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CJFD roundtablei Chittagong Journalists  Forum-

Dhaka (CJFD) will hold a ronndtable on “"Construction of a Tnn:
nel under the piver Kamaphuli and its national perspective.
Chief guest: Comuiunications Minister r\nwar‘!-lussnin Manju,
Venue: VIP lounge of National Press Club. Time: 3:00 pm.

Lecture: the rith Nazma Jesmin Memorial Lecture will be
held. Venue: Auditorium of Institute of Modern Language, DU

campus. Time: 4:00 pm.

} Fﬂm BhOW: Chalachitram Film Society will hold a screening
of European films under the title “Focus on European i~11.|11:~_~. On
the 1st day The Ecstatic World of the Film Maker Werner Herzog

by Peter Buchka and Aguirre, Wrath of God by Werner Herzog will
sbe screened. Venue:; Goethe Institut, House No 10, Rd No 9,

Dhanmondi R/A. Time 5:00 pm & 6:30 pm.

1 3 E n v ™ -
Training: a three-day training course on "Refugee Law” be-
gins, Orgmugers: UNHCR, Intl Committee of Red Cross (ICRC)
and Bangladesh Bar Council. Venue: Bangladesh Bar Council.

Time: 9.00 am-4.30 pm.

BIDS lecture 2000: Bangladesh Institute of Develop-
ment Studies (BIDS) will hold a lecture on “Globalisation dnd De-
velopment: Opportunities and Hazards for Bangladesh.” As part
of its lectures to mark the new millennium. Keynote speaker: Prof
Azizur Rahman Khan of University of California. Venue: BIDS
Conference room (E-17), Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time:

3.30 pm.

Meetin + The regular and Board 'mcelin of the Lions Club of
Dhaka Golden will be held. Venue: Grea all Chinese Restau-

rant. Time: 6.30 pm. -

k. -

Founding anniversary: Chandpur Zila Awami Fo-

rum will hold a function to mark its first founding annlversary.

Venue: Rajuk auditorium. Dilkusha. Time: 2:00 pm.
» — — ey gy ey
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Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at many places over Chittagong,
Khulna, Barisal and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over
Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Moderately heavy falls at ane or two places over Chittagong di-
viston may also occur during the period, Met office said.

The day temperature anay remain nearly unchanged over the
country.

The country's highest temperatureé recorded yesterday was
353 degree Celsius was at Khulna and the lowest 23.5 degree
Celsius at Dhaka.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.05 pm and rises to-
morrow at 5.44 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Moming Evening

Dhaka 32.6 ey 76 65
Chittagong 32.6 24.9 82 82
Rajshahi 32.8 26.0 80 75
Khulna sindand 2.9 79 77
Barisal 33.4 26.5 80 79
Sviliet 29.6 24.0 96 92
Cox’s Bazar 25.6 82 --

» Killing of Pahari City’s traffic

Chhatra Parishad - problems to end
TSRO & IO ST _
men condemned -3 Vears: Anwar |

Communications Minister
By DU Correspondent Anwar Hossain vesterday said
Greater Chittagong  Hill

that the city traffic problems
Tracts Hill Students’ Council

would be over the next three |
(GCHTHSC) yesterday brought vears as the govermment proj-
out a procession on the Dhaka

ects in this connection are un-

University campus protesting der implementation, reports
the Killing of two activists — BSS.

Arun Bikash Chakma and Jatla

Chakma - of UPDF ;supperted He, however, observed that

merely infrastructural develop-
ment would not be able to ease
the traffic problem unless peo-
ple also show a positive change
in their attitude and follow traf-
fic Jaws.

He was speaking as the chief
guest at a seminar on “Traffic
Management ‘in Dhaka Me-
tropolis: Today's Burning Issue”
at the Engineers Institution.

Paliari Chhatra Parishad.

Following the procession.
GCHTHSC held a rally in front
of the DUCSU building at noon.

Addressing the ra[T}'. speak-
ers blamed terrorists sponsored
by Jana Sanghati Samity (JSS)
for the Kkilling and said, “JSS
resorted to politics of killing
and terrorism fatal losing the
public support.”

Fuel price hike
Students will have to pay more
for their transportation

of

The unusual rise in bus fare
prompted by fuel price hike has
not only been the cause of con-

ftaln amount
month.
(:o]!egﬁ sources said the mi-

IMONEy every

cern for the commoners. but crobus operators charge fare
also for the school and collége from the guardians of the stu-
1£51LIEIEHTH. reports UUNB. dents considering the distance
Take the case of the stu- between their residences and
dents of Viquarunnisa Noon the ('D”E?t‘ while the drivers
School and College. From now take Tk 50 as ‘tips.’

“This is not our business ._.
the guardians can now give a

on, each girl student of {fle
prestigious institution will have

10 pay Tk 100 more each month second thought whether they

as thefr microbus fare will avail of the transport facii-
The microbus operators have ity provided by them.” Prof

already informed the puardians Hamida said.

that they have raised the mi- A good number of guardians,

crobus fare by Tk 100 per head
due to fuel price hike.

Talking to UNB. Principal of
the college Prof Hamida Ali ad-
mitted that she too received a
letter in this regard from- the
microbus operators. *But [ have
nothing to do with it as the
microbuses are not under my
management.” :

She said a caretaker of the
college and some other eople
operate the vehicles anc]) they
keep 10-12 microbuses nside
the college compound for which
they pay the authorities a cer.

who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said most of the micro-
buses used for carrying the
students have already become
unfit. '

“The money we are paving
them fmicrobus operators) (s
too much compared to their
service and vehicle condition,”
sald one of the gaardians.

"Many serviee-providers are
ready to take over the transport
sector-of the college, but they
have been kept at bay,” said a
microbus driver, also seeking
arnonymity.

Members of Dhaka Indian Women’s Association (DIWA) pre-

senting a cheque for Tk 70,000/- to Dr Sultana S Zaman,
General Secretary of Bangladesh Protebondhi Foundation

desh
attended their works, defying-

some sub-clauses of Clause 2
ol the Rules of Procedure con-.
cerning the functioning of par-
liamentary standing committees |
on
amendments to Article 264.

SKOP strike

From page 1 8

the strike.

Mill workers brouglhit out
rocessions and held rallles on
haka-Narayangan) Road de-:

manding  tmmediate  imple-"
mentation of the ﬂﬁrecnu‘ut.

Workers also burned tyres

commulter train for sometime as
a meeting was in progress on
the rallroad near Chasara
Crossing.

Mills workers also brought
out processions and held sepa-
rate rallies In Tejgaon and Tongi
industrial areas to press their
demands.

In Chittagong two pedestri-

mill workers hurled home-made
bombs near the Chittagong
Export Procession Zone (CEPZ).
The Injured were admitted to
hospital.

Delivery of goods from the
Chittagong Port was normal but
most inter-district buses stayed
off roads due to the SKOP

called strike.

In Khulna, all the 11 jute
mills and Dada Match Factory
were closed as workers did not
turn up or walked away from
the mills.

Some 4,000 workers of
United Meghna-Chandpur
(UMC) Jute Mills, the largest

jute mill in Narsingdi abstained

from works in response to the
strike. .
However, workers of Bangla-
Jute Mills at Ghorashal:

the strike.

Bill placed

From page |12

These provisions of the Bill
will be applicable even if the
identilied places are held by the
government, a local authority,
an organisation or a company.

If any one violate any provi-
sion of the Bill after {ts enact-
ment, he will be jailed for a
maximum of five years or fined
Tk 50,000 or he will face both
the jail term and fine.

Introducing the Bill,
Mosharraf Hossain said various
establishments are being set up
indiscriminately on play
grounds, parks and natural
water bodies, seriously damn-
aging the environment and ex-
panding the urban areas in an
unplanned way.

It has now become urgent to
have properly planned urban
areas and to protect environ-
ment. the minister said.

Meanwhile, Deputy Speaker

Abdul Hamid yesterday referred

the proposed amendments to
Rules of Procedure of the

Jativa Sangsad to the Parlia-

mentary Standing Committee
on Rules of Procedure for scru-
tiny and recommendation.
Col (Retd) Shawkat
brought the amendments

Ali
to

different ministries and

Adel

From page |

since his bail petition could not
be heard on the day due to time
constraint. He did not come out
since police remained deployed
around the Supreme Court
building and in front of his
lawyer's chamber on its prem-
ises,

Following the HC order yes-
terday, Adel along with his
family members left the Court,
As they were leaving, police
tried to chase his car. At this,
the family members became
agitated and showed the Court
order to police.

Police officials in plain
clothes however followed him
up to his residence at old
Dhaka.

Adel who was a deputy
mayor of Dhaka has been

charged with sedition as Paki-
stani national flag was hoisted
at his residence on the inde-
pendence day of that country
on August 14. :

Khondker Mahbub Hossain
who moved the ball prayer on
behalf of Adel said that hoisting
of Pakistani national fla
client's residence was beyond
his (Adel) knowledge and the
Incident was planned to malign
him politically.

The Deputy Attormey General
opposed the ball prayer and
sald the chnrf_es against Adel
were non-balilable.

Kotwali police brought the
sedition charge against him on
Au%ust Al

olice also attached Adels
moveable property on Septem-
ber 8 on the basis of an order
from the CMM's Court. The
order was rglven since he did not
appear before the court.

Filing of cases

against Ajker

Kagoj reporter
condemned

Former and present stu-
dents of Mass Communication
and Journalism Department of
Dhaka Unliversity condemned
filing of three cases against
Anis Alamgir, Diplomatic Corre-
spondent of the daily Ajker Ka-
g0}, reports UNB.

In a joint statement yester-
day, 312 former and present
students sald some lawyers In
Dhaka and Comilla filed the
defamation cases to harass the
journalist. They demanded (m-

Sakhawat All Khan, Prof Golam
Rahman., Prof AAMS Arefin
Slddique, BSS Chief Editor Ha-

run  Habib, Zuurnahsl Ataur
Rahman, Zakaria Kazal,
Shahriar Shahid and AJit

Sarkar were among the signato-

(BPF) on Sunday.

ries,
]

ans sustained minor injuries as

on the road. They stopped a {’

News
“Renaming of DU Applied Physics dept
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Agitating students begin

fast-unto-death

By DU Correspondent

Students of Applied Physics
and Electronies Departinent of
Dhaka University began a fast-
unto-death on the campus
vesterday to press home their
demand to have their depart-
ment renamed.

Students of honours classes
of the department began the
programme in front of their
department at Curzon Hall in
the morning demanding change
of the department’'s name into
“Department of Electronics and
Communication I'lll{.{lnm'rinﬁf

The students have een
agitating on the campus for
long and boycotting classes
since August 17 to press home
their demand.

When contacted, chairman
of Applied Physics and Elec-
tronics Department Prof Anwar
Hasan sald Academic Council of
the departinent had met the
university VC vesterday and
informed him of the problem of
the department and the stu-
dents’ agitation.

"No decision has yet been
taken from the meeting to solve
the problem,” he sald and
added that VC had requested
the teachers to bring back the
students to their classes.

He however clalmed that the
problem lay with the Academic
Council since the teachers of
the department are divided on
the issue,

The agitating students told
The Dally Star that DU VC Prof
AK Azad Chowdhury had re-
fused to talk to them when they
went to meet him yesterday. |
will not talk to you until you go
back to your classes,” they
quoted the VC as telling them:.

Meanwhlile students of the
Department of Applied Chem-
Istry and Chemica Technology
of the university has also begun
a movement on the campus
demanding renaming of their
department. The proposed the
new name of the department be
‘Department of Chemical Engi-
neering and Technology.”

-y

night in his lawver's chamber |

at his |

mediate withdrawal of tln:*hI
cases
Prof QAIM Nuruddin, Prof{

t without

v

Kuwaiti team meets Speaker, Khasru

Baghdad urged to free POWs,
pay compensation
By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh and Kuwait Lave
emphasised on release of Ku-
waitl prisoners of war Paw still
held In Iraq and payment of
compensation by Baghdad for
damages it caused during its
invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

The issues came up during
discussions held by a Kuwalti
Parliamentary delegation with
Bangladeshi leaders and par-
llamentarians, iurfludingii
Speaker Humayun Rasheec
Chowdhury and Law and Par-
llamentary Affairs Minister Ab-
dul Matin Khasru

The five member delegation
with two officials of Kuwait Par-
lfament arrived in Dhaka on
sunday for a two-day visit.

They called on Speaker Hu-
mayun Rasheed Chowdhury
and discussed various issues of
bilateral interest.

They also called on Law
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru in
his office and Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid at the state guest
house. They held meeting with
members of Foreign Relations
Committee of Parliament. The
meeting reviewed the excellent
relations that exist between the
two brotherly countries and
discussed matters of mutual
interest as well as issues of
international interest and that
of the Islamic Ummah.

In course of talks in the
various.meetings..thetwo sides

remphasised on)the early release

of Kuwaiti prisoners of war still
being held in Iraq, which has

become a humanitarian issue.

Payment of compensation by |
'
Iraq for the wanton and exten- |

sive destruction caused by it
during their aggression on Ku-
wait also figured prominently in
the talks, the release added.

‘It was agreed that the reali-
sation of such
will act as a deterrence to fu-
ture aggressive designs. The
Kuwaiti Parliadmentarians

sought the help of Bangladesh |

for the ongoing UN compensa-

tion committee talks In Ge-
neva,” it added.
The two sides discussed

ways of strengthening further
the friendly and brotherly ties
between the two nations.

During a meeting with the
Federation of  Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries leaders, the two
sides exchanged Iideas about
diversifying and expanding
trade relations between the two
countries. They stressed on the
need to have more exchange of
visits at various levels and as-
pects to promote trade and
comimerce

The FBCCI President identi-
fied various sectors where Ku-
waiti investment can be made

The delegation which consist:

of Dr Abdul Muhsen Medej Al-
Medej, Abdulwahab Rashed Al-
Haroon, ed”  Saif
Flujailan, Faisal ™ Fahad™ “‘Al-
Shaya and Hussain Ali Al-
Balirani leave Dhaka today.

IT firm cliarged

From page |
at Tk 60 lakh, which also is not
supposed to exceed Tk 30 lakh.

“The cost of telephone in-
stallation was shown at Tk
37.77 lakh withoul mentioning
the number of telephone con-
nections,” the letter said.

It claimed Raspit was oper-
ating 50 telephone lines, and by
considering the BTTB fee for a
telephone line, which is Tk
18,600, the price should be at
Tk 9.30 lakh.

Citing a number of such
unusual discrepancies, the
letter said that the SEC should
formulate a technical body of
experts to look into the matter
and assess the actual position
of the company.

Failure to do so would mean
irreparable damage to investors'
confidence in the IT sector and
VEry serious repercussions for a
long time to come, the ISPs in

- the complaint warned.

When asked, many stock
brokers and analysts said that
the regulators should have
scrutinised  the  prospectus
carefully prior to giving con-
sent. They pointed out that
there were lack of disclosures
and breakdowns in the pro-
spectus, which the SEC should
have asked for.

One stock market analyst
sald according to the prospec-
tus the work site is at Zigatola,
where the V-SAT is being in-
stalled, The site has been
rented for 10 years and the
company's registered office’ at
Dhanmondi is rented for five
years. Bul the cowpany also
says that it would spend Tk 55
lakh for land procurement,
development and construction.

‘But why when the company
Is making profit at the moment
having any land or
building.” he wondered.

‘Most ISPs in Bangladesh do
not operate from their own
building since their way of do-
Ing business is not like that of
those In manufacturing busi-
ness, Where is the land and
bullding, anyway?” he asked

On the other hand, the com-

pany has made an advance
amounting to Tk. 63 lakh
dagainst  the land and the

bullding. There are no details
regarding area, location or pro-
curement plan in the prospec-
tus, he added.

Though the BTTB connec-
tion fee covers cable installa-
tion, it is not understood why
the company claims to be re-
quiring Tk. 69 lakh for tele-
phone line and cable installa-
tion, he said.

“Surprisingly, the company
earned exactly the same
amount, nothing less nothing
much, by developing web pages
and providing IT solutions
which s very unusual,” sajd
one broker,

He also pointed to the pecu-
llar head pertaining to the risk
\ )

L

factors in the prospectus which
states that “investors should
not invest in the offer unless
they can afford to take the risk
of losing their investment.”

Md Abdur Razzak, the
Raspit managing dirccior said
yesterday that there might be “a
bit” overvaluation in the pro-
spectus due to “incidental cost”
in installing telephone lines. He
did not elaborate, however.

He said that the price of the
V-SAT quoted in the complaint
IS not correct and that the
company did pay the amount
mentioned in the prospectus.

SEC Chairman Manir Uddin
Ahmad said the matter is under
verification and the company
officilals have been asked to
appear before the SEC today
and explain their position.

Prof Kabir Chy
declared persona

non grata by
Khulna imams

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 11: Khulna
Zila Imam Parishad declared
national professor Kabir
Chowdhury persona non grata
in Khulna for his alleged ‘inso-
lent’ remarks against Islam.

Declaring him Murtad, the
Imam Parishad leaders de-
manded his immediate arrest

and exemplary punishment,
According to Imam Parishad,
Prof Kabir Chowdhury preferred

Jol Bangla slogan to saying
‘Bismillah' belore starting
speech at any function in

Bangladesh.

He allegedly made this re-
mark while addressing a func-
tion as chiel guest at Khulna
University on Saturday. Kabir
Chowdhury came to Khulna to
attend a grand function being
held at (‘huknngur under Du-
muria thana In mémory of
those who laid down their lives
during the War of Liberation in
1971,

Rangpur AL

From page 12

at Mahasthan Gar in Bogra
district which was followed by
five more way-side meetings In
Gobindagan] and Palashbari
upazilas in Gaibandha district
and Pirganf, Mithapukur and
sadar upazilas in Rangpur dis-
trict

Ershad will address a public
meeting at Rangpur Public -
brary ground at 3 pm tomor-
row. Tension was mounting in
the district town as Awami
League activists will also gather
at the same venue to stage antl-
Ershad demonstrations on' the
same day,

compensation |

|

Rash®d* ‘US4 LAl |
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From page 12
convinece the party Chairperson
that she should immediately
appoint a new or at least an
acting seccretary general il
Bhuiyan's recovery.

But she told them that she
had no such Intention as Bhuli-
yan was competent enough to
run the party affairs.

Since Bhuiyan was admitted
to hospital, the hardliners held

| @ series of secret meetings to

prepare strategies to convince
the rarty Chalrperson. Two
Standing Committee members,
three senior leaders represent-
ing BNP at the Liaison Com-
mittee, five MPs and a few mid-

ranking leaders attended the
meetings, the sources said.
As per their plan, they

placed the proposal to Khaleda
Zia through Jatiya Party Pre-
sidium member Kazi Firoz
Rashid who accompanted his
party Chatrman HM Ershad
and Secretary General Naziur
Rahman Manju to a meeting
with Khaleda Zija at her official
residence on the night of Sep-
lember 5.

Al one stage of the meeting,
Firoz Rashid tactfully drew
Khaleda Zia's attention to
Bhuiyan's illness and wanted to
know whether she had any plan
to replace him or appoint an
acting secretary general.

Firoz Rashid told her that
Bhuiyan was "very sick" and
needed rest for at least a couple
of months and suggested ap-
pointment of another compe-
tent man as acting secretary
general to lead the on-going
‘crucial movement',

She told him that she
no plan even to appoint an
acting secretary general as
Bhulvan would recover soon.
She calegorically sald Bhuiyan
s competent enough to organ-
ise such a movement and run

had

the
sald.

Falling to convince Khaleda
Zla through the JP leader, the
hardliners launched a cam-
palgn against Bhulyan, spread
rumours and managed to get
somie reports published in some
newspapers that BNP would
soon have a new secretary gen-
eral. '

Finally, a group of the hard-
liners met Khaleda Zia on Sun-
day night and suggested her to
send Bhulyan abroad for treat-
ment and appoint an acting
secretary pgeneral to run the
party affairs till his fully recov-
ery. '

But she told them that
Bhulyan's health condition was
good. She however sald Bhui-
yan could go abroad for a med-
cal check-up after her trip to
Saud] Arabia.

party affairs, the sources

Khaleda Zia was scheduled
to leave for KSA yesterday to
perform Umrah at the Invitation
of the Saudi King. But she
could not go because of flu. She
Is expected to leave for KSA
within the next three- four days
on a weeklong visit,

The sources said the hard-
liners also planned to send one
or two of their men with
Khaleda Zia to convince her to
replace Bhulyan. Knowing this,
she decjded that no party
leader should accompany her
(IurinF the visit

Talking to The Daily Star, an
influential senfor leader among
the hard-liners said they are
now planning to ask ‘some
prominent persons' staying in
KSA to convince her. '

He said they are determining
to replace Bhuiyan and will do
everything needed for this. He
claimed that the move is
backed by majority of the party
men, especially the young sec-

The Daily Star 11

Move to replace Bhuiyan

tion, who believe Bhulyan ean
not run the movement and
party affairs with his ill health
and low profile,

On the other hand, another

member  of  BNP  Standing
Committee opposed to the move
sald, "There is not even the

minimum possibility of replac-
Ing Mannan Bhuivan because
he s liked by 90 per cent of the
Party men and over the years,
]t.‘.(!}rﬂ‘u’ffi.l his honesty, sincerity
and dedication to the party.”

He said Bhulyan has suc-
ceeded In restoring discipline in
the party through his tireless
efforts and In successfully run-
ning the party affalrs as well as
organising the anti-government
movement. Bhulyan was made
BNP Secretary General in mid-
1996.

Asked about Firoz Rashid's
prospect of becoming party
secretary general, he said, "This
leader s not popular in the
varty and not acceptable to all.
-ven if the party Chairperson
wants to replace Bhuiyan in
future, I do not think she will
select the leader (Firoz) chosen
by the hardliners,” he added.

Party sources said that de-
spite an all out campaign,
hardliners have miserably faiﬁd
to mobilise support in the party
for their move. Rather, they
came under severe criticism for
taking the move capitalising on
the illness of Bhulyan.

They said Khaleda Zja is
now fully convinced that the
hardliners misguilded the party
through imprudent and unre-
alistic -decisions and pro-
gramines.,

The hardliners took a move
in 1998 for en masse resigna-
tion of BNP MPs from parlia-
ment. It is now proved that it
would have been suicidal, they
said.

Boral killing
Bagerhat AL
- ”
denies Helal’s
l[ink
By Staff Correspondent

Bagerhat district. unit of
Awami League has disclaimed
any involvement of party law-
maker Sheikh Helal in the kill-
ing of local AL leader Kalidas
Boral.

Issuing a press release on
Sunday, the Bagerhat district
AL also blamed the main eppo-
sition party BNP for propaganda
against Sheikh Helal.

It further stated that Sheikh
Helal, who was in Dhaka then,
rushed to Bagerhat immediately
after he got the news of Boral's
murder and brought out pro-
cessions and observed hartal
there in protest. ¢ ., G

',tﬁigqlinl districi AL referred
to_press reports about involve-
ment of Alamgir, a local leader
of the party’'s youth front Jubo
League, in the Kkilling and men-
tioned that Alamgir was ex-

pelled from the party immedi-
ately.

Kotalipara
Fron page 12

come to power through election

The home minister said
Harkatul Jihad leader Mufti
Abdul Hanpan, who got arms
training in Afganistan, was en-
gaged in the abortive bid to kill
Sheikh Hasina and topple her
government. Twenty- five other
arrested in this connection also
admitted that they were in-
volved in the plot, he said

Nasim also blasted two sen-
ior lawyers of the Supreme
Court for sheltering Jatiya
Party leader Jahangir Moham-
mad Adel, accused in a sedition
case, in the High Court build-
ing

Nasim bitterly criticised BNP
MP Salahuddin Quader
Chouhdury for escorting Adel to
the High Court. Chowdhury
might have sheltered Adel when
he was hiding, Nasim alleged.

Akhtaruzzaman

From page |
reply within three davs to party
sSecretary General Abdul Man-

nan Bhuiyan, stating why he
should not be expelled from the
party.

The party chaired

meeting

by Deputy Leader of ﬁlt’ Qppo-
sition Prof AQM Badrudozza
Chowdhury discussed Akhtar's
present and past activities and
recommended serving a show
cause notice before expelling
him from the party

Khaleda Zia, who could not
attend the meeting due to ill-
ness, approved it

The meeting noted that Ak-
htar joined in the current ses-
sion of Jatlya Sangsad violating
the party's and its parliamen-
tary wing's announced decision
and stand.

Held at the oflicial residence
of the Leader of the Opposition,
the meeting was attended by
otanding Committee members
Khandaker Delwar Hossain . Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain ,
Barrister Moudud Ahmed, Bar-
rister Aminul Islam , Salahud-
din Qader Chowdhury ., Anwar
Zahid and Nazrul Islam Khan,

US Open
From page 1

attack

"He reminded me of mysell
when | was 19 and came here
and won for the first time,” said
Sampras, the Grand Slam ca-
reer champion with 13 titles.
“The way he's playing, he's the
future of the game. 1 didn't feel
old. I felt I was standing next to’
a blg dude.”

Safin fits the description. He
Is 6-foot-4 (1.93 meters),”
equipped with a big serve so
necessary in modern tennis and
all the other tools that go with
it. He can whistle shots at 136
mph (219 kph), the way he did
at Sampras. And he can pass
and lob and Kiss the sidelines
with returns.

opening  ceremony

Women’s

From page 1
crease in the number of re-
served seats and a provision for
direct election to such seats

So long, women members for
the reserved seats have been
chosen by the ruling party al-
though there is provision for
their election by elected MPs

Leading opposition parties
including BNP also spoke for
the proposed arrangements
But the parties neither sub
mitted their suggestions to the
Standing Committee nor are
attending the parliament ses-
sfon.

About such demands, the
veleran parliamentarian said he
would like to leave the matters
for consideration by the House

“We have brought the bill
and it is now BNP's turn to help
its paasa'gv The opposition
party is iree to suggest any
¢hanrge dAnd the "‘House can
adopt thosesifUjit Jdedms' tHos#
fit,” he said.

The government and the op-
position are equally responsible
for protection of rights of
women who constitute half of
the population, he added

S0 far, the committee met
thrice to finalise its recommen-
dations but none of the three
BNP members on the comunit-

| tee attended the meetings.

The lone Jatiya Party (Er-
shad) member Rabeya Bhuivan
however attended one meeting

Sengupta hoped that BNP
would give their views on the
bill in the House, saying the
government! is ready to accom-
modate those. “If they skip their
constitutional duties, they must
be answerable to the people
BNP can't afford to ignore the
iIssue because they will have to
seek women's votes.”

Jamiruddin Sircar, a BNP
member on the Standing Com-
mittee, said there was no dis-
cussion in his party on bill

“We cannot amend the Con-
stitution to retain women's pre-
sent share in parliament
we re boycotting the House pro-
ceedings. We can do it if an
varly election is held,” the for-
mer education minister told The
Daily Star.

Asked how could his party
expect to amend the Constitu-
tion alone, he said, “In the next
election, we'll campaign for two-
thirds majority in the parlia-
ment. If we can eam that
strength in the next parliament,
then we can raise the number
of women's reserved seats to
20/60 or whatever is needed.”

Replying to a question why
BNP was not supporting the bill
now, he said how they could go
to parliament unless their our
four-point demand was met.

Explaining BNP's brief at-
tendance during the last ses-
sion, he said, “"We once went
there to remind about our de-
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Sydney ready
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ment
“This has to be one of the
most terrific conununity cele-

brations we have ever seen in
our shire and | hope everyone
will take this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to line the roule
and cheer the flame on its way,”
she said.

Sartor said the final touches
were being put to preparations
for the torch's arrival in the city
centre on Thursday.

Australian Sprinter Melinda
Gainstord-Taylor, Duel US
Open champion Pat Rafter and
swim legend Dawn Fraser will
carry the flame towards Town
Hall where Sartor will welcome
1OC President Juan Antonio
samaranch at a reception.

"Sydney is ready,” Sartor told

reporters. “In case you hadn't
noticed this already. it's spar-
Kling. “The banners are out, the
flowers are out.”

The identity of the torch carrier
who will light the flame at the
remnains a
secrel

JS seats

mands but the government is
yet to meet those™

In his view, the majority
women in the country ‘have no
headache for some well-off

women enjoying the status of
“It's not a popular

lawmakers

Issue among the commonman

nor will it affect our campaign

in the next election.”

Rabeya Bhuivan, who her-
self submitted a private mem-
bers’ bill on the women's re-
served seats, told this corre-
spondent that she strongly op-
posed the
provision did not
empowerment of women

She said she suggested in
the Standing Committee meet-
ing that there should be sepa-
women
and those should not overlap
the constituencies where direct

rate constituencies for

&ections are'held

‘* The dPlawindker also” pro-
number of

posed raising the
such reserved seats to 100

Another BNP member on the

comriittee,
seemed least

Khalequzzaman
bothered

" 2Kkilled in
road accident

in Mymensingh

From our Correspondent
MYMENSINGH, Sept 11
Arafat Ali, 21, a medical stu-
dent of Community
Medical College
and Mukul
driver of
tural University
Killed in a road accident
Kilometers from Mymensingh
town at Shikarikanda today at
about 2 p.m '
According to reports, driver
MuKul of BAU car no. Mvin. Ka
357. carrying four 2" vear stu-
dents of Community Based
Medical College, hit a roadside
tree when hie lost control of his
vehicle while trving to overtake

Amit
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saving device

The biggest challenge now
Is to implant the hreallung aid
which will come fromm Dobelle
[Institute. But at the same time
we would like to find out what
is the state of Amit's nerves
whichh have remained inactive
for the last one year,” said Dr
Moinul Hassan of BSMMUH.

Amit's life hangs in the bal-
ance as he lies connected to a

g Mymensingh.
Chandra Das. a
Bangladesh Agricul-

ventilator (artificial breathing
machine) in a paralysed state at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital
(BSMMUH) for the last one
year.

He suflers from worst form
of paralysis caused by a wild
pnllt‘l\'irtiﬁ, which destroyed ﬁw
Herves controlling his breathing
and limb movement. The inci-
dence of the disease is one in a
million worldwide

Dr Hassan also said, "Since
we have surplus money it would
be wise to utilise the extra
money for two very effective and
precise tests, though the tests
are expensive. One is EMG or
electromyogram and the other

IS 'nerve conduction velocity'
test.”
The tests combined would

cost roughly TK five lakh while
a motorised wheel chair would
cost another five lakh taka.

An engineer would arrive in
Dhaka along with the breathing
pacemaker as soon as Dobelle
receives the money. Local neu-
rosurgeons would implant the
device that would Kkeep Amit
alive for the rest of his life. A
handful of people in the world
has received such expensive
implant

And the boy who is In the
centre of these frantic activities
looked very excited about the
promising prospects. "l should
soon be moving around like
you," said Amit, making no
attempt to hide his hopes of a
better life.

government-
sponsored bill as the existing

about
the bill on retention of women's
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