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The World

Junta allows Suu Kyi
to have visitors
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YANGON, Sept
- The
Myanmar junita
has lifted some
restrictions on
opposition leader
Aung San Suu
Kyi allowing her
visitors for the
first time since a
standoff with the
authorities,
diplomats said

DHAKA, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2000 The Baily Star 5

today, reporls
AFP.
“We just com-

pleted a visit o

see Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin Oo.
We were allowed (o see them,
although it remains unclear
whether they will be allowed to go
around Yangon freely,” sald a
spokesperson at the Briush
embassy in Yangon.

Officials from the US embassy
in Yangon also had visited Aung
San Suu Kyi at her residence,
where all of the senior leadership
from her National League for
Democracy (NLD) has gathered
for a key meeting. the spokesper-
son said.

Aung San Suu Kyl and NLD
chief Tin Oo looked noticeably
thinner than they had been before
they were put under house arrest,
and they clearly appeared grate-
ful to be able to see visitors.

The junta said earlier Thurs-
day that several detained opposi-
tion leaders were no longer
required to stay in their homes,

house arrest
since Septem-

ber 2.
"Since noon
today those

senlor National
League for
Democracy
members are
no longer
required to stay
at thelr respec-
tive residences,
resuming their
dally activities
as usual,” the
government
said in a statement.

But the NLD leaders stressed
that the most recent develop-
ments were not particularly
encouraging, she said.

The NLD leaders said "it's not
like they're back to square one
now that people can visit them.
They're al square minus one,
since their headquarters remain
closed and it doesn't appear yet
that they can go around Yangon
freely.” she said.

Despite reports that the junta
had allowed the NLD headquar-
ters to re-open, the British
spokeswoman said the offices
closed and shuttered, with no
visible presence inside the build-
ing.

The junta said in its statement
that intelligence chief Khin Nyunt
had met with NLD chairman U
Aung Shwe on Thursday morning
to say several detained leaders
were now [ree.

where they have been under
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Corruption trial resumes

JAKARTA, Sept 14: A judge
has ordered former Indonesian
president Suharto to be brought
to court after he falled to attend
the second session of his corrup-
tion trial today citing 1ll-health,
reports AFP.

"The court orders the prosecu-
tors to produce the defendant at
the next session,” Judge Lalu
Mariyun said, adding the court
would resume in two weeks on
September 28.

The hearing opened just hours
after an explosion, believed to be
a car bomb, rocked the Jakarta
stock exchange, killing at least 10
people and Injuring scores more.

Speculation has been rife in
Jakarta -- Including on the front
pages of many newspapers
Thursday -- that the blast was
linked to the trial of the former
dictator, and almed at putting
further pressure on the country's
beleaguered government.

Suharto, who ruled Indonesia

Judge orders Suharto
to appear at court

with an fron fist for 32 years, Is
charged with stealing 57 1 million
dollars from the state by funnel-
ling money from tax- free charity
foundations Into the businesses
of family and friends.

But his chair was empty when
Mariyun banged his gavel to open
the second hearing of the trial at
10:00 am (0900 BST).

Chief proSecutor Muchtar
Arifin admitted the prosecution
had been "unable to produce the
defendant without any legal
reasons.”

Under the law the prosecution
is responsible for producing the
defendant in court,

Defence lawyer Juan Fellx
Tampubolon produced a letler
from Suharto's team of doctors
stating that after an examination
on Thursday the former dictator's
state of health was found not to
have improved,

“The conditions remain the
same as the results of the exami-

nation on August 31, 2000," said
the letter, signed by the team
head, Teguh Ranakusuma.

A letter read out at the first
session of the trial sald that on
August 31 Subarto was found to
be "currently In a sick condition.”

Ranakusuma and (two col-
leagues gave a presentation,
including projecting Images ol
Suharto’'s brain onlo a large
screen set up In the courtroom,
on the former strongman's his
tory and current health,

Suharto, who s now 79, sul-
fered three mild strokes last year.

Ranakusuma said attending
the trial could eventually lead to
another stroke for Suharto which
would likely be lethal.

"“With his presence here, an
unconducive situation will
develop that will cause stress and
this ... In a cumulative manner,
will precipitate a stroke,’
Ranakusuma sald.

One of Suharto's private doctors (L) addresses court as CA'l-scan slices or cross sections of the brain
of former Indonesian president Suharto are pru_yectvd on a giant screen (R) in the court yesterday as
the former strongman faces corruption charges in Jakarta. Suharto, 79, failed to show up for the

trial session, pleadingill-health.

Nuclear scientist
[ee released

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico,
Sept 14: Jailed for nine months in
a probe of alleged Chinese espio-
nage, nuclear scientist Wen Ho
Lee walked free Wednesday alfter
a judge apologised to him and
blasted the US government for
pursuing the case, reports AFP.

US District Judge James
Parker slammed federal prosecu-
tors for their conduct in their
crumbling case, and apologised
to Lee for the 278 days he spent in
solitary confinement amid allega-
tions he spied for China.

Parker -- who denied the for-
mer Los Alamos National Labora-
tory scientist bail at a December
hearing -- said he was "led astray”
by prosecutors at the time.

“You were terribly wronged,”
Parker told Lee, a slight, 60-year-
old Taiwan-born engineer. "1 am
sad for you and your family for
the way you were held In cus-
tody."

"l am truly sorry that [ was led
by the executive branch to order
you held without bail,” he added.

Under Wednesday's plea bar-
gain Lee pleaded guilty to one
count of mishandling classified
information, and was sentenced
to time already served.

Prosecutors dropped all 58
other charges in return for a
promise that Lee would be
debriefed by investigators trying
to find out what happened to
seven missing tapes conlaining
classified information.

Russia, N Korea,

S Korea to be
linked by railway

MOSCOW, Sept 14: Construc-
tion of a rallway line to link Rus-
sia, North Korea and South Korea
will begin on Sunday, ITAR-TASS
reported today citing Russian
Rallways Minister Nikolal
Aksyonenko, reports AFP.

Speaking In Saint Petersburg
after the second Eurasian Trans-
port conference, Aksyonenko
announced that North and South
Korea would restore their 20-
kilometre rail track which would
then be connected to Russia's
Trans-Siberian rallroad.

He added that the project
should be completed within a
year.

On Friday, North and South
Korea will walk side by side
behind a join flag at the opening
ceremony of the Sydney Olym-
pics.

A historic summit in Pyong-
yvang in June led to an agreement
e Cold War enemies to move
lowards peace. The countries
have still to formally declare an
end to the 1950-53 Korean War.

Jakarta stock exchange

blast death toll 15

JAKARTA, Sept 14: The death
toll in a car bombing and fire at
the Jakarta Stock Exchange rose
to 15 today and speculation
mounted that supporters of ex-
dictator Suhartu might be
responsible, reports AP.

Frustrated that escalating
violence is destabilising his year-
old reformist administration,
President Abdurrahman Wahid
demanded quick arrests, even if it
meant hauling in high-prolile
individuals and military person-
nel.

Police said a military-type
explosive, identical to that used
in another car bombing at the
Philippine ambassador house in
Jakarta In Aug 1, had caused
Wednesday's blast.

"I want the police chief and the
attorney general not to hesitate to
act against suspects regardless of
their position or status," Cabinet
Secretary Marsilam Simanjuntak
quoted Wahid as saying during a
Cabinet meeting. "There are no

sacred cows In this country.”

Attorney General Marzuki
Darusman said Wahid ordered
Indonesia’s military commander
to join the police Investigation,
Darusman complained that
investigators were being frus-
trated by some in the
forces.

Wednesday's blast rocked the
capital's downtown [inancial
district the day before a court
resumed a hearing on corruption
charges against Suharto, a
retired five-star general who
ruled Indonesia with military
support for 32 years until violent
demonstrations forced him out in
1998.

Bombings have coincided with
every major stage of the investiga-
tion of Suharto, who like many
Indonesians uses only one name,
but no arrests have been made.

A bomb exploded in a bus just
before his case went belore the
court two weeks ago.

armed |

US warns Iraq of
military action

NEW YORK, Sept 14: The
United States will back vigorous
diplomacy with a threat of force to
preserve stability through the
Middle East and the Gulf, US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said, reports AP.

While Albright did not identify
the potential targets in a speech
to a Jewish group, a senior US
official said the United States
would take military action if Iraq
rebuilt its arsenals of dangerous
wWeapons.

Albright harshly criticised Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein on
Tuesday in her last official speech
Tuesday to the United Nations.
She urged the countries of the
world to "stand up to the cam-
paign launched by Baghdad
against the UN's authority and
international law."

In a news conference after-
ward, Albright denounced
Saddam as a villain. She said she
was not threatening force if Iraq

BRIEFLY

did not permit a new UN inspec-
tion commission under Hans
Blix,. a Swedish arms control
expert, to look for hidden weap-
ons of mass destruction.

But she also said "we have our
red lines" and that the United

States did not want to see Iraq

rebufld its weapons arsenals,

- ; e j" 1 . - 'i:. | o
take action against the Kurds or | Zhangzhou,

"threaten the neighbourhood.”

Her statement Wednesday to
the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organi-
sations indicated force was a US
option in such circumstances.

On the other hand, the senior
US official who briefed State
Department reporters here said
the penalty Iraq would pay if it
defled UN inspectors was contin-
ued economic sanctions.

Two years ago, the United
States and Britain conducted air
strikes to punish Iraq for refusing
to cooperate with weapons
inspectors.

India to buy10 mirage fighters: i

Is all set to buy 10 mirage 2000H fighter aircraft from Dassault avia-
tion of France under an agreement to be signed later this month, the
Jane's defence weekly reported on Wednesday, PT1 reports [rom Lon-

don.

The Indian government has allocated Rs 5 billion (328 million dol-
lars) for the aircraft deal, the report sald, adding deliveries would be
completed by 2004. Quoting Dassault officials in Paris, the weekly
said, the contract would be signed later this month and provide for an

initial 45 per cent down payment.

Omanis vote to elect parliament:

Turnout was strong in the early hours of parliamentary elections today
with citizens choosing from 541 candidates including 21 women to
elect 83 members for three-year terms, AP reports from Muscat.

More than 114,000 Omanis will elect a new Majlis al-Shura, an
[slamlc-style council that has no formal powers but Is consulted by

Oman's ruler, Sultan Qaboos, on new laws and public policy.

This file picture originally
taken on July 31, 2000 from
Chinese television
footage shows Cheng K{'m-
testifying during his tnal ¢

the Beijing No. 1 Intermedi: m
People's court. China executed
former parliament vice chair-
man Cheng Kejie yesterday,
making him the most senior

Communist Party official ever

to be put to death for corrup-
tion, state media reported

AFP [J}]Hlia

|2 accused 1n
China's largest
corruption

scandal identified

BEIJING, Sept 14: At least 12
defendants in China's largest ever
corruption trial were identified by
Hong Kong media today, the
second day of the proceedings,
reports AFP.

The people appearing in courts
in the cities of Fuzhou, Xiamen.
Quanzhou and
Putian in what appears to be just
the first in a series of trials are all
ranking bureaucrats, police
officers and businesspeople.

But even though the accused

| are all heavyweights in south
eastern Fujian province, where
the multi-billion dollar corrup-

. city of

' largest

tion scam was unearthed, the
scandal is believed to reach much
higher in the Chinese leadership
hierarchy.

According to Hong Kongs
Phoenix TV, which is usually well
informed about Chinese internal
affairs, the court in the coastal
Fuzhou on Wednesday
started proceedings against
Zhang Rushun, the city's former
police chief.

The same court also put on
trial Chen Guorong, ex-president

= =

(CCTV) |

of the Bank of China in Fujian |

province, and Cal Shuangmin,
another official at the bank,
which is one ol the country's lour
and its main foreign
exchange bank.

The court
opened cases

of Xiamen city

against Cai

Haipeng, former general manager |

of the YanHua (Farewell)} Group
which allegedly was at the core ol
the entire smuggling scandal.

Also facing the court, accord
ing to the TV station, were Zhao
Keming, former vice mayor ol
Xiamen, and Yang Qlanxian, ex-
Xiamen customs head. Lan Fu
another Xiamen deputy mayor

previously rumoured to have lled |

lo
court
sald.

Australia, also appeared In
on Wednesday, Phoenix

HANOI, Sept 14: Rescue work-
ers distributed noodles, drinking
water and mosquito nets today to
people stranded by unprece-
dented floods that have left about
600,000 people homeless In
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos,
reports AP,

Officials sald at least 88 people
have died in Cambodia and eight
in Vietnam in the floods and
troplcal storms since July.

In Cambodla, Prime Minister
Hun Sen Thursday warned mer-
apainst profitecring rom
Lhie Hoodd s by increasing prics

Wwhen newspapers wrile slo
ries to scare the people, Il helps

merchants sell goods at higher
prices,” he sald while touring the
Lvea Em district, about 40 kilo-
meters from the capital.

He sald the level of Mekong
river in the capital, Phnom Penh,
Is higher than anytime in the past
70 years.

‘I have participated to stop the
killing fields, the genocide of Pol
Pot ... but it Is Impossible for me
to stop the natural disaster,” Hun
Sen told reporters.

The water level at the meeting
polnt ol Mekong and two other
1V E] i i'hinom Pen touched
11,12 meures (J0.0Y9 leel) on
Wednesday and 1s expected (o

-on Friday.

reach 11.20 metres (36.96 feel)
Olficlals say Phnom
Penh could get flooded If the level

reaches 11.50 metres (37.95
feet).
Peou Samy, the secretary-

general of the Natlonal Commit-
tee for Disaster Relief, sald river
dikes around Phnom Penh have
been strengthened and the capl-
tal is not In danger.

In Vietnam, where the Mekong
flows Into a delta alter passing
!‘h]‘nllll_h Cambodia ® more than
| 10 (i biooirid | LY |
Hooded, U—.n.;._'_ Jh\:.f‘lf'l Lul, antolliclal
in the Dong Thap provinee, sald.

Floods batter southeast Asia,
leave 600,000 homeless

He sald more than 30 rescue
teams are distributing food,
noodles, drinking walter, clothes
and mosquito nets to more than
4,000 familles.

State television showed thou-

sands of houses flooded in Dong |

Thap and Long An provinces
bordering Cambodia alfter the
mighty Mekong overflowed Its
banks, turning vast areas of

|

e ——

surrounding rice flelds Into huge |

lakes,

Hesmiers, i|n.|'||-|i|1-"_ soldiers

4
o pick up stranded villagers fromn

houses butlt on stilts,

-- AFP photo
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BANGLADESH AIRL INES

ZIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. KURMITOLA, DHAKA PHONES. 89
894730-4, CABLE Alﬂﬂ NGLA. TLX: £42643 DABG BJ

Re-Tender for Hiring Microbus & Bus|
Tender No: 03/2000-2001

l'ender for hiring

Microbus & Bus for pick-up and drop ¢ !.

Biman officers and statf are hereby invited In sealed
envelope. Details are given in the schedule which will be
available on all working days upto 01 October 2000 in Cash|
and Banking Section of Biman Bangladesh Airlines, Biman i
Head Office, Balaka, Kurmitola, Dhaka and Ofhce ol the|
Manager Accounts, Biman Sales Office, Motijheel, Dhaka n'
pay ment of Tk. 200/- (two hundred) only (non-refundable [
for each route by submitting an application on own lette F
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