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t is a generally agreed percep-
tion that water is increasingly

becoming an i(ssue of primal
significance. ECOSOC Commit-
tee on Natural Resources in a
recent strategy paper indicated
that as many as 52 countries with
¢ population of more than three
llton will be “Water Stressed” or
chronic water scarcity by the
yvear 2025. The gowtng problem
has as much to do with the avall-
ability of fresh water in the overall
glo context as with the fact
that such resources, even when
available in abundance, may be
found In the wrong places or
available at wrong times.
For the subcontinent, and, in

Bangladesh, in particular, the .

above appears to be too true. In
this perspective, Bangladesh
recently urged the world commu-
nity at the 5S1st session of the UN
General Assembly in New York,"
lo formulate an international
code of water ethics to help coun-
tries In their efforts towards bilat-
eral and multilateral agreements
on sharing of waters”. In fact.
Bangladesh laid special emphasis
on “political will, goodwill and
good intentions” to resolve all
outstanding problems or new
ones with neighbours. (Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister's address
al the 51st UNGA, New York).
Bangladesh has been very clear in
advocating a simultaneous
approach towards the resolution
n? the problems and overall utili-
satjon of the vast water resources

e Eastern Himalayan region
Jhere the welfare and prosperity
of the peoples of Nepal, Bhutan,
eastern India and Bangladesh are
so closely interwoven.

The Ganges-Brahmaputra-
Meghna river-systems command
a total of apFroximatclj.' 1.73
million km of drainage area.
Almnost the whole of Bangladesh
and Bhutan and 1.09 million km
in Nepal and almost 1/3" of India
are covered by this vast water-
ways network.” Though the bas-
ins of the three rivers are
hyvdrologically self-contained,”
opines a noted Indian 1st expert,
“they have political, economic and
resource interlinkages” (UC
Chaubei:” Multi-level Hierarchi-
cal Mocdeling of an International
River Basin” Management and
Development of Major Rivers, Ed
Aly M Shady et al Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Calcutta, 1996. p 106).
Two other interesting points are
also made by him which need to
be closely noted and which
directly corroborate the asser-
tions made by Bangladesh in
various forums. "The multi-
purpose water demand is high in
the Indian region of the Ganga
basin. The drainage pattern in the
Sta region (mostly in Bangla-
¢esh) is a distributory type, hav-
ing hydraulic problems such as

flooding. =iver instability, sea
tides arnd ~ ilirnin
Farah=.. ‘«<arage and its

adverse nnpact on Bangladesh in
multifarious ways are too well
known and documented to be
recounted here. A few points,
however, need to be highlighted in
this context:

a) The Farakka Barrage did not
rescue Calcutta Port through
flushing the Hoogly-Bhagirathy
river, as 'its decline was caused
not by physical constraints of the
river but the slow rate of indus-

an the government alone

resist the future spread of

Dengue? Plainly speaking,
it won't be very easy. By saying so,
one does not demean the capacity
of the government nor exaggerate
its failure. It is said rather in
acknowledgement of the facts
comprising our social reality.
Certainly there is no ambiguity
about the received wisdom that
the government(s) in countries
like ours on most occasions are
constrained by numerous imped-
iments ranging from the scarcity
® resources to the absence of

itment. There are concrete
faciors accounting for such his-
torical precedence of limited
governmental capacity. When we
talk about limited capacity of
some institution or individuals
we invite a notion of comparison.
For example, when an epidemic
breaks out we notice the limita-
Lion of capacity of the government
not visibly decipherable in nor-
mal time. In the context of Den-
gue all the factors responsible for
limited governmental capacity
are at work in full capacity. For
example, for each municipal ward
there are five staff to spray Insec-
ticides. I each ward roughly
consists of one hundred thou-
sand people then the ratio of such
stalf would be one for twenty
thousand. If a segment of that
population Is catered once a week
then it would be about three
thousand people that an
employee spraying insecticide
has to cater.

Wastes, open drains, ditches
and watersheds are sprayed to
contain the reproduction of the
mosquito responsible for viral
Dengue. Several newspapers are

coming up with pholographs
depicting unattended water-
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The Ganges: 1996 Agreement, Augmentati

on and Beyond

trial growth in the hinterland”
(Ben Crow: "Sl the Gan-
ges’). The real issue Is whether
the navigable conditions for
Calcutta Port could have been or
have in fact been improved by the
barrage”, writes A G Noorani,
reviewing four books In the
Statesman, Delhi, 13 October,
1996), adding Ramaswamy R
Iyer's (Secretary Water Resources
Gol (1985-87) rather interesting
opinion: "On the whole Calcutta
Port has declined, but the rea-
sons for that are unconnected
with the considerations behind
the Farakka project. It must also
be remembered that a secondary
objective of the diversion was to
counter the incursion of salinity
which was adversely affecting
Calcutta's water sys-
tem”. One wonders first what was
then the "consideration” or the
first objective of the Barrage and
second, is it not a more, or at least
equally, acceptable claim that
Bangladesh had, and continues
to have, in terms of encroach-
ment of salinity up the combined
river course reaching as far as
Chandpur and creating a whole
lot of devastating impact during
the dry seasons? Apart from the
consumptive requirements from
the Ga waters for the GK
Project, there is a need for ade-
quate flows in dry seasons to
flush the creeping salinity down-
stream.

Hence, a logical conclusion is
that demand for diversion of
waters at Farakka by India/ West
Bengal is not that crucial crucial
or urgent now In comparison to
the vital needs of Bangladesh.
Kuldip Nayar in his famous col-
umn “"Between the lines" wrote
"Much is made about West Ben-
gal's Insistence of flushing the
Hoogly by the Ganges waters.
This has turned out to be a myth.
The Calcutta port is as much
dependent on dredging now as it
was belore the Farakka barrage
was constructed. Experts have
themselves admitted that the
walter diverted through the bar-
rage has not made Hoogly naviga-
ble, even for ships of smaller size"
(All depends upon Ganges Water,
Saudl Gazette, July 18, 1996).
Earlier on in the same column Mr
Nayar commented” .... everything
seems to hinge on the sharing of
the Ganges water. Emotionally, it
is a Kashmir for the
Bangladeshis. They will judge not
only India but also their own
government on the equitable
sharing of the Ganges waters.
Indeed some of their best land
has been reduced to a mere bowl
of dust. They have suffered a
great deal in the last 14 years." It
is, therefore, necessary to scruti-
nise the overall position and of
the sharing arrangements stipu-
lated in the 30-year Agreement,
1996.

b) It is generally agreed that
without appropriate augmenta-
tion of the dry season flow in the
Ganges above Farakka, the shar-
ing of the increasingly dwindling
{low alone (due to lesser availabil-
ity and greater withdrawals along
the upper reaches) would not
ensure adequate quantum to
meet the essential requirements
of the two countries. The prob-
lems in addressing this issue of
the two countries. The problem in
addressing this issue of augmen-

An Analysis of the Background and Possibilities

by Syed Muhammad Hussain

tation has continued for the last
23 years or s0. The 1977 Agree-
ment committed the parties to
resolving “the long-term problem
of augmenting the flows of the
Ganga during the dry season.”
This, In fact, has been repeated in
1996 Agreement as well.

One could recall that during
the s g of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) In Octo-
ber 1985 two changes In 1982
MoU were Included. There was
provision for a joint study of
alternatives for sharing and
augmentation, and all the joint
rivers were Included. A Joint
Committee of Experts was set up.
In October, 1986 a tripartite
meeting of experts took place in
Nepal, followed by another at
Foreign Minister level in January
1987. Indla agreed to draft and
circulate a position paper on
Nepal's role in river development.
Prepared by the Ministry of Water
Resources It was sent to the
Prime Minister's office. The paper

the Summary Record of Discus-
slons of the Second Meeting of the
Indo-Nepal Sub-Committee on
Water Resources held at New
Delhi from 15" to 18" April, 1991.
The Indian delegation was led by
Dr M A Chitale, Secretary, Minis-
try of Water Resources, Govern-
ment of India and the Nepalese
delegation was led by Mr. B K
Pradhan, Secretary, Ministry of
Water Resources, His Majesty's
Government of Nepal (HMG),
Secretary, HMG Nepal stated that
"the Sapta Kosl Multipurpose
Project was completely a new
project and located in the eastern
region of Nepal close to Bangla-
desh and, therefore, the multiple
benefits accruable from the regu-
lation of flow extend also to Ban-
gladesh. A number of other water
related benelits Including the
benefits of watershed manage-
ment for all the three countries
could also be derived. An excel-
lent opportunity for mobilisation
of financial resources from inter-

sary Is to complete detailed field
Investigations and finalise a joint
project report.”

Apart from the obvious lmport
of the above position of India, one
needs to note that Nepal's request
for a possible Inland navigation
route to the Bay of Bengal was
also not found acceptable, since
Nepal's Intention was to forge the
route through the river system in
Bangladesh (to Chittagong or
Chalna seaport, rather than
Calcutta, where Nepal has always
been facing enormous difficulties
for transshipment of her consid-
erable volume of
exports/imports.) However, one
is hopeful that over these nine
years or so, India may have taken
a more positive view of the
requests for a common approach
to resolve the Issues, The Ganges
Agreement of 1996 and the dis-
cusslons leading to its signing do
not seem though to suggest that it
is so. Interestingly, India and
Nepal are reportedly working on a

found acceptable, how come the
same project could be under-
taken on a bilateral basis with
Nepal, totally negating Bangla-
desh's historic claim? What Ban-
gladesh would be left with Is the
Farakka Barrage and a series of
other high dams in Nepal where-
upon the 71 per cent of the dry
season flows and about 41 per
cent of the annual flows Into the
Ganges would get reduced drasti-
cally over a period of time. And
the theoretical possibility of
almost zero flow in the dry sea-
son, as mentioned in an earlier
article (Ganges Treaty, 1996 and
National Water Policy: Are We
Being Served Right?' The Daily
Star, 23 July, 2000) could Indeed
become a reality much eariler
than one would care to speculate.

The sheer fact that JICA-
sponsored Master Plan for Kosi
Multipurpose Pr((:;{]ECt has been on
Indo-Nepal agenda for implemen-
tation, it would not be amiss to
assert that the total beneficlal

Bangladesh's proposal for harnessing the water resources through storage reservoirs in Nepal's terri-
tory to the mutual benefit of all the co-basin countries could be effectively pursued in a tripartite
framework of regional cooperation. The solution of water problems on a regional basis would
strengthen the bonds of friendship among the co-basin countries. A holistic approach to the develop-
ment of vast water resources available would undoubtedly bring prosperity to the millions of people
living in the region and would contribute significantly towards improving their quality of life.

later "disappeared from view” and
was never delivered despite
repeated promises.Ramaswamy
R Iver, Secretary of the Ministry
fromJuly 1985 to February 1987,
oversaw the manuscript. His
comment on the episode suggest
that Indla was not convinced of
the soundness of a multilateral or
regional approach” ( A G Noorani:
Emotions and Waters, The
Statesman, Delhi, 13 October
1995.

Involvement of Nepal was
torpedoed unilaterally by India in
the Ganges and other common
rivers development In a some-
what less than honorable man-
ner. That India did not want Nepal
to be associlated with develop-
ment of Himalayan water
resources is also borne out by
then Indian Foreign Secretary
Ramesh Bhandari's remarks,
‘Bangladesh wanted at that time
to bring Nepal into trilateral
negotiations, but we said that
was not necessary. We said, "We
are the link between Nepal .and
Bangladesh. Let communications
go through us". (Ben Crow and
Alan Lindquist Development of
the River Ganges and
Brahmaputra: The Difficulty of
Negotiating a New Line, The Open
University, DPP working Paper
No. 19, February, 1990, p 26).

desh was vetoed out by
India, when Nepal officially pro-
posed the former's inclusion in
the Sapta Kosi Multipurpose
Project. Following is a somewhat
lengthy but revealing extract from

national funding agencies and
the friendly countries would also
be opened resulting into the
quicker development of water
resources of this region. Hence,
whatever arrangements for plan-
ning, survey/investigation and
development of this project were
made, involvement of Bangladesh

would be beneficial to all the
participating countries.
Mr Pradhan added that the

Kosi river being located nearest to
the sea, Nepal had a high expecta-
tion to open inland navigation
linking seaport via Kosi River or
through a combination of canals
and rivers. The Secretary (WR),
Gol said that we have created a
join asset Kosi Barrage Project. It
has outlived its life and Kosi
Multipurpose Project can only
protect this asset. Secondly, Kosi
has large irrigation potential both
in India and Nepal, which will
boost the economy of the region.
He further stated that in a river
like that of Kosi having pro-

nounced . meandering tendency,

navigation is verv difficult and

_prohibitively costly. In any case

navigational aspect can always be
looked into separately and need
not be linked up with the high
dam project a report for which is
already given to Nepal in 1981.
The utility of the project for flood
control will be mainly confined
within Nepal and India and will
not extend to Bangladesh. It is
therefore not necessary to involve
Bangladesh on the consideration
of the Kosi Project. What is neces-

Master Plan to develop Kosi water
resources, with assistance from
Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). The master plan
covers the seven tributaries of
Kosi with projects for hydropower
generation, irrigation, flood con-
trol and navigational facilities
leading to overall socio economic
development in the Kosl basin.
Concerns were expressed in 1994
that the normal flow of 15,856
cusec and the augmented flow of
25,000 cusec in the dry season
from Kosi project would be fully
utilised upstream, affecting
adversely the historic flow (of
average 15,856 cusec) into the
Ganges in dry season, reducing
the availability at Farakka and
thereby reducing the share for
Bangladesh. This is apprehended
to become a regular, annual
feature for all time to come.

At Indo-Nepal meeting in April,
1991, as noted earlier, this pro-
ject was discussed and participa-
tion of Bangladesh whose vital
interest as the lowest ri
state was involved, was found not
necessary and it was held by
India that "the utility of the pro-
ject for flood control....will not
extend to Bangladesh"! Secondly,
if Bangladesh's original proposal
to construct Kosi High Dam (be-
ing the nearest subsystem to
Bangladesh contributing 23 per
cent of 69,000 cusec of average
dry season flow of the Ganges at
Farakka) to help augment the dry
season flow for equitable and fair
sharing at Farakka, was not

impact of the project, apart from
the augmentation during lean
season period in the Ganges flow
at Farakka, would be very signifi-
cant in terms of hydropower
generation, navigation, flood
control and so on for the region to
benefit from. But then, India's
power requirements over the next
20 years or so should be in the
region of over 25,000 mw and all
Indo-Nepal projects with consid-
erable power generation capaci-
ties are being lined up as was
done earlier by India in Bhutan.
Chuka I, I and III built with
Indian finance and technical
assistance will obviously
strengthen the power supply
stream to India. Smaller neigh-
bour's modest requirements do
not figure in this blueprint.

The classic strategy appears to
be to keep the discussions on the
Track I and Track Il and to do
everything meanwhile in one's
own national interest through
inequitable and unfair bilateral
deals under duress with the two
co-riparians. Nepal historically
has been experiencing fait accom-
pli in almost all border rivers
Kosl, Gandak, Sharda. Bangla-
desh has already suffered a
Farakka! How long before she
would go abegging for the waters
of the Teesta, the Brahmaputra,
one wonders!

On a slightly different track, it
would be quite revealing to recall
Ashok Mitra's column Cutting
Corners titled 'Now Comes the
Ugly Indian' (The Telegraph 24

April, 1994). "The story In Ban-
gladesh Is not much different (he
was earller describing the
unauthorised Indian police rald
In Kathmandu in hot pursuit of
some alleged criminals). Follow-
ing the liberation of that land by
our troops from the stranglehold
of the Pakistanis, a dangerous
kind of euphoria germinated in
New Delhl in the earlier seventies.
Many Indian political personali-
ties took It as axiomatic that
Bangladesh was our pocket bor-
ough and the people there, oozing
In everlasting gratitude, were
going to do our bidding.”. In 23
years the historic role of our
Mukt Bahinl In our glorious War
of Liberation seems to have been
forgotten and the claim to have
achleved the liberation “by our
troops” i1s gaining ground. Fur-
ther oh in the article he adds,
"'Had we treated their country
with some benign neglect in the
post-liberation years, Bangla-
desh would perhaps have devel-
oped a wider threshold of toler-
ance for India and Indians. Our
policy planners however pro-
ceeded on the basis of such a
heady mixture of nalvete and
hauteur that to large sections of
Bangladeshis even the Pakistanis
are now to be preferred to Indi-
ans.” It Is indeed an amazing
mind that could suggest "benign
neglect” (reminds the strategy
used for other two smaller neigh
bours) as a remedy (o the "heady
mixture” wrongly applied by their
policy planners,

It is not the intention of this
article to attempt an overall anal
ysis of Indian approach to her
smaller neighbours, especially
Bangladesh. The Dalily Star arti-
cle "How Is India as Neighbour?
(Mahfuz Anam, August 6, 2000)
does etch out an outline worth
taking serious note of. One can
not but find resounding reflec-
tions almost everywhere of a
warped and debilitating psyche
vitiating the excellent prospects
of developing an otherwise peace
ful and dignified framework to
enable the peoples in this region
o earn a better quality of life and
living, that all of them so richly
deserve and that which has been
denied to them for so long! We all
earnestly hope that that is not the
case and that such shall not be
the conclusions that would domi
nate all our thoughts a quarter
century hence from now! A just
dispensation with a dash of good
neighbourly generosity, we pray,
will make this region a land of
milk and honey indeed!

If a quarter of a century of
discussions, deliberations and
plous hopes both in Track I, and
perhaps more vigorously in Track
[I, could not bring about
focussed, actionable sets of col-
laborative recommendations, the
future does not hold much of a
promise of a breakthrough unless
one: clear and agreed techno
economically sound recommen-
dations are prepared on the basis
of the huge materials produced in
the three countries (and else-
where) and two: a sort of
prefeasibility concept paper for
cooperation is prepared to assist
the decision-making authorities
to pursue the most sensible and
technologically, economically,
environmentally acceptable line
of action, towards realising the

Containing Dengue: Going beyond the Government

by Monirul I. Khan

sheds/ditches, the potential
breeding grounds of the menac-
ing mosquito. The Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) is falling short
of the mark to deal with the prob-
lem in an all-out manner. This is
not surprising at least for two
counts: DCC does not have the
experience how to fight out an
epidemic and does not have the
resources. If society and govern-
ment are the two actors in taking
initiatives for development and
eliminate social discomforts then
the role of society remains pas-
sive on many occasions. Some
social historian might be tempted
Lo see the genesis of this passivity
in our country in the all-
encompassing existence of the
state since the time immemorial.
During the colonial interlude,
government was the primary
agent to Initiate development
programmes. In the process
society remained alienated from
the inftiatives pushed through to
bring about changes. Such insi-
pidity on the part of society leads
lo the overpowering of the state
disproportionate with its capac-
ity. -
Limited spread of literacy of the
population and weak democratic
rocess could not successfully
reak the unwarranted suzer-
ainty of the state. Instances that
the powerful state and the gov-
ernment of this country could not
rise to the occasion when a devas-
tating crisis befell the soclety
surfaced time and again. How-
ever, subsequent history shows
that albeit slowly, society came
forward to mmpﬁ*ment e limi-
tation of the state in dealing with
the problems affecting different
sectors, Nonetheless, the collabo-
ration of the government and
soclety could not always bear the

desired results as half-hearted
participation on both sides fal-
tered the process of development.

GO-NGO Collaboration
1972 onwards Bangladesh
wiltnessed the unfolding of a
significant process comprising
the uninterrupted emergence of
developmental organisations
outside the fold of government.
They came to be known as non-
overnmental organisations
NGO). Numerous events created
the instantaneous background
calling for the emergence of such
organisations. A new approach of
work was invoked by the NGOs as
they devoted to raising awareness
of the population deprived
severely. The idea was, once the
awareness enhanced the
deprived people would stand up
to claim their rights to legitimate
wage, khas land, village arbitra-
tion authority, social status or
political power. Instead of conflict
the spirit of collaboration marked
the relationship between the
government and the NGO. Uphill
tasks such as poverty alleviation,
women's empowerment or the
spread of literacy could be made
possible because of cooperation
between government organisa-
tion (GO) and NGO. At this
moment one can draw valuable
insights into how that collabora-
tion worked out and use it to fight
the menace of deadly Dengue.

Role of Community

Gradually it has been realised
that without the participation of
the community the implementa-
tion of development programmes
would not be possible neither
would it be sustainable. Several
areas and slages concerning

dwclugment rogrammes have
been Identified where the Involv
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ement of the community is
necessary. It should start from
the stage of the identification of
the problems, discerning solu-
tons to designing programmes as
well as sharing the responsibility
of implementation involving both
financial and managerial tasks.
Local body and traditional lead-
€rs may represent the community
but should under no circum-
stances remain under the control
of the ruling cliques. Community
involvement help, it is surmised,
stop the shooting up of new prob-
lems. Crucial role of the commu-
nity also manifests in the way a
programme becomes sustain-
able. It is particularly with regard
to the operation and maintenance
of the development programmes.
Several important rural develop-
ment projects in the past for
which millions of taka was spent
suffered irreparable damages
owing to the lack of proper opera-
tion and maintenance. Starting
from rural roads and bridges it
happened to irrigation canals,
flood embankments, buildings
and other vital rural infrastruc-
ture. Relevant analysis showed
that beneficiaries of the develop-
ment projects did not feel
attached with the project giving
rise to neglect and apathy among
the people of the catchment
areas. Moreover, project benefit
was not always homogenous thus
splitting the community into the
groups of direct beneficlaries and
those getting nothing, .
Outlining Social Mobilisation

Three things recelved Impor-
tance In the analysis of the back-
ground to the possible effort by
the community and civil society
resisting the spread of Dengue,

By Hanna-Barbera

A RUBBER JERRY
IN THE MICROWAVE.

These are namely, limitation of
the resource and capacity of
government to deal with a prob-
lem gripping the entire society,
emergence of the NGOs to initi-
ate/complement programmes to
address social problems particu-
larly those aflecting the poor,
need for community involvement
to make intervention programme
successful and sustainable. If the
pertinence of these points is valid
then one may propose an outline
how to infuse the notion of social
and political epidemiology in
successfully resisting the present
nd future spread of Dengue.
Awareness: Awareness of the
people Is an important element in
resisting contagious diseases.
Awareness is necessary for
behavioral discipline. Both for
hygiene practices and to resist
contagious diseases Iindividual
awareness will be necessary. For
example, infusing awareness has
been Iidentifled as the most
Important measure for the pre-
vention of sexually transmitted
diseases. In the case of Dengue
also the same applies. The most
important task is to eliminate the
places where mosquito lays egg. It
could be stagnant water any-
where, such as abandoned tyre or
cannister or the plant tub. Little
care may prevent the possibility
of stagnant water or the littering
with abandoned tires cannisters
or used polythene bags. Elec-
tronic and print media are
engaged in campalgning the
causes and sources of Dengue.
The question Is, has it reached all
the segments of the population?
Is it leading to creation of over-
awareness of those who are
already aware. Those who do not
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have access to electronic and
print media adequately will not
receive the m e of the cam-
paign. In that case special efforts
need to be taken to reach the
segment that is access-deprived.
Through social mobilisation this
task may be done. NGOs may
inform through their beneficiary
groups. Thousands of such social
groups now exist all over the
country. NGOs who are imple-
menting health programmes may
use their forum to raise aware-
ness how to prevent the spread of
Dengue. The coordination body of
the NGOs certainly has a role to
play in this respect.

Resources: Presently the City
Corporation is conducting its
activities to stop the reproduction
of the mosquito responsible to
spread the virus of Dengue. Two
important activities in this regard
are spraying insecticide and the
removal of wastes. Insecticide is
an expensive item as well as not
always avallable as per need. The
limitation of City Corporation has
clearly manifested both in pro-
curing adequate insecticide and
its spraying. In many localities
several ditches with stagnant
water remained unattended,
perhaps. Each municipal ward
consists considerable population
and the physical size of each ward
Is quite large. Community has a
great role to play to deal with the
limitation of the resources of the
City Corporation. It is not provid-
Ing direct resources but rather
undertaking preventive actions to
fill out unwanted ditches wher-
ever possible. In the case of
ditches, open drains the regular
cleaning activities may be taken
up. By contributing voluntary
labour this may be possible.
Community fund may be raised

where it is possible. Relative
economic condition of an individ-
ual may be taken into account
while planning will be chalked
oul (0o fap community initiatives
The affluent people may contrib
ute financial resources while the
less endowed may contribute
labour and time.

Identification of the problem
spots: Without the participation
of the community, identification
of the problem spots will be
extremely difficult. In the locali
ties with high density of popula-
tion and congested dwelling units
it will not be possible to locate the
breeding spots of the mosquito
unless the residents come for
ward to do it. The staff of the City
Corporation engaged in spraying
insecticide are paid low thus are
less motivated. In terms of num-
ber also they are few, now if they
are given the task of finding out
open drains and ditches inside a
:Jum the expected result will not
be very optimistic. Successful
identification ol the breeding
spots is possible only when resi-
dents themselves will accomplish
the task. The cleaning up of small
bushes and shrubs will be more
difficult if it's the exclusive
responsibility of the poorly
manpowered City Corporation
Every third or fourth day there Is
the need to clean up the bushes
and shrubs. For the last few days
waste removal by the City Corpo-
ration trucks are taking place
regularly since the panic of Den-
gue is still high. Once there Is a
slide In the present panic quick
removal may be ebbed. Dengue
has spread into rural areas as has
been reported in the newspapers,
Administration at the thana level
and the local bodles at the union
level do not have resource or
experience to face the problem. In
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shared dream of bringing about a
regime of peace and prosperity in
this region so long overdue.

For this, a more generous
leadership role from India i1s an
absolute necessity. Being by far
the largest, more resourceful
country as well as being the mid-
dle riparian (:nunu?'. realising
more intensely the life and death
problems the two small co-
riparian countries are faced with
vear in and year out, an enlight-
ened central role by India in this
sphere, In particular, will be the
key to success. It is to be
emphasised that suggested tri-
partite participation can indeed
fully resolve the relevant issues
the long term augmentation of the
Ganges waters and the multiple
uses of the Eastern Himalyan
rivers on a cooperative basis for
common benefit.

The multifarious problems of
management of water resources
such as flood control and optimal
and multiple utilisation of
resources of an international
river like the Ganges having sev-
eral co-basin countries cannot be
resolved In isolation by any indi-
vidual one or two countries. Water
resources development
programmes on International

rivers should be undertaken with

due regard to the need and
impacts on other co-basin coun-
tries. Bangladesh has her vital
interests linked with the flows of
the Nepalese tributaries of the
Ganges over which a number of
major dam projects have been
envisaged under Indo-Nepal joint
collaboration. Water resources of
the Nepalese tributaries of the
Ganges are to be harmessed and
developed and this needs to be
jointly done with the full consent
and active participation of all the
co-basin countries of the Ganges
l.e., Nepal, Indla and Bangladesh.
A problem, which is essentially
multilateral, can never be effec-
tively resolved bilaterally.
Bangladesh's proposal for
harnessing the water resources
through storage reservoirs iIn
Nepal's territory to the mutual
benefit of all the co-basin coun-
tries could be effectively pursued
in a tripartite framework of
regional cooperation. The solu-
tion of water problems on a
regional basis would strengthen
the bonds ol friendship among
the co-basin countries. A holistic
approach to the development of
vast water resources available
would undoubtedly bring pros-
perity to the millions of people
living in the region and would
contribute significantly towards
improving their quality of life.

This would have the added gain of

resolving the issue of augmenta-
tion, along with the multiple
benelits accruing to all the three
co-Tiparian countries. The gov-

ernments of the three countries.-

theréfore, 'need to demonstrate a
vision for the future and agree on
a broad framework for regional
cooperation for harnessing and
development of the water
resources ol the Ganges.

The author is a retired Secretary
to Bangladesh Government and
former Ambassador o Morocoo,
Nepal and Zimbabwe.

that context the role of the com-
munity will be more necessary
and important

Civil Society and Politi-
cal Parties

The role of civil society and
political parties will be crucial to
light the spread of Dengue. If
these two organs embark on a
Quiet revolution it could be an
excellent opportunity to harness
the social forces for the benefit of
society.... instead of annihilating
each other. Civil society can play
the role of watchdog by forming a
civic committee to regularly
review the situation. Such com-
mittee may also play the role of

coordination among different
agencies. The media, govern-
ment, NGO and other autono-

mous bodies may be brought on
the same platform .to interact
among themselves, identify strat-
egies and chalk out concrete
programmes. Fruittul results
from the above may be expected
since lor the last few years Ban-
gladesh has been able to produce
a band of civil society activists
with extraordinary zeal of work.

| would like to conclude allud-
ing to the involvement of the
political parties through their
grassroots committees In con-
ducting activities related to the
elimination of Dengue. All the
major parties can individually
assign their workers to this task
and can lorm a national watch
cell to coordinate the actlvities.
With all these words sald above
and mooting the ideas in course
of the process it is expected that
those who are socially committed
will come forward to take part ina
quiet revolution In a land of loud
and perpetual agitation.

The writer (s Associate Profes-
sor. Department of Sociology,
University of Dhaka
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