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- Manila launches offensive
against hostage-takers

Troops close in on Abu Sayyat hideouts

|

JOLO, Philippines, Sept 16: The Philippines launched a massive but
risky military operation today to rescue 22 hostages held by Muslim
rebels on the southern island of Jolo, President Joseph Estrada said,
reports AFP. _

There were no detalls of casualties or theé condition of the one Ameri-
can, two French, three Malaysian and 16 Fllgaino hostages alter the
pre-dawn onslaught, but military sources said scores of people could
have been wounded or killed In the operation. Ina nationwide televi-
slon broadeast, Estrada said he ordered the troops to move in alter all
efforts towards a negotiated settlement of the nearly five-month crisis
were exhausted.

He sald the military intervention was a "difficult decision” and that he
was aware of the “grave risks that the hostages and our soldiers would
lace.”

“This situation cannot last one minute longer. Enough Is enough,”
said Estrada, looking grave and hunched in front of the television cam-
era.

Military aircraft pounded Abu Sayyal rebel hideouts with bombs from
1:00 a.m. today (23:00 BST Friday). Communication and transport
links with Jolo were cut off almost immediately and the entire island
plunged into darkness alter a power cut.

Scores could have died already,” said a military intelligence source,
who asked not to be named. He declined to give further detalls.

Hours after the military raid, French President Jacques Chirac
expressed his “lively concern and disagreement” to Estrada, saying he
held Manila “responsible” for the safety of the western hostages.

Two French journalists are among the hostages, and negotiators had
hoped to have secured their release early Saturday.

However top government negotiator Roberto Aventajado sald a panel
including Libyan mediator Rajab Azzarouq, which was negotiating with
rebels and had secured the [reedom of several hostages earlier, had

International

ETA chief
arrested
in France

BAYONNE, France, Sept 16 :
Ignacio Gracla Arregul, the sus-
pected leader of the Basque sepa-
ratist group ETA which is alleged
to have carrled out a series of
murders and bomb attacks In
Spain this year, was arrested
Friday at his villa In southwest
France, police sald, reports AFP.

Also known as “Inakl de
Renteria,” Gracla Arregul, 44, Is
suspected by Spanish anti-

terrorist officlals of mastermind-
Ing an attempt on the life of
Spain's King Juan Carlos In
1995,

Delhi1 directs
Jyoti Basu to
curb violence

NEW DELHI, Sept 16: In a stiff
warning to the West Bengal gov-
ernment, the centre yesterday
accused it of faillure to satisfacto-
rily deal in checking the spate of
political violence in the state and
directed it to take firm steps to
bring down violence, reports PTL.

Citing six instances of political
violence among 33 such inci-

'wealth warns Pakistan
of stronger measures

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 16:
Commonwealth nations, Impa-
tient for a return to democracy In
Pakistan, warned that country on
Friday that it could face the ulti-

mate sanction of suspension
from the 54-nallon group,
reporis Reuters,

They also expressed continued
dissatisfaction with the over-
throw of the democratic govern-
ment in Fijl

Secretary-General Don McKin-
non sald the 11-member Com-
monwealth  Ministerial Action
Group agreed there were no
grounds to soften Its slance or
ease the suspension of both
countries from the organisation's
council,

"We made abundantly clear to
the Pakistani forelgn minister
Abdul Sattar that unless a firmer
timetable is achieved for restor-

YANGON, Sept 16: Milltary
authorities on Saturday blocked
the road to the headquarters of
the democratic opposition led by
Aung San Suu Kyl, two days after
announcing the easing of tough
restrictions against the party,
witnesses said, reports AP.

ing democracy we will have no
alternative but to recommend to
the next Commonwealth heads-
of-government meeting o take
stronger measures,” Bolswana

Forelgn Minister Mompatl
Meralhe said.
"The ultimate, of course, Is

suspension from the Common-
wealth,” he told a news confer-
ence.

Sattar pleaded in vain with the
Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group for greater under
standing for last year's milltary
coup, which overthrew an elected
governmentl widely regarded as
corrupl.

“The current Commonwealth
policy Is tantamount to sympathy
for the corrupt reglmes and
penalisation of those who seek (o
devise ways and means to curb
corruption and promole good

Junta blocks road to NLD HQs

It was not Immediately clear if
the meeting, Lo commemorate the
second anniversary of the NLD's
Commitlee Representing Peo-
ple’s arliament, would be
allowed 1o go ahead.

The CRPP Is a proxy parlia-
ment formed as a direct challenge
to the military government. which

L —

governance,” Satlar sald.

The ministers agreed only to
offer technical assistance
requested by Pakistan in prepar-
ing electoral rolls.

Gen. Pervez Musharrafl's mill-
lary government has sald the
country would return to democ-
racy by October 2002 but the ~
Commonwealth wants a firm
timetable for an earlier return to 1
parllamentary democracy. ;

On Fiji, the ministers heard |
pleas both from ousted demo-
cratic Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhury, an ethnic Indian J
taken hostage by ethnic Fijlarr—
gunmen and overthrown earlier
this year, and from the head of

the South Paclflc country's t
interim government, Laisenia
Qarase.

Suu Kyl  tried to travel outside
Yangon for party work.

On Friday, NLD leaders
emerged from thelr homes and
reopened the party headquarters,
which were ralded Sept 2 by the
authorities, The government
justified its actons by saying it
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| | gt 3 views on Afghanistan L§ | ﬁ
Islamic rector killed in Aceh: saqan LB 8 - Colombo braces for more suicide bombings ahead of polls
Idris. the rector of an Islamic studies institute and a candidate for UNITED NATIONS, Sept 16 : US  China, Russia and Pakistan. |
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}i Automatic Process Control & Sequential | Functional mode of controller & system response. | due to unavoidable circumstances, the date of submitting regularly ”1*‘;‘1-1"' “””””““;”” Ill[{ll :r ”“_" ,mlr:_ z e m.',,i. Ryt " R
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§l Course Fee: Tk. 5000/ - per person iy . |

fl 43. Course Code: EE-U306 Different maintenance methods, their comparison |

l Preventive Maintenance of Electrical | & cost analysis. Preventive maintenance of
Equipment Switchgear system, Generator, Transformer, I

Participant-:r lunior & mid-level officers
I}uratiunr 10-23 October 2000
Course Fee: Tk. 5000/ - per person

Motor and other electrical equipment. Hands-on
practice on preventive maintenance scheduling &
execution.

|

|

L

i 44. Course Code: PT-U107

} Industrial Water Treatment Operation of

il Water Treatment Plant.

Il Participants: Operators/ technicians
Duration: 29 Oct-09 Nov. 2000

I Course Fee: Tk 5000/ - per person

Raw waler impurities & hardness; Lime-soda and

lon exchange processes Industrial water
treatment; Operation of process units; Water
treatment plant & ion exchange plant.

| 45. Course Code; CE-U110

| Quality Control of Industrial Water
Participants: Lab-analysts/technicians
Duration: 29 Oct.-09 Nov. 2000
Course Fee: Tk. 50(0)/ - per person

Monitoring of raw water, treated water, boiler
water & cooling water, physical parameters
examination, determination of metallicc, non-
metallic & organic constituents. Expression of
results & correctness checking.

il 46. Course Code: EE-U302 b
I Industrial Electronics & Electronic Devices
il Participants: Junior & mid-level officers

il Duration: 29 Oct.-09 Nov, 2000

ii Course Fee: Tk. 5000/ - per person

|

b

Diodes, Zener diode, LED, Transistors, FET,
MOS-FET, Thyristor, IC, LCD, Rectifiers, Audio &
Video . Amplifiers, Feedback  Amplifiers,
Operational

I
Amplifiers, Sine wave oscillators,

Frequency inverters, Saw tooth generator, Square
wave generator, Trigger generator, Flip-Flop
circuit, Pulse shaping: clipping, clamping, |
differentiation & integration circuits. Electronic |
filters. Cathode ray tube. Electronic timers, Photo-

electric device & optocouplers. Binary circuits & ‘i

digital electronics.

il 47. Course Code: GN-U302
o} Basic Industrial Management
g Varticipants: Junior & mid-level officers
Duration: 29 Oct.-09 Nov. 2000
Il Course Fee: Tk 5000/ - per person

General Management & office administration.
Salient features of labour law. Techniques of
supervision. Basic  financial management.
Material planning and inventory control.
Procurement and marketing,

i 48, Course Code: ME-U30R
Boiler Operation & Maintenance
Participants: Junior & mid-level officers
Duration: 18-23 November 2000
Course Fee: Tk. 3000/« per person

Introduction & classification of boilers. Fuel &
combustion principle. Construction details of |
boller components. Combustion air pru-healer.
Boiler water treatment, Inspection, monitoring & |
maintenance of boiler, Boiler Inspection & '
Testing.

Nominations/applications for availing the training facilities should reach the Institute at least |
one week before commencement of respective training programme. Course fee is payable in the
§ form of DD/ Pay Order in favour of TICI before commencement of courses. Fee includes single
il 2ccommodation. Irainees may have their meals in TICI canteen at own cost.

Il BCIC784.6/9/ 2000
DFP-21862-10/9
C-1605

S f' i

e 1%

%
- g _# ’
e e,

Project Director, TICI
Polash, Narsingdi-1611, Tel. 9352485 ;
Fax: 9351226, E-mail: ticiabtibnetbd |

of 18th September, 2000.

Application submission time and other terms and conditions
shall remain unchanged.

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
/D, Agrabad Commercial Area, Chittagong

GD-859
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Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology, Dhaka

Tender Notice

No. P&D /LP-1(603)/2000-2001 /D-574(3) Dated: 13.9.00

Sealed tenders are invited from bonafide suppliers for supply,
installation, operation and maintenance of VAST and internet
connectivity. |

Intending participants shall have to obtain permission for
purchasing tender paper etc on application to the undersigned
Application must accompany TIN certificate, trade licence and
certificate of experience about concern works/supplies etc from
reputed organisations. Tender paper and other terms & conditions
will be available from the office of the undersigned on payment of
Tk. 1000.00 (one thousand) (non-refundable) to the Sonali Bank,
BUET branch, Dhaka. Each tender must accompany a Bank Draft or
Pay Order from nationalised bank amounting Taka 1,00,000/- (one
lac) as earnest money deposited in favour of the “Comptroller, BUET"
without which no tender will be considered. Tenders must be put into
the tender boxes kept for this purpose in this office or offices of the
Heads of the Department of Civil Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering (Civil Engineering Building and EME Building
respectively) up to 12:00 Noon of 16,10.2000 and will be opened on
the same day at 12:30 PM before the participants presents.

The university authority reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all the tenders or one more items of any tender without assigning
any reasons whatsoever.

No tender paper will be sold on the opening day of the tender.

Deputy Director
Planning & Development

GD-857
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