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SYDNEY
Quotes of the day Friday from
the Olympic Games here

Tve always tried to do my
best, whether it was doing the
laundry or weightlifting.” - Bra-

Sept

women's weightlifter
Jorge, 43, who
worked as a laundress and a
pizza chef before pursuing
her Olympic dream.

"‘We have athletes l[eaving
Sydney, and there are athletes
who will not be coming to Syd-
ney.” - US drug czar Barry
McCaffery on positive tests
results prior to the Games.

“You will never defeat it en-

tirely. It is a problem that will be

alivays there.” - Britain's Prin-
cess Anne on the use of per-
formance enhancing drugs in

sport.

“There are loads of track
coaches down there, but I have
only one coach, John Smith.
John is the best coach walking
on this earth.” - Trinidad
sprinter Ato Boldon on his

confidence in his American
coach. |
"What ever they are feeding

would like to
I eat a lot of Chinese
food. | should have fed it to my

‘son. He's only 6-foot-4." - US

Olympic basketball coach
Rudy Tomjanovich on the
China's towering basketball

plavers. |
“The great part about being|

young is you don't have a clue
what's going on. That's a great
thing to have when you're rac-
ing.” - Defending 400m indi-
vidual medley Olympic
champion Tom Dolan on the
advantages of youth at the
Games.

"Australia’s tyranny of dis-
tance is conquered today as the
world comes to us.” - The Aus-
tralian newspaper in a col-
umn trumpeting the Games
as a chance to bridge Austra-
lia's geographical isolation
from the rest of the world.

Honesty
pledged

SYDNEY. Sept 15: Austra-
lian hockey player Rechelle
Hawkes took the Athlete's Oath
on behalf of all competitors atl
the Sydney Olympics here Fri-
day, reports AFP

Continuing a tradition that
started at the Antwerp Games
in 1920 Hawkes pledged to
uphold the sporting traditions
of the event

The text of the oath is:

In the name of all the com-
petitors | promise that we shall
take part in these Ol mpic
Games, respecting and abiding
by the rules which govern them,
committing ourselves o a sport
without doping and without
drugs., In the (true spirit o
sportsmanship

A second oath was taken on
behalf of the judges and offi-
clals.

Two Romanians
sent packing

BUCHAREST. Sept 15: The
Romanian Olymplec Committee
(COR) have sent home weight-
lifters Tralan Clharean and
Adrian Matelas after the pair
were caught doping. the Com-
mittee announced here Friday,
reports AFP

“Following positive tests (n
Sydney by the athletes Tralan
Clharean (56 kg and Adrian
Matelas (105 kg) the COR have
decided 1o withdraw them from
competition and to ban them
from the Romanian Olympic
m for le." the Cor said

ut specifying what prod-
ucts the pair had tgaken. ;
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By Tawliq Aziz Khan

Australians have a penchant
for perfection. The SCG, MCG,
Melbourne Park tennis complex
and the newest indoor cricket
stadiums are good examples of
their excellence.

But on Friday, at Sydney,
they S]lt}“’t‘ll Once .'_lgl”” that
tllt‘:".' leave n:}thing to chance.
not even when umpire Darrel
Hair called Muralitharan for
‘throwing.

Since the marvels of modern
science have opened vistas of

the ordinary millions, nothing
more ﬂhmrhlng. nore Sped
tacular and more Inspiring

could so far be seen. It was a
real show time at Svdney and
the organising committee down
there has scored a I]vrlpf-t ten
like Nadia Comanici
In our heydays we were fed
mostly by newspapers and we
had to be content with whatever
the reports had said about such
events. But we are lucky to be a
art of the transition and bene
ECIJF“‘E of the information ex-
plosion and IT revolution. Those
of us who could not make it to
Svdney were glued to the televi-
sion set, but Bill Gates did not

rely on his own innovations. He
was, physically there at the
stands

The whole programme was
so minutely detatled and su-
perbly executed that the syn-
chronisation of the technical
staffs and the thousands of
artistes on the ground and up
in the air only could match the
precision of solar system. In-
deed, no amount ol praises was
that much for them. The march
past of the athletes was another
spectacle of colours rendered by
the participants from 200
countries, the largest so lar lor
any game in the modern era.

Unlike other games that we
were lucky to see on TV, Sydney
pr:'wrmml a Very different
spectacle, both in colour and
attitude. Here again the typical
Australian informality was In
abundance and that added
unprecedented galety to the
whole proceedings. From the
tiny East Timor to the Trinidad
and Tobago or the big China, all
were in high spirits, possibly,
except to the cases of the con-
tingents from South Asla. Most
of them looked like participants

of a mourning procession. Butl
it was possibly the greatest
moment of the march past

when the arch-enemies, the two
Koreas, app ared on the scene

See page 14

WE ARE ONE: In a groundbreaking gesture of goodwill
delegations of bitter neighbours North and South Korea
march together during the opening ceremony of the 2000

Games vesterday.

SYDNEY, Sept 15: Athletes
fromi North and South Korea

struck a sporting blow for the
cause of reunification Friday
marching together for the first
time at an Olympic opening
ceremony, reports AFP

Wearing identical uniforms,
about 180 athletes from the
Cold War foes strode into Syd-
ney's Stadlum Australia behind
a white flag adormed with a
light-blue Korean peninsula
and the simple banner "Korea®
to the tune of folk song "Ari-
rang .

The packed crowd stood and

cheered as the Koreans, led by
South Korean female basket-
baller Chung Eun-5oon and

Pak Jang-Chol, a North Korean
judo coach., entered the sta-
dium holding hands ralsed In a
symbol of unity broadcast to an
estimated 3.5 billlon people

— AFP photo

Unified Korea

worldwide,
The Imove
a result of negotiations between
the two countries and the In-
ternational Olympic Committee,

marked the first time since thev

went to war in
two countries
under a
Olvmpics
The Koreas are still
cally at war. having
signed a peace accord
But ever since a June sun-
mit between the South's Presi-

1950
hacd
CoImmmon

that the
marched
flag at the

techni-
never

dent Kim Dae-Jung and the
North's supreme leader Kin
Jong-Il, the two Koreas have
been progressing slowly to-

wards peace and reunification
Officials In Seoul on Friday
sald Kim Jong-1l was likely to
visit the South Korean capital
next vear while defence minis-
See page 14
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SUNNY NIGHT! A sun sets the Olympic Stadium alight during the

ceremony vesterday

SYDNEY, Sept 15 (AFP): The
opening ceremony for the Syd-
ney Olympics has got underway
here Friday in Stadium Austra-
lia

L

International Olympic
mittee (10C) ]JIE'lelt'Ill‘
Antonio Samaranch and Aus-
tralia's Govermnor General Sir
Willlam Deane took their seats
at Stadium Australia as the
Australian national anthem
'‘Advance .- Australia Fair' was
played.

{(om-
Juan

u* W ok X
First into the arena itsell
were stockmen on horseback —
stockmen are the Australian
l‘t||let|L'l|.l of cowboys who
paraded in formation, lorming

the five Olympic rings on an
arena covered in a red-orang
surface to depict a traditional
outback landscape

The riders tralled
and Australian [llags
them

Next a girl playing "the Spirit
of Australia”" entered the
dium and was hoisted into the
air for the first real setpiece ol
the Cerciiorny — A Sequernce
that featured giant representa-
tions of Australia’'s lamous ma-
rine life.

The section, entitled "Deep
Sea'Dreaming”, depicted tropl-
cal fish, jellyfish and other sea
creatures.

Then came a long section
that depicted the culture and

Olympis
behind
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SYDNEY, Sept 15: Al five
Bangladeshi athletes are in
good as the actual competition

starts fromm tomorrow, reports
UNB
Swimmer Karar Samedul

Islan has recovered from a mild
jevers

Despite [eeling unwell for
two days, Samedul still at-
lended practice sessions along

with Doly Akhter at the Sydney
University Swimming Pool and
sydney Aquatic Centre

Conunonwealth gold medal
shooter Sabrina Sultana has
also been busy.,

Both Sabrina and Karar

make their Olympi
Saturday

Sabrina will compete (n her
[avourite 10-metre  air  rifle

debuts on

...

FIGHTING A LONELY BATTLE: A protester waving an Aboriginal flag at Sydney's Bondi

l. Beach, venue for the Olympic beach volleyball competition, yesterday.

~ Internet photo

event at the Svdney Interma-
tional Shooting Centre in Cecil
Park. some 35 Kilometres Ilrom
the Athletes’ Village between 4
am-14.30 pm (Sydney time)
Samedul is in action In the
100 metres breaststroke in heat
number two to be held during
10 am to 12 noon (Sydney time)
at the Sydney Aquatic Centre
Samedul with his best tim-
ing of 1.09 51 was placed sixth
among the seven competitors in
heat-two ahead of Guinea
swimmer Facinet Bangoura
SAF Games champion
sprinter Mahbub Alam and
Fouzia Huda Jui worked out in
the village. Their events are on
September 27 and 22 respec:
tively
Akhter competes in the 100
metre breaststroke from 10 am
to 12.30 pm (Sydney time) on
September 17

rury

SYDNEY, Sept 15 (AFP): The
threat of mass Aboriginal pro
tests during the Sydney Olym-
pic Games eased Friday just
hours ahead of the opening
ceremony

Plans for a mass march from
the heart of the local Aboriginal

comnmununity in suburban Svd-
ney to Prime Minister John
Howard's central office (el

through, as did eflorts to form a
human chain at exit routes
from Sydney Alrport,

Despite fears in the lead-up
to the Games that demonstra-
tions could get out of hand,
senior police were able to joln
Aboriginal protesters during
sacred ceremonties on Friday

At  demonstrations which
have pgone ahead, there have
been no arrests and media rep-
resentatives usually  outnum-
bered protesters -

The morning after a million

w
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traditions of Australia's indige-
nous people, the Aborigines

A lire section lollowed and
then another showpiece in hon-
our of Australia's unique flora
ind launa began

b

A scene followed illustrating
the arrival of the British who
vould colonise Australia. with a
depiction of the man considered

to have discovered the countnrn
Captain Jammes Cook :
Staines, Yorkshire in
England who arrived on a rep-
resertation of his ship the kEn-
deavour

clans & Wandjina’

{rom
northern

sepment of the l"l}l"ll”lﬁ
AFP photo

Another legendan figuire
during the fledgling days ol
Australia bushranger Ned
Kelly also had a role in the
‘-l‘{i'l-l"fl.f- I’!-'1|1-Ti|};j the role |
Britain many of whom were
convicts in developing the
continent

[he early industries that
built the economy of the hosl
nation were portrayed with
many references to sheep, wool
ind mining before a lawnmower

sequence . which depicted

See page 14
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HIUMAN DRAGON: A performer in his elements during the
Fireeater part ol the opening ceremony ‘\'l.'."'t'.l‘['l[‘l_\'

jn'1+|1|t' 2 kedd the streets ol
Svidney to welcome the arrival
of the Olympic Hame, lewer

than 100 protesters turned oul
o start the march on Howard's
oltice

Another 200 from the un-
authorised Aboriginal tent em-
DAassy L nip wrarily aside
thelr differences with the march
organisers to fjoin them mid-
procession

hey carried banners saying
"White Australia has a Dblack
liiston and "Australia 0
sorry sight for the world to wit-
1SS .

e demonstration had been
billed by Aboriginal protesters

Sl

and supporters as the mailn
event to alr grievances on |is-
sues including high rates of

lmprisonment, health problems

and cconomic neglect

he Metropolitan Aboriginal
Land Counctl, which Is organ-

- AFP photo

fizzies out

oflicially sanc hioned

blamed the Sydney
Commiittee for the
Olyimpic Games (SOCOG) and
renegade  indigenous protest
groups for the dismal turnout.

\boriginal activist and pro-
test organiser Lyall Munro ad-
mitted it was the third land
council protest to flop

'I| feel a bit dejected about
the numbers. Obviously we're
very concerned about the lack
of response for the proposed
human chains out of the airport
and the lack ol response lor
this program.” Munro sald

‘I suppose one could say
Interference  from  particula:
quarters, particularly SOCOG
appointees and other groups
have had a dire ellect on the
ountcome.

But. activist Trevor Close,
who ralsed the Aboriginal flag
See page 14
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ord in the 100m freestyle.
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United
setting 4x100 free squad. But
she

Today's menu

SYDNEY, Sept 15 (AFP):
Saturday's schedule for the
Sydney Olympics:

FOOTBALL
Bruce Stadium, Canberra
Women's Preliminaries

(Germany v Brazil)

Men's Preliminaries (USA v
Cameroon)

Sydney Football Stadium

Women's Preliminaries
(Australia v Sweden)

Men's Preliminaries [Austra-
lila v Nigerla)

Brisbane Cricket Ground

Men's  Prellininaries (Czech
Rep v Kuwait)

Hindmarsh Stadium. Ade.
laide

Men's Preliminaries (Italy v
Hungary) '
HOCKEY

State Hockey Centre

Women's Preliminaries
(South Korea v Argentina)
(Germany v New Zealand)

Men's Preliminaries (Neth-
erlands v Great Britain) (Spain
v South Korea)

Men's Preliminaries (Canada
v Paklistan) (Malavsia v Ger-
manv)

SHOOTING

Sydney International
Shooting Centre, Cecil Park

Women's 10m  Alr Rifle
Qualification Men's Trap
Oualification, Women's 10m Alr
Rifle Final, Men's 10m Air Pistol

Qualification. Men's 10m Air
final
SWIMMING

Sydney International

'u;u:mf Centre

Women's 400m Individual
Medley Heals Men's 100m
Freestvle Heats, Women's 1001n
Butterfly Heats., Men's 100m
Breaststroke Heats., Women's
4x100m Freestyle Relay Heats
Men's 4x100m Freestvle Relay
Heals

Women's 400m Individual
Medley Final Men's 400m

Freestvle Final. Women's 100m
Butterfly Semifinals Men's
| 00m Breaststroke Semi-finals
Women's 4x 1 00m
Kelay I iI..'|1 M
Freestvle Final
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
BADMINTON

BEACH VOLLEYBALL
BASKETBALL

BOXING

TRACK CYCLING
EQUESTRIAN

FENCING

HANDBALL

JUDO

TABLE TENNIS
TRIATHLON
VOLLEYBALL

WATER POLO
WEIGHTLIFTING

Jenny's quest

SYDNE?Y Sept 15 (AFP)
lenny Thompson's five Olympi
gold med aren't enough
without the solo gold that
so far eluded the US swimming

:-__1[':'4[ S grasp

Freestyle

l"\l! ."I]I]l
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1S not

nas

| would have retired aftei
Atlanta if I'd won an individual
gold,” admitted Thompson, who
walked away from the 3396
Games with three polds —

!..1-:‘-‘- T
1

tal to five

taking her career

But really it's a kind of a
blessing in disguise that | did-
n't. This has been the best four
vears ol my careel

In these fruitiul four years

Thompson has captured world
titles in the 1f freestyle and
100m butterfly and earned 11
titles in : Pacilic Cham-
pionships

)om

"'-.I'.l." i._i:l

At the 1999 Pan Pacs at the
Olympic pool she captured
Marv T. Meagher's 18-year-old

world record in the 100m flv, a

race that earnced USA Swim-
ming's Performance oi the Year
honours

At the US Trals, the 27
vear-old lowered her own na-
tional record in the 100m free
stvie inad held | Stanford
teammate Dara Torres to win

thhe 100m 1l

On Saturday her quest lor

the grail of individual gold be-

- ;unQHnm the heats of the 100m
i1y

It won't be easy. As well as

lorres, Thompson will have (o

battle Dutchwoman Inge de

Bruijn, who has twice improved
upon the world record Thomp-

| son set in August of 189899

Australian Petria [homas

I owns the Inllrfll-Lth'%l thine in

the world this vear. and will be

buoved by the support ol Aus-
| trallan tans

hompson is well aware of

the difficulty of her task

the
Barcelona
the world

in 1992, at
went 1o
shattering

age of 19,
fresh
recC-

She won her first two Olyvin-
relay titles, anchoring the
States' world record-

second in the
behind China's

S
finished

| 00m frec

Zhuang Yong

"1 went in as world record

holder and got a silver. | sup-
pose | should have been hap
to be
world but it was definitely dis-
appointing.” Thompson said.

v
the second best in Iﬁt‘

"There was also a disgrun-

tled feeling: 1 got second, why
aren't people happy for me?

Out of sorts, Thompson fin-

ished fifth in the 50m free. Two
vears later she failed to win any
individual medals at the Rome
World Championships
nated b
team later tainted by a doning
scandal.

domi-

by a Chinese women's

RIS YT, ™



