Seminar : The Cultural Centre of the Islamie Republic of
lran has arranged a seminar on ‘Personality of Hazrat Fatema
Status of Women' on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Hazrat Fatema Zahra (AS) and Women Day.
Venue: Cultural Centre auditorinm, House-54. Road-8/A, Dhan-

Zahra (AS) an

mondi. Time : 4 pmn.

Fllm ShOW: High Comunission of India will screen Dil To
Pagal Hai starring Shahrukh Khan and Madhuri Dixit. Venue:

ndian High Comunission auditorium. Time : 6.15 pim.

Spanish film session : zahir Raihan Film Society will
screen Mujeres Al Borde de un Ataque de Nervious (Women on the
verge ol a nervous breakdown) and Atame! (Tie me up, tie me
down). Venue : Goethe Institut, House No 10, Rd No 9, Dhan-
mondi R/A. Time : 530 pm & 7,15 pm respectively.

ral ceremony: The inaugural ceremony of
Wintechi E-Commerce Centre will be held. Venue: 71 Kemal
Ataturk Avenue (27 floor), Banani. Time : 4 pn.

Cultural function: Joyodhwani, a Dhaka University-
based cultural organisation, in association with the High Com-
mission of India will organise a cultural programme. Special at-
traction of the function s Bharatnatyam which will be performed
by the students of Prof. CV Chandrasekher. Venue
brary auditorium. Time ; 6:30 pm

Inaugu

Seminar :
lam of BUET will

Inaugu

On “Satellite Conununications - _
Means for Global Multi-media Communications”. Prof Saiful Is-

presenit the key-note paper. Venue: Seminar
room. Civil Engineering Building ot BUET. Time : 4.30 pm.

ral ceremony

Public Li-

A Dominant

The inaugural ceremony of

Rupa Knitwear (Pvt) Ltd will be held. Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria will present as chief guest. Venue: Factory premises, Ku-
nia. Board Bazar, Gazipur. Time 4 pn. ;

Pedro Almodovar retrospective : Tocones Le-
fanos (High Heels) by Pedro Almodovar will be screened on the
last day of Spanish Film Session organised by Zahir Raihan Film
Society, Venue: German Cultural Centre, House-10, Road-9,

Dhanmondi. Time : 5.30 pm.

Indian film show: The High Commission of India will
screen ‘Josh', a feature film. Venue: Auditorium of the high com-
mission, House-25, Road-2, Dhanmondi. Time: 6.15 pm.

ceremony: The launching cere-
mony of a book on 'An [nquiry into Causes and Consequences of
Deprivation of Hindu Minorities in Bangladesh through the
Vested Property Act: Framework for a Realistic Solution” will be |
held. Prip Trust and Association for Land Reform and Develop- |
ment have organised the event. Venue: Planning and Develop-
ment Academy, Nilkhet. Time : 3 pm.

Book launchin

Thundershower likely

Lisht to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind are likely at most places over the country
during the next 12 hours till 6 pm, reports UNB

Day temperature mayv remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period. Met office said

Yesterday's highest temperature of 32.4 degree Celsius was
recorded at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 21.5 degree Celsius at

Khulna.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:57 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:47 am.
1}1

City/ Town

?‘ti:'ix
Dhaka 27.8
Chittagong 31.6
Rajshahi 24.6
Khulna 20
Barisal 29.0
Sylhet 27 .2
Cox's Bazar 324

Maximum and minunum temperature and humidity recorded
some major cities and towns yesterday were :
Temperature

in Celsius

percentage 5
Mi aning Evenin ]
23.5 9 9
4.5 81 82
, i 100 100 |
B 100 100 |
4.5 92 96 |
2.4 96 91
5.0 88 85

I NI N BN N D ¢

Humidity in

HERE and THERE

[ SO AR R N

Old Dhaka
Welfare Assoc

The Old Dhaka Wellare As-
sociation has threatened to
gherao the City Corporation
Bhaban demanding early repair

of dilapldated roads. remove
traffic jam, clean sewerage,
street light and bypass road in
Sutrapur Lohar Pool, reports
UNB.

Associafion at a meeting

Monday expressed concern that
there was no improvement,
rather the situation worsened,
despite assurance held out by
Mayor Mohammad Hanif.

It said residents of Narinda,
Dayaganj. Sutrapur. Ganderia,
Islampur, Laxmibazar, Farash-
ganj Faridabad. Millbarrack.
ostagola and Zurain are the
worst suffers.

The meeting also appealed to
the President and the Prime
Minister to pay proper attention

for rcsol\*ing the problems of
Old Dhaka city.

Federation of

youth organisations

National Federation of Youth
Organisations in  Bangladesh
organised a discussion [ the
city vesterday in observance of
the Millennivm Peace Day. re-
ports UNB y

The federation in collabora-
tHon with its associated and
member organisations held the
(!Lif'uﬁﬁiml entitled “the Role of
\_rnmg People in Construction of
Sustainable Peace in the Soci-
ely.

Dulal Biswas, ASM Mannan.
§|1kur Salek, Aminul Islam. Dr
Golam Faruk, Hasan Zaman.
Tasmin Rana. Tipu  Sultan
Khan and A Sarker Babu took

part in the discussion. sald a
press release,

BCL farewell
By DU Correspondent

Ruling party backed student
organisation Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) yesterday
hosted a farewell reception to
its Dhaka University unit presi-
dent Sajjad Hossain, 0 is
leaving for England to study
Bar-af-law. :

The programme, held at the

Bat-tala on the campus. was
addressed by the leaders of
central  executive  committes

and different hall units.

Discussion on

Biswakarma Puja
Bangladesh Kathshilpi Sra-
mik Sangathan. an organisation
of the country’'s wood workers,
luesday arranged a discussion
to celebrate the Sri Sri Bishwa-
karma Puja at Tantibazar in the
city. reports BSS. :
International Affairs Secre- ‘
L
|
|

tary of Bangladesh Awami Jubo
League Advocate Najibullah
Hiru was the chief guest at the
function chaired by president of

the organisation Babu Tarapad
Sarkar. ‘

President of Joy Bangla |
Sangskritik Jote Salahuddin |
Badal, former student leaders
Jahangir Ahmed., Nirmal Gos-
wami and Babu Sudhangsu Roy
also spoke on the occasion.

Mujib Adarsha |
Mullayan Parishad |

Mujib Adarsha Mullayan
Parishad in a meeting on Sun-
day hailed Prime Minister |

Sheikh Hasina for her speech at |

the United Nations,
press release,

Held at the Parishad central
office, the meeting was presided
over by G.A. Momin.

Abul Kashem Fazlul Hoq,
Noor Mohammad Noor. Quazi

says a

| businessman

Md. Firozzaman, Zainal Abedin,
Rafigul Islain Mukta, Shafiud-

din Siddique, Dr. Entaz Ali,
Sayed Batter, Siddiqur Rah-
man, Harun-or-Rashid Haw-

lader, Dr Jogesh Karmoker, and
Ashrafuddin spoke on the occa-
sion.

Refﬂrriuﬁdm the PM’'s speech
at the UN Millennium Sunmit,
they said this is perhaps for the
first time that any leader spoke
in a very clear and candid voice
agalnst capture of power by
force after removing any elected
government in any country.

Anando

Dhaka based NGO, Anando.
together with the German Em-
bassy awarded prizes to twelve
children aged between 3 and 10
as the winners of a painting
competition. a press release

sald in Dhaka yesterday.
ports BSS.

A total of 93 children took
part In the competition, whicl
was held on September 8 at the
Anando premises in Banani and
subjects of painting covered life
in Bangladesh and Germany,

rc-

| Vested Property Act ’

‘Cabinet committee

meeting postponed
By Staff Correspondent

The second meeting ol the
Cabinet Committee on Vested
Property Act which was sched-
uwled for yesterday, has been
deferred till September 24, offi-
clal sources said.

The meeting was postponed
as a member of the committee
did not turn up yesterday. The
cabinet committee comprises
six ministers and state ninis-
ters,

On September 3. the Cabinet
decided, In principle, to return
the vested property to thelr
original owners and formed the
cabinet committee with Law,
Justice and Parllamentary Al-
fairs Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru as (ts convenor to for-
mulate a draft law (n this re-
gard.

The first meeting of the
committee held on September
on 12, discussed probable ‘po-
litical implications of the deci-
slon.

Reception to
meritorious
students

Daffodil Institute of IT (DIIT)
and The Daily Ittefaq Jointly
accorded a reception vesterday
to the meritorious students of
H.S.C and the certificate hold-
ers of International Diploma in

Computer Studies from NCC
(UK) this year, says a press
release.

Tasmima Hossain, MP, Edi-

tor of the Weekly Anannya was
present at the function as chief
guest while Dr Chowdhury Md.
Mofizur Rahman. Departmental
Head. Computer Science & En-
ineering, BUET; Prolessor Ja-
1anara Begum. Principal of
Dhaka College and Hamida Ali.
Principal of Viquarunnesa Noon
School and College., were pres-
ent as special guest. '

Managing Director of Dallo-
dil Computers Ltd and Chair-
man of DIIT Sabur Khan pre-
sided.

The programme was divided
into four parts. Students were
given awards at the function.

The programuie was
rounded off with a quiz contest
arranged by DIIT. Winners were
given gift packets.

Govt urged to
name N’gan;

stadium after

MAG Osmany

By Staff Correspondent

Some 24 freedom fighters in
a joint statement yesterday
demanded of the government to
name the newly built third na-
tional stadium at Narayangan|

after General MAG Osmani,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Liberation War.

They expressed utter sur-

prise at renaming of the sta-
dium after late Khan Saheb
Osman Ali on September 16
when the Prime Minister inau-
gurated the stadium at Fatulla,
Narayanganj.

They recalled that during the
inception of the stadium project
in 1994, it was decided that the
stadium would be named after
MAG Osmani.

The signatories to the state-
ment include, Col. (retd) Kazi
Nuruzzaman, BU, former min-
ister Abul Kashem. former whip
Abu Sayeed Khan, Rezaul Ah-
med, Ismail Hossain Bengal,
and Noim Jahangir.

BNP secy gen
leaves for S’pore
today

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyvan leaves Dhaka
for Singapore today for treat-
ment, reports UNB.

He will have medical check
up at the Mount Elizabeth Hos-
pital under heart specialist Dr
Charles Toh, said a party press
release.

Obituary

Sanjit Tewary, son of
Shamvu Prosad Tewary, died on
September 11 at Thakurpukur
Cancer Hospital, Calcutta. He
had been suffering from lung
cancer. He was 33, reports
BSS.

The deceased was cremated
in Caleutta. His Shraddha will
be held at his residence at 12
Kalibari By-Lane, Mymensingh,
on September 21,

Sanjit was a prominent
of Chhotobazar,
Mymensingh, He left behind his
wile, one daughter, relatives
and admirers to mourn his
death.

Lack of safety

From page 12

The Incident of tire took
place on the night of August 27
after 150 workers went to sleep
on the third floor after their
night shift work.

An officlal of the factory,
when contacted last night, said
they would arrange safely
measures as directed by the
Fire Service authorities.

Repgarding compensation for
those Killed, the officlal said the
company has initiated the proc-
ess but payments would take a
few more days,

Gulshan police registered a
general diary (GD) In connec-
tion with the (ncident. Bult they
did not lodge any FIR, saying
this needed recommendation
from the Fire Service.

Fire Service authorities saic
that they did not lodge any FIR
since another Inquiry into the
incident was going on.

- was recorded

‘Definition of genocide
should be incorporated
in penal code’

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohinddin Khan Alamgir
vesterday said that definition of
genocide  should be  incorpo-
rated In the existing Penal Code
of Bangladesh to try the hated
war criminals of 1971, reports
BSS.

“War criminals could be
tricd under the law of the land,
but | think definition of geno-
cide should be incorporated in
the penal code for trial of the
planners and executors of the
world’s most hated genocide,”
he sald.

The minister was speaking
at a discussion on “trial of the
war criminals® as the chief
guest held at the NSC audito-
rium  organised by Sonar
Bangla Sangskritik Parishad.

Among others, Justice K M
Sobhan, Barrister Amirul Islam,
Sved Hasan Imam, General
Secretary of Bangladesh Awanmil
Jubo League kd\'{_m‘il‘tt‘ Kazl
Igbal Hussain, Director of Na-
tional Security Intelligence Ani-

sul Haque Mridha, Depuly At-
torney General M Farugq and

President of Jolbangla
Sangskritik Olkya Jote Sala-
huddin Badal addressed the
function.

Dr  Alamgir pralsed Prine
Minister Shelkh Hasina for her
courageous role and historical
stand against the military and
autocratic regimes across the
globe.

“The genocide and oppres-
slons over innocent HBengali
people committed by the Pakl-
stanl occupation forces during
the War of Liberation should be
projected more and more in the
International forums for creat-
ing awareness against military
rules throughout the world,” he
sald.

Justice K M Sobhan said
Sheikhi Hasina rightly pointed
out the problem of unconstitu-
tional rules as she devoted her
politics to establishing the
democratic right for every hu-
man being.

Euro Parliament team

From page 12
opposition she demanded inter-
national polls observers be-
cause the post-75 rulers won
the elections through ‘massive
rigging.

About relations with opposi-
tion parties. the prime minister
said that their differences were
ideological. "Our's Is a pro-
people party, it is 50 years old
and has its roots among the
masses.”

She said the two main oppo-
sition parties were born in the
cantonment. The military rulers
captured the power and then
formed the parties to give le-
gitimacy to their illegal capture
of power

The Prime Minister said her
party had long struggled for
restoration of democracy in the
country. because it believes
that without democracy peace
cannot be established and
without peace development is
not possible.

She mentioned various de-
velopment projects taken flor
the welfare of the people and
sald under these projects mil-

Flood

From page |

snapped.

Our Sirajganj Correspondent
adds: Flood hit five upazilas of
the district as the river Jamuna
registered a further rise.

The affected wupazilas are
Kazipur. Sirajgan] Sadar,
Belkuchi, Chowhali and Shah-
jadpur

About 50 thousand people of
flood-hit upazilas have taken
shelter on safer places and
western side of Bangabandhu

Jamuna Bridge. Road Commu-
nications with the affected
upazilas have been snapped.
Our Correspondent from
Satkhira writes: The low-lying
areas of the district have been
inundated. At least 40 per cent
Aman crops have been dam-
aged and two hundred shrimp

enclosures inundated. Water
Development Board recorded
127mun raintall in the district

during the last 24 hours ending
at 8 pm today

In Manikganj. the low-lying
areas ol the district have been
submerged due to incessant
rain and onrush of water from
npper catchment

Road communication be-
tween the district headquarters
and four upazilas was snapped,
causing immense sufferings to
thousands of people.

Prices of essentials have
sharply gone up in various
markets in the district due to

inclement weather and disrup-
tion of road communication

According to Water Devel-
opment Board, the Jamuna
marked rise by 8cm in last 24
hours and the river was flowing
d4cm above danger level while
the Kaliganga recorded rise by
7cm at Tesra point.

Meanwhile, 24mm rainfall
in the district in
last 24 hours till 6 pm yester-
day.

lions of deprived people were
benefited, rehabilitated and
replaced in the soclety.

The delegation members told
the Prime Minister that they
have already visited some proj-
ects of the government and
particularly mentioned the
Ashrayan project, land recla-
mation project through river
dredging. projects on informa-
tion technology and removing
the arsenic problems. They said
the European Union is ready to
give all-out support for these
projects.

Describing the projects, the
Prime Minister said that under
the Ashrayvan, 20,000 poor
families have been rehabilitated
and provided with micro-credit
and employment generation
opportunities,

She said for removing the
problems of arsenic contamina-
tion the government has taken
steps to ensure safe drinking
water to the people, suggested
use of surface water and is
identifying tubewells contami-
nated by arsenic.

About river dredging. she
sald huge landmass could be
reclaimed through dredging

Hasina also mentioned the
government programmes for
removing illiteracy from the

The European Parlia-
praised the
in this

country
ment delegation
governments success
regard

‘The Prime Minister men-
tioned the contribution of NGOs
in this context, saying they
were providing informal educa-
tion that substantially helped
the government in its drive to
remove illiteracy from the
country

She mentioned the govern-
ment success in housing proj-
ects for the people and a special
project to rehabilitate the slum-
dwellers in the villages through
“Ghore Fera” (return home)
programimne

Referring to the restoration
of peace in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, the Prime Minister
hoped that the international
donors would come forward to
assist in development projects
taken in the CHT.

Rain
From page |
6 pm today, the Met office said

The highest rainfall of 146
min in 12 hours from 6 am to 6
pm yesterday was recorded in
Rajshahli, followed by 81 mm in
[swardi. 76 mm in Chuadanga,
60 mm in Jessore, 59 mm in
Satkhira. 43 mm in Khulna, 32
mm each in Khepupara and
Fairdpur and26 mm in Tangail

There was no rain in Chit-
tagong, Cox’s Bazar and Teknat.
the Met office said.

In the city, dark clouds
blanketed the sky throughout
the day. The rainfall was re-
corded at 22 mm. The mini-
mum temperature was 23 de-
gree Celsius. Intermittent rains
partially disrupted life in the
City.

ADB: Aid squeeze

From page |
ance and efficiency In {fmple-
menting on-going projects.
Replying to a question that
ADB so far did not make any
ald commitments for this year.
Suphaphiphat said Bangladesh

may get an ald commitment of
USS 160 million for three proj-
ects this year and the agree-

ment would be signed by the
year-end

A USS 170 million aid com-
mitment this year for four proj-
ects has already been cancelled,
Lie sald., _

However, Suphaphiphat in-
dicated that ADB would try to
maintain an average annual
lending level in the range of
USS 400-500 million including
an ADF component of USS8 350-
400 milllon as per a Partner-
ship Agreement on Poverty Re-
duction (PARP), signed between
the bank and the government.
He also sald that the ADF
lending would depend on avail-
ability of resource and the rest

would come from Ordinay
Capital Resource (OCR), the
bank's commercial lending
wing

Muhit sald although aid flow
Is coming down globally, Bang-
ladesh should get more ald for
Its  "prudent management” of
loreign aid over the years He
opined that the country should
get ald worth 10 per cent of Its
GDP while it recelved only 3.3

per cent,

he former finance minister
said aid in its current form
would not be there in near fu-
ture although technical coop-
c¢ration would increase and
trade would become more (-
portant.

Mulit said Bangladesh
should get more ald because of
its Increasing investments in
soclal sectors, which Is 30 per
cent against not more than 22
per cent in other countries ol
the same level

Asked whether Bangladesh
should buy executive jets for
the President and the Prime
Minister when the forex reserve
dipped down to its lowest and
every citizen has a forelgn debt
of Tk 6000, Muhit said the idea
Is "completely meaningless and
it would be wastage of valuable
money”.

The ADB is one of the major
development partners of Bang-
ladesh with a cumulative |t'll§-
Ing of USS 5.9 billlon and tech-
nical assistance grants totaling
LSS 156 milllon as of December
1999.

ADB started {ts operation in
Bangladesh In 1973, Its lending
increased from an annual aver-
age of about USS 70 million in
the 1970s to about USS 230
milion per annum in 1980s
and to USS 310 million annu-
ally during the 1990s, Supha-
phiphat said.

a  book,
Si!m{mtyu' (World Architecture

'Kishor Bishwa

Sthapatya’
launched

By Staff Correspondent
The publication ceremony ol
Kishor  Bishwwa

for the Juveniles), an Introduc-
tory book on global and local
architectural achievements and
trends, written by Prof Dr Ni-
zamuddin Ahmed, was held In
the city yesterday.

State Minister for Youlh,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaldul Quader launched the
book at the function as chiel
guest,

"Bangladesh has a rich ar-
chitectural heritage. Varlous
architectural sites Includin
Ahsan Manjll, Paharpur an
Mainamati should be preserved
through concerted efforts of all,”
he said.

Mansur Ul Karim, President
of Bangladesh Scouts, Dr. Syed
Anwar Hossain, Director Gen-
eral of Bangla Academy, and
Mahfuz Anam, Editor of The
Daily Star, attended the cere-
mony as special guests.

Speaking on the occaslon,
Vice-chancellor of BUET Prof Dr
Nuruddin Ahmed sald archi-
tecture s a new profession In
Bangladesh. Research books
and articles on the subject are
not easily available In the
country. Prof Nizamuddin Ah-
med has taken the initiative
kne‘ping this fact in mind, he
added.

“If any juvenile aspires to be
an architect after reading my
book, that will be my greatest
pleasure,” Prof Nizamuddin
Ahmed said.

Grocer missing

From page |

According to record at the
district cooperative office, there
were only 31 registered mein-
bers of the society. Razzak took
Tk 1.4 lakh as loan last year
against the deposit of his coop-
erative society, but he did not
return it.

Thousands of Investors are
now desperately trying to trace
Razzak. Police, however, could
not trace him.

Police have been deplovyed in
>haliidnagar area to avoid any
untoward incident District
cooperative office has formed a

one member probe body in this
regard

Five drown

From page |

shops at that time and

feared to have drowned

dare

Locals along with SDS, a|

non-govermnment orgarnisation
working here, were conducting
rescue operation. But they
could mnot trace any of the
missing five till filing of this
report at about 8.30 pm.
Erosion by the Padma has

devoured 1.500 homes so far In |

this rainy season

Sutrapur

From page 1

for Elimination
Collaborators

iee

and of

of Killers |
1975 |

about a year ago,” said a resi- |

dent. Sumon’'s nomination for

the post was sponsored by a top |

leader of ruiiug Awami L.t"dglit”
who is also a Cabinet minister

According to a large number |

of residents, Sumon soon
joyed immunity from police. He
acted the 'judge', conducted

en- |

‘trials' at the club and handed |

downn punishments. He was
often seen closely
matters with police officers at
Sutrapur thana, they alleged
“Sutrapur area has a large |
population of destitute families. |
especially along the Dholaikhal
box culvert. Notorious criminals |
from those areas soon backed |
Sumon and enjoyed protection |
from police,” said another resi-
dent of Sutrapur. |
Until yesterday, Sumon |
could not be arrested by the |
Detective Branch of police who
took over the double murder
case from Sutrapur thana !
“In Sutrapur area, you can |
not stop the killers because
they can be readily recruited. |
All you have to do is to catch
the pgodfathers. Here in Su- |
trapur, both enjoyed protec-
tion,” said a police officer.
Ward Commissioner Saidur |
Rahman Shahid, who started |
his carrier as a vegetable ven- |

dor and later became a million-

also from
who fled

aire, 1iIs

Shahid, to London

Sutrapur.

recently. faces a series of mur- |

der charges.

Local people said, in the ab-
sence of Shahid and Kkilling
Advocate Habibur Rahman
Mondol last month, Sumon
moved in to fill up the vacuum
of a godfather.

“ We are sure Sumon is now
hiding under the shelter of
some big shots of the govern-
ment where neither police nor
its Detective Branch can reach,”
sald a resident who is also an
AL actlivist In Sutrapur area,

Marubeni

From page 12

reconunendations by the Inter- |

national Finance Corporation
(IFC). The IFC endorsed the
original subsidised gas tariff
and recommended that the
government sell per thousand
cuble feet (one unit) gas to
KAFCO at 0.75 US dollar till
2005. From May 2005, the gas
price would be 1.05 dollar per
unit for one year, Afterwards, a
price Increase by 3.5 per cent
every vear would be {mple-
mented making it 1.2 dollar in
2010, In 2013, the price would
be Increased by 4 per cent to
| .35 dollar per unit.

The domestic bulk rate of

gas, sold by Petrobangla to the
state-owned power plants and
fertiliser plants, (s now 1.1 US

dollar per unit. |

discussing |

traders from Bangladesh

cuss ways and means

Mamata’s move

From page 12

by saying “the graph of political
violence and related clashes has
been steadily rising in parts of
West Bengal and specially in
those districts where the politi-
cal alllance opposed to the rul-
ing alllance has been pgaining
ground. It Is significant that
there has been a sharp spurt in
political violence after the Pan-
skura ‘lmrhamentary bypoll on
June 5 (in which Trinamool
defeated Left Front). This kind
of violence and that too on this
scale Is unprecedented . . . (t
spells a great danger for democ-
rac#,

here Is no doubt that the
tone and tenor of Advani's letter
to Basu Is strong and gave the
izu}:russlﬂn of confronting the
Left Front government.

Before sending the letter,
Advani had stated that all op-
tions, including dismissal of
Left Front government, were
avallable to the NDA dispensa-
tion at the Centre in the wake
of political violence in West
Bengal, triggering storm of
protests from Left parties.

But BJP sources here said
the utterances by Advani, Fer-

nandes and other NDA con-
stituents about the political
situation In West Bengal Is

almed at keeping up the pres-
sure on the Left Front govern-
ment in the state and to placate
Mamata Banerjee.

Knmﬂrl% the severe con-
straints of Vajpayee governiment
to dismiss Basu government,
why Is Mamata making the
demand? It is generally agreed
that she has fresh assembly
elections In West Bengal iIn
mind. The performnance of
Trinamool Congress in the
coming elections are crucial to
her political career which re-
volves around the ablility to
project the party as the only
viable alternative to Left Front.

Trinamool victory In Pan-
skura bye-elections gave the

feeling to Mamata that the
Marxists' bastion held in tact
for 23 years at a siretch may
not be that invincible. Panskura
was a test case for Trinamool's
strategy to fight the next as-
sembly elections, a strategy
that rests on two main points:
(i) resist attempts to use l[orce (O
manipulate polling and (fl) beat
the opposition in its own game
of alleged rigging.

However, reallsing  that
Trinamool does not have the
organisational might to match
the Marxists throughout West
Bengal in pushing through its
Strategy, amata has been
pressing for some kind of inter-
vention from the central gov-
ernment before the fresh as-
sembly polls so that her party
r'tlal some kind of “level-playing
feld.”

One development that must
be bothering Mamata is that
Trinamool victory in Panskura.
the Left Front did much better
1 panchavat and municipal

polls held between May and
July this year. Even in Cal-
cutta, where Trinamool man-
aged to wrest control of the civie
body from the Left, the overall
vote share of the Left Front has
actually gone up while the
share of Trinamool fell.

In the process of lrn-'r)h'm;i
the entire NDA into her politica
battle against Left Front in West
Bengal, Mamata may also have
further delayed the retirement
of Jyoll Basu.

The CPI(M), Basu's party. Is
itself not in the best of times
now. It faces the prospect of
losing the status of a national
party after ils vote percentage
dropped sharply In the 1999
general elections and there are
dissensfons in the party’'s ranks
in West Bengal. Basu, who was
to have called it a day from
administration responsibilities
on September 15, now looks set
to continue at least for some
more months now

Thorpe back
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school student Yun Mi-Jin took
the accolades on land as she
headed a South Korean team
which swept to a 1-2-3 finish in
the archery

"l didn't expect to win any
medal, let alone the gold,” said
Yun who has taken time off
school to compete in Sydney

“I just trusted fate - I must
say thank you Mum.”

China remained dominant in
women's weightlifting. Chen
Xiaomin set new snatch and
total world marks with an em-
phatic win in the 63kg class

Lin Weining, the 21-year-old
Chinese in the 69kg division
took the gold medal because
she was lighter than Erzsebet
Markus of Hungary after both
lited a total of 242.5kg in
wliich Markus hoisted a snatch
world record of 112.5kg.

The bronze went to Karnam
Malleswari, who became the
first Indian female to win an
Olympic medal despite being
angered by press jibes that she
was “overweight, drinking beer
and eating too much chicken
and cheese.

The 4.,000m team pursuit
world record was broken twice
first by the Ukrainian cyclists in
the semi-final and then by
Germany in the final when the

broke the magic four-minute
mark with a time of 3:59.71.

Australia Andrew Hov en-
tered the hall of legends as his
team won an historic third con-
secutive gold medal victory in
the equestrian three-day event

Having been in all three
winning team he joins Dawn
Fraser as the only Australians
to strike gold in the same even!
at three consecutive Games

In gymnastics Russia's
Playboy pin up Svetlana
Khorkina fell on a release move
on the uneven bars. gifting the
women's team crown to Roma-
nia

But it seems Sydney cannot
have an Olympic day without a
drug scandal as Kenyan 4x400
metres relay star Simon Kemboi
was sent packing after the
sport's governing body the FAAF
revealed he had tested positive
for anabolic steroids

The tennis competition be-
gan with second seed, Brazil's
Gustavo Kuerten sweeping

aside wildcard entrant Christo-

phe Pognon of Benin 6-1, 6-1 in
just 38 minutes, but bigger
action off court as British

player Greg Rusedski launched
a tirade against tennis chiefs in
Britain

He later climbed down
ing: "I made a mistake
never have brought up such a
discussion during this time.”

Say-

| should

Transit routes to Bhutan
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May, 1998 to conduct joint
feasibility study to identify the
routes.

Lhatu Wangchuk said Bhu-
tan is keen to expand trade
with Bangladesh and the new
routes would shorten distance,
reduce costs.economise time
and facllitate export of goods
from central and eastern Bhu-
tan

Observers believe that the
two proposed transit routes
would enable the landlocked

kingdomm to have access to the
outside world, including Chit-
tagong and Mongla ports in the
near future

Bhutan mainly uses Indian
land routes and also depends
solely on Calcutta port for its
international trade.

During the Bhutanese
team's visit, the two sides also
noted that infrastructure facili-
ties are badly lacking at Buri-
mari land port and immediate
steps should be taken to de-
velop the facilities including
telecommunication and ware-
housing.

About Delhi's permission for
the new transit routes. a dip-
lomat concermed said. "India
can hope to reap benelils by
providing new transit routes to
both Nepal and Bhutan while it
is bargaining for transhipment
rights from Bangladesh.”

Meanwhile, officials of
Baugladesh and Bhutan at dif-
ferent levels have now decided
to meet more frequently to dis-
\ o ex-
pand bilateral trade. Meetings

are likely to be held every six
months.

Some sources sald Bhutan

has also proposed creation a
Free Trade Area between the
Iwo
should be worked out so that
goods from one country could
enter
tariff barrier and any scope for
'spilling over of commodities
into a !
has responded to the
saying that it would serfously
examine
such a
- established,
the first country to be a part-
ner.

countries. Modalities

the other without

any

Dhaka
proposal

third country.'

proposal and if
Trade Area was
Bhutan would be

the
Free

An number of

Increasing
have

started visiting Bhutan to ex-

plore the [ast growing inarket
there. Bangladeshi garments
ceramic tableware, pharma-
ceuticals, leather. batten
tronics and cosmetics could
lind an emerging market in
Bhutan, business sources said.

elec-

Thimpu currently enjovs an
overwhelming surplus balance
of trade. Dhaka's export last
vear was only one million dol-
lars while Thimpu exported
guods worth nearly six million
ollars

Bhutan exports several types
of fresh fruits., canned fruit
products, wood products and
marble to Bangladesh. It has
several exportable items of
world class. including marble,
wood. wood pulp products
ferro-silicon, limestone and
coal

Bangladesh is one ol the
three countries that enjoys
visa-free facilities from Bhutan
The two other countries are
India and the Maldives

BGMEA
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at Hotel Sheraton in the city.

The BGMEA president said
that the garment business is
highly risk-oriented and owners
always try to reduce expenses.
If the government takes steps to
save the owners f[rom paying
interest it would help them a
lot, he said.

The seminar was also ad-
dressed by commerce secretary
Golam Rn}mmn. senior country
representative of the bank Mo-
hammad A Ali. bank official
Wasim A Saifi and BGMEA vice
president Anisul Haque,

The StanChart officials ex-
lained a special package of
acilities for the exporters of the
country particularly for the
garments exporters,

They said that the bank is
going to introduce the package
very soon through which the

exporters would be able to get

~all Kinds of services and facili-

ties from one shop.

Addressing the seminar as
chief guest Golam Rahman said
the government would do eve-
rything for development of the
garment industries i{n the
country because it was vital for
boosting the country's econ
omy.
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