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a Chennai,

A  Muktijoddha:

~Grosjean match

Mighty Marat

NEW YORK. Sept 11
(Reutersk: On Saturday, faced
with the prospect of playing
Pete Sampras in the US Open
final. Marat Safin indicated that
merely getting this far was good
enough.

On Sunday, he changed his
mind.

Befitting a 20-year-old. Salin
IS a man of many moods. He
started the yvear by losing his
opening match in his first five

tournaments and seven of the

first nine. In the Australian
Open. he was fined for tankin
his upen!n%—ruund match, an
at Indian Wells in March. he
said he considered Fh'lng up
tennis after losing in the second
round.

Then. he said. he got tired of
‘making Christmas presents’
and decided to fight back. "My
confidence came. I just found it
in two days, three days. I don't
want to lose it now.”

The last thing Safin need do
now is worry about confidence.
On Sunday he toyed with Sam-
pras, the all-time Grand Slam
champion, emerging with a 6-4,
6-3. 6-3 victory to claim his
first major crown in his first
Slam final.

Incredibly, the Sampras tour
de force was close to Dbeing
Safin's easiest conquest of the
championship. He struggled
through two five-set matches
last week. including a fifth-set
tiebreaker against Sebastien
Grosjean (°1 was almost on the
plane (to leave). . . | felt like |
don't know how to play tennis
aunvimore).”

“l found my game after the
ecause | was
scared to lose,” he said. "I just
understood that I could lose
here very easy.”

Al the same time, Safin al-
tered his mood again and de-
cided he would settle for noth-
ing less than the championship.

Chappell in
the line of
Indian job

LONDON, Sept 11 (Internet
report): Former Australian
batsman Greg Chappell is the
latest of four foreigners of bein
considered by the Indian Boar(%
(BCCI) to take over as coach
from the beleaguered Kapil Dev.

However, senior members of
the BCCI are split on the issue
after an announcement of the
intention to hire a foreign coach
was made by Board president
AC Muthiah fromn Dubai, where
he went to attend the Asian
Cricket Foundation meeting.

Board members feel Dr.
Muthiah should not have aired
his views before the appoint-
ment is finalised in the Board's
annual general meeting in
eptember 29,

Though no direct approach
Las .been .made to- the likelyr

candidates:  Geoff -Marsh. Rod- |
ey Marsh, Jehn Wright

ancl
nmow Greg Chappell, although
reports suggest that ‘feelers’
were sent out to them a month
ago.
The successful candidate is
likely to be offered about
700.000 USD a year. But with
there being tremendous oppo-
sition against the appointment
of a foreign coach among board
members. many of them would
find it difficult to sanction such
huge anounts at the AGM.

Tough day

From page 8

shoot-out Farashganj's Arman
drove the ball wide off the left-
hand post. leaving Prodip

the marathon tie-breaker.
The experienced central de-

fender did it in stvle. sending

Dhianu the WEOLZ way.
The outcome took Muktijod-

dha to eight points from three
maliches while Farashganj im-

proved their tally to five.

Yellow Cards: Askar babu.
Bidyut, Al-Amin
and Hasan-Al-Mamun

Joddha).
TEAMS

(Mukti-

Aminul,
Hasan-Al-Mamun, Rajani, Pro-
dip, Masud Rana, Tushar, Li-
ton, Abdullah (Mintu), Asif
Farhad and Johnny (Sauray).

Farashganj: Dhanu. Sohel,
Arman. Ashraful. Masud, Jewel
(Chandan), Askar Babu, Bidvut.
Mithu (Al-Amin). Jalal and Po-
lash.

Referee: 1R Krishia Gosh

TODAY'S MATCHES
Premier Division

Dhanmondi Club vs Victoria SC

(5:30 pm)
First Division
WMC Fakirirerpool vs Wari

of
Muktijoddha to seal the fate of

(Farashganj)

NEW YORK, Sept
11: Stunning 20.
vear-old Russian
Marat Safin play-
vd a near perfect
e 1 anatch here Sun
dav, crushing American Pete
Sampras I straight sets to
capture his first US Open
Grand Slam title, reports AFP.

The 20-year-old Russian
was faultless, dismantling the
fourth-seeded Grand Slam rec-
ord-holder Sampras 6-4, 6-3, 6-
3 in one hour and 38 minutes.

Safin, who earned 800.000
dollars for the victory, is the
youngest US Open winner since
Sampras and Andre Agass|
squared off against each other
in 1990.

"I ecan't explain how | feel
right now,” Safin said. "I feel
like I'lm still in the match. |
can't think how great it is to
win. Maybe when I'll go in the
locker room ['ll begin to think
about it.”

This Is Safin's second
straight win over Sampras.

He beat the American this
August at the quarterfinals of
the Tennis Masters series in
Toronto after the American
squandered two match points
there.

Safin was also a runner-up
in Indianapolis, making him
one of. the hottest players on
the ATP Tour this summer,

The American, who was one
match away from equaling his
{llustrious compatriot Jimmy
Connors for a record five US
Open titles, said he would set
his sights on the number one
ranking.

I want to finish at number
one." Sampras said. "If I don't it
would be disappointing but |
got what [ wanted this year, the
record and Wimbledon.”

sampras was 13 and 2 in
Grand Slam finals, only falling
to Swedish serve and volleyer
Stefan Edberg in 1992 here and
to Andre Agassi at the 1995
Australian Open.

Both men were on fire from
the outset, firing up aces and
going for winners at will. The
hard-hitting Russian broke
Sampras in the 7th game on a

blistering cross-court forehand
return that left Sampras per-
plexed.

Safin, who has lived and

Venus aiming
at No.1 spot

NEW YORK. Sept 11: Venus
Williams. who added the 1S
Open to her Winbledon crowi
Saturday, has now set her
sights on the number one
ranking. reporis AFP

‘Being No.1 is definitely one
of my goals,” Venus said. "I've
never been there before. So I'm
trying. 1 will move forward in

the ranking, it's just a matter of

time. " . - |
But It will not happen in
2000 as Venus vows to go back
to college in Florida where she
studies fashion design. "School
starts october 11," she said. "So
for 11 weeks, I'm going to be
grinding. I'll only play one or
two events during that time.” .
The third-ranked Venus
would have already grabbed the
top spot by now if it hadn't
been for nagging injuries that
plagued her this season.
he was compelled to take a
six-month leave of absence
from the WTA tour last Novem-
ber to nurse severe tendinitis in
both wrists and only returned

in May at the Hamburg clay

court event.

Two months later, the 20-

vear-old American captured her

first Grand Slam single's title at
Wimbledon, !
Davenport in the final and be-
coming the first African-Ameri-

can to accomplish that honor

since Althea Gibson in 1958.

Rejuvenated and having the

weight of a first Slam victory off

her shoulder, she started play-
ing much better.

Venus went on a red hot
winning streak all summer
long. capturing WTA titles in

Stanford, San Diego and New
opponents

Haven, brushing
aside along the way without
dropping a set.

She punctuated

her as-

tounding summer run with the

US Open
storming
and a half rain delay, from a 4-

crown Saturday,

I deficit in the opening set to
pull out a 6-4, 7-5 victory over
and
Lindsay

conmpatrioticllow-American

world  number two

Davenport
Venus is

now riding

not lost a match since

against
chez-Vicario.

ousting Lindsay

back. after an hour

a 26
match winning streak and has
the
quarterfinals at Roland Garros
Spain's Aranxta San-

Club (3:30 pm)
Venue: Both matches at the
bangabandhu National Stadium

Sorry

5

Owing to technical reasons,
we could not publish today's
Crossword. -Sports Editor

TV Guide

Tuesday 12th September

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-

bl fon zm‘r\ (I"'l-r’l“j_"i' in the pro-
Branmnw)

BTV

300 Opening Annodncenmient,

Recitation From The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 3:15 Pa-
triotic Song 3:20 Open University
Prog. 4:00 Bangla News 4:05 Pusti
Thattho 4:20 Sports Programme
5:10 Modar Gorob Modar Aasha
5:40 Sashtho Thattho (Health De-
veloping For Mother & Children)
6:05 Sabar Janno Shikkha 6:30
Transmission From Chittagong
Center 7:00 Sambad (Bangla News)
7:05 Sangita (Aadhunik Song) 7:25

Despite her hot streak, Ve-
nus expressed some concerns
on the way she played during
the two-week hard court event.
"At Wimbledon, I was playing
pretty good tennis all the time.”
she said. "These two weeks, |
didn't play extremely satisfying
tennis and I was even less con-
ficdent than ot Wimbledon ™

ffuikhﬂr (TV Quiz) 8:00 Bangla
News At B 8:20 Drama Series: Sat-
t}'auh'_r Ga » #10 ("Tapos Pall,
>uumitro, Anjon Dutt, Ranjit Mal-
hk, Sonali Chockrobarti) 8:50 Sc
ral: Bhanga Pather Raanga Dhulay
#13/14  (Pigush Bondopadhay,
Shanta Islam, Tarin Jahan Toma)
10:00 News At Ten (English) 10:20
Etihaser Pata Theke 10:55 Srijan
(Programme On  Book) 11:30
Bangla News 11:35 English News
11:40 A) Programme Outline For
Wudnessday B) National Song
11:45 ¢ '|u'-il'ly,

EKUSHEY TV

2:00 Ajker Potrikay 2:10 Amader
Kotha 2:35 Chitrageeti 3:00 Eku-
shey News Headlines 3:02 Bangla

Movie: Aradona 5:40 Drishti 6:00 |

gt‘l]!iﬁllb’h'

trained In Valencia, Spain, for

most of his career, held serve to
Fu up H5-3 on a nice little fore-

1and volley winner, his first ol

the match in two attempts at

the net.

He served out a perfect set
in which he only committed five
unforced errors on a chipped
forehand return wide by Saun-
pras.

Serving and
\ thne
broke a

returning stu-
and again,

alin more offensive

Sapras again in the 7th game
of the second set on a good
return at Sampras' feet that he
could not negotiate.

The 6-foot-4 powerful base-

liner went up 5-3 and gained

the set on a double fault by
Sampras to breeze through a 2-
set to love lead just one hour
into the match.

He continued to demolish a
desperate Sampras by h”‘“m“li
in the second game of the thirc
set when the American netted
his backhand volley of a good
return by Satin.

The Russian  steamroller
built a commanding 3-0 lead
and served for the match at 5-
3. He tightened up at 5-4 when
serving for the match, conced-
ing his two first break points of
the match. But Safin managed
to gather himself and closed It
out on a backhand passing
shot. his 10th.

¥ el
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OF THEM ALL

: 20-vear-old Russian Marat

Safin kisses the US Open trophy after beating American
Pete Sampras in the men's singles final at the Flushing

Meadows in New York on September 10.

—AFP photo

|

finished
high 115 aces.
runner-up Pete Sampras.

tournament's
CVCr.

NEW YORK, Sept

LI CARIZE S TlIeTE
were plenty of
aACes i the

women's tourna-
ment, and the

Williams sisters led the way.

The 595 total aces for the
two weeks were the most by the
wonien at a US Open since

complete tournament statistics
for
matches started being kept five
years ago.

all 127 women's singles

Serena Williams topped the
tourney for a second straight

year, recording 45 aces even
though she only made it to the
quarterfinals. She had 62 aces

last vear when she won the
title. Open champion Venus
Williams ranked second, with

40 aces, followed by losing fi-
nalist Lindsay Davenport, with
32.

Chase. Manhattan Bank Is

donating 29,750 dollars - 50
dollars per ace over the entire
womens tournament - to fund

inner city tennis camps for

girls.

Men's champion Marat Safin
with a tournament-

14 more than

SHOWING UP
The 2000 US Open drew the
largest crowds

With 23,115 people attend-

ing Sunday, the two-week total
for the event reached 605,487 -
20,997 more than showed up at

[
¢

e
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US OPEN NOTEBOOK

the National Tennis Centre a
yvear ago, when
record was set

A day after US President Bill
Clinton became the first sitting
president to attend the US
Open. former President Jimny
Carter was in the crowd Sun-

1av.
" JUNIOR MINTS

Andy Roddick made a quick
exit from the men's singles
tournament at the US Open. He
stuck around the National Ten-
nis Centre, though, and wound
up becoming the first American

the previous

to win the junior boys’ title
since 1992,
Roddick beat countryman

Robby Ginepri 6-1, 6-3 in Sun-
day's final

“I'm part of the new genera-
tion and obviously I'm playing a
pretty big role in it,” Roddick,
I8, said. “Hopefully, ['ll. be part
of the next team thaticemessup
through the pro ranksit

The last American to win tlie
US Open junior bovs’ title was
Brian Dunn

Roddick. who turmed pro
shortly after winning the Aus-
tralian Open junior title in

January, was put in the main
draw here as a wild card entry,
but lost in the first round to
Spain’s Albert Costa 6-3, 6-7,
6-1, 6-4.

Argentina's Maria Emilia
Salerni won the girls’ junior title
here, beating Tatiana Perebiynis
of Ukraine 6-3, 6-4. Salerni also
won the Wimbledon junior
tourmnament

Wonmen's doubles duo of France's

Julie Halard-Decugis (R)

and Japanese Ai Sugiyama hold aloft the trophy after their
victory in the final over Zimbabwean Cara Black and Rus-

Sport

'Safin slays Sampras

EUROPEAN

FOOTBALL
SCENE

UNDATED, Sept 11(AFP):
European football scenario after

league games over the weekend:

PREMIERSHIP

LONDON: English Premler-
ship newcomers Charlton came
back from two goals down at
half-time to draw 2-2 against
Derby at Pride Park on Sunday.

Two of Charlton's summer
signings. Claus Jensen and
Jonatan Johansson, scored n
the space of three second-half
minutes so the hosts had to be
satistied with a point and were
left still seeking their first win
of the season.

PRIMERA LIGA

VILLAREAL: Rayo Vallecano
meanwhile grabbed top spol on
soal-difference after this firsl
hn},' with thelr 5-1 thrashing at
newly-promoted Villareal on
Sunday.

In fact all three sides to win
promotion lost at home on
Sunday - Las Palmas losing 3-0
to Alaves and Osasuna were
defeated 2-0 by Celta Vigo

BUNDESLIGA

MUNICH: A 1-1 draw at
1860 Munich was enough for
Schalke 04 to go top of the
Bundesliga  Saturday, after
Bayern Munich were toppled 2-
l bé VIB Stuttgart.

Schalke, who are enjoying
the finest start to a season in
the club's history, have 10
points from their four games
and are trailed by Bayern on
nine points with 1860 on eight

FRENCH FIRST DIVISION

PARIS: Paris St. Germain
contined their unpredictable
form when they bounced back
from a midweek loss at Troyes
to maintain their 100 percent
home record with a 5-1]
thrashing of St. Etienne at a
packed Parc des Princes Satur-
day.

Bastia continued their fine
start to the season gllnln top of
the table courtesy of a 4-1 win
at hapless which

Strasbour
coupled with Lens Crasﬁ{uug 3-0
at Lyon was enough to give the
Corsican-based side a one point
lead at the top

Newly .promoted Toulouse
surprised Marseille as two first-
half goals were enough to carry
Alain Giresse’ men to a com-
fortable 2-0 home victory at Le
Stadium and lift them out
the bottom three.

Four days after their 2-0
home defeat to Marseille, the
misery continued for French
league defending champions
Monaco who lost 1-0 at Sedan.

Metz are in fifth place fol-
lowing their_ 1-0 win at Brit-
tany-based side Rennes.

Nantes are in sixth spot after
drawing 2-2 at Auxerre. In
other games, newly promoted
Guingamp upset Bordeaux 2-0
at the Parc Lescure while an-
other surprise of the

to move up to fourth spaf.s. = »

Another mark
for Warne

LONDON, Sept 11 (Internet
report): Shane Warne has
brought up a century of wickets
in all cricket with his English

county Hampshire, after taking
three scalps in four balls. |

Warne finished with 4-23
from nine overs in a one-day
loss against Derbyshire on

Sunday to take his season's

haul to 101 wickets.
He is sharing third place on

the first class wicket-taking list
for the season, with 63. Another
Australian. Worcester's pace
spearhead Glenn McGrath, is in
second place with 68

Warne's milestone came on
an otherwise bleak day, how-
ever. After he had helped re-
strict Derbyshire to 195 from
45 overs, Warne was promoted
to opening batsman, crashed
for a duck, and watched as his
side fell four runs short of vic-

tory.
Wame has also said he
wants to return for another

season at Hampshire. "I would

love to come back either next
vear if I'm not on the Ashes
tour, or in 2002." Warne was

(quoted as saving in newspaper
u']hlr!‘-.

Double delight
for Sugiyama

NEW YORK, Sept 11: Ja-
pan’'s Al Sugivama and France's
Julie Halard-Decugis of France
captured the US Open women's
doubles title, defeating Cara
Black of Zimbabwe and Rus-
sian Elena Likhovtseva in three
sets at the 15-milllon-dollar
Grand Slam hardcourt event
here Sunday, reports AFP.

Sugiyama and Halard-Decu-
gis, playing the day of her 30th
birthday, beat | Oth-seeded
Black/Likhovtseva 6-0, 1-6, 6-1]
in one hour and 19 minutes

Sugilyama-Halard-Decugis.
who earned 340,000 dollars for
their victory, will now become
the new world number women's

of

young
season Troyes won 2-1 at Lilles

BULAWAYO,

Zimbabwe, Sept
11: All the cards
are stacked in

New Zealand's fa-
vour when they
take on Zimbabwe here Tues-
dav in the first match of a two-
Test cricket serles and three
one-day international matches,
reports AFP.

Zimbabwe Is In turmoll fol-
lowing the loss of top batsmen
Nefl Johnson an Murray
Goodwin, the sacking of Andy
Flower as captain alter thelr
recent tour of England and the
shock of New Zealand feasting
on a 677 runs total in a warm-
up match against their "A" side
which ended Saturday at the
Midlands mining town of Kew
Kwe

STEPHEN FLEMING

New Zealand have beaten
Zimbabwe three times in their
previous eight Test encounters,

NZ-Zim 1st Test from today

the other five being drawn. In
18 one-day matches between
them so far New Zealand have
won 13 and Zimbabwe three
Within days of their arrival
here all their main batsmen
have shown good form, Mark
Richardson in particular.

Star Sports will be show-
ing the match live. Tele-
cast begins at 1:55pm
Bangladesh time everyday.

The 29.year-old Otago lefi-
hander smashed a 306 runs
aﬁuinﬂl a dispirited Zimbabwe
A" his highest first-class score
and only the sixth triple cen-
tury to be made by a New Zea-
lander. :

Matthew Sinclair scored 86
to add to his 58 in the opening
match against a Zimbabwe
Presidents team, Cralg ‘McMil-
lan helped himself to 79 and
Matthew Horne 63.

New Zealand's recognised
top five batsmen — Astle,
Horne, Macmillan, Steven

Fleming and Chris Cairns — all
have Test averages above 30.
And so the tourists now have a
pleasant task In deciding
whether Richardson will make
his Test debut here,

The lack of talent depth n
Zimbabwe has been exposed by
the loss of Johnson and Good-
win, who were central figures in
a recenl salary dispute which,
in part, has seen their return to
South Africa and Australia re-
spectively.

The weather is set fair In
Bulawayo. The wicket s true
and on the slow side, which
should result in big scoring by
patient batsmen.

The second
played in

will be
next week.

Test
Harare

The Baily Star9

followed by the first interna-
tional. The tour ends with the
remaining internationals back
in the second largest city Bula-

wavo.
SQUADS

NEW ZEALAND (from): Ste-
phen Fleming (captain), Nathan
Astle, Chris Caims, Matthew
Horme. Crailg McMillan. Dion
Nash. Shayne O'Connor. Adam
Parore, Mark Richardson,
Matthew Sinclair, Craig Spear-
man, Scott Styris, Daryl Tuffey,
Daniel Vettori, Paul Wiseman.

ZIMBABWE (from): Heath
Streak (captain), Stuart Car-
lisle, Andrew Flower, Gavin
Rennie, Grant Flower, Alistair
Campbell, Guy Whittall, Paul
Strang, David Mutendera,

HEATH STREAK

Mpumelelo Mbangwa. Miuleki
Nkala, Bryan Strang. Henry
Olonga

-

World’s premier club competition kicks off today

'; PARIS, Sept 11
_‘** Keal Madrid's co-
lossal debts led to
clonibts about eli-
CHAMPIONS gibility into the
LEAGUE European Cham
pions ],;-a;jur- next season so
the ecight-times champions will
have every incentive to see off

their rivals when this season's
opening ]}]mu- starts Tuesday
reports AFP

The Spaniards have an esti
mated deficit of 247 million
dollars, according to their own
president, Florentino Perez, who
last week described the state ol
their financial health as poten-
tially fatal.

Madrid, who get the ball
rolling again Tuesday at Portu-
Eurw champions Sporting Lis-
o, hope the 55.5 million gol-

»
g OT

fars ey paid ‘Barceloya
Lais Figo in the sumnier taff be
largely offset by winning the
trophy for what would be the
third time in four seasons come
next May

Last month, UEFA official
Markus Studer implied the ‘me-
ringues’ could be expelled from
European club competitions
because of their debt despite
later assurances that would not
happen.

Real are in Group A together
with Spartak Moscow and Ger-
many's Bayer Leverkusen and
young Keeper lker Casillas said
he was confident of a good first
game

‘I'm confident we'll get our
campaign off on the right foot
just as it was important to get
the league season off to a win-
ning start,” said Casillas after
the opening day Spanish Liga
win over Valencia

The Real Madrid-Sporing |
Lisbon will be televised
live by ESPN from 00:30
Bangladesh time on |
| Wednesday |

The Spaniards' main rivals
in another bloated season of
European club football are once
again set to be 1999 champions
Manchester United, whom they
ousted in the quarters last sea-
SOI.

But Italian Serie A winners
Lazio, as well as Juventus, will
also be in there looking to
overturn poor recent Italian
form in the competition

Spanish sides dominated the
event last time round supplying
three of the semi-finalists before
Real, earlier thrashed twice by
Bayern Munich in group games
before beating the Germans in
the last four, downed Valencia
in a one-sided final in Paris

It was the first time two
sides from the same countn
had contested the final

Such was Spain's dominance

that the joke in the national
media ahead of the semis was
‘what are Bayern doing in the
spanish Cup?”

But with United, Lazio,
Bayern and company raring to
go again such a scenario is
unlikely to be repeated.

customed place atop the Eng-
lish Premiership and will have
learned the lessons of last
vear's failure, when Real sur-
prised them at OIld Trafford
after a dour draw in Madrid
United step into the arena
Wednesday against Belgium's

Anderlecht at Old Trafiord
Tuesday highlights

from Real's trip to Lisbon
where former United Keeper
Peter Schmeichel will be plot-
ting their downfall for the Por-
luguese - see English preten
dants Arsenal travel t thie
Czech Republic to face Sparta
Pragiis
Lhave underaclii

Arsenal

Champions League first
phase fixtures ahead of first
round matches this Tuesday

and Wednesday

TUESDAY
Group A:

f"&i',!II.i}x Moscow [(Rus) l‘}{_i.'..t*l'
Leverkusen (Ger)
Sporting Lisbon (Por) v Real

Madrid |H]h']|

Group B:

Sparta Prague (Cze)
(Eng)

Shakhtor Donetsk (Ukr) v Lazio

(Ita)

Group C:

Valencia (Spa) v Olympiakos
{Lare)

Lvon (Fra) v Heerenveen (Ned)
Group D:

Galatasaray (Tur) v Monaco
(Fra)

Rangers (Sco) v Sturmn Graz
(Aut)

WEDNESDAY
Group E:

SV Hamburg (Ger) v Juventus
(Ita)

Panathinaikos (Gre) v Deportivo
La Coruna (Spa)

Group F:

Rosenborg (Nor) v Paris SG (Fra)
Helsingborg (Swe) v Bayern
Munich (Ger)

Group G:

PSV Eindhoven (Ned) v Dynamo
Kiev (UKr)

Manchester United (Eng) \
derlecht (Bel)

Group H:

Barcelona (Spa) v Leeds (Eng)

All-

aside

o Inestic

Arsenal

Stakes high for champions

in the competition to date and
coach Arsene Wenger is not
setting any lofty goals at this
'-.Tf'li_{l'

‘At the moment my thought
IS 1o get through the first gr up

said the Frenchman

_L'ﬁ"_ %f‘
I'rll-f"] {'.l.llinllilr" I}i 1T I."‘."‘I I'r"'."'d 'i"'ll

much in the past for the Gun-
ners

Uroup B rivals and group fa-
vourites Lazio travel to unfan-
cied Shakhtor Donetsk of
Ukraine

France, despite their sut
cesses in the World Cup and
the European Championship
have still managed only one
triumph in the continent's pre-
mier club competition and even

that ended in a furore
seille were stripped of the do
leaguie tle that

for. matc h-ﬁ_ﬂ_nﬂ

1his _ yeas's, crop
sentatives are Paris Sainl
main, who with Nis
on hot form after a slow
are a good bet for at
place in the second phase

PSG  start Wednesday at
Norway's Rosenborg in
F. which includes Bavern
their compatriots Monaco
Lyon both play Tuesday

First-time entrants Lvon

{Ji'f

start

wiiile

winless in their opening four
league matches, are climbing
the table after Saturdav's fine
3-0 win over Lens and tl 1rTi-
val of Brazilian defender 1Imil-
son has plugged a leakv back
lour ahead of their Group C
home match against Holland's
Heerenveen

Lvon striker Steve Marlet

has already tasted the tourna-
ment atmosphere with fornmner
club Auxerre in 1996-97 and is
set to partner Anderon
after scoring twice against Lens

He will pet the nod ahead ol
unsettled France intermational
Tony Vairelles, whom he re
placed after Vairelles pulled a
leg muscle Saturday

“In the same group Valencia
who opened their Spanish
league programme with another
defeat to Real, host Olympiakos
ol Greece

In Group D. Monaco are
reeling after straight Ileague
defeats by Marseille and Sedan
and they will find it hard to pick
themselves up in the cauldron
of Istanbul, where they face
UEFA Cup winners Galata-
."'uﬂiil".

The same trip awaits Glas
gow Rangers, who start off with
a home [ixture against Sturm
Graz of Austria

Monaco will be without sus
pended Argentine midfielder

Marcelo Gallardo
cilintasaray have to bounce

back Iromm a shock weekend

SOINNY

delcal against domestic rivals
t‘w.mnmhpw:
We can alwavs mend mis-

takes in the Turkish league, but
we will play only six games to
advance onto the second round
in the Champions League,” the
Istanbul club’'s spokesman Ali
Durust said Sunday, stressing

sian Elena Likhovtseva in New York on September 10. doubles team when the new Sir Alex Ferguson's United | AC Milan (1ta) v Besiktas (Tur) C hampions League mistakes
—AFP photo ranking comes out Monday. have already claimed their ac- would be |munn‘d on
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