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Internal feuds among min-
Isters, senlor party leaders and
cdistrict leve] leaders are demor-
alising workers, making Awaml
League's prospect for a second
consecutive term appear bleak

A fact-finding mission found
that the AL high command
knew of the squabbles but pre-
ferred to maintain status quo of
sorts fearing backlash. Eighteen
teams comprising 100 former
and present leaders of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League were dis-
patched to all 64 districts on
September 1 to survey party
popularity and current status of
the organisational activities,

Former BCL leader Abdur
Rahman, who will submit the
survey reports to AL President
and Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina. has asked all those who
failed to meet the September 10
deadline to finish their reports
within a day or two.

Some 20 student leaders
who visited different districts
disclosed some of their findings
to The Daily Star on condition
of anonymity.

Though people appreciated
many welfare-oriented works of
the government, the student
leaders said, many local leaders
earned a bad name for the
party lor engaging in power
struggle ignoring party interest.

The rivalry between Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
and Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad has vitiated AL
politics in Sylhet district. Be-
sides, several groups of its stu-
dent front are at loggerheads.

Of the 19 parllament seats
in SIX constituencies in greater
Sylhet, AL has 15 seats and
except in Habigan|, there are
squabbles everywhere.

in Suumn%anj.

Samad Azad anc

Abdus
prime minis-

consecutive term

By Reaz Ahmad and Abul Kalam Azad

ter's parliamentary affairs advi-
sor Suranjit Sengupta patronise
two rival AL groups. Suranfit's
position is not so well at the
moment and {f he Is to regain
his seat in Sunamgan| conten-
tious issues between Samad
Azad and Suranjit have to be
resolved, according to a report.

In the absence of a com-
mittee for the last seven years,
district unit of BCL Is In a
shambles, the report said.

There are two groups within
the party in Moulvibazar as well
and there has been no meeting
of fhe party unit for quite a long
time now.

In Habiganj, the party runs
the risk of losing its seats If the
leadership conflict in the dis-
trict goes unabated.

The morale of party workers
in Khulna is currently very low
due to internal feuds startlnF
from union up to district level.

Killing of local AL leader Kalidas
Boral and subsequent reports
about the involvement of AL
men in the killing have tainted
image of the ruling party In
Bagerhat.

oreover, rivalry between
minister Dr Mozammel Huq and
party whip Mir Shawkat All
Daru have divided the workers
into two groups. The BNP Is

reaping political dividend
cashing in on the crises. AL

workers fear that these factors
would definltely * affect party’s
prospects in the next election.

The scenario (n Barisal
where AL won two out of six
seats Is not encouraging, elther
as leaders and activists who
joined the party only recently
are out to make quick money
witliout caring about organisa-
tional activities or the party's
image.
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s week's ¢cover story ol
the Star Magazine is on de-
forestation in the Modhupur
Tracts. Due to indifference
our deciduous forest with its
unigue bilodiversity is slip-
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Democracy in

Bangladesh
By Anwar Hashim
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Sun Hises } Sun Sets

Sept 21|

' | 5.56 pm
Sept 22| 5-47 am |
September 21

I Azan @ Jamaat

Fajr | 445 | 5-15
Zohr | 12-45] 1-15
Asr | 4-30 | 4.45
Maghrib | 6-03 | 6-08
Esha | 7-45 | B-15
Source: Islamic Foundation
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| The prime minister replying

' AL to keep its election pledge

of autonomy for radio, TV

to questions yesterday.
-t = = = <—PID pheteo

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina has sald that as per Awarl
League's election pledge, her
government would give auton-
omy to the state run Bangla-
desh Betar and Bangladesh
Television on the basis of rec-
ommendations of the Radio-TV
Autonomy Commission.

The Prime Minister was re-
olying to questions from people
}mm the National Betar B{lahan
last night. She appeared for the
first time in the live radio pro-
gramme titled “"Peoples’ Ques-
tion: Prime Minister's Answer.”
The state-run BTV and private
television channel ETV also
telecast the hour-lon pro-

graimnme in which people from
across the country asked ques-

“tions over-telephone:

The process of glving auton-
omy to the Betar and BTV was
being delayed because these
were in a pitiable condition
when AL came to power. These
problems were being taken care
of first, Hasina noted.

“We will of course keep our
election pledge. The past gov-
ernment had neglected Radio
and TV. We have modernised
these with Japanese assis-
tance,” she said.

Besides, “"We have done
something which was not our
election pledge. We have al-
lowed private television channel
Ekushey TV."

The PM said the commission
formed to recommend auton-
omy to Radio-TV submitted its

' StepagelT eol 7 -

Rajuk demolished yesterday parts of Segunbagicha Jame Masjid (mosque) built illegally on the
under-construction Stargate-Notre Dame road at Segunbagicha with the consent of the
mosque committee. Rajuk officials and local people alleged that the mosque was built to grab

about five katha of public land.
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The World Food Programine
(WFP) has suggested the gov-
ernment to stop distribution of
rations among government ein-
ployees to give the poor more
access to food.

“Why does the government
have to give food to people like
the military, police and other

roups who get salaries?” WFP
Dr

Jountry  Representative
Werner Kiene asked. '
“That Is not necessary. The

PMO okays
armymen in
bank boards

Star Report
The Prime Minister's Office
yesterday gave the final go
ahead to a plan to appoint army
officials in the boards of state-
owned banks and financial In-

stitutions, sources said.
Brigadier Talilbur Rahman,
Brigadier Ismat Aluned Chowd-
hury, Brigadier
Alam, Brigadier Ahmed Mukta-
dir Arif and Brigadier Abul
Hashim Khan are on the pro-

posed list

Earlier, the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) had rejected a Fl-
nance Ministry proposal to

make defence personnel direc-
tors on the board
The BB rejected the proposal

| on the ground that they do not

conform to the policy of having
persons with relevant back-
ground and knowledge who can
play meaningful roles in finan-
clal institutions.

The Bank Reform Committee
in its report had specifically
nwn{lunmi that people with
adequate knowledge about the
banking system and those who
can contribute to the develop-

military needs to be paid good

Md Manjur | tagied, reports AFP

ment of banks should be put in |

the board

Assault on women

Bangladesh ranks
second among
a dozen stafes

Bangladesh ranks
among a dozen countries with
higher percentage of women
assaulted by male partners,
according to a UN reports, says
UNB. '

second |

The State of World Popula- |
tion Report 2000 says that in |

Bangladesh, the percentage of |

adult women reporting physical
assault by male partners is 47
and it is 67 in Papua New
Guinea. The percentage is 45 In
Ethiopia, 45 in India and 34 in
Egypt.

The report, released globally
by UNFPA yesterday. calls for

|

partnerships between govern-
ments and non-government
orgaiisations, among govern- |

ments, civil societies and inter-
national bodies to end massive
global violation of human rights
and ensure equal place
women in the society,

United Nations Population
Fund's representative in Bang-
ladesh Janet E Jackson re-
leased the report at a press
conference at the Jatiya Press
Club, Assistant representatives
Nurul Ameen and Tahera Ah-
med also analysed some as-
pects of the report.

The report titled “Lives To-

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

O TS A0 AT WEWTT Ay

-3
~p
shares.
-
(three) lakh taka.
-
year.
-~
-

DFP-22548-17/9
G-1643

NOTICE

Regarding submission of income tax return for
individual category of tax-payers

The last date of submission of income tax return for
individual category of tax-payers is 30-09-2000.The
honourable finance minister has announced
oudget speech that the date for submission of income
tax return will not be extended further.

“Self-assessment” will have to be written on the income
tax return submitable in self-assessment system.

~ The directors of company can submit income tax return
In self-assessment system irrespective of number of

Statement of asset and liabilities will have to be
submitted with the return if total income is more than 3

The acknowledgement receipt in case of submission of
return in self-assessment system given by tax office will
pe regarded as the order of fixation of tax for that tax

The income tax return form will be available free of cost
in the concerned tax office. The photocopy of income
tax return form will also be regarded as acceptable.

For detailed information regarding submission of return

and payment of tax, it is requested to contact Tax
Consultant Centre, 133 &

Road, Dhaka, Phone: 415369 or Second Secretary
Income Tax Law & Regulations), National Board of
evenue, Phone: 406593 or concerned tax office.

Website: http

N his

133/3 Kakrail, New Bailey

National Board of Revenue
J//www . nbr-bd.org.

Raushan likely to chair joint
rally in Mymensingh

~ Despite  strong  opposition
from within BNP, Jativa Partv's
senior vice-chairman Roushan
Ershad is tipped to preside over
the Joint public meeting in
Mymensingh town on Septem-
ber 25.

BNP Chalrperson Khaleda
Zia, JP Chalrman HM Ershad,
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Golam
Azam and Islami Oilkya Jote
Chalrman Azizul Haq will ad-
dress  the  Joint meeting at
Mymensingh  Circult House
ground.

Sources said the JP has
been requesting the BNP to
allow local MP F’Fuus!mn Ershad
to  chair the meeting In

By Rezaul Karim

Mymensingh arguing that there
Is serjous Infighting within the
local chapter of BNP,

But BNP had wvehemently
opposed the JP contention,
saying that there has been no

committee of JP in Myvmensingh
for a long time, Moreover, BNP
Is the largest opposition party
in the country with committees
in everywhere and so the presi-
dent of the BNP unit in
Mymensingh town should chair
It.

Being the largest opposition
party., NP leaders presided
over the joint public meetings
already held in Dhaka, Chit-
lagong. Rajshahl and Khulna.

Khaleda hersell was averse
to the idea of allowing a JP
leader to chair the meeting. She
told central and local leaders
that AKM Mosharraf Hossain
MP, President of Mymensingh
(South) unit of BNP, would the
man for the job.

Before leaving for Saudi Ara-
bia on September 13, the BNP
chief had assigned Standing
Committee member Dr Khan-
daker Mosharraf Hossain MP
and vice-chairman M Shamsul
Islam MP representing the party
in the Central Liaison Comunit-
tee to settle the issue with JP.

She also instructed them to

See page 11 col 8

Cancer Hospital limping with
shortage of docs, equipment

The Natlonal Institute of
Cancer Research and Hospital
INICRH) Is finding it too hard to
cope with patients seekin
treatment as It Is Hmping with
shortage of doctors and technl:
clans and  non-functioning
equipment,

Sel up In the early eighties
with assistance from the Rotary
Club at Mahakhall in the city,

I NICRH s the only one of its

By Shehab Ahmed

Kind tn the country.

There s a heavy rush of pa-
lients who require hospitalisa-
tion but most of them are un-
able to find place In the 50-bed
hospital. They are being referred
to other hospitals, mostly to
Dhaka Medical College Hospl-
tal, NICRH sources sald.

Those lucky to be admitted
to NICRH also do not get proper
treatinent as  most  of the

equipment cannot be operated
due to shortage of techniclans

or those need repair or re-
placement.

The sources further said the
outpatient department of

NICRH where about 100 pa-
tients turn up dalily Is also fac-
ing problems. A good number of
the patients seek treatment for
ear, nose and throat (ENT)

See page 11 col 6
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salaries but the use ol tood Is
not appropriate,” Kiene told The
Dally Star In an Interview on
Friday.

“So we sald go away from
using food as a budgetary In-
strument or as salary Bllp}}lt'-
ment for fellow people, use food
for the poorest people who
needs it for better develop-
ment,” he sald.

“Food Is a special develop-
ment instrument, It should not
be used or abused for other

Hoogenband snatches
Popov’s crown

SYDNEY. Sept 20: Dutch
and US swimmers dominated
the Olympic pool today, but the
battle ra r.-cll worldwide else-
where with 14 countries shar-
ing the 18 golds that were con-

The pick of the day was
Dutchman Pileter van den Hoo-
genband who asserted himself
as the new King of the pool as
he took gold in a race billed as

the greatest men's 100m free-
style of them all
But van den Hoogenband,

who set a new world record by
t;r*c'-:'unll]g the first man ever to
swim the 100m under 48sec on
Tuesday, was only one part of
yvet another Double Dutch in
the pool as Inge de Bruijn set a
world record before taking the
women's 100m gold '

Van den Hoogenband's un-
sealing of Russian Alexander
Popov as king of the Olympic
100m was his second gold
medal winning performance of
the week. Earlier he defeated
Thorpe in 200m free,

Van den Hoogenband's de-
feat of two-time defending
champion Popov came moments
after American Misty Hyman
dethroned Australia’s Susie
O'Neill, in the ‘200m butterfly.

stunning O'Nelli's hometown
crowd.

O'Neill, the world record-
holder and undefeated since

her triumph in Atlanta, was the
overwhelming favourite to cap

her Olympic career at home
with a gold in her signature
event

O'Neill announced her re-

tirement following the defeat
Outside the Aquatic Centre
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Sabrina 38th
among 42

SYDNEY, Sept 20: Bangla-
deshi shooter Sabrina Sultana
ended her Sydney Olympic
campaign on an utterly frus-
trating note, finishing 38th
among 42 in her favourite event
- women’'s 50 metre rifles three
position - at the International
Shooting Centre in Cecil Park
here today, reports UNB.

Sabrina, the SAF games gold
medalist in the event, scored
5994 points from three positions
- prone. standing and kneeling
- worsening her previous best
ol 560. made in the Olympic
qualifier In March this year,

oee page 11 col 8
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By Mustak Hossain

cops

purpose. We are pushing for
realignment of food assistance
It should not In any way be
given to those who are not
poor.'

The WFP is advocating rea-
lignment of the food assistance
as Bangladesh has now
achleved a 'much more secured
food supply situation’. There-
fore time has now come to 're-
assess the way food assistance
Is used in the country in order
to close the remaining food

access gap', sald kiene who is
leaving )]IIHRFI shortly on com-
pletion of his assignment here.
The country's food produc-
tion rose to 25.7 milllon tonnes
in fiscal 1999 -2000 from about
15 milllon tonnes in 1980-
1981, he mentioned.
Bangladesh should continué
its efforts to produce more food
as half of Its 125 million people
live below the poverty line, he
sald. “One quarter of the

See page 11 col 6
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American cyciist Marty Nothstein makes a victorv lap

his son lvler, 5, onr his bike to celebrate his victory in the
mens sprint competition yesterday on the track

of Dunec
Gray Velodrome during the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games
~ AFP photo
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10 killed as bus,
truck collide
in Gazaria
By Staff Correspondent

At least 10 people were killed
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and more than 20 others were
injured when a passenger bus
and a truck collided at Viti-
kandi of Bhoberchar in Gazaria
near Daudkandl yesterday eve-
ning, eyewitnesses said.

‘he accldent occurred when
a speeding truck hit the bus
from D‘Ilcltﬂ at about 6 pm.
Three people died on the spot

Police sald the lH_IlII“{-‘J pas-
sengers were taken to different
hospitals in Dhaka and nearby
Bhaberchar Health Complex in
critical condition. Seven people
succumbed to Injuries.

Police said the identity of the
dead passengers could not be
known timediately.

Police seized the truck and
the bus. The drivers of both the
vehicles. however, managed to
escape,

Election to DU
VC panel

today

By DU Correspondent

Election to the Vice Chan-
cellor Panel of the Dhaka Uni-
versity will be held at a special
session of the University Senate
today. ;

According to Dhaka Univer-
sity Order '73, a three-member
panel would be elected by the
84-member DU Seninte,  the
highest policy-making body of

See page 11 col 6
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