale shook northeastern
Iran late Tuesday, the official IRNA news agency reported, AFP says

According to the report, the quake occurred In Bojnourd In
Khorassan province near the border with Turkmenistan at 7:49 p.m.
(21:19 BST), adding that there were no reports of damage or casual-
ties as yet, The tremor s the sixth since mid-August in this part of
Iran, a country which belongs to the world's most earthquake- prone

1, police and resi-

Cuban plane
crashes 1n sea:
O rescued

MIAMI, Sept 20 : Nine survi-!
vors were picked up Tuesday after |
a small plane carrying at least 104
people from Cuba plunged Into

the Gulf of Mexico in mysterious

circumstances, US officials said, §

reports AFP.
Wreckage of the small single-

engined plane was found floatings
in the sea by a Panamanian-j

registered cargo ship some 100

km west of Cuba. and 300 km|

south of Florida's Key West, the
officials said.

sald, reports
. b
An “Akash” (Sky) missile was

launched from a national mis e
test zone In eastern Orissa = ate §

with a nuclear warhead.

A report from Cuba alerting US§
aviation authorities to a hijacking

earlier in the day sparked a major}
| US air and sea search operation.

PARIS, Sept 20 : In the centre
of the Milky Way lurks a
"supermassive” black hole,
whose mighty gravitational force
sucks in light and plays with
three nearby stars as if they were
toys, reports AFP.

The hole, Sagittarius A |, Is
located 26,000 light-years from
Earth at the exact point around
which our galaxy
revolve, astronomers report in

seems Lo

Thursday's issue of Nature, the

lack hole pleys with stars like toys

British scientific weekly.

The existence of Sgr A , to use
the hole's shortened name, has
been suspected for some time
thanks to faint radiation emis-
sions from a cloud of gas and
cosmic dust believed to be
revolving around its maw.

But until now supporting
evidence to pinpoint the phe-
nomenon has been lacking.

The missing link appears (o0

have been provided by ultra-fast
images taken by the 10-metre
Keck telescope on Hawall, one of
the biggest telescopes in the

world, according to a team from J
the Department of Physics and
Astronomy, at the University of §
California at Los Angeles (UCLA). ¥

Taken over four years, the §
images show three stars orbiting
close to Sgr A to be accelerating

US space shuttle
Atlantis lands
in Florida

WASHINGTON, Sept 20 : The
US space shuttle Atlantis landed
early this morning at the Kennedy
Space Centre near Cape
Canaveral, Florida, ending a
successful mission to refurbish
the International Space Station.
reports AFPF.

The five astronauts and two
cosmonauts landed safely after
their 12-day mission, highlighted
by a six-hour space walk to install
cables and a global positioning
system to help the space station

position itself with respect to the
North Pole.

6 die as French
storms flood
southern cities

MARSEILLE, Sept 20 : Three
people died during torrential
storms in the southern port city
of Marsellle late Tuesday, juslt
hours after high winds toppled
cranes and killed three others
along the coast at Montpellier,
emergency services said, reports
AFP.

The Marseille victims died In
floods or In traffic accidents as
more than 20 centimetres (eight
inches) of rain fell between 6:00
p.m. and 11:00 p.m. (1600 and
2100 GMT) in an area where
annual rainfall Is just 70 centi-
metres, police said.

One woman was hit by a bus,
which careered out of control in
the sudden downpour.

S S C—_

Monday in the Afghan refugee
camp of Torbat-e-Jam, a few
dozen kilometres from the Iran-
Afghanistan border. Iran hosts
about 1.4 million Afghan refu-

gees.

- AFP photo
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Azimpur PWD
Tender Notice

1. Tender Notice 06/2000-2001.
No
2.  Name of work Supplving & installation of
computer (foreign made) for

office of the Executive Engineer,
Azimpur PWD Division, Dhaka.
(Ch. to : 267-Revenue works)
Quoted rate.

3 Estimated cost

4. Earnest money 2%

quoted amount.
7 (seven) days.

Time allowed

for completion

of work

6. Cost of tender
documents In/c
Form NoO.
2911

7.  Place of selling

n

dsS

Tk 425/- (four hundred twenty-
five) only (non-refundable) per
set.

under its gravitational influence. |

Division

(two per cent) of the total

Office of the undersigned as well § B

Executive Engineer, Dhaka

PWD Division No. 1,2, 3.4, Eden

Building,

City/Savar/Mirpur/

Motijheel/Maintenance/Resources
/Medical College/SB Nagar, PWD

Division

No. 1.2, 3/

Mohakhali/NarsingdV/
Narayanganj/Munshiganj/Arboric
ulture PWD Division, Dhaka.

8. Place of -do- -do-
receiving
tender

9. Last date of 09-10-2000 during office hours.
selling the
tender

10. Date of Up to 12:00 Noon of 10-10-2000
receiving and and will be opened on the same
opening  the day at 12:30 PM.
tender

11. Eligibility  of Bonafide
contractor/firm suppliers/firms/dealers/agencies.

whatsoever.

DFP-22525-17/9
G-163Y

12, In case more than one tenderer stood lowest quoting §-
same rate. selection will be made by lottery to be held §
on at 11:00 AM in the office of the undersigned.

13. Those suppliers/firms who have no TIN & VAT
registration are not eligible to participate in the tender.
VAT will be deducted from the Dill.

14. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all the tenders without assigning any reason

-y —

18

¢

Executive Engineer |
Azimpur PWD Division §
Segunbagicha, Dhaka §
Phone: 9331089, }




