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Laws need to be reviewed to reduce

discrimination against AIDS patients

Jarticipants at workshop on human rights for HIV/AIDS patients say

Participants at o day-long
workshop have called for

viewing ol the existing law .ind
policy to help reduce vulner-
ability. stigmatisation and dis-

crimination of people living with
HIV/AIDS

They said, despite having a
comprehensive national policy
on HIV 'AIDS, a legal framework
thot integrates human  rights
14y and ethies into the overall

By Staft Correspondent

response to HIV is sl lacking

e participants from  pov-
cronment bodfes, NGUOs, media
and civil societies were speals
ing at a workshop on HIV/AIDS

Law, Ethics and  Huwuwnan
Rights lor Legal Prolessionals
held vesterday at Bangladesh
Institute of Administration anc
Management

Dilruba Karim of Christian
Commission for Development in

Bangladesh (CCDB) sald. “In
spite ol ellorts In‘illi{ macdle by
LOovernent Al 1Hol-

government organisations to
respond to HIV/AIDS, violation
of human rights and discrini-
nation against people aflected
by HIV has become a commmnon
phienomenon,”

She also said that i Bang-
ladesh discerimination and vie-
timisation of HIV infected per-
sons are causing the discase to
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

A renowned IT Company located at Dhaka invites
apphcanon from deserving candidates (Preferably
Female) for appointment in the position of
Private Secretary to Managing Director.

Must be qualified in Secretarial Course havin
knowledge in Computer (MS Word/MS Excel
Should be well conversant with

Internet and Email, must have good tyme

and excellent command over written and spoken English.
Interested candidates having requisite qualification
may apply with resume and 1 (one) recent
passport size photograph to Box No. A-2528,
C/o0.The Daily Star,
Dhaka-1215 by 28th September 2000.

Only the short listed will be called for test/ interview. |
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multi-media

spread by driving the epldemic
underground.

“Therefore,” she said, “spe-
clal policies and legal interven-
tions have to be implemented to
prevent  discrimination and
protect the ribhta of people af-
tected by HIV/AIDS, including
vulnerable communities
~nch as commercial sex work-
crs, drug ousers, migrant work-
s and disempowered pu;mla
notls like women and children.

Other participants said till
date  Bangladesh has not
adopted any specific legislation
or code of ethies in the field of
HIV/AIDS. There are, however,
specilic  provisions under the
Penal Code of Bangladesh,
which can be potentially used
to penalise behaviours. or acts
that lead to spread of the dis-
easce

he  participants said that
while the government has
adopted a vigorous HIV preven-
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| IT Professionals

Partners in Population and Development (Partners), an inter-governmental
alliance of 16 countries with a mission to expand and improve South-South
collaboration in the fields of family planning and reproductive health, through
the governments, NGOs and private sector organizations. Partners Secretariat
in Dhaka provides a central point for networking among Partner countries and
| acts as a clearing-house for the expansion and improvement of south-South
exchange among member countries and other countries as well.

| Partners is seeking'a number of bright, pro-active, self-driven, motivated and
result-oriented I'T professionals for the following positions for strengthening its

The incumbent should be a graduate in computer science with at least 5 years
hands-on experience in designing, developing and maintenance of Web Sites
and hosting them independently. The candidate must know web aevelopment
tools i.e. HTML Editors, Graphical Tools and Web automation using CGI and
should have extensive knowledge on Internet
curriculum.
hardware/software trouble shooting and networking experience shall be
considered as the added qualification. The candidates having experience of
working with international/multinational companies and managing outside
vendors and consultants will have preference over others.

Candidates having

If you feel that you are the candidate whom we are looking for, please apply
with your full resume along with 2 copies passport-size photograph to :

A. Qasem & Associates Ltd.

An Associated Firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers
57, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.

The applications must reach on or before 24th September 2000

Outsourcing of I'T Functions
| Invitations for Bids

Partners in Population and Development (Partners), an inter-governmental
alllance of 16 countries with a mission to expand and improve South-South
collaboration in the fields of family planning and reproductive health, through
the governments, NGOs and private sector organizations. Partners Secretariat
I in Dhaka provides a central point for networking among Partner countries and
acts as a clearing-house for the expansion and improvement of south-South
exchange among member countries and other countries as well.

Partners desires to outsource its full range of IT functions to a bonafide IT firm,
with minimum 5 years experience in this line, in order to ensure trouble-free
performance of its IT systems including hardware, software and networks.

| Partners invites sealed quotation from the Bangladeshi IT firms for supervision
and maintenance of its IT functions. Interested firms must have expertise on
IT systems and solutions and practical experience of supervision, maintenance

and handling of hardware and software;

trouble-shooting; and network
(LAN / WAN) installation & administration. |

Eligible firms having required manpower with expertise on operating system
like Windows NT and UNIX; and programming knowledge of Visual Basic,
Visual C++, Oracle/SQL Server, HTML an JAVA Scripts; and maintenance of
Web Site will carry additional mark.

Interested firms may obtain Terms of Reference for further details through

E-mail requests to nhag@dhaka.agni.com or from the office of the Director,
A. Qasem & Associates Ltd., 57, Dilkusha C/A (2nd Floor), Dhaka-1000 with a

formal request from the interested firms.

Submission of Bid : Interested eligible firms should submit consolidated
technical and financial offer on or before 24th September, 2000 in closed and
sealed envelope to the following address.

Director

A. Qasem & Associates I.td.

An Associated Firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers

57, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.

yvesterday

tion programme, It has not
complemented the programme
by enacting  legislation o1
adopting sultable policy  that
protects rights,

Another participant sald that
medical ethies with regard to
testing, counseling, confidenti-
ality and duly to treat may be
‘violated. Because of the stigma
assoclated with AIDS |u_-up|£: al
risk from contracting the virus
are often reluctant to seek ad-
vice or to learnt how to protect
themselves and others from the
disease.

Another participant pointed
ount that laws which put sanc-
tions on certain behavionrs that
could increase the risk of TNV
infection need to be consldered
with caution.

An example they pointed
was In the sector of prostitu-
tlon. The Islamiec personal law
which is followed In Bangla-
desh, considers all sexual acts
outside marriage as Zina' and
therefore by implication, makes
prostitution ille gdl But Islamic
criminal law has not been
adopted in Bangladesh and as
such prostitution 1s not illegal
in Bangladesh.

A participant said "It is not
just law or ethics that can pire-
vent spread of HIV/AIDS, it is
broadly a social issue. Many
people tend to narrow the
HIV/AIDS issue merely as a
health issue but it should be
viewed as a development issue,”

Earlier, Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Abdul Matin Khasru,
Chairman of Technical Com-
mittee of National AIDS Com-
mittee, Major General A S M
Matiur Rahman. Dr Baqui, Line
Director of Essential Service
Package addressed the inaugu-
ral session.

Justice K M Sobhan, na-
tional  consultant, national
AIDS/STD programme and Dr
Najmus S Sadigq. wnmr Pro-
gramme officer of UNDP also
spoke on the occasion

The workshop was jointly
organised by Institutional De-
velopment of Human Rights in
Bangladesh, Ministry of Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Al-
lairs. CCDB, Rotary Club of
Dhaka New City and Al-Falal
Bangladesh. It was supported
by UINAIDS, UNDP and National

STD/AIDS programine, |!

Moroccan envoy
presents
credentials

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed has expressed
hope that relations in trade and
economic sectors of Bangladesh
and Morocco will be strength-
ened and consolidated in the
years to come, reports UNB,

The President said this when
the newly-appointed Ambassa-
dor of the Kingdom of Morocco
to Bangladesh Mohamed Segh
Rouchni presented his creden-

tials to him at Bangabhaban
yesterday
Welcoming the envoy. the

President said that Bangladesh
and Morocco are bound by
shared experience and mutual
understanding based on com-

mon religious and cultural
foundations.
The Ambassador said that

Morocco and Bangladesh have
cordial and friendly relations
based on commoint religion

Pakistan’s refusal
to provide
report on war

crimes protested
A ruling party lawmaker
strongly protested
Pakistani militarv ruler’s refusal
to supply the Hamoodur Rah-
man Comnunission  report  that
identned arnmy officers respon-
sible lor genocide in Bangla-
desh, Ili)t:”ml'\[‘]

Prof Panna Kaiser in a brief
statement in parliament said
war criminals, Pakistani army
officers and their  henchmen
Razakars in Bangladesh musi
be brought to trial. Time for
trial of war criminals never
ends, she added.

Her call notice seeking to
raise discussion on the issue
was rejected by the Speaker,
but she was allowed to speak
for a couple of minutes,

Prof Panna. whose fjournalist
husband, Shahidullah Kaiser,
was killed at the fag end of the
9-month war of independence
in 1971, made an appeal to the
UN Security Council and the
human rights organisations to
ensure trial of - all the war
criminals,

she strongly protested and
condemmned Pakistani ilitary
ruler Gen Parvez Mosharrafs
refusal to provide the report ol
genocide to Bangladesh.

Rotary

SEED award to
be announced
today

Rotary Club of Metropolitan
I}llilm will announce its Sel-
ence, Lducation and Economic
l]m't*lnpmt*lll (SEED) Award for
this year today, reports UNB,

The award Is pgiven every
year to a living Bangladeshi for
{tJIIIIﬂ}IIIHIIL In science, educa-
tion and economic development
to the benefit of the country.

Metropolitan

Audio cassette
launching

CCIrcmony
By Staff Correspondent

The launching ceremony ol
an audio cassette titled “An-
arkoll” by noted singer Iffat Ara
Nargis will be held today at the
VIP lonnge of the National Press
Clab at 4:00 pm,

Noted composer Sheikh Sadi
Khan will formally release the
cassette as the chief guest,

Twelve folk songs were pre-
sented in the album,

—

Woman run over
by bus

From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, Sept 13: An
clderly woman was run over by
a passenger bus In Dhaka-

Chittagong highway on Tuesday

torning.

She was Identifled as
Allinunnesa, wife of late Abdul
Haque of Lakkhipur.

Police sald, the woman was
run over by the Sylhet-bound
bus at Sanarpara bus stand
area ol the highway on Tuesday
while crossing the road. Local
ln ople managed to stop the bus
it the driver fled.

—

G 8 E

43000

iamfﬁwr&cmwwam
N GF (AT JITRA COTRITAH
@ | AT (@95 (RS 92
BIaR 32 | T, TEFe!,
aﬂﬂi‘tmf@?m&cwﬁ?ﬁtm

gLl

ARy e vﬂ' <

i M @3 SRR 2@ (6 GifS S
frrate | S Wdms I%0d 8 (I Bl 5 (R
9574 IR (=t

T LI ]

SO e ova e o efegfe

S W8 3FMA, 1313000 @M ¢ HeRGH ¢ Soeodes-9 FETH ¢ 50838¢s

p—

DHAKA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2000
—
Art competition for children

By Staff Correspondent

A painting competition for
children will be held on Satur-
day at the Bangladesh Shishu
Academy premises at 10:30 am
to mark the World Habitat Day,

Housing and Public Works
Ministry has organised the
competition titled “Women In
Clty Management.”

The competition has been
divided into three age gl{mu;)s.
‘Ka' group comprises of children

between 3 to 7 years of

withont any specifje Subject fﬁr

drawing while ‘Kha'
to 11 years of age

draw on My morthes
The ‘Ga™ group

The ilrd“iltg subje ¢t for the ‘G
gmur is ‘Employed Women.'
A

graph for registration.

roup lor B
They have to
Andl sister,
for ¢hildren be-
tween 12 and 16 vears of age, |
(g:n' A

| participants will have to

submit a passport size photo-

Shlkara isa Gnurmel Restaurant

~ that serves Indian and Thal dishes

Shikaro

Plot # 56, Road # 2, Uttara C/A, Dhaka PABX ° 8919082, 3920-:.59, 8921008, Fax - 8820769

onthe cltu s new skyline,

La-villa restaurant at top
the best place for It
prepa:es%vﬁ a[ lan ¢

restaurant Tel 911 3955,9130919,9

—
Authenticated Italian and Indian

OO(;II now in Dhaka |
of the building in Nele

la'rl (ulalnel l
ANTONIO BENDRELL I_\ NC
vil{n 54 Kawran bozar Dhako 1215

124106 Fox 880- 2 9131218

= =

S@ﬁm An Exclusive Restaurant

Serving full range of Indian dishes. Also available

¢*OUTSIDE CATERING *TAKEAWAY *PARTY FACILITIES :
House # 10, South Avenue, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8811684, 8812458 Fax: BE0-2-8828802. E-mail:sajnai citechco.net

’j
!
’ An Exclusive Call for
! Restaurant outside
| Symphony of Bining catering

House No. 2, Road No. 11 (New), Mirpar lui Dhanmondi, Dhaka -1209, Tdtphmu HI"HJi HIII?]?
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Your Trusted Fargllq Super Morket. g
Fost Food For New Ceneration

32, Wircless Gate, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212, Mobile : 018-226450

sald a press release
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