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Speaker’s Accountability

AS far as running of the affairs of the State was
concerned late President Zia used to say ‘'money
Our Honourable Speaker seems (o
be of the same view as far as running up the bill of

is no problem'.

our legislative branch is concerned. In the latest
instance we the taxpayers will have to pay TK. 50
lakh (nearly 100,000 US dollars) extra to fund his

roﬂiFate nature for a trip which was fully paid for
by the Commonwealth Parliament Assoclation
(CPA) in the first place.

Bangladesh was invited to send a five-member
delegation, all expenses paid, to the ten-day CPA
meeting in the UK which included the Speaker, his
Deputy, the Chief Whip and two others. The CPA
officials, of course, had no idea about the ‘stature’
of our leaders and they dared to send tickets with-
out lncludin% the hangers on, So eight extras were
added at public expense. These include secretary,
assistant secretary and the public relations officer
of the Speaker among others. That's not all. Our
Hon, Speaker cannot travel but in first class, his
assistants cannot travel but in the business class.
The story hardly ends there. The hotel suites had
to be upgraded because those provided for by the
hosts were not good enough. These will cost Tk,
30.000 per night.

For God's sake can anybody explain what can

justify such mindless and shameless expense when
we are suffering from resource constraints every-
where? The seriousness of the trip is amply borne
out by the fact that the Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker are travelling with their wives and chil-
dren, though at own expense. We raise serious
questions about the propriety of this trip and the
extra expenses to the tune of Tk. 50 lakh that is
being put upon the poor taxpayers of this country.
Last year the Speaker travelled 20 times each time
with bigger than necessary entourage. Following
his example the secretary of the parliament trav-
elled 21 times in one year. Allegations are rife
about fund wastage of a UNDP- funded project to
improve the w orkings of the parliament. A move by
this Speaker to build an official house for himself
in the Sangsad premises was thwarted when the
press exposed it.
For the sake of the dignity and prestige of the
parliament we demand that financial disclosure be
made of the expenses of the office of the Speaker,
the Deputy Speaker and the members of the par-
liamentary secretariat. We think it will be befitting
the public expectation of the sense of self-respect
of a person holding the high office of the Speaker
that he should himself initiate this process. Can we
expect such exemplary behaviour Ifrom our
Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and the secretary to
the parliament?

When will it be Enough?

ATE last month, on August 29 to be precise, po-
lice recovered three decomposed bodies from a
residential apartment at Khilgaon. Just over two |
weeks later on Saturday came the recovery of the
decapitated corpse of two young men from a sewer
line in Sutrapur. Next day there were six murders
within a span of 16 hours at various parts of the
capital city. What could be more poignant an evi-
dence of a complete law and order failure in' the
metropolis? In the Sutrapur precinct alone, there
have been as many as 30 Killings over the last nine

months. While Killers are on a rampage, the police
have played an infuriatingly inert role. In the Su-
trapur double murder case, the officer-in-charge of
the local police station allegedly made no move de-
spite being repeatedly requested by the relatives of
the slaughtered teens. Infuriatingly still, according
to media reports, in many murder cases, the police
stations concerned refused to initiate first infor-
mation report (FIR) and advised complainants to
lodge general diary (GD) instead. Obviously, ques-
tion arises whose side are the police actually on,
innocent people or criminals?

Whenever faced with the issue of alarming law
and order downslide, the government tries to pass
the buck on, higher judiciary being the latest vic-
tim of its indiscriminate finger pointing. The Prime
Minister has repeatedly criticised the judiciary in
public for granting bails to criminals and thus en-
couraging rise of crime and terrorist activities. One
would surely want to know from the government
whether the perpetrators of murders mentioned
above were granted bail by any court of law. Puni-
tive measures taken against negligent police offi-
cers from time to time often prove inconsequential,
for these bring about no tangible change either to
police brhauom or the quality of its service. Where
would people go when law enforcers themselves,
knowingly or unknowingly, side with the killers?
Who would they turn to when the police refuse to
entertain their complaints? These are some basic
questions the authority must answer now.

Parliamentary Inquiry into
Magurchhara Mishap

HE government, it seems, is a firm believer of
the adage better late than never. Otherwise, how
would it explain institution of a parliamentary in-
quiry into the Magurchhara incident more than
three years after an Occldental drill had unexpect-
edly hit a gas pocket, induced a huge blast and
sparked off a blaze of infernal proportions? Mean-
while, a lot of changes have taken place. Occidental
has rolled back its operations here, selling all its
concerns to another US oil company Unocal. Inter-
estingly, then too, the government kept silent over
the TK 612-crore compensation claim. Worse still,
despite an unofficial Petrobangla calculation that
put the damage in the tune of 200 million US dol-
lars, the government did not (nitiate any assess-
ment of the toll the Magurchhara blow-out had
taken on the sub-soil. Starting from the signing of
the production- sharin%f_’contract (PSC) with the Oc-
cidental to the Magurchhara mishap to the damage
calculation and compensation, the government has
miserably falled to play its due role. The belated
parliamentary inquiry into the incident now reflects
another facet of its failure.

Now that the three-member JS body has been
formed, we would like to see it address some spe-
cific issues related to the case. First, it should seek
a complete status report from relevant ministries
and departments on the disbursement of compen-
sation money to the affected. Second, It must have
a closer look at the progress of reforestation
around the Magurchhara gas field. Finally, and
mostl importantly, hush-hush over the wholo inci-
dent must end. The public has every right to know
how much damage was actually wrought by the
Infermo and how much have the Occidental and
later Unocal pald so far as compensation.
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" 10OSE who can not
remember the past are
condemned to repeat L

SANTAYANA. Appar-
ently hurt by Sheikh Hasina's
speech at the full-dress summit
of the 15-member Security Coun-
cil on September 8, in which she
had called for "taking necessary
action against those, who capture
power lllegally overthrowing
elected constitutional govern-
ments for the sake of peace,
democracy, human rights and
economic advancement”, an Irate
General Pervez Musharral, Chief
Execulive of Pakistan, cancelled
his scheduled meeting In New
York with the Bangladesh Prime
Minister at the last minute. On
his return home on September 15
the General reportedly said he
had done the right thing in can-
celling the meeting which he had
himsell sought through sending
his emissary to Dhaka with a
personal letter addressed to the
Prime Minister . Sheikh Hasina
reciprocated by sending her
Foreign Secretary C M Shafl
Shaml with a nod of yes to the
Pakistani military ruler's pro-
posal for a meeting with a view to
diffusing the current high tension
in South Asia sub-continent
centering Delhi and Islamabad's
confrontational attitudes and
arms race causing concern
among the smaller countries In
the region .Prior to that Shafi
Shami undertook his shuttle
diplomacy to the Indian capital
probably to allay any possible
apprehension of the leadership
there to whom the Pak military
ruler Is an anathema and with
whom It has reépeatedly refused to
sit. In a balancing act the Bangla-
desh Prime Minister also decided
to meet her Indian counterpart
Atal Behari Vajpayee. Hopes were
indeed high that through the
good olfices of Bangladesh the
stalled SAARC summitry would
once again start rolling towards
melting the thickening ice in
South Aslan scenario. But the
possibility was nipped In the bud
by General Pervez Musharraf's
sudden u-turn.

What Sheikh
was clearly a
shared by
people and

Hasina voiced
policy- option
all democracy-loving
the civil society

Can Bangladesh Bury its Past?

If Bangladesh forgets its past nothing will remain of its glorious heritage and tradition. But that does not,

however, mean that Bangladesh prefers to remain inside the cocoon of the past. With its present solidified
and concretised by its past it looks forward to the future with confidence . It will be rather for Pakistan to
recall its past and for the sake of equanimity formally apologise for what it did in 1971 and for the shabby
treatment during the long 23 vears.

around the world .Military take-
overs are detested universally for
the very reason that they trample
constitutional polity and are
viewed as gross negation of fun-
damental rights of the citizens .
Bangladesh was under a long
spell of military and quasl-
military rule during which the
people had thelr quota full of
miseries. After a protracted
struggle spanning one arnd a half
decade the people of Bangladesh
finally succeeded In restoring
their rights of choosing the lead-
ership through free and fair elec-
tions conducted by non-partisan
caretaker governments. Hence
taking a stand against forcible
usurpation of power by military
rulers is clearly a ventilation of
the feelings and sentiments of the
people of Bangladesh as well as
those ol other countries having
similar bitter experiences of army
takeovers, Sheikh Hasina made
it subsequently clear at a press
conference in Dhaka on her
relurn from participating at the
Millennium Summit of the United
Nations that her speech was not
directed against the Pakistan's
Chiel Executive, but it was a
general condemnation of all
illegal capture of power by the
army. General Pervez Musharral
took exception to it, which is quite
natural on his part. The General
himsell had grabbed state power
in his country by ousting the
elected government of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif in October
last vear. He has not been man-
dated by the people of Pakistan to
oust a civililan government at
gun-points, to dictate what type
of government they will have, nor
to wage a crusade against the top
politician by putting them behind
the bar and summarily disquali-
fying them from participating in
polls for long years apparently to
make it easier for him to cling to
power like his predecessors in the
army Ayub Khan and Ziaul Hagq.

Whal he Is dolng 1s by sheer force
and with the backing from the
armed forces. General Pervez
Musharral, therefore, became
extra-sensitive and arrogantly
backed out from his meeting with
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
lor her speaking against army
rule and lor Imploring the world
community not 1o accord recogni-
tion to such extra-constitutional
means for the change of govern-
menis .

Though both Pakistan and

refused to hand over to Dhaka the
report claming that It was a clas-
sifled document. Not only this,
the military ruler has rather
disdainfully asked Bangladesh
not to dig out the past and let
bygones be bygones?

This, Indeed, Is too much. Can
Bangladesh forget the 23-year
long unfair and unjust treatment
it received from the Pakistani
rulers? Can It forget how Its occu-
pation army back in 1971 perpe-
trated one of the worst genocides
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claimed that the

Bangladesh
Incident would have no effect on

their bilateral relations,
tainly has already soured their
ties. Otherwise, why General
Pervez Musharral would say
when situation would improve he
himself will like to travel to Dhaka
for a meeting with the Bangla-
desh Prime Minister? Pakistan's
military Chief Executive has
advised Bangladesh "to bury its
past and instead look towards the
future”. The advice was uncalled
for and contrary to recognised
diplomatic niceties. He was praob-
ably referring to Bangladesh's
request for supplying the full text
of the report of Hamoodur
Rahman Commission, the leak-
ing out of a portion of it In an
Indlan weekly has created quite a
stir in Bangladesh for the atroci-
ties committed by the Pakistani
occupation army in 1971 and the
demand being increasingly voiced
by all segments Including the
Prime Minister for the trial of war
criminals identified in the report
.Like all previous governments,
Musharraf's administration also

it cer-

in Bangladesh and how they
brutally raped and tormented our
women and looted and gutted our
property? Could Europe forget
the Nazl war criminals? Why then
even after more than half a cen-
tury after the end of World War Il
Hitler's hordes are hunted and
put on the dock? What for the
International Court of Justice
was busy with regards to the war
criminals Iin Bosnia-
Herzegovina? Bangladesh,
therefore, cannot afford to forget
the past. Forgetting the past for
Bangladesh will be an insult and
aflront to our very nationhood
and those who suffered and made
supreme sacrifices in the pro-
cess. The General probably did
not know that the future is built
on the present which has its roots
in the past. Bangladesh's greatest
achievement is its independence
which did not come as gift on a
platter from Islamabad but had to
be wrested at the cost of immense
sacrifices, the llke of which this
nation did never undergo in Its
long history. Every inch of Ban-
gladesh's lerrit:)r}r had to be

fought for and Is soaked with
blood of the martys. So advising
Bangladesh to bury its past is like
telling it to forget all its nobler
achlevements, Including the
unforgettable struggle for pro-
tecting and preserving our cul-
tural and linguistic entity from
the encroachment and aggres-
sion of alien ruling elite? If Ban-
gladesh forgets its past nothing
will remain of Its glorious heritage
and tradition.

But that does not, however,
mean that Bangladesh prefers to
remain inside the cocoon of the
past. With its present solidified
and concretised by its past It
looks forward to the future with
confidence . It will be rather for
Pakistan to recall its past and for
the sake of equanimity formally
apologise for what it did in 1971
and for the shabby treatment
during the long 23 years. Japan,
traditionally a proud and conser-
vative nation, had to yield In
course of tme and apologised to
China and other Aslan nations for
the brutalities its troops commit-
ted during World War II. So will
also Pakistan when the time will
come for realising the barbarity
committed on the people of Paki-
stan in 1971 at the behest of its
rulers.

Trial of war criminals, both
internal and external, is a univer-
sally recognised practice. There
was the famous Nuremberg Trial.
Trials are also being held at the
Hague. Bangladesh should raise
the issue at the intermational
plank. During the time of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, 190 plus Paki-
stani war criminals were identi-
fled for trial. Sheikh Mujib had
himself admitted that this com-
mitment to the nation he failed to
keep. Will his daughter Sheikh
Hasina, now wearing his mantle,
would come forward and com-
plete the unfinished task? Wwill
she also take steps for putting on
the dock the quislings or the

collaborators, who actively took
part In abetting in the crimes
committed by the marauding
occupation troops?

What is so astounding is that
there 1s no word from the main-
stream opposition the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party about
either the Hamoodur Rahman
Commission’'s Report nor about
the advice of General Musharraf
to forget the past . Whatever may
be its differences with the ruling
party, on a vital issue ol national
urgency and dignity It should
come up clearly with its stand
against Pakistan for disdaining
Bangladesh. Or has BNP pre-
ferred to keep mum because of its
alleged alignment with ‘ant-
liberation forees'? Such an expe-
diency is neither good for the
country nor for the party. This is
also not good politics which
essentlally stems from keeping
national interest above all other
considerations.

Sheikh Hasina has spoken
against military take-over in the
supreme body of the United
Nations. But has she cared to
delve Into the background of what
prompts failure of democracy?
Why even in the dawn of the new
millennium fledgling democra-
cles are proving 1o be fragile and
in about half a dozen countries
the army have recaptured power?
Rather than imploring interna-
tional Intervention one should
look at one's own house and
mend one's own ways. If again
past be any gulde, it can be
deduced that when foundations
or pillars of democracies like
parllament, judiciary, election
commission, constitutional
process , rule of law, accommoda-
tion and toleration of opposition's
views etc are weakened In a
planned manner and when there
Is bitter acrimony over the major
contenders of power, these invari-
ably present a situation akin to a
happy breeding ground for the
illegal capture of power. Democ-
racy cannot long be sustained by
external help. It should emanate
from the soil through practice
and culture.

OME skeletons can never
S stay in the closet, From time

(o time the Hamoodur
Rahman Commission's Report
(HIRCRY): strfaces .(or is made to
surface) Phoenix-like to haunt
Pakistan, more particularly the
Pakistan Army. The motivation
behind the present radiations Is
hardly a mystery; which is the
one institution that remains
between India and regional hege-
mony. As a psy-war weapon the
Report is far more cost-effective
in maligning the Army than the
expensive one-page ads ran by
India in major international
newspapers pre-the UN
Millennium Summit. A broad
section of our own intelligentsia
seems to have fallen for this,
proceeding to castigate an Army
that is three decades removed
from the catharsis of 1971. While
politicians have a vested interest
in trying to force the uniformed
personnel under pressure back to
the barracks, a broad spectrum of
the elite facing accountability
have reinforced this unholy
nexus. The "fog of war” invariably
covers the actions of the victors,
only the dirty linen of the van-
quished is on display for public
approbation. In isolation from the
main text the Supplementary
Report is contradictory at places.
The deep underlying root cause
{the macro-reason) leading to the
disintegration of the experiment
in nationhood of its time is
ignored for the micro-reason of
targeting some individuals and
exonerating others. The Report
COIMES aCross SIITI]JI}.’ dS dll €Xer-
cise by the then rulers to pass the
buck to their predecessors and
gloss over their own culpability,
not an uncomimon occurrence in
this world. Was it a coincidence
that the Report spared all those in
power during 1972-1975 period?
The Army action on night of
25/26 March in Dhaka was the
walershed event that sparked
open rebellion in East Pakistan,
nowever the Report absolves
those who planned and executed
that charge to blast their way
through the civilian barricades,
among them Tikka Khan and
Farman All Khan. In the face of
civilian sliege of Dhaka

The Report

The release of this Report is highly motivated, it has only one target, the Pakistan Army. Asking to go public
ts not out of any great ideal or altruistic purpose, those who leaked the Report know that most of the offi-
cers tar getted for trial are dead and gone, they really want to put the Pakr.stan Army on publ;c trial.

Cantonment all options: were of /!

Cateh-22 nature.! Militarily
speaking, the surgical operation
accomplished its objectives with
far lesser casualties than envis-
aged but In the political sense it
could only lead to the blood cycle
that ensued. Someone needed to
be crucified among the "East
Pakistan 1971 war alumni” for
tarring and feathering; was any
General other than Maj Gen
Rahim Khan available in 1973
despite Gen Niazi clearly stating
that he fell back from Chandpur
to Dhaka on his orders. Similarly
Maj Gen Ghulam Umar, an hon-
ourable man of great ability,
commitment and integrity is
targetted needlessly. A "club” of
armchair warriors excel in creat-
ing myths about people they liké
and horror stories about those
they dislike, no question of a fair
hearing and/or even the benefit
of doubt. Different standards for
different people apply. Imbibing
alcohol and going after women
are eulogised as "manly" (mard
aadmi haf), and if we do not "be-
long”, as "drunkards” and "wom
anizers". Entire sections of our
military history have been
changed to suit myths about
favourites. To quote Count Ciano,
“Victory has a thousand fathers,
defeat is an orphan". Gen A M
Yahya Khan did a most honour-
able thing, as the nation's leader
during this catastrophe, he
accepted full responsibility (and
demanded punishment thereof);
why was his request to be put on
trial in public turned down at that
time? Could it be that others
more culpable had a profound
stake in Keeping him silent?

Is it fair to stand in judgement
relying only on misinformation
and distorted facts about events
three decades ago? Samuel
Butler said, "God cannot alter the
past but historians can". We have
more things to worry about than
trying to exorcise the faded
ghosts of 1971. The Reporl's
sudden appearance is a well-

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

timed Indian strategy; one has
only to read "The Kautiliya
Arthasasthra" (Books 11 to 14) as
translated from Sanskrit by R.P.
Kangle and the requirements of a
“Vijigisu" (would-be world con-
queror). Five thousand years later
the same principles apply, to
quote Chinese Philosopher and
Strategist Sun Tse Tzu, "winning
a war without bloodying swords"
is the clear objective here. The
Indians may be laughing them-
selves sick at our becoming a "tool
of their game".

One of the names on the list
was that of Brig (Retd)
Muhammad Taj S.J.& Bar. Lt Col
Taj was CO 44 Punjab (now 4
Sindh) during the 1971 war. Just
consider only the events leading
upto battle, As my company gave
a canopy of machine gun fire over
a train burning from end to end
carrving Guides Cav tanks at
Daharki Railway Station on 10
December 1971, he stood defi-
antly on the road only 200 yards
away, arms akimbo, flatly refus-
ing to take cover till the Indian
alrcralt had been driven away
and the cavalrymen ran to their
tanks shackled on the MBFRs
and started the engines, making a
sharp right swivel to break the
chains, letting the tanks fall
sideways down the dusty
embankment and putting out the
fire. Now that | call courage!
"Don’t be late”, Taj growled with
pride at the bravery of Guides
Cavalry, " Tell Ayub (the Guides
Cav CO) we have an appointment
with the Indians you better not
miss!” Or pummelling Sep Yagqub
(now a PIA Security Guard in
Karachi) and giving him a bear
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embrace for shooting down an
SU-7 which crashed and
exploded only a few hundred
vards away a mile or so short of
Umerkot. Try and recapture the
elan he would instill in the sub-
units of 45 Punjab and 46 Baluch
as they fanned out left and right
of us, "Good hunting, tell the
Indians Taj is here”. Quite dra-
matic, unabashed showmanship
perhaps, but invaluable in raising
the morale of troops on the receiy-
ing end of continuous Indian air
rlttaCkS

And on Sanohi Ridge, the guns
of 26 Field and 40 Field on the
reverse slope booming away,
exhorting 44 Punjab to take 199r
and 200r, two sandy dunes occu-
pied by the Indians in the proxim-
ity of Char, "Is there a better day
to be Shaheed than today, is there
a better way to be Shaheed than
with a bullet in your chest?” he
would ask anvone who would
listen. And during the O (Orders)
Group with Maj Gen Naseer, GOC
33 Div, sitting with his knee cap
shot up and Lt Gen K.M. Azhar,
Governor NWFP, also wounded
looking on, "Hamid (we were
assembled in the Gun Position of
a Battery of 40 Field) will give us
something to eat, we won't
become Shaheed on an empty
stomach!” Maj (later Lt Gen)
Hamid Niaz gave us a banquet of
'Sukhi Roti and Dal,” a very hot
mug of (gunner’s) tea and sent us
off with a teary embrace into the
darkness to what he thought was
certain death.

Lt Col Taj was decorated with
Sitara-e-Jurat for bravery in
1965 and then again in 1971.
One cannot recapture in one

Bangladesh facing
hostage menace

Sir, The one-man hostage
drama at the DC office in CHT |is
something new in this country, In
that It Is not the usual demand for
money as ransom, by local
goondas turned terrorists to gel
something for nothing,

In this case senlor government
officials were held at gun point for
specific administrative and politl-
cal demands. Unless the move-
ment is nipped in the bud, this
experimental coup staged In
remote CHT might reveal further
operations Lo be staged later.

The hostage-taking operations
are not a new {dea, having been
practised long in the airlines high
above In the sky; and the latest
spotlight is on Philippines where
the Muslim Insurgents are fight-

Ing for autonomy for many years;
andd Fifl 1s fresh inthe minds
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This Is a disturbing trend In
Bangladesh before the next gen-
eral elections. Many now doubt,
in view ol the deteriorating law
and order situation, if the polls
could be held on time, or at all.
The ruling regime’'s action plans
do not foretell peaceful  exis-
tence, as confrontational stances
are becoming more frequent.

The regime has to look out-
wards, and not remain cooped up
In Its own survival strategies.
Governance s different from
party politics, but our politicilans
seem (o confuse the two, and
cannot Keep these two sectors
separate. This Is obviously due Lo
lack of practice in sitting in chairs
and working Indoors, away from
street demonstrations and vio-
lent agitation. Creating chaos
cannot lead to solutions, only
prolong the problems. It is also
due to poor leadership, and
amateurish advice by the sur-

rounding sycophants. We have
the human resources, but badly
lack good leadership.

A Voler
Dhaka

- Night rickshaw
drive and DCC

Sir, We have written several
times about road accldents and
sullerings of the people caused
due to night rickshaw drive
without any light/lamp fitted in
the vehicle, but all in vain.

[t Is really very frustrating that
in the face of our law enforcing
authority thousands of rick-
shaws ply at night without any
light/lamp fitted In the vehicles
causing Innumerable road acci-
dents and inflicting injurles to the
people. But It appears that DCC

and DMP are absolutely apathetic
about it.

These days due to frequent
electricity failure and load-
shedding, many public roads,
streets, lanes and by-lanes in the
city remain dark after sun-set. In
the stark darkness, the move-
ment and whereabouls of the

rickshaw on the public thor-
oughlares is hardly visible or
traceable. As a result, road

accidents and sufferings of the
people have Increased manifold
at night.

We would once again like to
request DCC and DMP to enforce
fitting of light/lamp in the rick-
shaw at night lor its proper (den-
tification, signal and movement
for the safety and security of
road traffic and protection of the
members of public.

0. H. Kabir
Wari, Dhaka

article Taj's actual war exploits,
only how we were deeply moti-
vated, individually, as a unit and
even as a formation, during des-
perate times by this man's pres-
ence, how he lifted our spirits in
an environment only someone
who has been in a battle situation
can empathize with. Now those
who have never smelt cordite
would have this man court
martialled? This Army and this
country owes a debt of gratitude
to the Tajs of Pakistan, a hun-
dred. maybe a thousand Tajs
were seen up and down the line
thus exhorting their sub-units,
units and formations from
Kashmir to Kutch throughout the
war. They blunted the brunt of
the enemy’s threat, asked for no
quarter and gave none. As some-
one who prides himself in having

served under one such Taj I take
issue with any Report that dis-
parages this brave man's conduct
during war, be it 1965 or 1971. 44
Punjab (now 4 Sindh) may, be
forgiven for being prejudiced., wh Y
not ask the others (including
some ‘Generals today serving'in
other units of 60 Bde and 33 Div)
what Taj symbolized during war?
During peace, every loudmouth
with a booming voice who has not
heard a shot being fired in anger
becomes a hero.

The release of this Report is
highly motivated, it has only one
target, the Pakistan Army. Asking
to go public is not out of any great
ideal or altruistic purpose, those
who leaked the Report know that
most of the officers targetted for
trial are dead and gone, they
really want to put the Pakistan
Army on public trial. To quote
Paul-Emile Borduas, "the past
must no longer be used as an
anvil for beating out the present
and the future®. Leave the Army
alone.

In Mr Rezaul Karim's article
on Democracy in The Daily Star
of September 16, I really do not
see why Mr Karim has to take it
on himself to become an apolo-
gist for military rule in general
and for the military in Pakistan
in particular. We have all heard
and read about those theories
put out by the apologists
according to which only the
developed north is fit for democ-
racy and the developing south,
because of higher levels of cor-
ruption and political instability,
must go through cycles of mili-
tary rule and democratic gover-
nance.

These theories might have
been palatable 20 or 30 years
ago, but are no longer tenable,
particularly in the South Asian
context where the populace at
large has been exposed (o demo-
cratic practices and where a free
and open press operates. In
Pakistan, just because the
street demonstrations in favour
of General Musharral were
larger than those in favour of
Nawaz Sharif, it does not mean
that repeated bouts of military
rule are in Pakistan's long term
national Interest or that a
majority of Pakistanis prefer
military rule.

In fact, and as expected, the
gloss on Musharraf's rule is
already wearing thin and the
Supreme Court has given a
ruling for an early return to
democratic governance.
Besides, no matter how alleg-
edly corrupt Nawaz Sharil was,
his future should have been
decided by the people of Paki-
stan at the ballot box, and not by
the men in uniform in their
plush and cosy cantonments.
Military rule has been disas-
trous for Pakistan, as any stu-
dent of history and politics will
testity.

The Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter's speech at the UN needs (o
be seen In this context. The

contents of her speech should
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be welcomed by any democrat
no matter how hard it may be for
autocrats the world over to
swallow. It could be that the
timing was puzzling and unfor-
tunate, in that it came in the
wake of Sheikh Hasina's efforts
to broker a peace deal between
India and Pakistan. However, it
iIs very unlikely that Hasina's
effort was going to come to any-
thing in any case. given the
present state of India-Pakistan
relations.

Nevertheless, | cannot under-
stand why some people in Ban-
gladesh should cringe that
Musharraf has been offended by
Sheikh Hasina's speech at the
UN. If the General decided that
he does not want to meet Hasina
in New York, well, Bangladeshis
should consider that as his loss

and not ours. Rather than
accusing 1l lainie. "<h PM of
interfering in Pakistan - mter-

nal aflairs, perhaps the General
might want to rebut and explain
away the allegation that Paki-
stan's ISI has been actively
interfering in independent
Bangladesh's internal aflairs for
the last 30 years.

It is high time also for the
Pakistani Generals and senior
bureaucrats to address the long
outstanding issues between
Bangladesh and Pakistan such
as an apology for their unwar-
ranted vioclence against the
people of Bangladesh in 1971, a
fair division of pre-1971 assets
and the repatriation to Pakistan
of all those in Bangladesh who
consider themselves Pakistani.
There are many, many people In
Pakistan who also want these
issues addressed and also wantl
certain of their Generals tried
for what they did to their coun-
try in 19?1 The Hamoodur
Rahman report is very clear on
this. Unfortunately, the power of
the armed forces in Pakistan is

such that many a rational voice
Is stifled and not permitted to
speak out openly and frankly.
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