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Curtly Ambrose

(Former West Indies

bowler) _

“It is always a nice feeling (o
take wickets iIn Test cricket,
whether it is the first one or the
400th. I am just happy that it is
all over and done with."

After getting the 400th

wicket.
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Competition-135

V Tick the Correct Answers

Post to (e Lhily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Septis, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Whoscored the first hattrick
in this year's Fed Cup
football?

Ritu hanchan Tameer

2 | Who is Pakistan's crickel
team captain?

Wagar Moain

Wasim

3| Who is the captain of
Bangladesh cricket team?

Aminu) AkTaln Naimur

4| Whowon the AB Bank Men's
TT title?

Armaniioia

Biman Manners

5| Who was ~vhted 'Gérmany's
' footbalter-of-the-year in 2000?

Kahn Sammer Reuter
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ENERGY RELEASING VITAMINS

Kenya retain
Africa Cup

NAIROBI, Sept 11 (AFP):
Kenya beat Zimbabwe by seven
wickets to retain the Africa Cup
cricket title here Sunday

Steve Tikolo continued to
enjoy reinarkable success
ahead of the ICC (International
Cricket Ccuncil) Knockout
tournament with a captain's
innings of 96 ot out.

He shared a third-wicket
partnership stand of 150 runs
with Hitesh Mod{ who made 42
before he was dropped by Ste-
ven Wright off the bowling of
Niel Ferreira.

Batting first 011 a moist
wicket, Zimbabwe's innings
were built on Barney Ropgers,

who batted well for his half-
century (74) with asisistance
from Charles Coventiy who
added 62 runs in the fifth:
wicket partnership.

South Africa beat Uganyla by
two runs to take third place in
the play-off.

Rajshahi soccer

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Sept 11: Ra-
Jjshahi Mayor Cup football com-
yetition kicked-off today at the

ajshahi Govt College play-
ground.

Manu Sporting Club, Amba-
gan Club and Reliance Club

won thelr respective matches in
the Iinaugural day.

In the first match Manu
Sporting Club defeated the
Heaven Club 1-0. Soliel netted
the goal.

In the second match, Amba-
gan Club defeated Turken Shah
‘A" 5-1. Ceaser and Sujan
scored two goals each for the
winners while Suman netted
the only goal for the losers.

Rellance defeated Tarun

angha 1-0 in the third match.

Anwar scored the lone %l;al.

Earller Rajshahi City Mayor
inaugurated the tournament.

HANDBALL

Rajshahl defeated Chapal-

nawabganj 32-3 in the Rajshalil
handball

Divisional women's
competition at the Chapal-
nawabganj Stadium yesterday.
Mona scored the higl
oals followed by nine
appa, eight by Rita.

The Bangladesh
Cricket Board
(BCB) has singled
out WorldTel to
negotiate further
on the sale of its
television and Internet rights tor
next live vears

The America-based TV pro-
duction company emerged as
the highest bidder, revealed
BCB president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury yesterday following
an emergency meeting of the
Board. Saber is however hope-
ful of finalising the deal by
September 20.

Five companies responded (o
the Test newcomers' offer, the
last date of which was August
25. The four other bidders were
Trans World International,
World Sports Group, Cricinfo
and Satview Media Group of
Company.

Although a newspaper re-
ported that the Satview Media
Group offered Taka 240 crore
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WorldTel singled out

Five-year deal to be finalised by Sept 20

Sports Reporter

for all the rights i:woh*tn%
Baugladesh crir:t;ct. the Boarc
did not consider the local com-
pany's offer on grounds of its
'unknown' credentials. "The
Board felt it does not have the
credentials needed for this high
profile job.,” Saber told the jour-
nalists at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium In the after-
nooi.
The Board appears ambi-

tious in its drive for earing
Taka one hundred crore from
the sale of TV-Internet rights
and other bponsuralllph in next
five years, "That is the goal we

are aiming for In next five
years,” Saber saild.
Without revealing the

amount offered by WorldTel, he
sald, "They made the highest
bid while the second next offer
came from the TWI.”

The BCB boss however de-
clined to disclose the difference
between the offer of the two.
“We can not disclose® it unless

‘internationally

we reach an agreement. We
have selected WorldTel only for
further negotiations, If we fail to
reach an agreement, then we
would turn to TWI. We would
sit with TWI only if it matched
the offer of WorldTel.” he said.

“We have certain termms and
conditions which we would like
to spell out to the WorldTel. We
want them to submit a mini-
mum bank guarantee of an
reputed bank.
Besides, we will also discuss on
the aspect of revenue amounts
and other related matters.

The Board is also of the
opinion to put a clause in the
contract so that the would-be
company shares its rights for
the sake of mass access to the

followers' of the game across
the world.
“We will try to take some

part of the Internet rights from
them and give it to the Cricinfo
because of their expertise in
this field,” sald Saber.

Tough da

Title contenders
Muktijoddha Sa-
ngsad Krira Cha-
kra had a disap-

1iest 10
from

[N pointing outing
— yvesterday in the
Nalio Bank Premier League
as they were forced into a tie-

breaker by a resolute Farash-
ganj Sporting Club at the Ban-
gabandhu National Stadium
vesterday

The all reds eventually maii-
aged a 7-6 win in the shoot-out
to run away with two valuable
points. The regulation 90 min-
utes had ended 1-1. Farashganj
on the other hand got one
point.

The
sider

old towners may con-
themselves unlucky as

wileyaliad made all the running
;r-ir%the match against their more

urful opponents.

Farashganj, who had looked
the better organised side from
the beginning of the match.
took a deserving lead in the
33rd minute. After winning a
loose ball on the edge of the left
hand post, Mithu dodged past
Hasan-Al Mamun before re-
leasing a powerful shot that
thudded into the net following a
wicked deflection off Muktijod-
dha central defender Rajani(l-
0)

Farashganj appeared to be
running away with their slender
advantage before Tushar spared
Muktijoddha's blushes. The
diminutive midfielder let loose a
spectacular side-volley from 25
vards out that rocketed into the
upper left corner of the net giv-
ing no chance to Farashganj
custodian Dhanu(1-1).

Interestingly this was the
only realistic chance of the
game for a totally out of sorts
Muktijoddha.

However a shock for the big
spenders was always on the
cards, as they had no one o
orchestrate play from the mid-
field and desperately lacked
firepower infront in the absence
of Indian ace IM Vijayan

They had given a glimpse of

at office

oports Reporter

their frailty in their previous
match against Brothers Union.
Only an injury time strike from
Asif enabled them to escape
with a 1-0 victory on that occa-
sion.

Farashganj had a wonderful

chance to force an upset but
Polash missed a sitter from
point-blank range in the 74"

ninute
I'he match irrevocably rolled

or Muktis

into tiebreaker after Polash
missed the sitter, putting the
most expensive player of the
scason and national custodian
Aminul to prove his worth for
Muktijoddha under the bar.
Aminul however had could
do little in the shoot out as
Frashganj matched Muktijod-
dha in converting all the five
kKicks. In the sudden death
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Muktijoddha midfielder LIIDH (R) leaps to head the ball
against two Farashganj players during their National Bank
Premier Division Football League at the Bangabandhu Na-

tional Stadium yesterday.
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Usha survive Ajax assault

Amir keeps Abahani smiling

Saleem Amir's
first half goal kept
Abahani Krira
(Chakra’'s hopes of
a4 runners-up spot
alive when they
earned a  hard-fought 1-0 vic-
lnry  over newcomers Sonali
Bank i the Green Delta Pre-
mier Division Hockey League

AL EFM RAJA ..

return le
Bhasanl Stadium veste rclay,

The Pakistani
scored the all-important
from a short-corner nine
utes into the first session.

. hattrick

(]

clash at the Maulana

defender
g'htl
FILin -

Sports Reporter

In their previous meeting the
sides played out a 1-1 draw.

Abahani raised their tally to
23 points from ten matches
one more than Usha Krira
Chakra who came from two
goals down to overhaul bottom-
placed Ajax Sporting Club 5-3
in the other match of the day,

Holders Mohammedan
Sporting Cli * " ave a maximuin
30 points from ten matches.

USHA-AJAX

When star-studded Usha

took to the field they expected
weaker
taken

an easy sall apgainst
opposition. But were
aback when Ajax with one point
so far In the league,
twice inside fifteen minutes.
Aleem, the tall foriner Pakl-
stan Olymplan,

nice field goal after 13 minutes,

Usha then turned the match

on its head.
Asif. the former
centre forward reduced

patriot Saqlain brought
being fed by Asif.

1 the second

while Saqlain then
two

minute to seal the victory.

In between, Aleem managed
to complete his hattrick from a

|

/

scored

put Ajax ahead
In the second minute and then
doubled his tally again from a

Pakistan
the
arrears with a short corner in
the 25th minute while his com-
the
scores level a minute later after

sesslon,
Shuvo put Usha in front from a
short corner in the 37th minute
slammed
goals In the 57th and 58th

short corner in the 46th min-
ute,

TODAY’S MATCHES

Premier Division
Mariner YC v Farashganj SC (4
)
irst Division
Victoria SC v Dhaka Wanderers
(2:15 pm)

Arambagh
edge Badda

Sports Reporter

A 12th minute strike from
striker Mujibur Rahman Ritu
was enough for Arambagh to
earn full points in their Na-
tional Bank Premier Division
football league encounter
against Badda Jagarani

at - the  Bangabandhu
tional Stadinm yeste rday,

Arambagh are now in fourtl
spot in the league table having
collected five points from three
outings. Badda meanwhile are

sharing the -sixth spot with
Brothers Union.,

PCB chief takes
back time limit

KARACHI, Sept 11 (Internet
report): The Pakistan Cricket
Board has withdrawn its Sep-
tember 29 deadline for the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India to finalise its winter tour
of Pakistan.

PCB chairman Taugir Zia
sald, the deadline has been
withdrawn but BCCI chief A C
Muthiah has been requested to
convey the decision of the In-
dian government at the earliest.

Zia spoke to a website upon
his return from Dubai where lLie
had gone to attend a meeting of
the Asian Cricket Foundation.
Zia said he had told Muthiah
about Pakistan's eagerness to
host India this winter.

"We have withdrawn the
deadline, but would like to
know the Indian government's
decision so that we can make
alternative arrangements, if
necessary,” the PCB chairman
said.

Zia, who is also the presi-
dent of the Asian Cricket Coun-
cil, rejected suggestions that
the continent was on the verge
of being divided and Pakistan
pushed into isolation,

"The impression is totally
false. The Asian countries are
still very much united.” Zia said
from Mangla. He added: "If the
Asian countries have to move
forward, it has to be a united
effort. Besides, no one would
gain by isolating the other.

'In fact, India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka are very keen to as-
sist Bangladesh. We had a very
productive meeting in Dubdl
ZAia'safd. "

With Sri Lanka gunning 'for
the ACC chief's post with the
assistance of India and Bangla-
desh, Pakistan feel threatened
of being isolated, but Zia said
there were no such fears.

"Saber Hossain Chowdhun
(the Bangladesh cricket chief)
has proposed a reciprocal se-
ries in case India did not tour
Pakistan. He has suggested a
series comprising two Tests and
three one-dayers. It only re-
flects that the relations are
pretty fine," Zia said.

The PCB chairnnan said the

Na-

International Cricket Council
will be releasing funds for the
development of the game in

Asia, a week after the conclu-
sion of the ICC Knock-out
tournament in Kenya. He said
the PCB had received the ICC
letter before he left for Dubai.

Saurav shocked
at Wasim claim

From Our Correspondent

CALCUUTA, Sept 11: Wasimn
Akram's latest comment that
India does not want to play
aﬁaiust Pakistan because it is
raid of losing has surprised
the Indian captian Saurav gan-

guly.

In an interview to a ver-
nacular daily in Calcutta from
Lancashire, Ganguly hhas

stated. "I am surprised that an
intelligent cricketer like Wasini
Akram could have made such a
comment. I do not know about
the past. However, in the last
three-four years that 1 have
been playing we have defeated
Pakistan in England, Australia.
Toronto and even in Pakistan
So | have no idea as to why
Akram made such a comment.”

Ganguly in fact s shocked
simply because to him Akram is
the best bowler that he has
played. "I have played most ol
the fast bowlers. To me, Akramn
is the greatest. So it is all the
more surprising as to how an
intelligent person like him could
make such a comment.”

(xnnlmnut h ¢

. . R tﬁ .
action during vewlerdm S G:een Delta Premier

- g

Division Hockey League encounter between Ajax and Usha

at the Maulana Bhasani National Stadium.

—star photo

/

: |

J

Days toac

BAYWATCH! Brazil beach volleyball player Adriana leaps fo hit the ball while teammate Shelda looks
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DEPENDABLE NOTE
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The Greatest Ritual of Sports

on during a practice session at Bondi Beach in Sydney yesterday.

SYDNEY, Sept 11
. (AP): A Camnadian
i water polo plaver
| says she's hon-
| oured to have
joined the crowd
of athletes posing nude for
magazine previews of the Olym-
plcs
Waneek Homm-Miller ap-
peared on the cover of the Ca-
nadian edition of Time maga-
zine last week holding a water
polo ball and wearing only an
eagle feather in her black hair.
“It's a trend at these Olyin-
pics,” Horm-Miller said Monday.
US swimmer Jenny Thomp-
son posed recently for Sports
[llustrated wearing just the
botton of a stars-and-stripes
bathing suit, her hands strate-
gically covering her breasts.
Several Olympians from
Australia also have stripped off
for the camera, appearing in
Black and White magazine's
'Sydney Dream  edition in May.

KICKING
THEMSELVES

The players who had been
expected to be the biggest stars
at the Olympic mens soccer
tournament won't be kicking a
ball in Australia.

Nwankwo Kanu,

BRT.S

Nigeria’'s

standout player in its gold-
medal run four years ago at

. Atlanta, put club before counin

this time and is staying put to
play for England’s Arsenal.

“l love to play for my father-
land, my country,” Kanu said.
“But I helped us win the Olym-
Bic medal four years ago and.

ecause of my commitments
with my club, 1 decided it was
not quite right to leave Arsenal

for so long and try to achicve
sometliin I had already
achieved before.”

Brazils Romario may be a
World Cup star, but coach
Wanderley Luxemburgo skipped
over him in favour of a young
squad. |

Australia’s hopes for a gold
medal on home turf were ex-
pected to be led by Harry Kew-
ell. But he underwent Achilles’
tendon surgery last week after
being sidelined for the first five
Egmea of the English season for

eds United.

ON THE COURT

Fresh from her victory in
mixed doubles at the US Open,
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario was
back on the tennis court Mon-
day, ready to try to add to her
collection of Olympic medals.

Sanchez-Vicario  practiced

AFP PHOTO

withi her brother and coach

Emilio Saunchez at a tennis
centre in Svdnev. The Speurish

plaver already has won four
Olvupic medals - a bronze in
singles and a silver. in doubles
al Barcelona in 1992, and a
silver in singles and a bronze in
doubles at Atlanta in 1996.
UNWANTED GUESTS

Three women who appar-
entlv work as prostitutes found
their way into the pub at the
Olympic Village where journal-
ists are staying while covering
the games.

Police "are conducting an in-
quiry into how they got in,” said
Geoffrey Bennun, manager of
the media village. “You can be
sure that this won't be hap-
pening again.

The three women mixed with
journalists early Monday at the
24-liour pub on the grounds of
the guarded village. distributing
business cards for an escort
SCAVICE.

The women sported guest
passes. obtainable only by
sponsorship from a registered
guest, Bennun said. He did not

disclose the affiliation of l'ht‘)

media representative who
signed them in.
The women have been

barred from the village.

Ausstes left with no option

1 PN SYDNEY, Sept 11

IAFP): The seem-
| “

ingly impregnable
Grd Jutch wall stands
R e :n” the
1 Q0

way as
1 Australia strive to

reniovs |In

best mui's

unwanted tag of the

field hockey team
not to have won an Olympic
gold.

The kookaburras, who have
won the World Cup once and
the Champions' Trophy seven
times, just can't seem to lay
their hands on the most cov-
eted title in the sport despite a

op-four finish in seven of their
last eight Olympic appearances

The men’s failure to win the
gold, in sharp contrast to their
all-conquering female counter-
parts, Is one of field hocKkey's
enduring mysteries.

So worrled was coach Terry

Walsh of his wards' mental
block, he Invited Australia's
inspirational World Cup-

winning cricket captain Steve
Waugh to lecture them on moti-
vation.

"Steve's an Idol for most of
us, hearing him has made us
even more desperate 1o suc-
ceed,” sald sKipper Michael
York, preparing }‘or his fourth
Olympics.

Playing on their home turf in
Sydney gives the Aussies a
chance to better their silver at
Barcelona in 1992 and a bronze
in Atlanta four years ago —
provided the Dutch don’t come
in the way.

The Netherlands are the un-

disputed champions of the
modern game, having added the
World Cup and Champions'
Trophy titles to their (first

Olympic gold won in Atlanta.
Fresh from their victory in

the elite six-nation Champions

Trophy at home in Amstelveen

in June, the Dutch are the
team to beat at Sydney.
Coach Maurits Hendriks.

however, refuses to take victory
for %mmed

don't think we are the fa-
vourites,” he said. "There are
three or four teams which stand
an equal chance of winning."

Hendriks only confirmed the
widespread belief that this
could be the most open hockey
competition ever at the Olym-
IIIII.'.‘\.

Even rank outsiders Can-
ada, the Pan American champi-
ons returning to the Games
after 12 years, will fancy their
chances after trouncing Atlanta
silver-medalists Spain 4-2 and
::’; (I) during a European tour in
JIULLY.

The formidable European
challenge at Sydney includes
two-time champions Germany,
Britain and resurgent Poland,
who came through the qualifi-

ers at Osaka in March for their '

first Olympic appearance in 20
years.

The continental tug-of-war
continues as past masters Asia
altempt to stop the Europeans
from taking home their fourth
successive gold.

South Korea, the only Asian

team at the Champions' Trophy
this vear. have emerged [rom
the shadow of India and Paki-
stant o pose  the strongest
chiadlenge from the region.

The tough-tackling Koreans.
who were filth at Atlanta. recov-
ered from the shock of conced-
ing the Asian Games crown 10
India two years ago to finish a
creditable third at the Champi-
ons' Trophy.

Pakistan, forced to FO
through the qualifying route for
the first time, showed signs ©
resurgence by “winning the
seven-nation Azlan Shah tour-
nament in Malaysia in January.

A second-place finish behind
Spain at the Osaka qualifiers
was. however, no mrlsnlatiml
for a nation that won the Olym-
pic gold thrice and the World

Cup an unprecedented fou
times.
India, who won the last uf

their record eight Olymplc
at the western-boycotted 05‘
cow Games in 1980. see a re-
vival after winning the Asian
Games title and securing wins
over Australia and Germany
earlier this year.

Their recent Olympic record
— fifth at Los Angeles, sixth at
Seoul, seventh at Barcelona
and eighth at Atlanta — may
not inspire confidence, but
captain Dhanraj Pillay is opti-
nistic,

This team has the potential
10 win,” the three-time Olym-
plan said. "I have never felt so
confident before.”

X




