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Rising Cost of Living

ITH the electricity, gas and kerosene bills inflat-

ing, the living costs are up by another round both
in urban and rural Bangladesh. But that is only the tip
of the iceberg. The rise in the octane and diesel prices
has triggered off a series of price increases pushing up
the cost of living indices well beyond the alfordability
range of the middle and low income groups. With the
fuel prices going up the fares on riverine and land
routes have soared just as the transportation of goods
has become costlier, the latter in turn raising the
prices of daily necessities.

The diesel-operated irrigation pumps will run at a
higher cost, which in time will push up the costs of
agricultural production. The costs of industrial pro-
duction, needless to say, will have been raised by
higher electricity and gas prices as well.

So, that is how the consumers are going to reel under
the chain effects of fuel price hikes. And our govern-
ment must thank its stars that it is being spared any-
thing even remotely resembling the turmoil the gov-
ernments of some major European countries are fac-
ing in the wake of a sharp rise in oil prices, not so much
by deliberate domestic decision-making as by the rise
in the international crude price. The surging demand
of the transport and other service operators and the
consumers in general before their governments have
been that the latter immediately cut back on fuel taxes.
The OPEC has been under pressure to raise the l_evt‘-l of
oil production which it has done alright but w:lthout
any corresponding effect in terms of reduction in the
oil prices being noticeable. Experts don't see any wis-
dom in the conventional belief that an increase in the
availability of crude could put down the oil prices at
the consumer's level because of an exceptional reason
which is this: since the existing refining capacities
cannot cope with an increased output of crude the
petroleum products that are in stock have to be dis-
posed of first in order to make room for refining the
new arrivals of crude. Before that happens the petro-
leum products in hand will sell dear that Is the crucial
factor the world economy has to reckon with.

What can Bangladesh do for its people under the
circumstances? We all know that our oil taxes have
been pretty much on the high side which is why the
fuel prices at the user level have been so exorbitant.
The government has been not only consistently reluc-
tant to reduce the oil taxes it has even refused to bring
down the prices when the international prices
declined.

It is time the government stopped profiteering on oil
prices to balance its budget at the cost of dwindling
purchasing power of the people.

Chased to Death?

NYONE losing his life for police action could be

promptly branded as a 'terrorist' with a series of
allegations churned out against him. As if they have a
right to take the lives of so-called terrorists without
trial.

The latest victim of police excess seemed to be 27-
vear-old young businessman named Mahbub Hasan
Khan Oli of Khilgaon. Youngest among eight children
of a former foint secretary, since deceased, Mahbub
purportedly ran a rent-a-car business. It has been
alleged by some members of his family that of late his
relations with SI Motiur Rahman of Khilgaon thana
became strained as he refused to ‘pay bribes’ to the Sl
regularly. As police raided the Bohumukhi Club
around 3:30 in the afternoon of Monday, when
Mahbub and his friends were gossiping, there they
became '‘panicky’, and in a bid to escape the police
noose they threw themselves into the nearby jheel
(lake). Mahbub was no swimmer. He cried out for help
with outstretcheéd hands but the policemen allegedly
neither helped him nor did they allow others to help
Mahbub. The body was recovered in the morning of the
following day but police did not show up till 7 in the
evening, according to some reports. About eighteen
months ago three persons were chased to death by
police, all of them drowned, in the Subujbag thana
area. What is happening in the city is alarming: the
triple murder, the double murder and now this case of
Mahbub's death. The last two clearly pointed to some
kind of involvement of the police.

Is this the way the people are supposed to get service
from the law enforcers? Police are meant for the pro-
tection of the life and property of citizens but what
some of them are doing is only casting them in ‘killer
image. We demand a thoroughly neutral investigation
into the allegations. The Home Minister must come
down heavily on the policemen whose guilt is proved.
Beyond that, what needs to be closely looked into is the
complaint that many a policeman is showing a ten-
dency to settle personal scores and vendetta. The gov-
ernment must wake up and deal with the situation
with an iron hand.

Fillip to Trade with Thimpu

HE recently signed agreement with Bhutan, in our

view, reflects more than Bangladesh's intent on
carving deeper niche for her products in the fast grow-
ing market in the Himalayan kingdom,; it mirrors her
commitment to facilitate wider access for a landlocked
neighbour. The treaty, which provides for two more
overland transit routes to add to the existing one
through Burimari at Lalmonirhat, could boost the
already "overwhelming” surplus Thimpu enjoys in her
trade with Dhaka. However, in the long run, we would
benefit from the trade and transit agreement because
we have a wider range of exportables than Bhutan.
But, more importantly, it would initiate strengthening
of trade relations on the sub-regional basis in South
Asia.

Since the proposed routes go through the Indian
territory, the Dhaka-Thimpu Trade and Transit Agree-
ment would obviously need New Delhi's co-operation
to be elfectual. Already India's support has been
sought and, hopefully, India would not object to the
proposition. However, one may recall that in regard to
Dhaka-Kathmandu trade and transit agreement con-
ditions were apparently put by the Indian side which
they could easily do without. India should know more
than any other country that enhanced economic co-
operation between her smaller neighbours would also
be beneficial to her interest in the long run.

The Dhaka-Thimpu trade and transit agreement
should thrive on both nations’ commitment to healthy
and mutually profitable economic relations. In 20
years since the first treaty was signed, trade between
the two has grown exponentially. Already, govern-
ments in both countries have started envisaging free
trade between them. Once modalities are worked out
and ways to plug possible spilling over of commodities
into a third country devised, that would become a real-
itv. We hope the next stop would be free trade amongst

all of South Asia.

{E democratic principles

of "equality, human dignity

and justice” are enshrined
in the historic Proclamation of
Independence made by the Con-
stltuent Assembly of Bangladesh
on April 10, 1971. Likewise, the
Provisional Constitution Order of
January 11, 1972 promulgated
by the (then) President of Bangla-
desh described parliamentary
democracy as  "the manifest
asplration of the people.” In keep-
ing with this spirit, the ideal of
democracy has found renewed
and ablding expression in the
Constitution of Bangladesh
adopted on November 4, 1972,

In proclaiming democracy as
one of the fundamental principles
of state policy, the Constitution
has called upon the state to adopt
effective measures to promote
local government Institutions,
facilitate participation of women
in all spheres of national life,
emancipate the peasants and
workers from all forms of explol-
tation, attain rural development
through agricultural revolution,
provide equal opportunities to all
citizens, ensure avalilability of
basic necesslities, and establish a
uniform and mass-oriented
system of education. It contains
numerous universally accepted
fundamental rights of the citizens
with guarantee for their enforce-
ment by the judiciary. Apart from
clearly defining the powers and
[lunctions of the state organs, it
has made adequate provisions for
checks and balances . which
include, among other things, the
requirement on the President's
part to act on the Prime Minister's
advice, the Prime Ministers
responsibility to keep the Presi-
dent inforrned on matters of
domestic and foreign policy and
to submit for the Cabinet's con-
sideration any matter which the
President may request him/her
to refer to it, collective responsi-
bility of the Cabinet to the Parlia-
ment and separation of the judi-
clary from the executive organ of
the governiment. The Constitu-
tion also provides for the holding
of general elections on the basis of
adull franchise.

Indeed the Constitution has
lald down an ideal framework for
bullding a welfare state based on
democratic norms, values and
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In a not too distant past, the statesmanship of Nelson Mandela and Fredrik de Klerk had produced in an
internationally acclaimed accord on dismantling apartheid and post-apartheid political structure of
South Africa. Should it be impossible for Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and former Prime Minister and
Opposition Leader Begum Khaleda Zia to display sagacity, open-mindedness and far-sightedness and to
forge accommodation, if not co-operation, for making democracy work in Bangladesh?

principles. Yet the translormation
of theory Into practice, words Into
deeds, and pledges into reality
appears to be far at sight. To be
more specific, establishment of a
democratic order characterised
by rule of law, good governance,
transparency, accountability and
distributive justice remains an
unfulfilled dream for the popu-
lace. Admittedly, three decades
cannot be viewed as too long a
period in the life of a nation. What

is, however, disappointing, If not
frustrating, 1s that much of this
time has been elther wasted or
not utilised judiciously. This
leads to an obvious question.
Why all successive governments
have not been able to deliver on
the promises set out in the
supreme law of the land? The
reasons are not far to seek.
Ironically, the Awaml! League,
which had won a landslide victory
in the general elections In 1970
and played the pioneering role in
the War of Liberation in 1971,
initiated the assaull on Bangla-
desh's nascent democracy
shortly after its assumption of
power. The creation of the
dreaded Rakkhi Bahini in 1972,
holding of parllamentary elec-
tions in 1973 amidst complaints
and adoption of the Special
Powers Act In 1974 demonstrated
the regime's unwillingness to
tolerate even the microscopic and
non-threatening opposition. To
make matters worse, the party in
power adopted the Constitution
(Fourth Amendment) Act, 1975,
which not only changed the form
of government from parliamen-
tary to presidential but also
scrapped the multi-party system
in favour of a monolithic one-
party rule modelled after the
(then) Soviet Communist Party.
Under the new system, the Presi-
dent was vested with absolute
power and a coalition of the

Awaml League with a handful of
Inconsequential pro-Moscow
parties was launched under the
banner of the Krishak Sramik
Awaml League (BAKSAL). Despite
being projected as a "Nallonal
Party" comprising patriotic and
pro-liberation forces, the
BAKSAL turned oul to be a facade
for establishing and perpetuating
an autocratic rule. Moreover, the
induction of government oflicials
into BAKSAL on a seleclive basis
marked the Inauspicious begin-
ning of politicisation of the
bureaucracy.

The military take-over of
August 15, 1975 put an end to the
BAKSAL rule. But, the damage it
had inflicted on the country's
crawling democracy was far
greater than the ill-conceived
BAKSAL experiment. The tragic
and brutal assassination of Presi-
dent Bangabandhu Shelkh
Mujibur Rahman and most of the
members of his family paved the
way to unconcealed authoritar-
lan rule. Another fallout of the
August coup was the armed
forces' entry into politics and
their alliance with civillans in the
game of power sharing.
Khondoker Mushtaque Ahmed,
who became the new President in
connivance with the coup lead-
ers, moved the country towards
dictatorship. During his less than
three months' rule, the nation
witnessed some of the most
unfortunate developments in its
history, including the gruesome
Killing of four top Awami League
leaders inside Dhaka Central
Jall, overt confrontation between
top brass and young coup lead-
ers, and two counter-coups in
quick succession.

Despite the stepping down of
Khondoker Mushtaque and the
emergence of General Ziaur
Rahman on the centre stage of

power by the force of events, the

democratic process remalned to
be revived for over two years,
Eventually, Ziaur Rahman
restored electoral politics In
1978, a year alter his assumption
ol the office of President. This was
followed by the holding of the
Presidential election which
he won comfortably. In the
National Assembly elections of
1979, the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), which had earlier
been launched by him, emerged
victorious by a wide margin,
though not without allegations of
rigging. The nation's resumed
stride on the road to democracy
was, however, short-lived.

The tragic assassination of
President Ziaur Rahman on May
30, 1981 in an attempted coup
followed by the ouster of Justice
Abdus Sattar on March 24, 1982
in a military take-over unfolded
the longest chapter of autocratic
rule in the history of Bangladesh.
General Hussain Muhammad
Ershad, who selzed power and
subsequently declared himself as
President, failed to earn any
credibility during his almost
nine-year long rule. His repeated
altempts towards so-called “civil-
lanisation” through the floating of
his Jatiya Party as well as heavily
rigged elections, viz. Referendum
of 1985, Presidential election of
1986 and Parliamentary polls of
1986 and 1988, were intended to
ensure his continuance in power.
He also politicised the armed
forces and appointed numerous
top brass to high-level bureau-
cratic positions in order (o
strengthen his power base.
Ershad’'s despotic rule caused
deep anguish and resentment
among the silent majority. Ulti-
mately, on December 6, 1990, he

was forced to resign in the face of

combined movement launched by
all major political parties with

extensive support from the peo-
ple.

With the fall of General Ershad,
Bangladesh has now been under
civilian rule for nearly a decade at
a stretch. In the meantime, it has
also succeeded In restoring par-
llamentary form of government
and conducting two free and fair
elections under neutral Care-
taker Governments.

Undoubtedly, these are posi-
tive, encouraging and forward-
looking developments. The fact,
however, remains that the hold-
ing of rigging-free elections In a
peaceful atmosphere IS not an

end in itself but a means to an

end. Election is not a synonym for
democracy but an indispensable
precondition for establishment

and strengthening of the demo-
cratic system.

Democracy In Bangladesh
remains fragile mainiy because of
degeneration of politics into an
acrimonious struggle for gaining
and retaining power. Conse-
quently, the political situation
has become confrontational and
even volatile. To mention a few,
this has been reflected in relent-
less exchange of accusation
between the party in power and
the opposition; mudslinging and
character assassination at the
highest political level; overt dem-
onstration of partisan feeling on
the part of the Speaker and depri-
vation of opposition MPs' rights in
the parliament; transformation of
the Jatiya Sangsad into an oppo-
sition-free and unidirectional law
making body; induction of hartal-
culture in politics (the frequency
of which has been reduced con-
siderably in recent months,
thanks to the mainstream oppo-
sition parties' understanding for
the common people's sufferings
caused by hartal); intensification
of street politics; recurrence of

Practice of Democracy in Bangladesh

politically motivated wviolence;
crackdown on peaceful rallies
and demonstrations; frequent
armed conflicts between student
fronts of political parties;
patronisation of mastaans (mus-
t:lmm)b;r:;e % criminal ele-
ments ir and mighty
godfathers; and infusion of b?g(

money, both black and white, in
politics.

The political horizon has been
further clouded[m by the executive
censure o ] s
echelons and ﬂm nndhmia,
virtual breakdown of law and
order, enactment of repressive
legislation, politicisation of the
bureaucracy, growing menace of
nepotism and Influence-
peddling, and endemic corrup-
tion.

Such a depressing, dishearten-
ing and demoralising scenario
does not auger well for building a
welfare-orlented state based on
democratic ideals. Does it imply
that there is no light at the end of
the tunnel? The prevailing situa-

tion does not permit a straight -

answer but an expression of
cautious optimism would per-

haps not be Inappropriate. His-
tory is replete with glaring exam-
ples of resolution of Intricate and
intractable Issues of vital
national interest and concern
through dialogue and negotiation
belween Ideal-driven leaders
belonging to diametrically oppo-
site poles. In a not too distant
past, the statesmanship of Nel-
son Mandela - nd Fredrikde Klerk
had produced in an Internation-
ally acclaimed accord on disman-
tling apartheid and post-
apartheid political structure of
South Africa. Should it be impos-
sible for Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and former Prime Minis-
ter and Opposition Leader Begum
Khaleda Zia to display sagacity,
open-mindedness and far-
sightedness and to forge accom-
modation, if not co-operation, for

making democracy work in Ban-
gladesh?

The writer Is aretired Secretary
to the Government and a former
Ambassador/Permanent Repre-
sentative of Bangladesh to the
United Nations Officeés in Geneva
and Vienna.

OPINION

Out of the ambit of state power
for 21 years, AL back in power in
1996 just let us down in deliver-
ing of what it made myriad of
fascinating commitments. When
the administration was found
fumbling with the exacerbated
law and order situation and the
people's frustration rose to the
peak, the government removed
the reportedly sober and honest
personality like Major (Rtd.)
Rafiqul Islam who did not seem to
drag to put his mettle while
dispensing his job as Home Min-
ister and he was even found
seeking cooperation from the
opposition in combating terror-
ism. In his place was brought in
Mr Nasim, a party stalwart who
already held two portfolios, later
relieved of one. He began uttering
tall talks that turned to be merely
claptrap. He set about the comb-
ing operations in the south-
western part of the country torid
those parts of the extremist-
deserters of the erstwhile Com-
munist/Sarbahara parties
engaged in widespread Kkilling
and looting but the operation
ultimately fell far short of the
people’s relief. Udichi organised
meeting was totally marred and
the dais razed to the ground by
planted bombs that massacred
lives of a dozen people including
veteran left leaning politician
Kazi Aref (who was also an active
member of the Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee)] and this
nerve-racking incident happened
when Mr Nasim was in high pitch
of his much trumpeted opera-
tions.

We had to see another carnage
taking place in Chittagong where
eight BCL students fell victim to
the broad day light armed
attack (reportedly by the Shibir
cadres) followed by elimination
of ace journalist Mr Shamsur
Rahman at the hands of the gang
of terrorists who were spon-
sored by those said to be linked

- with syndicate of smuggl

ers and
racketeers. Then came about'the
earth-shaking incident of bomb
plantation in Kotalipara where a
meeting had been arranged for
the PM. Apart from the security
lapses that paved the way for
plantation, how come that such
explosives were transported and
planted when the police
remained drafted everywhere to
keep watchful eyes. Aspirant
Khulna mayoral candidate Mr
Rab was gunned down, and fol-
lowing him began the spate of
killings that took lives of vet-
eran AL leader and advocate Mr
Boral in Bagerhat and BNP
leader advocate Mr Mondal in
Dhaka. And rare is the day when
we do not read any front-paged
news of grisly murder, double and
triple murders, rapes or
gangrapes and larceny in the
jewellery or merchandise shops
and extortion -of money at gun-
point. How many more precious
lives are yet to fall prey to the
terrorists' bullets, Mr Home
Minister? We are not armoured,
but you are our armour, so gird
upyour loins for us.

It is really a matter of deep
concern that two years have gone
by since the changeover took
place, but the law and order
remained as bleak as ever, and
naively speaking some incidents
of the kind were/are so frequent

that it only goes to bear the
starkest testimony to the fact
that the AL government has

totally failed to rein in the all-time
low deterioration of law and
order situation.

The task of law and order is so
grave and great that it warrants
the Home Affairs to be held by
one definitely with proven com-
petence and probity of highest
order with a trait having no
prejudice to any. The grim plc-
ture of lawlessness in every nook
and corner of the country that
our dailies present well speak of

L

1A H Dewan

how ostensibly inept the govern-
ment is and its machinery
abjectly corrupt. It goes without
saying that either the law enforc-
ing agency is wanting in its sin-
cerity of purpose to deal with the
offenders or the enforcers get
squared not to be forthwith in
their actions. We are con-
strained to believe that the AL
government has definitely some
sort of "weakness" somewhere as
in spite of the PM's comimit-
ments to bring to book the cul-
prits irrespective of their political
affiliations, when the BCL acliv-
ists/cadres swooped on the
Education Directorate and
roughed up the officials there to
demonstrate their guts because
of their belonging to the party in
power, it belies what the PM
assured us many a time and oft.
Such cadre-sponsored incidents
are not scarce and have fumed
the people's sentiments to the
extent of detesting the Hasina
government. When the AL gov-
ernment could not bring to heel
its own activists or cadres how
will they be able to frighten others
involved in the criminal acts?

The PSA was introduced a
year ago to let it act as a bullying
bludgeon against the violators of
peace and order and thus afford
security tolives and properties of
the citizens. Alas! It too fell
through and the citizens found
nothing to heave a sigh of relief,
Rather allegations were there
that this weapon was being
used more intensely against the
opposition activists, Lo speak of,
what the opposition had sus-
pected and protested against
about the enactment of the law

just came true. Fenl is the place

where there were such instances
that gave rise to belleve that.

As we strongly feel, a sensitive
Ministry like Home Affairs should
have been the singular responsi-

bility of a person. But a man who
is already holding a lucrative
ministry of telecommunications
that entails no less full time
attention has been burdened
with the additional responsibil-
ity. It seems he holds formidable
clout with the PM, but his
actions have not made things to
be formidable for the terrorists
and criminal offenders. People's
disq
reached the saturation point,
and we are saddened that the
change of portfolio came of no
use except a stunt.

Another competent retired
general, himself an e eer by
career, was stripped of his

charge of Energy Sector and the
PM herself took over, later made
over to another AL lawmaker
Prof. Rafiqul Islam as the coun-
try's loadshedding was showing
no sign of improvement. Genl.
Nuruddin is not one who could
be blamed to be incompetéent or
dishonest. But he could net cope
with the dishonesty, which
permeated through the rank and
file of electricity distribution
system. But with Prof Rafique at
the top also with over two yvears to
his credit, he could make no
creditable  marks of change
towards the betterment of the
condition, rather the incidence
of unabatedly erratic
loadshedding became more of a
common phenomenon to the
utter dissatisfaction of the con-
sumers who are now so sick of it
that many not only keep grum-
bling but also cast foul lan-
guages against the government.
Neither it could proliferate gener-
ation of electricity, nor keep it
from going bad to worse. How
could they do? They could not
even take any actions to remove
the backlog of anomalies in the
system loss by bringing any of the
corrupt officials to task, much

uiet and impatience have .

Changes Brought Forth No Change

less to book and improve the
situation. T
Four years are a pretty long
time for a govt. to grasp the irri-
tated sentiment of the people
and do something drastic at any
cost, either by expanding the
existing installations of power
generation or installing new
ones. A burger power plant
under private ownership com-
missioned during this regime is
just a drop in the desert. AL has
thus failed to respond to the call
of the hour or for that matter of
the people, whereas it was very
much expected to be committed
to the alleviation of the people’s
woes, if not elimination. On the
other hand it has been spending
lavishly in building mausoleums
and squares after its late leader
and others which in fact mattered
little with the people's concern.
Whereas priority was how to
overcome the loadshedding, and
getting it done by any means
merited foremost consideration.
Our ill luck is that it did not hap-
pen. As a resident of a certain
area in Dhaka city, last Friday,
like any other day of the week, I
had the worst time because of
non-availability of electricity for
two hours at a stretch. Then what
good did the change of portfolio
bring forth? ;
Although other ministries
except for Health had not had to
face any change of their men
they are not any better. Corrup-
tion and inefficiency in the edu-
cation department as also the
defaulting culture in the finan-
cial institutions remained as
pervading as ever. The recent
report in the newspapers about
the fraudulently bagging of
crores of taka by the private
colleges in collusion with the men
in the education department was
just shocking. That Inefficiency
of a government breeds corrup-
tion has come to be true of AL

government Heaf&\ sector is still
in total shambles~’although a
comparatively young blood has
been infused. In the THCs doc-
tors maintain their time-
honoured praclice of playing
truancy, and in the cities’ govt.
Medical College Hospitals doc-
tors at the outpatient depart-
ments pay lackadaisical atten-
tion, as much as possible, and
the authority is too lenient to
oversee their performances and
in the indoor the specialists,
particularly those belonging to
certain departments keep on
their heels when a call for opera-
tions would come from the pri-
vate clinics. Doctors by the very
ethics of their profession are
supposed to give unremitting
attention to patients, but some of
them removed kidney in place of
ovary that culminated in the
death of a poor patient, their
negligence caused death of a
lawmaker. But nobody can cause
them to explain their conduct
as they have the bulwark of their
outfit, BMA, before whom govern-
ment seems to acquiesce in what-
ever gross negligence or blunder
they would be accused of.
Scarcity of even low priced
drugs due to paucity of fund
from the government's end is all
tme acute, and free treatment is
now simply an impossibility. The
new blood has however not been
able to resuscitate the organs of
our health system, though he had
made many eye-caiching prom-
ises to that effect.
That almost every front of
state affairs is bristled with
short shrifts, inordinately mas-
sive corruption and
fallures only speaks ill of the
government.
anticipated while we voted them

to power.

Reign of terror

Sir, 1 was taken aback by the
press report of flve gruesome
murders within a span of 16
hours (DS, 18 September). As the
law and order situation of the
country has deteriorated alarm-
ingly, such occurrences of brutal
killings naturally give rise to the
question whether we are living in
a civie soclety or not. The overall
situation has worsened dramati-
cally, if not mysteriously over the
past couple of months. Criminal
reports are occupying the front
pages of all national dallies
almost everyday. Crimes of all
calegories are going on unabated
and Incidents of murder, hijack-
ing, mugging, kidnapping, loot-
ing, children and women repres-
sion (particularly rape) etc are
making their room for press

coverage but to whose benefit?
The society we have been living In
has been in the grip of terror and
horror and the common people
have completely lost thelr secu-
rity of life. Their sense of security
has been jeopardised, thelr mis-
erles and sufferings are being
compounded day after day but no
one dares open his mouth com-
prehending grave consequences.
In a desperate bid to rid them-
selves of this horrible situation,
the privileged section of the soci-
ety are availing the first available
opportunity to leave this country
(Sonar Bangla) and migrate to
some other land and settle there.
The deterforating law and order
situation and the ever-increasing
environmental degradation are,
among many other factors, per-
suading the glfted and talented
sons of the soil to desert the coun-

try in Incre‘aslng number culmi-
nating in the so-called 'brain
drain’, But who will put a brake to
this trend il the overall situation
prevalling in the society and the
country as a whole, continues to
remain as It 1s?

Mohammad Arwaruzzamean
202/G/6 Mohammadi
Housing Lid

Mohammadpur, Dhaka- 1207

Hoping for a better

tomorrow

Sir, The last year of this millen-
nium Is not a happy one, the
whole world seems to be in the
grip of political unrest, natural
disasters, accldents, criminal
activities and many sort of seri-
ous diseases,

Forest fire of a fearful magni-
tude raged through the western
parts of America and In many
states of Asla severe floods made
life miserable, many people had
died in land slides, tornadoes also
ravaged many countries. People
suffered from heat waves,
drought and unpredictable
wealther.

Quite a number of aeroplanes
had crashed in which a great
number of passengers lost thelr
lives, the tragic death of 118
crews of the Russian submarine
'‘Kursk’ had shocked the whole
world.

And in our country, people are
passing thelr days in overwhelm-
Ing fear and anxiety as crimes of
all sorts are Increasing and
dreadful diseases are taking a
serlous turn,

In addition Dengue, a deadly

disease is spreading rapidly,
many people have been afflicted
by it and quite a number of them
have already died.

A new century is only a few
months away and we don't know
what is in store for the future
generations but one thing we
know that if everyone forgets
about their petty interest and
strive for the interest of the coun-
try and the people then the world
will indeed be a better place tolive
in.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Hapless country,
helpless people

Sir, The law and order situation
of the country is in a complete

disarray. Murder, rape, mugging,
political unrest and crime of all
sorts have turned out to be so
common that everybody seem to

have become quite apathetic
about it. No one knows who would

be the next victim or whether
he/she would be able to reach

government is crying hoarse
claiming the situation to be under
control and the law enforcing
agency to be on their toe to main-
tain peace and stability in the

soclety. But in reality all we seeis
disarray and disorder. If the
government don't wake up now
the day Is not far away when our

Sonar Bangla will be recognised

as a real hapless country a‘ndlm

people the most helpless.

Shamim Ahmed Jitu
2nd year, B.S,S.(Hons )
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