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Semin‘ar: Shobar Jannyo Shﬂhlhi’"ﬂ (Health for All} will hold

a seminar on “Tetanus”. Keynote spea
Infections Diseases Hospital (Mohakhall). Venue:
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er: Dr Shahin Ara Begum,
Gano Shasthva

Nagar Hospital, 14/E, Rd No 6, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:30 pm.

Film ShDW: High Commission of India will screen Udhar

Kie Zindegi. Venue: Higl
Rd No 2,

Contempora
Rafl’mn FIIIHPSD(‘IH\F\):PIII screen

1 Commission auditorium. House No 25,
hanmondi R/A. Time: 6,15 pm.

SpaniSh Film Session: zani

five filns each by two world

famous post-Bunuel Spanish filnunakers - Carlos Saura and
Pedro Almodovar. On the first day two films —Cria Cuervos (Raise
Ravens) and Bodas de Sangre (Blood chdlngﬂl by Carlos Saura

will be screened. Venue: Goethe Institut, Road

o 9, Dhanmondi.

Time: 5.30 pm and 7.30 pm respectively.

BCU l’lﬂt'l convention: The 27th national convention
of Bangladesh Chhatra Unlon (BCU) will be held. Venue: Dhaka

University TSC.

CPE seminar: the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Bangladesh (ICAB) will organise its inandatory CPE seminar for
its members. The seminar will be on “Salient features and impli-

cations of changes made

in income tax ordinance 1984 by fi-

nance Act 2000 and amendments to income tax rules and SRO's
issued after budget of 1999°. Venue: ICAB auditorium. Time:;

5.00 pm.

Contemporary Spanish Film Session: on

the second

Society will screen “Carmen” and “Ay!

ay of Carlos Saura Hetro.'-gectlve Zahir Ralhan Film
ar

mela”™ by Carlos Saura.

Venue: Goethe Institut, Road No 9, Dhanmondi. Time: 5.30 pm

and 7.30 pm respectively.

Light rain likely
Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at many places over Dhaka, Ra-

jshahi and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Chittagong,
Barisal and Khulna divisions in next 12 hours till 6 pm today,

reports UNB.

Moderately heavy falls is expected at one or two places over
Sylhet Division. Met office said predicting day temperature may
remain nearly unchanged during the period

The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
33.8 degree Celsius at Chuadanga and the lowest 24.0 degree

Celsius at Svlhet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5.46 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Cityv/ Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morming Evening

Dhaka 32.1 24 .4 80 79
Chittagong 32.6 25.0 78 84
Rajshahi 33.0 26.5 89 78
Khulna 32.6 25.4 81 81
Barisal 32.5 26.0 83 92
Syihet 28.6 240 100 91
Cox's Bazar 32.5 25.0 76 82

HERE and THERE

Chhaya
By Staff Correspondent

Chhaya. a humanitarian or-

lisation, set up by seven
students of the Cluttag;mg Uni-
versity, has donated Taka ten
thousand for the treatment of
Saikat Rahman Amit who Iis
suffering from the rare wild
polio

Three members of the or-
ganisation handed over the
cheque to Amit on Wednesday.

Workshop

A nine-day workshop for
cubs began in the auditorium of
Bangladesh Institute of Theatre
Arts in Chittagong yesterday,
reports BSS.

The workshop on “Tech-
niques of writing reports on
different subjects™ has been
jointly organized by Chiltagong
Union of Journalists (CUJ) an
BITA with a view to improving

reporting techniques of new
comers in journalism.
Editor of The Daily Azadi

Prol Mohammad Khaled inau-
gurated the workshop while
CUJ President M Nasirul Hog
presided over the function

It was also addressed,
among others. by the president

of Chittagong Press Club Abu
Sufian, general secretary of
CUJ Shahidul Alam, Managing
Director of BITA Shishir Dutta,
regional chief of Action-Aid Shi-
hab Uddin Chowdhury and
coordinator of the workshop
journalist Omar Kaiser.

Twenty reporters from differ-
ent dailies and news agencies
are taking part in the work-
shop

Tobacco confce

Several healthicare activists
and experts from Bangladesh
participated in the recently

or%;mised World Conference on
Tobacco held in Chicago, says a
press release.

Among others, Prof Dr Nurul
[slam, Barrister Tania Amir and
Kuheli Azad, Secretary General
of Bangladesh Weliare
Association for Cancer Care and
Member of Bangladesh Anti-
Tobacco Alliance presented
papers on the abuses of tobacco

and anti-tobacco related
canmpaign in developing
countries.

Held wunder the theme,
'("elehratln% Success”, 168
selected scholars from amon
4,800 delegates presente

papers at the conference.

Dhaka seeks support
of NAM members

NEW YORK. Sept 16: Bang-
ladesh sought support from
NAM countries for success of
the 3rd UN conference on LDC
slated for May next vyear in
Brussels, reports BSS

Speaking at NAM Ministerial
meeling here Thursday at the
United Nations Dr Toufig Ali.
Secretary (Multilateral) Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. advocated for
fnlupttnf pPrograinme  which
would benefit the underprivi-
leged most who Hve in Least
Developed Countries,

He sald for countries like
Bangladesh economie {ssues
will continue to dominate in all
forums of discussion. Dr Alj
lauded the adoption of UN Mil-
lennium Declaration at the just
concluded Summit which pre-
scribes time framed programme
to  alleviate poverly mostly

Qulkhwani

The Qulkhwani
of f‘j}l“ti Abul
Hasnat Shar-
Iuddin will be
held today af-
ter Maghreb
prayers at his
residence af
4/1 Dinanath
Sen Road,
Gandaria, says

A press release

Son of late Syed Md Musa,
Syved Abul Hasnat Sharfuddin
died of a cardiac arrest at
?iRDEM Hospital on September

He was associated with the
Student movement during un-
divided India and was the ex-
joint Secretary of All India Stu-

dent  League.  Sharfuddin s
survived his wife, two sons
and three daughters.

prevalent in the LDCs

The Bangladesh Delegation
sought assurance from the in-
dustrialised countries that the
means avalilable to reach the
target set at the Millennium
declaration are accessible and
deployed.

The Summit, in its declara-
tion, resolved to half by the year
2015, the proportion of world's
people whose income [s less
than a dollar a day and the
proportion of those who suffer
from hunger, he stated.

The meeting, chaired by Dr
Dlamini-Zuma, Foreign Minister
of South Africa, was addressed
by foreign ministers of over 40
NAM countries, Of the 114 NAM
mmember states, more than 95
attended the conference.

The theme of the meeting
was to focus on the UN Millen-
nium Summit Declaration and
how the decisfons taken there,

may be implemented by the
countries. There were
several (ssues of interests to

LDCs, including halving of pov-
erty by 50 per cent by the year
2015, market access, debt re-
duction and (ncreased devel-
opment assistance.

Dr All also called for greater
coherence and consistency of
international institutions In
support of development and a
more enlightened approach by
private sectors particularly the
multinationals, while operating

in the LDCs.

Referring to Bangladesh's
commitment to NAM. Dr Al
sald Dhaka remained steadfast
since Its joining in 1973 under

the leadership of the father of

the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He
sald Bangladesh was looking

forward to welcome delegates at
the 137 NAM Summit in Dhaka

next year.

P

Sabrina
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the three South Aslan shooters
ahead of Sri Lankan Malini
Wickramasinghe, who  was
placed 47th scoring 382 points.

Indtan  Anjall Ramakanta
Vedpathak finished overall 7th,
scoring 394 points to head the
South Asian list.

Sabrina made a good starl
scoring 97 points and mproved
her total to 98 in the second
attempt, but later scored a mis-
erable 93 and 95,

American Nancy Johnson
clinched gold scoring 497.7
points. Cho-hyun Kang ol Korea
won silver with 497.5 while Jing
Gaoof of China took the bronze
points after com-

scoring 497.2
peting in the final round of
eight top shooters,

Sabrina is the lone Bangla-
deshi athlete who qualified to
compete In two Sydney events,
She will be in action again on
September 20 in her last event
- women's 50 metre Rilles

Three Position at 11:15 am
Sydney time.
Karar Samedul Islam was

eliminated from the swimming
competition failing to better his
previous record. He was ranked
64th among the 65 participants
in the men's 100-metre breast-
stroke at the Sydney Interna-

tional Aquatic Centre at the
Olympic Park.
Samedul clocked 1:14.93

minutes compared to his previ-
ous timing of 01:09.51 min.

In Heat Number Two.
Samedul was placed last among

the six participants. Facinet
Bangoura of Guinea who ran
behind Samedul in the heat
was disqualified.

Doly AKkhter from Rajbari
district will compete in her lone
event - women's 100 metre
breaststroke - tomorrow

morning along with three other
swimmers in Heat Number One
at the same venue.

Sprinters Foujia Huda Jui
and Mahbub Alam will take to
the track on September 22 and
27 respectively in the 100 and
200 metres at the Syvdney
Olympic Stadium,

Hasina
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Qader, State Minister for Plan-
ning Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alam-
gir, KM Shafiullah MP, Em-
dadul Huq Bhuiyan MP, SM
Akramm MP, Shamim Osman
MP. Shagufta Yasmin MP, and
BCL General Secretary Ajoy Kor
Khokan.

About the opening of na-
tional cricket stadinm, the
priine minister said now the

pt"nimlr of Naravangan) will be
able to enjoy the games ol world
cricket stars

She said not only the biggest
national stadium is being con-

structed here, massive devel-
opment works are also going
on

About the problems of

Adamjee Jute Mills. Hasina said
the government has already
undertaken various pro-
grammes for the welfare of the
industrial workers and in-
creased their wages

She requested the workers to
continue the production unin-
terrupted, saying earning of the
mill will be stopped if there is
no production. So in the inter-
est of the workers they should
continue work.

The prime minister said the
government will take more
steps for the development of

Adamjee and urged the private
entrepreneurs to set up indus-
tries

Prihcipal KK
Paul Chy dead

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 16: Renowned
educationist Principal Krishna
Kumar Paul Chowdhury died of

old-age allments at his resi-
dence at Mirzﬂjanfr‘il in Sylhet
town on Wednesday., He was

80,

Former principal of Madan
Mohan College and a renowned
writer, KK Paul Chowdhury, left
behind his wife, two sons. two
daughters and a host of rela-
tives and admirers to mourn his
death.

Ht*arinF the news of his
death, a large number of stu-
dents, teachers and people

rushed to his residence to pay
their last respects.

Krishna Kumar Paul
Chowdhury hailed from village
Kurshi in Nabigan| thana of
Habiganj district. He also
served In the Raja GC High
School of Sylhet, Sylhet Girls
College. Prinelpal Ibrahim Khan
College of Blimapur. Tangail.

Obit
ituary

Lt. Col (retd) Dr Lutle Al
Khan. former director general of
Family Planning and director of
Rangpur Medical College and
Hospital and Mitford E‘lﬂlirnl
College, died of a cardiac arrest
early Saturday morning. He was
74, says a press release,

He left behind two sons, and
a daughter.

His qulkhwani will be held at
his residence at House No 15,
Road 9A, Dhanmondl, after Asr
prayers on Tuesday.

Dr Lutfe Ali Khan hailed
from Rasulabad, Comilla. His
elder brother Yakub All Khan
was reliel commissioner and
secretary to the govermunent in
erstwhile East Pakistan.

r

News

Two women taking a closer look at a plant at a two-day exhibition of orchid plants organised

by Orchid Society of Bangladesh that opened at Gulshan in the city recently.

-- Star photo

Star roundtable on Biman
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concern that they might lose
thelr rights and jobs if Biman is
transformed into a  PLC,
Muyeed sald these rights coudd
be retained even in a PLC.

He also noted that to func-
tion effectively, an international
airline must make recruftment
at managerial level. But, "Bl-
man ufterly lacks managerial

capacity due to government
intervention.”
Former minister and BNP

lawmaker Abdul Mannan, who
Is opposed (o transforming Bi-
man into a PLC, sald Blmman
can be made profitable if the
government doesn't poke its
nose into Biman affairs and
Biman management has the
authority to hire and fire.

Mannan, who was also MD
of Biman, said that because of
eflficiency of the management,
Biman could earn profit during
1988-90 and 1991-95

Before restructuring of Bi-
man and having a strategic
partner, he said, “We have to
decide what will happen to traf-
lic right.” He also emphasised
retaining 51 per cent share of
Biman by the government

Civil Aviation and Tourism
oecretary CM Mohsin said Bi-
man is a gold mine but as if
was not run professionally, if
could not capitalise-on the ad-
'-.U'Il'l[ilg_{l"ﬁ

When Biman employees
blamed government interfer-
ence as the major reason for
lack of professionalism, the

oecretary retorted by saying,
Biman management and em-
ployvees should have taken ini-
tiative to infuse professionalism
into Biman.”

He said Biman will continue
to have monopoly on air service
agreements and cargo handling
and catering services for seven

years even after it is turned
into a PLC
He explained that the re-

structuring and commercialisa-
tion misconstrued as pri-
vatisation It is not so but it is a
process that may lead to priva-
tisation if the government witlh-
draws itself completely from the
airlines. he noted

President of Biman CBA and
Convenor of Steering Commit-
tee Mohiuddin Ahmed said as
the government after 28 years
has decided for restructuring
and commercialisation of Bi-
man, people get the impression
that all these years the national

wds

airlines was not run commer-
cially.
He said Biman incurred a

total loss of Tk 65 crore in the
last 28 years. The loss was Tk
four lakh in 1998-99. However
it was Tk 97 crore in 1996-97
and Tk 64 crore in 1997-98. he
added, hoping that when Bi-
man's estimate of income and
expenditure last fiscal year is
finalised, it will show profit.

Mohiuddin also said that
Biman came to its present po-
sition as it was run as a ‘public
utility services organisation,
under strict government rules
and regulations.’

He supported restructuring
of Biman by offering 40 per cent
share to a strategic partner but
retaining the existing corpora-
tion status for job security of
the existing employees, At the

same time, he said, the man-
agement should have the

-

Schoolboy
missing

Rivad, a student of class ten
of the New Moaodel School at
Dhanmondi, has been missing
since last Friday, family sources
sald here vyesterday evening,
reports BSS

On that day he left his
110/ 1 Jafrabad residence un-
der Mohammadpur thana for
Abahani cricket ground to play
there and did not return home
till yesterday

He recently lost his hearing
ability.

Anybody having the knowl-
edge ol his whereabouts has
been requested to inform his
father Moksudul Islam Khan
allas  FiroJ or contact phone
numbers at 8120690,
019353650, B111239 or the
Dally Arthanithl at 9667789,
95099589 and 9569790 or
nearby police station,

authority to independently run
the affairs of Biman.

Ruhul Amin Tarafdar of Bi-
man Officers’ Association (BOA)

sald any airline to be run
commerclally needs prompt
decisions, but government in-

terference delays the decision
making process and this is one
of the major reasons for Bi-
man's fallure in commercial
competition.

He called for appointment of
a professional managing direc-
tor for Biman and formation of
a board of directors consisting
of experienced and professional
people to run the organisation
properly

Julfikar Russel ol Biman
Flying Service Association said
Biman needs to bmprove its
service and new recruits to fill
the gaps. For these things, it is
not necessary to make Biman a
PLC, he added

Citing the reason for 'failure’
of Biman, Habibur Rahman
Khan of Biman Sramik League
said Biman Board and Man-
agement failed to frame appro-

priate policy in the changing
world scenario
Bangladesh Biman Sramik

Union General Secretary Md
Solaiman sald that Biman was
forced to go ahead with raw
deals when the government
failed to give financial assis-
tance to Biman

e government had only
given it Tk five crore paid up
capital. Since its inception,
Biman had 19 administrators
at its helm of affairs. Each for a
period of six months to three
'_\,'t'-;ir‘-n

Solaiman further said most
of them spent a year to under-
stand their jobs and when they
were finally ready to serve the
organisation, they were trans-
ferred and a new ones came in

and the process continued.
These new ones were often
found to sign bilateral Air

Service Agreement (ASA) to im-
press certain quarter although
it against the interest of the
airline

Waliul Hug Khandaker, Bi-
man's Director of Project and
Planning, stressed the need for
restructuring and planning
Since 1972, the government
has been a part of the national
flag carrier, he noted

"‘But now the government
does not want to continue with
liabilities. It has other busi-
nesses to look into such as law
and order, providing infra-
structure and because of this,
the initiative for restructuring
and commercialisation has
been taken.'

Muktijoddah Sansad Com-
mander Anwar Hossain Bhuyan
called for a restructuing plan
keeping the interest of employ-
ees in mind

He said that on July 13 this
year, three alternative sugges-
tions came from the City

Group. But bypassing the first
suggestion, importance was
given to the second one in fa-
vour of Public Limited Com-
pany (PLC), causing frustration
and anger

He urged the Biman man-
agement to accept the first sug-
gestion and look for a strategic
partner through  discussions
with all the associations

He said the airline could be
turned into a profitable one by
having an eflicient and neutral
management and making them

accountable

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya
said that before going for a re-
structuring plan, transparency
has to be ensured and criteria
should be followed,

“Criteria should not be tailor
made to fit requirement ol any-
one as it is oligopolistic market.
A slight change could make one
benelicial.” Bhattacharya said.

He said that the price has to
be determined carefully and
non-tangible assets should also
be taken care of. A new regula-
tory [ramework has to be de-
vised  when the private sedtor
COonies 111

He asked how the owners
are thinking of selling Biman
without involving the Privatisa-
tion Board?

Mahmudur Rahman, Bi-
man's Director of Marketing
and Sales, said that restruc-
turing was needed as the airline
could not progress with the
present structure.

He sald privatisation was
not possible by keeping 51 per
cent in the hands of the gov-
ernment,

Privatisation Is often
stressed saying that it is for
better management, But 19
amendments to the existing
ordlance are needed for re-
structuring Biman and bringing
in a strategic pariner.

President of the Soclety for
Alrcraft Engineers of Bangla-
cdesh (SAEB)  said that Biman
wis not overstaffed, the loss
was not due to fault of employ-
ces but it was due to inefficlent
management and corruption in

the organisation.

He also narrated corruption
in  buying and selling ol air-
crafl.

Director of Customer Service
of Biman Abdus Salam. while
speaking about his department,
admitted the lack of service to
customers “due to limitations”.

He said there were shortages
of equipment and man-
power. Biman's procurement
rules act as an impediment to
better services to customners

He called for changing such
‘bureacratic process to save
Biman’

Anwar Hossain, Director of
Finance from 1988-89 to 95-
96, sald Biman earned profit
except in 91-92. The loss was
24 .84 crore in that year. In 96-
97 and 97-98, Biman suflered
losss as two new aricraft were
added to the fleet.

Bangladesh Airline Pilot As-
sociation President Captain
Mafidul said that in the last 29
yvears, Biman falled to reach its
potential. "By this time, we
should have had 25 wide bod-
fed aircraft in out fleet.”

So privatisation was needed
to reach its goals but the bene-
fits of the employees should be
kept in mind, he felt.

The passengers favour serv-
ice regardless of aircraft. "As we
are failing to provide efficient
service, they are switching over
to other airlines”, he said

Mafidul further said that
internationally reputed airlines
like Lufthansa and Air France
brought in new management
from other countries to provide
efficient service and make those
more profitable.

Biman's Director of Store
and Purchase Siddiqur Rahman
saild the present management is
running its day to day aflairs
without having the power to
hire or fire anyone.

“We have a tendency of not
to work but draw our salaries.
These are not healthy signs for
an organisation and must be
done away with."

. )
Biman’s move
From page |
eration and maintenance costs

of DC-10 per person or per
Kilometre is higher than the
debt service liability and costs

of a new aircraft, the secretary
did not provide any statistics

Dr Debapriva Bhattacharya.
Executive Director of CPD
however said Biman should be
very careful in making future
aircraft purchase decisions
since one of the reasons for
restructuring is its lack of in-
vestible capital

Whether we should increase
our liability to make Biman
more valuable to strategic part-
ner is a genuine question,” he
said.

The discussion at one point
focused on alleged corruption in
purchasing aircraft and the
rationale behind such pur-
chases

Abdul
former Biman

Muveed Chowdhury,
MD, said pur-
chase decisions are often ex-
ogenous and are mposed by
the ministry. He also said that
Biman was forced to buy ATP

aircraft though there was no
need

Bangladesh Biman Sramik
Union General Secretary Md
Solaiman said that different

governments had forced Biman
to purchase various aircraft
against the interest ol the or-
ganisation

He also spoke about beliind-
the-seene nfanoeuvring in pur-

chase and sell of aircraft.
Changing of aircraft model also
requires training of technical
stafl, which is a costly affair

Society of Aeronautical En-

ineers of Bangladesh President
“akhrul Alam Bhuiyan said the
F-27s were once refurbished at
a cost of three million dollars
and then the same were sold
out for six million dollars to add
ATPs In the fleet without any
plan or consultation

In the late 80s. he sald, the
Boeing 707s were sold on the
I:rmnui that these won't be al.
owed to land in other Interna-
tional airports. In the 90s, two
old series Airbus were pur-
chased ignoring the interest of
the organisation. The purchase
was not done properly and it
later led to legal hassles in
court, he alleged.

“And now policles to sell the
DC-10s are pursued at a time
when they are fully depreciated.
Biman has by this time devel-
oped expertise to maintain
these alrcraft. Even the foreign
consultants have said that the
DC-10s can continue in the
fleet.

"So, on one hand the gov-
ernment Is busy looking for a
strategic partner and on the
other it Is trving to sell the DC-
10s. We want to know why is

this haste. Let the partners
come and let us all sit and de-
cide on fleet restructuring,”

Bhulyan said.

From page 12
September 14,
What Akhiter alone did to the
Treasury Bench, which virtually
faced no criticisin or obstruc-
tion In the absence of BNP and
its two allies for more than a
year now, was unnerving
enough to incite ruling party
lawmakers including ministers
and whips to shout at him.
They sought the Chair's action
as Akhter bitterly criticised the
government's performance in
and outside parliament

On other days too, Akhter
was very vocal in the House, Al
times, the Treasury Bench even
in the presence of the prime
minister seemed shaky in tack-
ling the lone BNP legislator.

he defiant BNP deputy did

not let the government go un
challenged in a parliament sans
opposition. He protested the
government's fatlures and sug-
gested corrective measures, the
actions befitting an opposition
MP. Akhter came down heavily
on the absence or delayed pres-
ence of ministers and others
despite having scheduled busi-
nesses in the House

The Chair, too, had to exer-
cise his utmost power to tame
the revolting MP. Speaker Hu-
mayun Rasheed Chowdhury
once even rose to his feet to
stop the BNP lawmaker from
shouting while his deputy Ab-
dul Hamid had heated ex-
change of words with Akhtar,
who sometimes went beyond
parliamentary rules and norms
and failed to behave while try-
ing to make a point

Having once been denied the
floor. the angry opposition MP
threatened the Speaker with

The Baily Ftar 11
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holding a press r'rmfrrm!r
against him and rebuked the
Deputy Speaker In  strongly-
worded speeches.

His hitching with the Chalr
aside, Akhter also successfully
raised issues involving the in-
terests of his electorate and the

levances of his party as well.

Iso, he came in ald of the rul-
ing party, at least on one occa-
sfon, when the House adopted

his suggestion fto amend 2a
Treasury Bench resolution
unanimously.

Other than the Akhter eph-
sode, the latest session of par
llament had another exception
in terms of attendance of the
lawmakers. Unlike the previous
sessions, especially those boy-
cotted by the mainstream op-
position, the session did nof
suffer quorum crisis thanks Lo
the warning from Leader of the

House and Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina.
Eight bills, six of th_l.:m

bringing about changes to the

laws about three hill district
councils, were passed In the
session. The two other were

about protection of open space
and water bodies and a wellare
trust for the non-government
primary school teachers. .

The much talked-about ibill
on retention of women's re-
served seats in parliamend,
however, was not placed belore
the House despite the time limil
for its scrutiny ended long agp.

Besides, two more BNP
lawmakers and another of
Jatiya Party (Ershad) registered
their token attendance to pro-
tect their parliament member-
ship

From page |
final shot
France and Japan jointed
Australia and the United States
in picking up two gold medals
each by the end of the day

Flipper feet
Thorpe, powered by his size
17 “flipper™ fact, gave Australia
victory in the 4x100m freestvle

relay and ended American
Olympi domination of the
event since it was first held in

1964 in Tokyo

Thorpe, who earlier had won
the 400m individual freestvle.
touched in three minutes 13.67
seconds after Michael Klim had
led Australia off with a 100m
world record time

Klim took Australia out on
the first leg in 48.18 seconds to
better the 48.21 mark set by
Alexander Popov in 1994

Chris Fydler held off Ameri-
can Neil Walker but the US
were gaining and the lead was a
mere 0.25 seconds when Ashley

Callus, the Third Australian
swimmer, handed over to
Thorpe

Thorpe, in full bodysuit and
urged on by deafening shouts of
“Thorpey, Thorpey”, clawed

| pion

stan
said the largest Indian daily,

back arch US rival Garv Hall to
Will

Hall had needled the
tralians before the Games when
he said the US would smash
them “like guitars™, Klim gave
his answer with a gleeful dis-
play on an ‘air guitar

[t was pretty amazing 11
front of my own crowd and it
was just fortunate | was able to
perform well in front of them
Thorpe said. It really was a
dream come true

The evening had started with
a world record in the women's
400 metres individual medal by
18-vear-old European cham
Yana hlochikova of

_"'l.l1_--n.

Australia ‘Thorpedoes’ US

Ukraine, who clocked 4-3359
to beat the 4:34.79 mark set in
Shanghai in October 1997 by
China's Chen Yan. who failed to
(quality for the final here

A second Chinese world rec-
ord crumbled when Amv van
Dvken, Dara Torres. Courtriey
ohealy and Jennv Thompson
won the women's 4x100 metres
freestyle relay in 3:36.61 to beat
the 3:37.9]1 set at the 1994
world championships in Rone
where China won 12 of the 11
womens titles less than a
month before seven of the na-

tion's
for drugs

swimmers tested positive

Turkish champion
Mutlu, the def Olyn

picC hampion

nding
snatched 138 kg

to beat his previous world rec-
ord of 137.5 kg set at the world
championships in Athens .in
November 1999

Roared n by around =
[urks at the Sydney Convention
Centre, he then hoisted 167.5

kg above his head in his second
attempt at the clean-and-jerk to
eclipse the world best of 166.5
Kg he set at pean
championships in Sofia in April
this vear
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the Eur

[ fier were awarded iIn
1 ind triathlon
the winners a brief “15 minutes
of fame” before the high-profile

shoolir

SIVIIg

stars seize the headlines

Brigitt McMahon f Swit-
zerland took the gold in ‘the
women s triathlon making its
first appearance in the Olym-
pics in an event that show-
cased Sydney's Opera House

with its sailboat-like roofs

Divers armed with speeial
electrical impulse devices pa-
trolled Syvdnev harbour to ward
off sharks for the swimining 1;
around Farmm Cove

‘Build social movement
against corruption
in edn sector’

" otalt Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
yesterday underscored the need
for a social movement for re
moving mismanagement, dis-
crimination, and corruption in
the education sector

I'hey said the widespread
corruption in education sector
was destroying social values
and pushing the society to

wards uncertainty and destruc-
tion

Bangladesh Economic Soci-
ety organised the discussion on
Discrimination, corruption and
unrest in the education sector
on the eve of Education Day

[dentifying political party-
based student politics as one of
the major causes of violence,
terrorism, tensions and corrup-
tion In the education sector, the
speakers called for separation

of student politics from the
national politics to save the
next generation

Bullding a social movement
aganist corruption and is-
management is the only way to
save the nation and restore
human values. they observed

b
Dhaka’s demand
From page 12
“his typical arrogance.”

The editorial of Tines of In-
dia, however, said India has its
share ol responsibllity for al-
lowing Pakistan to literally get
away with murder. :

It said: "The Pakistani army
officers charged with war
crimes - some 180 of them - by
Bangladesh authorities were
released and repatriated un-
conditionally by Mrs Gandhi's
overnment as a follow-up to
the Simla Agreement. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had to be per-
suaded by India to agree to it.”

“In retrospect, (t is quite ob-
vious that the Simla Pact and
India’s generosity at that tine,
including the unconditional
release of Pakistani war crimi-
nals, were gestures that Paki-
took full advantage of~

adviser { the care-

Wahidud-
Prof Sirajul Islam

Anisur Rah-

Former
taker government Di
din Mahmud
Chowdhury, Prof
man and Dr Kholiquizzaman
took part in the
while Dr Atiur Rahhman of BI1DS
Anu Mohammad of Dhaka Uni-
versity, Dr Mahmudul Alam
and Mohammad Enamul Ha-
que, presented Key-note papers

Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud re-
gretted that the quality of edu-
cation has declined to a miser-
able stage. "One third of stu.
dents who seek admission into
universities cannol EXpress
themselves either in English ol
in Bangla

Underscoring the needf for
more attention on medium-level
ecducation he said that a
qualitative mid-level education
was necessarv for survival in
the globalisation process

Dr Sirajul Islam Chowdhinry
the need for an ideal
education system. e regretted
that there were three types of
education svstem in the coun-
trv which is one of the nmjor
reasons for dividing the socigty.

He said the existing educa-
tion system helps a student
improve his skills only. not
human quality

Prof Anisur Rahman said
that the political thugs were
destroying the society for their
own interest. They are trving to
destrovy the moral values of
students so that thev can never
create resistance against their
destructive politics, ht‘ added.

liscussion
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Zillur off
to Manila

Local Government Minister
and Awami League General
Secretary  Zillur %hlunnn left
here for Manila yesterday: to
attend the First International
Conference of Asian Political
Parties, reports UNB. i




