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to the Karmaphuli
Company Ltd. (KAFCO)
the year 2013,

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
approved revi-
clauses to the

by
sina yvesterday
sjon of some

recomnmendations.

According to all indications.

overnment has once again
decided to subsidise gas sales
Fertiliser
until

A high-level meeting chalred

KAFCO deal based on Interna-
tional Finance Corporation (IFC)

But the government handout
following the meeting did not
mention anything about the g bi.p,
pricing. Officials who attended

the n'u:‘t.'llnpi also remained
tight-lipped about it.
The IFC, the private sector

lending window of the World
Bank. had recommended that
tlie government sell per thou-
sand cuble feet (one unit) of gas
(o KAFCO at USS 0.75 till 2005.
From May 2005, the gas price

Star Report

would be 1.05 dollar per unit
for one year. Afterwards, a price
increase by 3.5 per cent every
vear would be implemented
making it 1.2 dollar in 2010. In
2013, the price would be In-
creased by 4 per cent to 1.35
dollar per unit.

The
gas, sold by Petrobangla to the
state-owned power plants and
fertiliser plants, Is now US 1.1
dollar per unit.

domestic bulk rate ol

Gas to KAFCO at subsidised rate again?

Petrobangla and {ts subsidi-
arles purchase 20 per cent of
the total gas supplied from In-
ternational oll companies under
an International formula, mak-
ing the purchase as costly as
1.4 dollar to 3 dollar per unit.

If the government made such
decisions, it did so under pres-
sure from the Japanese and
other foreign stakeholders of
KAFCO including Marubent,
sources sald. Bangladesh

other consumers and to

Chemical Industries Corpora-
tion (BCIC) Is the lone local
shareholder in the venture.

The original contract
the KAFCO authorities
compelled Petrobangla to
gas at Tk 10 to
the bulk rate

with
also
sell
5 lower than
applicable for
incur
loss to the tune of hundreds of]

crores of taka.
Chairman of BCIC Anwarul

See page 12 col 2

-Tk50k1kh ‘extra’

By Staff Correspondent

The government is to pay
nearly Tk 50 lakh for inclusion
of extra members in a Speaker-
led delegation and upgrading
facilities for some others in the
team due to visit UK

A five-member delegation
headed by Speaker Humayun
Rasheed Chowdhury has been

invited to attend the 10-day
conference of Comunonwealth
Parliament Association (CPA)

scheduled to begin on Septemni-
ber 20.

The CPA is sponsoring the
trip for only five including the
Speaker, Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid. Chief Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah and PM's Parliamen-
tary Affairs Adviser Suranjit
Sengupta
ruling party lawmakers, secre-
tary and public relations direc-
tor of parliament and personal
staflf of the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker --were included
in the team later.

According to parliament
sources. CPA will bear plane
fare and expenses for food and
accommodation of the five Be-
sides expanding the team by
eight members, travel and ac-

See page 12 col 4

APSU enforces
hartal in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Sept 17: The
dawn-to-dusk hartal called by

the All Party Students Unity
(APSU) here today passed off
peacefully.

APSU called the hartal pro-
testing police action on its rally
on Friday and demanding re-
lease of its activists and 10J
leader Mufti Ezharul Islam

Police and witnesses said. a
rickshaw was burnt by pickets
at 10 am. A maxi were damaged
when pickets stoned at them at
about 8 am, they said. Police
arrested one person from Baka-
lia.

Meanwhile, all kinds of ve-
hicles except rickshaws stayed
off the roads. As a result. road
commurnications between
Chittagong and other parts of
the country remained snapped.

See page 11 col 5

Hasina versus
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DCCI sets up office for
SME e-biz promotion
with EU

G7 to warn OPEC
OVer prices

DSE, CSE price
quotations
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ll project I8 still very costly. In-

It is understandable, though
not acceptable, the way Gen.
Musharraf. the CEO of Paki-
stan. reacted to our Prime Min-
ister's speech at the UN Millen-
nium Summit. His unexplained
no show' for the appointment
with Sheikh Hasina, made at
his request, and his subsequent
press statements were al de-
signed to please the constitu-
ency upon which his future
depends- the Pakistani army.
r\.ﬂf: all he had to defend his
usurpation of power, removal of
a democratically elected gov-
ernment and military takeover
of Pakistan. His countering ol
any statement seen to be criti-
cal of his action, even If it does

Commentiary

A principled speech deserving support

By Mahfuz Anam

not mention him or his country

by name are the natural reac-
tions of a man who has to de-
fend the indefensible.

What is however not under
standable is the reaction ol
some of our own leaders ac-
cusing Sheikh Hasina of essen-
tially doing India's bidding by
her UN speech and unneces-
sarily autngnnlsm% Pakistan.
We beg to defer. We consider
her speech to be a principled
one, deserving of support not so
much to punish the power
hungry generals who have al-
ready grabbed power but more
so to |1nu’-nt the ones waiting
in the wings.

If the UN takes a collective

position against military take-
overs., and some sort of sanc-
tion. however Ineffectual. 1s
made automatic then obviously
the future military adventurists
will have some reasons to think
twice. We understand the value
of such measures because we
have suffered too much In the
hands of military dictators,

In |1u|;ﬁlng the PM's UN
speech we must reme mber the
occasion. It was UN's Millenium
Summit which brought together
most of the world's Heads of
States and of governments in-
cluding the most powerful and

charismatic leaders of the
wmlti. It was an occasion to

See page 11 « ol 4
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5 more gruesome murders

Five people aged between |8
and 40 years were murdered in
separate incidents in the city
within 16 hours ending at 3:30
p-m. yesterday.

Some unidentified assailants
gunned down a teenager in
Mohakhali at about 11 p.m. on
Saturday. In another incident,
police pecovered the body of an
unidentified young man from
inside a disposal system at
South Mugda at about 6:45
a.m. yesterday.

Muggera stabbed to death a

grocer, 25, near Satrasta
crossing in Tejgaon area at
about 6 a.m. yesterday. In yel
another incident, an alleged

niugger was beaten to death by

©was poHg lowvisit

By Staff Correspondent

a mob at Dainik Bangla inter-
section at noon yesterday while
Cantonment police recovered
another body of an unidentified
young man from Baunia em-
bankment yesterday morning

Mohammad Nayan, 18, son
of Abu Musa and a resident of
TB gate at Mohakhali, was
kill Saturday night while he
1S sister in
Badda., hospital sources said.
They added that some uniden-
tified gunmen suddenly ap-
peared before Nayan , a restau-
rateur by profession, and shot
him in the head

The gunmen then sent the
body to his staff quarter resi-
dence on a rickshaw at about

11 p.m. on Saturday

However, police expresse d
their ignorance about the mur-
der. “We are aware of a murder
in Mohakhali but we do nol
know who was the victim oOr
when and where did the Killing
had taken place.” the duty offi-
cer of Gulshan thana said at 7
p.m. yesterday. He added that
none came (o the police =iation
to lodge a case in this connec-
tion.

In another incident, police
recovered the body of an uni-
dentified young man from a

disposal system on Road 63 al

South Mugda at about 6:45
am. on Sunday. The reason
See page 12 eol 5

Hearing of Adel’s
bail petition
Sept 28

By Court Correspondent

The hearing of Jahangir Mo-
hammad Adel's ball petition in
a sedition case has been fixed
on September 28 by the Metro-
politan Sessions Judge's Court
Dhaka vesterday

Adel, a former Deputy Mayor
of Dhaka City Corporation and
leader of the Jativa Party and
his two sons are facing sedition
charge as Pakistan's national
flag was hoisted atop his resi-
dence in the city on August 14

independence day of that
country.
The CMM's court sent Adel

to jail after rejection of his bail
prayer on September 13

Later his bail petition was

submitted on September 14

before the Metropolitan Ses

sions Judge's Court, Dhaka
See page 12 col 3

JS body to probe
Magurchhara gas

explosion
A three-member Parliamen-
tary Sub-Committee with AB

Tajul Islam as its convenor, was
formed vyesterday to probe
causes of the ‘\'lﬂ“:r{h]mm gas
field explosion, reports B55

The sub-comnittee - was
formed at a meeting of the
Standing Comumittee on Power,

Energy and Mineral Resources
with {ts Chaliman Chilef Whip
Abul Hasanat Abdullah in the
chair.

Other members of the sub-
committee are: Imran Ahmed
and Abdul Mukit Khan

The standing committee
asked the sub-commitiee to
submit its report at the earliest
possible time.

Double murder: Main accused still

at lar

ge, Sutrapur OCc

The sealed Gandaria Rifle Club where the murder of two teenaged boys allegedly took place on
Saturdav (hottom) and the arrested including two FIR-listed accused Navid (extreme left) and
Nadim (extreme right) who was nabbed yesterday.

- Slar ]}hnlu

losed

By Staff Correspondent

An FIR listed accused in Fri
day's double murder in the
city's Sutrapur area--
was arrested yesterday but the
main accused-- Rabid Hasan
Sumon-- son of a female ward
commissioner of the DCC from
the area, was absconding

Four others arrested in
connection were placed on a
Four-day police remand

In a related developinent, OC
of Sutrapur thana Mohammad
Abdul Hve was 'closed' and
three sub inspectors --Shahidul
Islam. Mahbubur Rahman and
Liaguat Ali-- were suspended

this

yvesterday in connection  with
the double murder SOUTrces
concerned said

Police recovered vesterday
some pleces ol blood stained
rope and trousers of Saem one
of the two victims, from the
Rifle Club at SK Das Lane. They
later sealed the Club where the

two young men were held up for

hours by Sumon and his ac-
complices before they were
slanghtered

An uneasy calm was pre-
valling in SK Das Lane areas
following the murders. Most ol
the people avoided talking
about the Incident In which
Mohsin, 18, and Saem, 19, both
from the locality were beheaded

and their bodies cut into pieces
Sutrapur police recovered those
[rom a manhole near Loharpool
on saturday

Police suspected that the in

See page 11 col 7

Budget for Kaptai plants slashed

[t’s still almost double the maximum cost, observe experts
By Sharier Khan

The government has cut the
cost of the proposed Kaptal 6
and 7 power plants project
down to Tk 580 crore from Its
original Tk 719 crore In the face
of criticism that the project is
overpriced. sources sald.

Having recelved green signal
from the prime minister, the
Energy Ministry has now aske«l
the Power Development Board
(PDB) to speed up the appoint-
ment of a consultant and the
loan agréement negotiations for
the proje¢t on an ‘'urgent basis’

However, experts sald the

stallation of the two units of
Kaptal power project should
cost Tk 200 crore at the maxi-
mum, they observed and
pointed to the 100 MW
Baghabarl power project that
only cost Tk 123 crore to sel
II!L

It has been estimated that
the Kaptal dam would be modi-
fiedd at a cost of Tk 237 crore

“That would mean that the
revised budget of Tk 580 crore
Is actually over-priced by at
least Tk 143 crore,” observed
an expert of the Power Devel-
opment Board,

Co-financed by the Japan
Bank of Investment Corpora-
tion (JBIC) and the government,
the project would require the
Kaptal dam to be ralsed by al
least 14 feet to make the two 50
MW hydro-power units finan-
clally viable,

By discouraging competitive

bidding. the government has
already decided to slign the
contract with Japanese com-

pany Marubenl on a 'One Pack-
age Direct Contract’ baslis to set
up the power plant and with
Tapesco for the consultancy.
Both Maruben! and Tapesco

were contractors and consult-
ants respectively of the Kaptai 4
.mtl 5 units built in the ‘80s

“This project Is very costl
and mu'trmunvn!n]h* sensitive
observed a source. "The Kaptal
dam had given I:irlh to a four-
decade long soclo-political and
environmental crisis in the Hill

Tracts and now the government

IS once again going into such a

sensitive area without giving it

a proper thought.”

The PDB had discussion on
cuvironmental Issues with
Environment Ministry and

See page 12 col |
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Dutch swimmer Inge de Bruijn jubilates after winning the gold medal and setting a new world
record in 56.61 in her 100m butterfly final yesterday at Sydney International Aquatic Centre
during the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. Slovakian Martina Moravcova won silver medal and
Dara Torres of US the bronze - AFP photo

A bittersweet day in Sydney

Three more records in Olympic pool

SYDNEY, Sept 17: Three before he could arrive at her ’
more world records tumbled in bedside S DOlly S dr'eam
Sydney's Olympic pool today as An entire Romanian weight-
botl: the Americans and Dutch lifting team was thrown out for h r‘Qd
staked their claim to what was doping offences today S atte
becoming known as Australian Meanwhile, Dutch swimmers SYDNEY, Sej 17- The
‘-."(lltlrfu':‘];.l[[{l lan Til'il'l'l-f"*-\ Pieter van den Hnng{t‘lll’]éilld and dream .Hf‘ San 1““ shi ll"r‘lir]gf:
“Golden Pond, reports AFP. Inge de Bruijn began the as- swimmer I}J)IF Akhter was
The wins shuffled the med- Sault on the record Dooks Dy h]:lrin-‘u'"'i when she was dis-
als table and put the United POSUNg back-to-back world aualified for false start in her
States on top with a total of 11 rrr-f}r(lﬁ. uldia My oot Rl ]f;urr- event - women s 100-metre
medals, four of them gold claim the gold medal in the Bl e -IJI”H -““”H”E g
But even as the Olympics 1“01,” butterily ,,thh l-m[;l 3
gathered steam In the second Van den Hnug_{-_'tlhanr:i swam |} s H'h 3 the 15-vear-old na-
EIH day of competition there his record m'thr' first semi-final !1“””’ 'quuni-'*r .I'r';m;] R“hd;]
were drug scandals and trage- of the men’s 200m freestyle and 'umx}'-ri ke thendo] t)--f-:rr the
dies nnrir"rhm;j the triumphs then watched .Iem TIII,DI'IH' come Lr rL“: p n}.h-ﬂt \iumh“r
Bhn G upt'ﬁil‘d on a sombre close to .hrf:ﬂlkll'lg it in the sec- r')d- ! 1htl r.f-ﬁ%‘_{im:‘ I:_IL[t'rn 1!I'ru"1.i
note with news of the death of ond u,-lu_c'h drew humble pre- -\.“.', J:I‘ ‘r'.-;un- . T t;1+5“ .f”
International Olympic Commit- dic Ll from the Dutchinan ‘i' J' ﬁi b
tee President Juan Antonio Itll be a great linal. but | r”}}arrvl,i Girimbabazi of
Samaranch s ét'llu' just hours See page 11 col 7 Rwanda was also disqualified i
| the same heat group for faulty
turn at the 50-metre end
5 Soon after the event, Dolly
DBH HOU%lqﬂ Leans was found in uncontrollable
ik zﬁ"l tears. She told UNB: °1 failed to
realise the exact situation at
TR1k : | § ; that moment My longtime
f AL ia , & ¥ drean swim in the Olympic
' pool was shattered in a most
autifi i
fj( (’ L : J/ Earlier, on Saturday, Dolly's
{ L}]}l SwWimming-mate Karar
' : samedul Islam, finished at a
pathetic 64 among the 65
A al“ Bru “'.ﬂn' Fi“ance cﬂl'l l-u swimmers i the mens 100-
GULSHAN OFFICE : 9882109, 9882112 netre breastSiroxe |
B“.& MOTIJHEEL OFFICE : 7111774, 7111778 Samedul said that he had
CHITTAGONG OFFICE 712298, 711782 advised Dolly not to move De-
| See page 12 col |
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