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We Say No to Armymen
on Bank Boards

AT is out of the bag. The finance ministry, or for

that matter, the government stands exposed on
a matter they perhaps had expected would run its
course without any incident, but evidently it
hasn't. The finance ministry's proposal for induc-
tion of five Brigadiers as directors in bank boards
| with the seal of approval from the Prime Minister's
Office on it has boomeranged. At the recelving end,
Bangladesh Bank, whose ‘concurrence’ in it was
sought — with an unmissable emphasis on compli-
ance - has sent back the proposal to the ministry
of linance maintaining that ‘the defence personnel
do not qualify for the posts'. Bangladesh Bank de-
serves credit for its uprightness on the question.

The BB's mo’ stands on very solid grounds in
that the use of liveried men’'s services as bank di-

MADE it a point to be in Cal-

cutta on September 7. This

was the day on which the
Centre was supposed to take
actlion against the Communist-
led West Bengal government for
instigating terrorism in the state,
Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee had thrown
down the gauntlet. No, I am the
last person to pick it up. But |
must say I did not find any sign of
ferment or fear in the city during
my live-day stay. True, Calcutta
s not West Bengal. But if the
state's five districts Midnapore,
Bankura, Birbhum, Hooghly and
Burdwan had been in the grip of
terrorism, as the Trinamool Con-
gress had claimed, some terrified
people would have migrated to
the city. Accounts ol extensive
violence would have appeared In
the local press, which Is known
for its detailed coverage of hap-
penings In the districts, A few

rectors did into work out satisfactorily in the past
nor is there any reason to believe that it would in
the future. The primary reason for this lies in the
fact that such a co-option was based on a notion of
privilege rather than in recognition of their train-

any large-scale

imnachinery.

stories of rough force did appear
in print. But they did not suggest
turmoll *or
breakdown in the law and order

ing, expertise and vision in the field of banking,
attributes they could otherwise legitimately claim
as far as the defence sector went.

Given our long history of bank-related bunglings
- thanks to the political appointees on the boards -
it was but natural only that the preamble to the
Bank Reformm Committee (BRC)'s report suggested
that ‘persons whose social recognition and capa-
bility are beyond question’ should man the bank
boards. What is the difference between a military
appointee to a board and a political appointee to it
if the common denominator is lack of professional
knowledge or standing in banking? To be frank,
inclusion of army personnel in the boards smacks
of political appointment rather than economic ap-
pointment.

The finance ministry’'s commitment to bank re-
form and its professed puritanism about recompo-
sition of the boards with banking professionals
sounds hollow after all this.

The saddest part is that the principle of trans-
parency in appointing directors and forming a na-
tional banking advisory council for such appoint-
ments is neither in place nor is being followed.

One notes with concern that a practice which fell
in disuse during the first two years of AL rule has
been revived by it and that seven "defence person-
nel are already on boards of directors in as many
banks and financial institutions. The proposed ad-
dition of five more to the boards could give a signal
that the government might be up to pampering
' army before the elections. Our's is an emphatic No
' to this misconceived and harmful move.

All Those Ministers’ Sons

OMES vet another report of forcible occupation
of property by a cabinet member's son to make
us wonder whether the kith and Kin of the ruling
party potiticos are actually above the law. The al-
leged confiscation bid by Abdul Latif Tipu, son of
the labour and manpower minister, appears prems-
ised on two suppositions. First, the local admini- |
stration would think twice before initiating any|
move against a minister's son; and second, if there

| be any law suit, pamnfully slow legal proceedings in
the civil court would buy him more than enough
time to realise his acquisitive designs. Even the
Prime Minister didn't intervene in the matter de-
spite being informed of 'it by the original owners
through a faxed message and an open letter in a
daily newspaper.

The whole episode must be quite embarrassing
for Mr. Abdul Mannan, who is known to have been
a man ol modest means with a reputation for hon-
esty. But apparently his parental authority has not
been decisive there. But, should the ruling party
not be ashamed, too. for its failure to devise means
to rein in the reckless sons of its senior leaders?
Not long ago. Rajuk thwarted a bid by another
ministers son to illegally construct a shopping
mall in Uttara. Before that, one of Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat's sons hogged headlines by forcibly occu-
pying a residential apartment in the city's Kalaba-
gan area. Even worse, sons of a ruling party legis-
lator and an AL ward commissioner have also been
implicated in two gruesome murder cases. In each
case, subsidence of initial media and popular up-
roar has also pulled the curtain down on adminis-
trative and legal activism. Has any of them been
punished yet? The answer is a big no.

It doesn't seem that the ruling party is aware of
the serious damage such instances of misgover-
nance have wrought on its image. We once again
urge the prime minister's intervention. Ministers'
sons or not, all culprits should be tried according
to the dictates of law. Speaking of law, civil courts
take ages to settle disputes over land possession.
Such instances of land appropriation only highlight
the need for a quick redressal system. We hope the
government of the day would initiate a process in
that direction.

EU on CHT Accord

'UROPEAN Union (EU) Parliament delegation

members on a fact-finding mission here S%mrcd
their impressions about the {mplementation of the
CHT accord In a dialogue with the BIISS on Mon-
day. They thought the accord has been imple-
mented on a very limited scale. The accord is into
its third year, and while the operationalisaton has
been slow there is no reason to be cynical about its
intrinsic merit. Baslcally it has ended the bloody
insurgency of the past era. That is where its
strength lies.

The observations of the delegation are not lost
on us but what we would like to emphasise is the
need for recognising the ground realities. There
may be some points in the accord which have not
yet been implemented but these require time to be
implemernted in a manner which will be acceptable
to all concerned parties and also top priority has to
be given to continuation of the present generally
peaceful atmosphere in the area. We gather the
powerful delegation members Bob Van den Bos
and Chairman and member of the European Par-
llament Antonio Miranda de Silva will go back and
report on the conditions here. We request them not
| Lo be overly dismayed by what they have seen and
urge the EU to release funds for development of
this beautiful but poor area for which tﬂcy have
been showing tremendous Interest. That, in fact,

could be a stimulus to the process of implementa-
tion of the accord. :
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Newspapers have been carry-
ing incidents of confrontation
between the supporters of
Trinamool Congress and the
Marxists for many days. But this
was nothing new. They have done
so off and on. Strong-arm meth-
ods are part of West Bengal poli-
tics. All parties are in the habit of
expressing themselves not only
vocally but also physically.

[ was amused to read the state-
ment by Defence Minister George
Fernandes [rom Mumbai, even
before he visited the state, that

Mamata may Still Miss the Bus

It looks as if the purpose of Centre's exercise is to keep the pot boiling in the state and allow Mamata to
create an atmosphere of uncertainty where she is recognised as a 'saviour.' It suits both Mamata and the
NDA government because the state goes to the polls in April next.

“the situation in West Bengal Is
indeed grave.” On the eve ol his
departure to the US, Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee had
asked him to tour the state and
study the situation on the spot.
But his statement from Mumbal
gave the Impression of a person
whose miu(‘ was already made
up. Having read his observations
carlier, I was not surprised Lo see
Fernandes remarking at Calcutta
that "democracy has falled In
Wesl Bengal.” He was In the state
for a few hours and visited only
three places In the Midnapore
district. For him to compare the
state with Bihar was merely
politics. He was on a serious
mission. Bul he spoke like a
person who read out from the text
which he had prepared belore-
hand. That Fernandes served the
purpose of Mamata Banerjee Is
clear and understandably she is
"pleased with him." It Is another
matter that his credibility on
political matters has gone down
stll further. But how does his
“assessment” help the Centre? It
has only Increased her pressure
on New Delhl to take actlion
against the state government a
point which Mamata has been
plugging for many months. The
Centre will be damned bolh ways
if it acts or doesn't.

Still the facl remains that New
Delhi has gone about in a way
which not only challenges the

stale's authority but also betrays
some political game. First, the
ruling National Democratic Alll-
ance (NDA) sends a team, which
says Lhat the five districts be
declared as disturbed areas. (The
Centre may have Lhe constitu-
tional power but can it do so? And
which machinery does it have to
enforce its flat in the state?) Then,

Chlef Minister Jyoti Basu in the
morning and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Buddhdeb Bhattacharya In
the evening. By then Fernandes
had not arrived In Calcutla.
Basu's comment was that It was a
free country and Fernandes could
go anywhere. The chief minister
vehemently denled the allega-
tlons that Mamata had made.

" BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi 7

tlon hammered out at that time,
"We would have left something
behind,” he sald. "A few members
who had opposed me at that Ume
are now regretling. Things have
changed for the worse.” When |
met him, he seemed determined
(o step down from chief minister-
ship.

Perhaps CPI(M) Secretary-
General Harkishan Singh
Surjeet, who rushed to Calcutta
on September 8 following Basu's
SOS to fix the date for his exit,
persuaded him to stay on until
the Centre decided on the report
by Fernandes. The “appraisal

remark made by the Deputy Chief
Minister when someone tele-
phoned him from Delhi to inform
him that the Centre might Impose
President's rule In the state. | was
sitting with him at that time. He
pooh-poohed the visit of
Fernandes. But he very much
wanted Basu at the helin of
allalrs. "l can carry the burden of
his work.” he said, "but I do not
come anywhere near him. He
must stay because he s a tall
man in whom the Bengalls have
[aith.” The Congress is quletly
working for a role. It wants to be
seen against the CPI(M) govern-
ment. But it would not like to be
on the side which has the BJP
support. Mamata as a rabble-
rouser is acceplable to the Con-

gress but not as a person who

may dictate terms. After all,

Mamala left the party when jt

New Delhi asks, ol all persons,
Fernandes to give a report. His
blas against the conumunists,
who consider him a renegade, is
too well known. And he does not
hide It. He Indicts the West Bengal
government even before entering
the state. Fernandes has report-
edly sald Ina two-volume account
that the CPI (M) has killed several
people and that women are being
raped and children tortured by its
workers. Who will authenticate
what comes from Fernandes? His
Is a one-sided verdict. This Is
evident from the absence of any
criticism of Trinamool Congress
in his report.

On September 7 itself, 1 met

Vajpayee's Visit to US

by Harun ur Rashid

India's ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) remains
uncertain and is a setback to the global nuclear non-proliferation regime. Fur-
thermore Kashmir situation could further worsen until a political solution is
found between India and Pakistan. Given the political stalemate, it does not

bring comfort to the US.

HE five-day (13-17 Sep-
tember) visit of the Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari

Vajpayee to the US is significant
in many ways. Its impact on Asla
could be far-reaching. The very
fact that President Bill Clinton
hosted a banquet for the Indian
Prime Minister at the White
House at the end of the visit dem-
onstrates that India and the US
lave been able to establish a new
relationship alter years of mutual
suspicion when New Delhi sup-
ported the Soviet Union during
the cold war period.

The basis of the new relation-
ship was heralded when Presi-
dent Clinton visited India in
March this vear and alleged that
Pakistan government was in
some way involved in encourag-
ing the Muslim militants to cross
over the Line of Control (LoC) in
Kashmir. Furthermore, President
Clinton dismissed US mediating
role in Kashmir dispute. Indian
leaders were delighted about the
way President Clinton made his
views known to Pakistani military
leaders.

The visit of Vajpayee is in
response to the one made by
President Clinton in March and it
has been described as a great
success in forging a new vista of
relationship between the super-
power and the largest democracy
in the world. A plethora of scien-
tific and economic agreements
were concluded during the visit.
India’s immigration quota to the
US would be increased. President
Clinton is reported to have said in
the banquet: " We have together

most
and

built the strongest and
mature partnership India
America have ever known".

The question arises: what are
the implications of the visit?

First, it could be said that the
US has recognised the domi-
nance of India in South Asia and
it is galling to Pakistan. Pakistan
never accepled India's domi-
nance in the region and believes
in parity with India. The need for
restraint by the US for India's
dominance in the region seems (o
have disappeared as Pakistanisa
"fish™ out of water in the demo-
cratic tradition of the Indian
subcontinent as the military
overthrew a constitutional gov-
ernment in Pakistan in last Octo-
ber. The US can hardly support
the military government in Paki-
stan after the end of the cold war.
In fact, it does not need to in the
context of contemporary global
strategy.

Second, although relations
between China and India has
been lately improving, Indian
perceptions of a Chinese encircle-
ment of India and of Chinese
assistance with Pakistan's
nuclear, missile and conventional
Weapons programine are worry-
ing concerns for India. There is a
view that the visit could send a
message to China that its pri-
macy in Asia including the Indian
Ocean region would not go
uncontested by India, supported
by the US. Thus a new dynamics
ol strategic relation is emerging
between India and the US to
ensure that China may not be
able to secure dominance in Asia.

Third, the reiteration of unwill-
ingness by the US to mediate in
Kashmir dispute during the visit
seems that the Kashmir problem
would be in a limbo and it suits
India perfectly. It must be disap-
pointing to Pakistan.

Finally, India's self-image and
its national pride have been
recognised by the USnotonlyasa
self-reliant and sovereign nation
but as a major international [orce
with authority and power.

Although the visit has been
hailed to change the Indo-US
bilateral relationship qualitla-

- tively, the major concerns of the

US In the subcontinent remain.
President Clinton is worried
about the arms race in the Indian
subcontinent after the nuclear
tests in May in 1998. India's
ratification of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) remains
uncertain and is a setback to the
global nuclear non-proliferation
regime. Furthermore Kashmir
situation could further worsen
until a political solution is found
between India and Pakistan.
Given the political stalemate, it
does not bring comfort to the US.

The US faces a critical chal-
lenge to bring stability, predict-
ability and peace in the volatile
politics of the subcontinent. Let
us hope that the success of the
new relationship would be judged
on the ability of India to look upon
one another in the subcontinent
as friends and not as enemies.

The author, a Barrister, is for-
mer Bangladesh Ambassador to
the UN. Geneva.

When will Sylhet
Vet College reopen?

Sir, Sylhet Government Veteri-
nary College was closed sine die
on 7 June owing to some flimsy
ground. It has been learnt that a
television set was stolen from one
of the residential halls for which
the college authority closed the
college and forced the students to
vacate the halls within twelve
hours.

This Institute is a development
project of Livestock Department
under the Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock, and is under the
Faculty of School of Life Science
of Shah Jalal University.
Although, the institute started
functioning five years back but
till date it Is plagued with numer-
ous problems. There {s acute
shortage of skilled teachers. The
library Is not rich in technical
books and journals. The labora-
tory Is nol well-equipped for
which practical classes are nol
held as required. Moreover, the
political atmosphere is always so
taut that it gives rise to tenslon
among the students.

The college Is situated on the
outskirts of the town and lacks
modern amenites. There is not a
single canteen for the two hun-
dred and [ifty students. There is
no telephone booth either in the
campus and due to lack of this
facility the students need to rlish
to the town to make emergency
calls.

Thanks to session jam, the first
batch which ought to be in 5th
year are now only in 3rd year 2nd
semester. How long will it take to
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obtain the degree only almighty
Allah knows! If an educational
institution functions like this
then the authenticity of the whole
educational systemm becomes
doubtful. Under the circum-
stances, | would like to draw the
attention of the Ministry of Fish-
eries and Livestock to look into
the matter at an early date and
save the students Irom ulter
despair and frustration.

A Wretched Father
(Shameem Halder)
142, Shahjahan Road
Mohammedpur, Dhaka

Liquid wastes

Sir, The dwellers of Fakirapool
and Arambag area have been
suffering immensely due Lo over-
flowing of liquid wastes from
manholes.

According to concerned
authorities, high-rise bulldings,
Including commercial complexes
and apartments are the main
cause of overflowing of liquid
wastes from underground sewer-
age line and disruption of pure
waler supply. Due (o this, a sig-
nificant number of residential
units in this area are not getting
sulflelent water supply.

On the other hand, most of the
manhole covers have been stolen
and many of them are yet to be
replaced,

We, therefore urge the con-
cerned authorities to take neces-
sary steps (o solve these prob-
lems.

Monir Uddin Monclol
Fakirapool, Dhaka

32-series telephone

Sir, Many a letters have been
published in this column regard-
ing the manifold problems of 32-
series telephone and urging the
T&T authority to convert this
analogue series into e digital. Now
it is a matter of great relief that
recently most of the '‘32' numbers
have been converted into digital
ones. However, some of the num-
bers are yel to be converted.

While extending sincere
thanks to the T&T board we
would request them to expedite
the conversion process of the
entire '32'-serles.

We sincerely hope that the
telecommunicalion system as
well as the IT network in Bangla-
desh will witness further changes
and development in the near
future.

Mahbubul Alam
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

Bottled mineral

water

Sir, A number of reports have
been published in different dai-
lies regarding the purity of bottled
mineral waler marketed through-
out country, Allegations have
been made from many quarters
that the different brands of bot-
tled mineral water are not at all
hygienic and pure. But people
are drinking these considering
these (o be safe and sterile.

Under the circumstances, it
has become Imperative for the
authorities concerned to investi-
gale the malter through spot
veriilcation and lab tests.

A Concerned Citizen
Dheika

She warie w dislodge the gov-
ernment and her supporters are
indulging in every type of violence
lo destabllise the state,” Basu
said. He, in fact, felt hurt over
what was happening in the coun-
try. Talking In a philosophical
mood, he wondered to which
direction the country was head-
ing. He had litde hope of "a
change in the government at
Delhi” and was unhappy that no
alternative was emerging. He saw
no challenge to the Valpayee-led
government. Basu has not for-
golten how New Delhi would have
had a communist-led govern-
ment in 1996 when he was
offered the leadership of a coali-

report” that the West Bengal o g 4} o oo
government has sent to the Home My assessment s that the
Ministry to Inform it about the  cCepire will not dare tmpose Presi-

‘conditions” prevalling In the
state is contrary to the thinking of
the Vajpayee government. It Is
understandable because Mamata
is a senlor minister in the cabinet
and her clout (s Immense.

What Js amazing Is that some
Central ministers, dictated by
political conslderations, are
talking In terms ol takeover of the
state under Article 356 of the
Constitution (the imposition of
President’s rule). But they do not
seem o appreciate the repercus-
slons. They may placate Mamata
but any action against the Basu

government will alienate the
Bengalis for years to come.
‘Let them dare,” was the

dent's rule in the state, although
it can get any type of report from
State Governor Viren J. Shah. He
Is a BJP prodigy and a close friend
of Fernandes from the days of the
Baroda dynamite case.

It looks as if the pu

nised as a ‘saviour.' It suits

Mamala and the NDA govern-
ment because the state goes to

the polls in April next. But m

Egople. includin
ve lalked to

lo power, although not with an
absolute majority. Mamata would
still miss the bus.

rpose of

Centre's exercise is to keep the

t boiling In the state and allow

amala (o create an atmosphere

of uncertainty where she is reuﬁ*
bo

the editors, 1
L lieve that the
CPI(M) under Basu would return

| have just had the pleasure of
going through M.M. Rezaul
Karim's Currents and Crosscur-
rents in the issue of the Daily
Star of 16 September 2000. |
have noted especially the last
paragraph in Mr. Karim's write-
up, where he appears to think
that Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's emphasis on the need
for the United Nations and the
world community not to recog-
nise any regime taking over a
state by force of arms was not a
practical move and indeed does
not further Bangladesh's
national interests.
The point in politics at this stage
and It does not matter at all
whether that point is' made by
powerful or weak states is that
governance must be redirected
to principles of morality. Since
the end of the Cold War, it has
been the stress on accountable,
transparent and therefore demo-
cratic government which has
been rather pronounced. That
being the state of things, it is
hard to see why Mr Karim thinks
that Sheikh Hasina's statement

serve our national interests.
Well, the basic thought here, for
people who think politics (and
that includes relations between
and among states) should be a
matter of principle pure and

Murder rape. kidnapping,
extortion and all other crimes
conceivable have become a daily
feature of items in the newspa-
pers instilling a sense of great
fear and insecurity among the
citizens, particularly in Dhaka.
As a consequence of what has
been happening, life is becoming
cheaper in the virtual absence of
law and order in the country.

This Inhibition of insecurity
leads one to come to a conclusion
that breakdown of law and order
has reached its nadir, while the
self deluding administration
seems to treat this burning issue
asall ina day's work.

Politicians or political parties
in civilized parts of the world get
the better of their opponents
excelling in political wisdom by
professing what one would do for
the welfare of the people and the
nation if voted to power. But the
political culture in Bangladesh is
totally different: Politics here has
come (o a pass where it has
bolled down (o vendetta, which
in turm has given rise to gun
culture engulfing the society in
almost a mayhem. The adminis-
tration has lost sight of preserv-
ing law and order which Is sine-
qoa-non for the welfare of the
stale and the people. It has pos-
sibly forgotten that whatever we
may talk of reform, consolidation
of democracy and political stabil-
ity, it can never be achieved as
long as unrest in soclety and
turbulence in the political arena
continues to prevall upon good
order. As a consclentious objec-
tor, for my being devoid of politi-
cal bias, It Is my perception that
what has been happening
around us Is a result of political
contest which has rather become
political rivalry giving rise to

violence by the political activists
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Prime Minister at UN

Syved Badrul Ahsan

simple, Is that there cannot be
any dichotomy in the articula-
tion of ideas. It is not feasible
that we in Bangladesh
emphasise our own need for
democracy while at the same
time try looking away from the
fact that there are other coun-
tries, such as Pakistan and
Myanmar, which need govern-
ment by popular consent too.
Hypocrisy always contributes to
the making of anemic politics.
And, pray, what is Bangladesh's
national interes! vis-a vis Paki-
stan? And how does Mr Karim
respond to the concern of inter-
national bodies such as the
Commonwealth on the issue of
military rule in Pakistan? Let us
be prepared to face the truth: our
national interest can hardly be
served through politeness
towards those who seize state
power by illegitimate means.
Besides, there remains the mat-
ter ol General Pervez
Musharraf's attitude to Bangla-
desh. He thinks (and this is on
record) that mistakes were com-
mitted by both Bengalis and
Pakistanis in 1971. He also
thinks that we in Bangladesh
should forget the past and move
on. Do we have to make him
happy? Let us have no question
about one thing: relations
between Pakistan and Bangla-
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desh in the years between 1975
and 1996 were a mere glossing
over of the realities concerning
the two states. Now that an
Awami League government has
put the finger on the real {ssues,
things are back on course. Paki-
stan's politicians and military
rulers will not respect us when
we are unduly polite and indul-
gent towards them. In the early
seventies, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
and his people were acutely
aware of (he need to accord

respect Lo Bangabandhu Sheikh |

Mujibur Ralunan and his coun-
try, because Mujib was tough.
Today, Sheikh Hasina's tough-
ness will naturally upset Paki-
stan's military, and it has
already. Bul rest assured that it
will also force Musharral and
everyone like him to stay away
from the temptation of taking
Bangladesh for granted.
But, of course, M.M. Rezaul
Karim will be helping us enor-
mously if he takes the pain of
explaining to us why he thinks
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
did not serve the national inter-
est at the United Nations. Mr
Karim raises the question, only
to say his "answer is no'. That is
not enough, especially from a
former diplomat now in the role
of foreign policy advisor to the
Leader of the Opposition.
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Becoming Cheaper

Rehana Begum

who are nothing short of hood-
lums. I wonder if our political
leaders realize that this vandal-
ism, vendetta, gun culture and
giving indulgence to criminals
would one day turn out to be a
bigger Frankenstein if anar-
chy is not contained before it
crosses the rubicon.

As It is the bounden duty and
sacred responsibility of the
political leaders and of the politi-
cal parties to preserve our social
fabricy, I would indulge in mak-
ing an analysis of the acuvity of
our political parties and the
contribution they can make to
build the nation by sinking all
differences when it comes to the
question of welfare of the people
and the nation.

As a matter of fact there are
lwo major political parties
Awami League and BNP to be
reckoned with. By the same
token there are two leaders to
conjure with. The two major
contending political parties are
vying for the next national elec-
tion to be held in 2001 and both
the parties as well as their two
respective leaders are trying all
they have in their bag of tricks so
as to win the next election and
this is quite in the fitness of
things as it Is anywhere in the
world. But then where It makes
the diflerence The differenceis
that here in Bangladesh politieal
contest Is reduced to personal
level so much so that the leaders
do not refrain from Indulging in
character assassination of each
other which Is certainly not
expected ol them. Consequently,
this personal dislikes for each
other are exploited by unserupu-
lous elements in the party who
are only for themselves; they are
neither lor the party nor for their
leaders nor for the nation

because it would take them no
time to turn their coats.

It may therefore be sincerely
and honestly suggested that it is
high time for our Prime Minister,
since she is in office, to put her

foot down and take decision on A

crucial national issues by inde-
pendent judgement. She is fully
awake to the deteriorating situa-
tion in the country and points
her finger at it. But what stands
in the way of correcting the situa-
tion is a general question
because despite her speaking of
the present deplorable situation
more often than not, the situa-
tion does not improve.

May I crave indulgence of the
Prime Minister to say that let her
disabuse the mind of the people
from thinking that she is smoke
screened or not being correctly
guided. 1 would equally like to
crave the indulgence of the pres-
ent Leader of the Opposition in
the Parliament that she would
rather sel an example of a politi-

cal party that does not
believe in the politics of gun
culture and vandalism.

Political leaders in particular
must nol think that people's
memory Is short. They very much
keep alive in their memory what
the leaders promise while it
comes Lo seeking votes.

It Is the responsibility of our
Prime Minister as head of the
government to think hard how to
introduce good culture in poli-
tics, establish democracy and
democratic rights of the people
and keep hooligans out of bound
of political arena by effectively
enforcing law and order. The
people expect only this minimum
of her.

The writer is an advocate,
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