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Dengue: Fact and Fiction

[f each of us did our part say in April onwards this year, we would
perhaps not have had this outbreak ereating so much furore, so much
misery and sufferings, so much panic, and so much wasteful
expenditure of resources. Enough in good time is surely
better than too little too late.

HERE s a saying

I "knowledge is everything”;

and knowledge is power,
power to act. So what aboul
Dengue — the current rage in
Dhaka? Indeed dengue is here
and s lapping up wide
publicity; public reaction
ranges from apathy to panic,
from ordinary to bizarre. The
print media has done a com-
mendable job raising public
awareness and voiced concern
urging upon public and gov-
ernment to be alert and active.
But there are limits and enthu-
siasm and energy sometimes
need to be tempered with judi-
cious balance based on hard
facts and evidence. Let us get a
few facts right.

Dengue is not a sudden visi-
tor to Bangladesh. At least since
1964, dengue fever has come
and gone attracting mere pass-
ing interest. This time, few un-
fortunate deaths including
those In the elite group seem to
have grabbed much attention
All of that is good; at least peo-
ple are taking notice.

Dengue fever is ordinarily
like any other fever caused by
virus; commen cold is also
caused by virus. Dengue virus
infection may not always cause
fever or other symptoms;
dengue fever is 1ost common in
older children and adults; first
infection is rarely severe; the
haemorrhage (bleeding) type is
most common amongst chii-
dren under 15 vears. Currently,
dengue i{s endemic (naturally
occurring) in almost half the
world: the Aedes Aegypti
mosquito population is even
more widespread in the world.
Dengue has shown gradual in-
crease in at least 10 countries of
South and South East Asia in
the past years. According to
WHO. inspite of its known inci-
dence and gradual increase,
governments in this region are
not developing efficient control
programmes using all means
available for vector (carrier in-
sect] control which must in-
clude heightened awareness of
the public and its full partici-
pation in vector control and
prevention. Due to increased
urbanisation and deterioration
of environment in human set-
tiements, breeding of the car-
rier mosquito has increased
The mosquito has invaded ur-
ban, suburban, and even rural
settings in many countries dn
the tropics.

No one should die of dengue
even it itds..of haemorrhage .
(bleeding) type provided it is «di-
agnosed and (reated early.
There is no drug to cnre 6r vac-
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cine to prevent. But there are
things one can do to prevent
spread of the virus, Dengue is
mosquito-man-mosquito cycle
of transmission. So if you
break the cycle at any point,
yvou stop infection and the most
effective point to break the cy-
cle is mosquito-to-man trans-
mission.

To stop infection, attack the
breeding places and conditions
that favour breeding. These are
simple and easy but only effec-
tive if done. Problem is, much
of the activity stops immedi-
ately after the temporary scare
is over. The same is likely to be
seen In this current episode
also.  Breeding of Aedes
mosquito will stop only if all of
us care to keep houses and
neighbourhoods clean, do not
allow moist dark and water
filled breeding places sheltered
in pots and pans and the like to
be there.

What the people can and
should do can only be done by
the people themselves, no one
else can. By the same token,
what the municipalities and
government agencies can and
should do must be done by those
responsible. Unfortunately, all
this noise, hurling blames,
finding excuses, and high pro-
file photo opportunities are nei-
ther the correct response nor
are they effective

What is most unfortunate is
that high publicity with little
real action, dissemination of
half truths and misinforma-
tion only helps certain sections
of the trade and commerce
make windfall profits. So in ef-
fect it is in their interest if there
s panic without correct infor-
mation to the public. Out of
anxiety people have rushed to
get their blood tested at great
cost but to little, if any, real
benefit for treatment. As if that
is not enough. according to me-
dia stories, vaccines and drugs
have béen distributed "free”,
while such claims are known to
be scientifically untrue. Panic,
anxiety, misinformation are a
fatal combination that will be
seized by those who wish to
make profits

Like most other outbreaks of
insect borne infectious dis-
eases, the current dengue out-
break will disappear in due
course naturally. But what will
surely not disappear is the po-
temtiad —if-noet-near eertai)-oul -

break perhaps even more severe
the next time around.

Are threre dessons “ta be
learnt? Indeed there are.

First, we need to change our
behaviour. At the private level

and at the government level.
Privately, in homes and neig-
bourhoods in eities, towns, and
villages people must take care
and do thelr own part to prevent
or reduce breeding places of
mosquitoes. And this is better
done throughout the year as a
normal behaviour. Can our
Imams include the subject of
clean environment in their
Friday Khutbas? Can the civil
society and its leaders take it
upon themselves by deeds
rather than pontificating be-
fore television cameras?
Secand, the civic govern-
ments can and should maintain
efficient garbage removal and
cleaning of drains and other
collections of rain and sewer

water throughout the vear and
not wake up in fits and passion
only after the event,

Third, will the medical and
allied professions give accurate
information to patfents and
their families, remain knowl-
edgeable and practice rational
nmna%cment of medical care
specially in this case of dengue
fever? The World Health Organ-
isation, in addition to its con-
tinuing technical assistance to
countries, has published nu-
merous documents (at least 10)
which disseminate valid tech-
nical information on the epi-
demiology, control, and clini-
cal management of dengue and
dengue haemorrhagic fever,

We shall never eliminate the
offending mosquito, for
mosquitoes must also live as
part of the animal species on
this planet, and this planet is
not the sole property of the hu-
man race. But we can control
the breeding of mosquitoes to
such extent that it no longer
poses a threat to public health.
So the target is not to kill all
mosquitoes to entirely elimi-
nate that species from the
earth.

In the context of the present
outbreak of dengue fever, if each
of us did our part say in April
onwards this year, we would
perhaps not have had this out-
break creating so much furore,
so much misery and sufferings,
so much panic, and so much
wasteful expenditure of re-
sources. EHDH%‘] in good time is
surely better than too little too
late. One other thing: Dengue is
no political football so let us
keepat-where-it belongs — that
is outside human settlements.

The writer. former Director,
Programme Management, WHO
East Asia Reglon, is an Interna-
tional Health Consultant
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N the decade after the fall of
Ithc Soviet Union, most of the
olo whose most dramatic
cmatlimcul Is ta be currently
found in the race between the
lwo maln candidates for the
American presidency. Without
wishing to list the varlous Is-
sues that divide them, 1 should
ltke very quickly therefore to
note what it s that unites them
ancd In many ways makes them
mirror inages of each other.

Both are passfonate, Indeed
unquestioning believers in the
corporate frec market system.
Bntlll advoeate what they call
less government, oppose “big”
government, and together con-
tinue the campaign against the
welfare state that was Inaugu-
rated two decades ago by Mar-

aret Thatcher and Ronald
eagan. It Is this twenty-year
continuity that I would like to
describe in view of what has
been the emergence and he-
ﬁcumny of neo-liberalism, a
doctrine that has almost totally
transformed the British Labour
Party (now called New Labour)
and the American Democratic
Party under Clinton and Gore.

The dilemma we all face as
citizens Is that with few excep-
tions here and there (most of
them desperately isolated eco-
nomic disasters, like North
Korea and Cuba, or alternatives
that are useless as models for
others to follow) neoliberalism
has swallowed up the world In
its clutches, with grave conse-
quences for democracy and the
physical environment that can
neither be underestimated nor
. dismissed.

As practised in Eastern
Europe, China and a few other
countries in Africa and Asia,
state soclalism was unable to
compete with the energy and
inventiveness of globalized fi-
nance capital, which captured
more markets, promised rapid
prosperity, and appealed to vast
numbers of people for whom
state control meant underde-
velopment, bureaucracy and
the repressive supervision of
everyday life. Then the Soviet
Union and East Europe
switched to capitalism, and a
new world was born.

But when the doctrines of
the free market were turmed on
social security systems like
those that had sustained Brit-
ain in the post-war period, and
the United States since Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt's New
Deal, a massive social trans-
formation was to ensue. | will
come to that in a moment. Bul
one must make an effort to
remember those genuinely pro-
gressive policies that had once
produced a relatively new con-
dition of widespread democratic
equality and social benefits, all
administered--andfi-
nanced by the central state.

They were what gave
strength to post-war Britain
and the United States in the
1940s and 1950s. Taxes were

L

therefore quite high for the

Free East Timor Awaits Promised Pot of Gold

+ Garfield ®

Tom Fawthrop
writes from Dili

HE spectacular sunset over
I Dili harbour has been ob-
scured by a seafront intru-
sion. Floating hotel ships towed
in by the United Nations loom
over the landscape in the capital
of East Timor, a country battered
by violence a year ago.

The ships, the largest of
which is named Hotel Olympia,
have been chartered by the UN
logistics department — a bureau-
cratic response to an accommo-
dation crisis.

Hotels and housing, like eve-
rything else, were destroyed by
the post-referendum terror can-
paign unleashed in September
1999 by a vengeful Indonesian
military and its pro-Jakarta mi-
litias. More than 80.000 publis
buildings and houses were gut-
ted by fires and vandalism -
mostly by the militias under the
direction of Indonesian Special
Forces "Kopassus'.

The arrival of the floating
Hotel Ol?*m‘pla Is to many locals
a symbol of UN waste and lack of
consultation. But there were
other blunders. Among the first
commitments was to build an
administrative structure to riuni
the country, but this was domi-
nated by international civil ser-
vants and bureaucrats with no
attempt to accommodate in an.
positions of authority the Easi
Timorese who would eventualiy
administer the new country.

One of the sharpest criticisins
of UN administration in East
Timor came from within the UN
itself. Professor Jaratl Chopra
resigned from the UN Transi-
tional Authority in East Timor
(UNTAET) In protest at what he
called "UN Czars who carved out
bureaucratic fiefdoms without
any genuine concern for the mis-
sion and the people of East
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Timor.”

“Integral to repeated failures
of peace missions is a hierarchi-
cal systemm that cannot be
adapted to the novel mandates
and the unique conditions of
each deployment,” wrote Profes-
sor Chopra in an article titled
The UN's Kingdom of East Timor
in the Autumn 2000 issue of the
journal of the International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies.

East Timor marks the first
time that the UN has been
called upon to operate in a 'vear
zero scenario, where the infra-
structure has been totallv de-
stroyed, and assume full sover-
cignty on hehialt of the I"'P”l""'
Hon for a transitional period

Hecent UN efforts in Cainbo-
dia and Kosovo have been quite
dilferent. In Cambodia the UN
helped bring warring parties
logether and supervise a na-
tional election to ensure {t was
free and falr and see the return
of democratic government,

In Kosovo, it was bringing
humanitarian help and security
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of running a
government for 2-3 years, until
the local population is groomed
;or full independence, has been
ar

peacekeeping and humanitarian
efforts there.

has gone into peacekeeping than
deve

A year after voting for independence in the face of Indonesian threats and violence, the people of East Timor
are waiting for the United Nations to match their grit and help aid political and economic development. Inter-
national foot-dragging, reports a Gemini News Service correspondent, has led one senior UN official to resign
in protest and brought many East Timorese close (o losing

atience.
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COUNTRIES:
48 in all, from Africa,

$584.1 million
UN MANDATE:
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still under Yugoslav sovereignty.

In East Timor, the experiment
UN transitional

less successful

than the

Far more money

opment,

Many  disillusfoned

East

Timorese are Insisting on UN-
TAET's

and independence ahead of time.

immediate departure

The UN's chief administrator

in DIili. Sergio Vieira de Mello.

has admitted some of the fall-

ures and has responded by in-

troducing a policy of “Timorisa-

tion” - bringin

rcaEnnslhlc positions,
e

g local people into

presentatives of the

Timorese Resistance Movement,
CNRT.

ministerial portfolios.

have been four

given

The newly-formed joint inter-

national and Timorese La'o Hatl-
muk

(East Timor Institute for

10 & territory that was technically Reconstruction and Monlitoring)

UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE

STRENGTH:

7,905 military, 1,268 civilian police, 179 military
observers, 803 international civilian personnel,
1,848 local civilian staff

Middle East, Australia/Pacific and Europe
~ |IBUDGET FOR JULY 2000-JUNE 2001:

- provide security and keep law and order
- establish an effective administration

- help develop civil and social services

- coordinate delivery of humanitarian aid
- help build self-government

North and South America, Asia,

Source: UNTAET

found that humanitarian relief
had been fairly successful with
good coordination between in-
ternational NGOs and UN agen-
cies to deliver food and shelter
during the emergency period

The new era of political and
cultural rights has created an air
of freedom unknown for almost
25 years. International donors
have helped to launch two new
newspapers - the Timor Post and
Lalenok (The Mirror) and three
radio stations.

More than 60 Timorese NGOs
are also operating In the new
country where the first free elec-
tions will be held next year.

But although East Timorese
now breathe the air of political
freedom, economic recovery is a
long way off. After the long
drawn out deprivation as Indo-
nesla's 27" province, now It is
foreigners who are ready to line
their pockets. Forefgn  busl
1E€SSEs are savouring the taste of
quick money 1o be made from
contrincls to service (he h.r(-]H"

world 1s in the grip of an fde-

FOCUS

Problems of Neoliberalism

The question now is how long will neo-liberalism last. For if the global

system starts to break down, if more and more people suffer the conse-

quences of a dearth of social services, if more and more powerlessness
characterizes the political system, then erises
will begin to emerge. At that point, a new felt need for
alternatives will be a necessity,

wealthy, although the middle
and working classes also had to
pay for the benefits that ac-
crued to them (education,
health, soclal security mainly).
Many of these benefits were the
result of an aggressive and well-
orgatiized labour union systeni,
but there was also a prevalling
idea that the large costs of
health and education, for ex-
ample, which the Individual
citizen could not afford to pay
alone, should be subsidized by
the corporate body of the wel-
fare state. By the beginning of
the "90s all this was not only
under attack but had started to
disappear.

First the labour unions were
dissolved or broken (the British
miners, and the American air
traffic controllers). Privatization
of major services like transpor-
tation, utilities, education,
heavy industry followed, mainly
in Europe . In the US, where
except for utilities, most indus-
tries were already in private
hands but prices were con-
trolled by the government in the
basic services sector, deregula-
tion was the order of the day
This meant that the government
would no longer play a role in
making sure that the price of
travel, basic commodities,
health, education, as well as
utilities such as pas and elec-
tricity, should stay within cer-
tain bounds,

The market was to be the
new regulator, which meant
that costs and profits of indi-
vidual airlines. hospitals, tele-
phone companies, and later
gas, electricity, and water were
left to the private companies to
set, frequently at considerable
financial pain to the individual
consumer. Soon even the postal

by Edward W, Said

service and a major part of the
prison system were also privat-
ized and deregulated. In Brit-
ain, Thatcherism virtually de-
stroyed the university system,
since 1t viewed each Institu-
tion/university as a supplier of
learning, and hence llke a
business that in téerms of ,}I‘Uﬂl
and loss tended to be a loser,
rather than a maker, of money.
Many teaching positions were
slashed, with an extraordinary
loss in morale and productivity,

as thousands of professors and
positions

teachers looked for

abroad.

With the collapse of social-
tri-
umph nf';qf_grn.c.ﬁh'e right-wing

such as

iIsm everywhere and the

parties
those

AN
headed by

policies
Reagan
British Labour and the
Democratic
ternatives.

One was to

that would
services but make them
efficient. Both the British
Labourites under Tony
and the American
under Bill Clinton chose
former course (movin
the Right), but

protect the

pretending that many of

to provide were there,
packaged differently

That was simply false. De-
: privatization
continued, with the result that
the profit motive took over the
public sector completely. Budg-
ets for social welfare, health for
the poor and aged, and schools
efence, law and
police and prisons)

regulation and

were slashed:
orcder [ie

\ and
Thatcher, the old liberal Left in
U.S.
arty had two al-
move
closer to the successful policies
of the Right. The other alterna-
tive was to choose an approach

old
more
New
Blair
Democrats
the
towards
skilfully kept
some of the rhetoric of the past,
the
welfare services the state used
albeit

were fed more
and/aor privatized.

The major loss has been in
demoeragy and social practices
For when the country Is ruled
by the market (in the US a pe-
riod of great prosperity for the
top half of the country, poverty
for the bottom) and with the
state In fact given over to the
most powerful corporation and
stock market businesses (sym-
bolized by the tremendous
growth in electronic business),
there is less and less incentive
for the Individual citizen to
participate in a system per-
celved as basically out of con-
trol so far as the ordinary
population is concerned '

state monevy

The price of this neoliberal
system has been pald by the
individual citizen who feels lefi
out, powerless, alienated from a
market place ruled by greed.,
immense transnational corpo-
rations, and a pgovernment at
the merey of the highest bidder
Thus elections are controlled
not by the individual voter but
by theé major contributors. the
media (who have an Interest in
maintaining the system), and
the corporate sector

What is most discouraging is
the sense most people have that
not only iIs there no other alter-
native, but this is the best sys.
tem ever imagined, the triumph
of the middle-class ideal, a lib-
eral and humane democracy.
Or, as Francis Fukuyama called
it, the end of history. Inequities
are simply swept out of sight.
The degradation of the envi-
ronment and the pauperization
of huge patches of Asia, Africa
and Latin America - the so-
called South - are all secondan
to corporate profits

Worst of all 1s the loss of ini-
tiative that could bring signifi-
cant change. There is hardly
anyone left to challenge the idea

that schools, for [nstance,
should be run as profit-making
enterprises, and that hospitals
should offer service only to
those who can lpa},‘ prices set by
pharmaceutical companies and
hospital accountants. The dis-
appearance of the welfare state
means that no public agency
exists to safeguard personal
well-being for the weak, the
disadvantaged. impoverished
families, children. the handi-
capped, and the aged

New liberalism speaks about
opportunities as “free” and
‘equal”™ whereas If for some
reason you are not capable of
staying ahead, yvou will sink.
What has disappeared is the
sense citizens need to have of
entitlement - the right, guar-
anteed by the state, to health,
to education, to shelter, and to
democratic freedoms. If all
those become the prey of the
globalised market, the future Is
deeply insecure for the large
majority of people, despite the
reassuring  (but  profoundly
misleading) rhetoric of care and
kindness spun out by the me-

dia managers and public rela-
tions who

experts rule over
public discourse,
The question now s how

long will neo-liberalism last. For
if the global system starts 1o
break down. if more and more
people suffer the consequences
of a dearth of social services, if
more and more powerlessness
characterizes the political sys-
tem, then crises will begin to
emerge. At that point, a new felt
need for alternatives will be a
necessity, even if for the time
being we are being told “you
never had it so good.!” ‘How
much social suffering is toler-
able before the need for change
actually causes change? This is
the major political question of
our time

Copyright Edward W. Said.
2000).
Courtesy: The Dawn Pakl-
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EENAGE is a many splen-
T(Im:rvd time. At.that period

of one’s life, the varied,
splasing colours of childhood’s
world steadily graduate into
imore organised and sophisti-
cated hues of expanding experi-
ence. Encounters with new
Institution and people open new
horizons of learning and inter-
action. The wonder-eyed child
of yesteryears is not totally
gone. The mature and wiser
vouth is yet to take final shape.
It is a time of breathtaking
transition in which the first
happy impressions come to last
forever.

That was the juncture of our
life when, after crossing the
barrier of school, we entered
college as students of the In-
termediate level. For us it was
to serve as a hyphen between
the school and the university; a
pause pregnant with immense
and virtually infinite possibili-
ties

The time was our middle
teens, the years 1957 and
1958. The college was the

Dhaka College — a reputed gov-
ernment institution with a rich
and proud heritage extending
at that time. over nearly three
quarters of a century. In the
late fifties the college had just
moved to its new and sprawling
campus near the New Market in
Dhaka. The fresh smell of the
new habitat felt as captivating
as the flexibility and relative
freedom of our newly emerging
young adulthood. It was here at
this turning point of our
youthful beginning that one of
the best things happened to us
we met Mr Mohammad Noman,
teacher of English language and
literature, who virtually initi-
ated us into an enchanting
world of romanticism, sensu-
ousness and sensitivity mani-
fest in the irresistible works of
master-poets of English litera-
ture.

The first contact with Profes-
sor Noman was exhilarating. It
Is difficult to remember now
after a lapse of nearly four dec-
ades, the first English poet that
"Noman sir” introduced to us.
Was it Shelley, Keats, Coleridge,
Wordsworth or Longfellow? It
doesn't matter. He took us on
an everexciting Journey with
the poems of each one of these
master painters of resonant
words charged with a signifi-
cance that reached beyond
themselves. He was a superb
teacher and incomparably kind
human being rolled into one. He
was just Hli‘ltltll to be thirty
when we first met. There was a
blend of cheerful optimism and
a lngering sadness that con-
stituted the profile ol his }mmlE
but mature personality. Dark

Al conmmmuntty

and well built, he often dressed

WELL THEN, PON'T 80U THINK
IT'S TIME TO TAKE THE OLD

CALENPAR DOWN, $OU BIG,
FAT IDIOT ?

M BIG-

PecermpBsn

[ me anp

by Jim Davis
L

James Bond
BY U FTEMING
DRAWING BY HORAX

LACHINE OHALET' .,
TRES BIEN, MOST
THOUSMTFUL OF

Lest We Forget

by Mizanur Rahman Shelley

in impeccable white and

his curly hair long at the back

His kindly face and alert eves
reflected the good natured man
who proved to be a natural born
teacher of writings that move

minds at all time and at all
climmes.

It was a motley group of
restless adolescents who met

Professor Noman in the Dhaka

I
|
|
|

College during the vears 1957
and 1958. Among us were ur-
ban and sophisticated “sam-

ples” from such Dhaka schools
as St (}rvgnr}",ﬂ. lr"nlif*;_”ritf‘
Muslim High, and Armanitola
There were also those who took
their first tentative steps into
the premier college of the then
provincial capital as they came
from the four corners of East
Bengal. English and Bengali
were compulsory subjects at
intermediate level for Arts and
Science and Commerce stu-
dents. The English language
and literature classes tended to
be big and crowded but these
were also interesting and ex-
citing especially when con-
ducted by such fine and hu-

mane teachers as Professor
Noman
First vear intermediate stu-

dents in Dhaka College in 1957
were taken on a rewarding
journey to the planet of poems
by Professor Noman. There can

be little doubt the encounter
with him left an indelible im-
print on those young minds

There {s reason to trust that in
a corner of their hearts those
voung men of vesteryears now
fully mature leading citizens.

have reserved a place which
forever Is poetry. And all that
was possible because a won-
derful human being and a
skilful teacher called Noman

met them and became a part of

their ennobled existence.
Professor Noman reflected

He was

the temper of his time

WwWore

charge as

award for best teacher
also adorned with 21
Medal (Ekushey Padak)
were recognitions that a dedi-
cated and co
like him ric
most striking trait of his noble
character
and calm
throughout
matic
continent in
Ous
nation of East Bengal against
the internal i'ﬁlﬂ”l-_{T rulers of
pre-1971
War of
formed historic part of his expe-
riece.

borm in the penultimate period
of the British Raj in the sub-
continent. The year was 1928
Barely two decades later, in
1947 the British departed and
independent States of India and
Pakistan emerged. Like others
of his generation Professor No-
man was live witness to the
sanguinary partition of the sub-
continent primarily along relig-
ious lines, He completed higher
studies in what was then the
tast Bengal Province of the new
born State of Pakistan. He took
his Masters degree from the
Dhaka University in 1950 just
before the climacteric upsurge
of the Bangalees in the then
Pakistan in the form of historic
novement  lor coognitionn ol
Bangla as State Language in
1952. As a Masters student and
later young teacher of the
Dhaka University, he was fully

exposed to these significant
historit developimnents N
doubt, the politico-social con-
vulsions of the 40's and the

00's left deep and lasting im-
pressions on his sensitive mind
These also led to the maturing
' his personality as a teacher
tle stuck to the noble profes-
sion though he moved from the
University to teaching in Gov-
ernment Colleges. Thus we got
him as our teacher in the
Dhaka College during 1957-58
Years later, he became the
Principal of the Dhaka College
and retired from government
service in 1985. He also became
the Treasurer of the Jahangir-
nagar University and held
Vice Chancellor in
1988. During the pre-1971 days
Professor Noman received the
He was
February
[hese

mpetent teacher
hly deserved. The

was the
that he
his life

composure
maintained
The trau-
partition of the sub.
1947, the continu-
struggle of the Bengalee

the
1971

(Pakistan) and
Liberation of

The lessons Professor No-

man imparted to us during our
early youth reached bevond the
demands of
There
techniques
teaching
come
tense sincerity In the contents

and mode of his teaching in the
class

the curriculum.
something In the
and style of his
which made poetry
alive. There was an in-

Was

which instantly

and

rare
enlarge our knowledge but also
to re-discover
new and exciting world where
words ;
poems, masterly painting of a
moving mosaic of all the colours
of life
Noman breathed his last on the
6" September 1996. He had the

‘Noman Sir’ — a Teacher with a Difference

deeply touched the minds and
hearts of the taught. Whether it

was Wordsworth's "Daflodils .
“Nutting™ or Coleridge’s “Rhyme
of the Ancient Mariner- or

Grav's “Elegy”, he appeared to
draw virtual pictures with at of
splendidly appropriate words
delivered with the incomparable
sincerity ) A committed
teacher. His melodious recita-

(ion of these timeless poems
still rings in our ears. They
assumed the form of virtual

songs, musical and profoundly
moving. The depredation of the
orchard in Nutting which
pained saddened poet
Wordsworth was something
that also made us feel S
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The cruelty of the Ancient
Mariner as he killed the Alba-
tross, his subsequent sufferings
and eventual redemption
through learning to love the
creatures of Almighty God—all
came to vivid life as Professor
Noman described, annotated
and analysed in poetic language
the meaning and significance of
each happening so skilfully
chronicled in rhyme by the
magic of Coleridge's genius

In essence the experience we
shared with our teacher in the

airy class rooms of Dhaka Col-

lege during the late 50's was
unique and unforgettable. In
meting Prolessor Noman we got
opportunity to not only

ourselves in a

became pictures, and

Our teacher, Professor

satisfaction of an active life
well-lived. He is no more. But
the magic key that he trans-

mitted to us, his beloved stu-
dents, will continue to be with
us as a timeless gift with which
we will keep on opening new
doors of thrilling experience of
the inner mind
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