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SKOP to enforce
48-hr rail-road
barricade from

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
Sramik Karmacharit Oikyva

Parishad (SKOP) will enforce a

48-hour rail-road barricade |
programme  from  tomorrow
demanding mplementation of
the agreement signed with the
government.

The agreement includes an-
nouncement ol ro Ao e
wages, cancellation of privati-

sation process and reopening ol
all closed mills

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhul-
van in a statement yesterday
expressed solidarity with the
SKOP-called Dbarricade pro-
gramine

Bhuiyan criticised the gov-

ernment for not implementing
the agreement

He urged the government 1o
accept the demands of the
SKROP without further delay

Haroon's election
formality
Star Report
The government's intention
to have its ‘own man Yuasul
Abdullahh Haroon elected unop-
posed president of FBCCI has
succeeded at last as the Elec-
tion Board found the nomina-

tion paper of liis lone contender
invalid

Now, it is a mere formality to
declare Haroon President of the
Federation ol Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) for the next
two years

The FBCCI Election Board
yvesterday declared the nomina-
tion paper of Aminul Haq, the
lone contender of Haroon, inva-

lid on the ground that it carried
a wrong voter number of the
candidate and the post he
wanfed to vie for was not men-
tioned correctly

However. Aminul Haq al-
leged that it was ‘pre-planned’
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Judiciary on
Trial!

By Ali Ahmed
Ziauddin
Supplementary
Report of
Hamoodur
Rahman
Commission:
Some Relevant
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Page 4

Supplement

One page supplement
on “The Role of
Financial Oversight
Functions in
Bangladesh’ on
Page 10

Sun
Sets

Sun Rises

Sept 10 6-07 pm

5-44 am

Loept 11

Prayer Timings

September 10

e e —

2 Azan Lnnaal
J Fajr .T 4- i 5-05
' Zohr | 12- .1r M 1:15
| AST . 4. 45 | ”p-HH'
' Maghrib | 6-12 | 6-17
Esha | 800 | H 30

Source: Is !umn .‘uumfu”-rfr

— . T — =0

Musharraf didn’t turn

up to meet Hasina

PM’s

YORK.

s speech

"':nr'Iﬂ Y A
meeting between
Prime Minister Sheikhh Hasina
and Pakistan chiel executive
General Pervez Musharral did
not take place as the military
ruler did not turn up at the
venue in the UN I'H‘iidillh'lrtl‘fk
vesterday, reports UNB
" Brefing newsmen at the UN
Plaza Hotel in the evening, For-
eign Secretary CM Shall Sami
said Pakistan sought resched-
uling of the meeting from
ﬂ.:mgl:uh:sil side. But that was
difficult as Prime Minister Ha-
sina was constrained by her
tight schedule.
Responding to a
questions regarding
reasons be hind the cancella-
tionn of the meeting by Paki-
stan, Sami said Pakistan side

NEW
scheduled

'l.'nllt‘ju. ol
possible

but Bangla-
l‘t‘]]l’f‘m"nt.l -

did not cancel ft,
desh's permanent

tive to the UN Anwarul Kariin
Chowdhury took It as a sur-
prise development.

“We are not sure what the
reasons are but it came as a
surprise.” Chowdhury told re-
porters.

Asked whether the Prime

Minister's hard-hitting remarks
on illegal capture of power and
war crimes in her address to
the UN Security Council
prompted General Musharral to
stay away from the meeting,
the Foreign Secretary said her
speech was not directed against
any particular country.

In her speech at the UNSC
on Sept 7, Hasina called for
action against unconstitutional
capture of power by military

at UN hurts Pak military ruler?

regimes.

Diplomatic sources hinted
that Prime Minister Hasina's
harsh word against military

takeover in any member state ol
the UN might have offended the
Pak military ruler.
Hasina-Musharral meeting
was set at the request of the

Pakistani military ruler who
took over power last year over-
throwing the elected govern-
ment of Nawaz Sharif

Shafi Saml was not sure
about the possibility of this
forsaken meeting to take place
in the near future.

When asked 1If Bangla-

desh's efforts to defuse tension
in South Asia suffered a |olt
following this, Sami could not
give any specific answer

See page 11 col7

BNP threatens

1O pardlyse country

Withdraw ‘false’ case
against Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP leaders vesterday
warmed that they would “para-
lyse the country” if the “false

and conspiratorial” case against
party Chairperson Khaleda Zia
and other leaders is not with-
drawn immediately

The case relating to pur-
chase ol two Airbus aircraft for
Biman is “false. fabricated and
politically motivated™ and has
been filed to mislead the people
as the oust-government move-
ment got momentum, they said
at a public meeting at Paltan
Maidan in the city

The city BNP organised the
rallv with its president Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP in the chaii
to protest filing of the case.

Scared by Khaleda Zia's

| popularity and unity of opposi-

tion parties, the Awami League
govermment filed the case to
tarnish her hnage, create a rift

in the alliance and cover up the
“misdeeds and corruption” ol
its leaders and activists, they
alleged. But their conspiracy
will not succeed, they said.

They said that the then
prune minister and the finance
minister gave their consent for
purchase of the aircralt alter
the committees and sub-
committees concermned com-
pleted the whole process law-
fully.

BNP Standing Comunittee
member Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury claimed the government of
Sheikh Hasina filed the case
after it became sure that it
would not get more than 20
seats in the next parliamentary
polls

"They have been hatching
conspiracies and will continue
tc do so to . cluig to power. Bult

See page 11 col 7
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pull out

By Sports Reporter

ngl wdesh will play their
first ever Test and one-day se-
ries against Pakistan early next
year if India refuse to tour Paki-
stan in December.

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board has agreed in principle to
play a home and away series at
a meeting with General Taugqir

Zia, the president of Pakistan
Cricket Board, in Sharjah
Board General-Secretary Sved

Ashraful Huq, who attended the
Asian Cricket Foundation
meeting on September 6 and 7
along with the PCB boss, re-
vealed this to the press on his
arrival from the Gulf state.
‘We're still hopeful that India
will go to Pakistan for the sake
of cricket. But if they don't,
Baugladesh aud Pakistan will

I
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Atal Behari Vajpayee in
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testseries | BB probe finds SABINCO

flouting regulations

By M Shamsur Rahman

Bangladesh Bank has found
gross anomalies, including ex-
tending loans in foreign curren-
cies in the operation of Saudi-
Bangladesh Industrial and Ag-
ricultural Investment Company
Limited (SABINCO)

A special central bank in-
vestigation in April this vyea:
revealed that almost 65 per
cent of the loans disbursed by
the company have been de-
faulted. Terming such a huge
amount of default “critical™ for
the future of the company. the
central bank inspectors sug-
gested forinulation of a recoven
c.l{ 11011 ]llrill (O Héil‘-.';l@_[t* the com-

pany.

The chairman of the com-
pany is currently in the city to
chair a board meeting today

and |s expected to approve a
statement far the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) clarifving the posi-

lion of the
The
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Family members of Bangalee settlers slain on Sept 9. 1996
by the then Shantibahini at Pakuakhali in Bnp:uu hhari
upazila of Rangamati brought out a procession in the city
yesterday. They were demanding publication of the probe

report and trial of the killers

— Star photo

2 killed as PCP
groups clash in

Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, Sept 9:
Two tribesmen were killed and
two others critically injured
here today in a clash between
two rival groups of tribal youths
linked to local domination and
extortion at Bitu Karbari Para
at Panchhari in the district,
reports BSS

Security officials said the
casualties came in nearly an
hour's gunfight between the two

groups of Pahari Chhatra
Parishad supporting and op-
posing the 1998 landmark
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
peace agreement

They said Arun Bikash
Chakma, 27, and Jatla
| Chakma, 25. both belonging to
| the anti-peace accord _11r¢“i||[1r.
died on the spot

Security was tightened in

the area.

~in Chittagong

| From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONCG. Sept 9: Two
persons were gunned down in
separate Incidents at Rauzan

and Sandwip thanas in the
district last night
Unidentified gunmen shot

Arif Billah to death at Kadolpur
village under Rauzan thana at
.lrnmul 8 pm while be was go-
g to a neighbouring house
ln: al [unph said that l']li‘ mis-

¢ page 1] col 3
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act savs that

comply

with this provision. Its balance

sheet shows that in 1999 SA.
BINCO transferred Tk 1.37
crore o reserves lnstead of Tk
4.59 crore as required

The probe also found the
company to have extended and

realised loans in foreign cur-

rency in violation of the act

The act allows SABINCO
only to finance businesses and
restricted it from getting in-
volved in any import-export or
retail-wholesale businesses
But the company was found to
be directly managing two proj-
ects namely Bangladesh Cat

Fish and Saudi-Bangla Fish
b 1

| e report further said that
the company had exceeded the
permissible limit in investing in
shares of other companies in
violation ol Section IlJ flf the

See page 11 col 4
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Frequent strikes worry forelgn
investors, traders in Ctg

[I”[T'\*r{]\-‘l ."‘1!'[11 9 [.Hl'
eign investors and local busi-
nessmen  here have become

worried due to frequent strikes
and labour agitation

‘We are concerned pro-
duction and export hampered
due to frequent strikes when
rates of absentees were high in
our factories” CS Sohn Manag-
ing Director of Korean company
Youngone Corporation at CEPZ
said while talking to this corre-
spondent

“During strike we face prob-
lem in doc mmnlm[mn and
shipment of consignments as
banks, customs, port and other
offices concerned do not oper-
ate. Our employees and work
ers face trouble to reach facto-

as

ries’ Sohn said. "I apprehend

that unrest would rise as ele

tion is nearing™ he commented
Youngone has nine indus-

tries in ("Ili!l.lgnug Export Proc-
essing Zone (CEPZ) with a total
investment of over BO million
US dollars. It has employed
about 17,000 employees and
workers. It produces shoes,
sports wear and leather goods.
CEPZ sources said that the
recent labour unrest in 11 towel
factories there forced the own
ers to Incur hu losses. Over
7.000 workers thn\'P] factorics
at CrpZ. agitantion re-
cently demanding higher wages
and reinstatement an |5 work-

shagel

From Nurul Alam
ers. the sources said
Former president of Chit

tagong Chamber of
and Industry Kamal Uddin
The unrest prevail-
to strikes and la-
bour agitation is posing a threat

med said
ing here due

to inflow of foreign investment

Frequent work stoppage
Chittagong port due to

unrest allects export-import
and discourages our foreign
buyers. Local politics and ri
valry were behind most of the
strikes”, Kamal said. The go
ernment should come forward
to improve the situation, he

added
Chalrmian of

Agents Association Tarek Anis
Ahmed said ships calling at
Chittagong port incur 3000-
10,000 US dollars demurrage

Tk 80000 snatched

the

from trader
in city

By Staff Correspondent

Armed gang
80,000 in {dHTI
while he was
at  Golapbagh
polic
clay
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Chairman of Chittagong port
Commodore C:olamm Rabbani
said “"We are d]lilfr‘il'u‘illll a

severe congestion at the port if

the spree of strikes and labour
unrest continue.

he latest strike in the port
city was on Thursday. It was
called by the local unit of All
Party Action Council (APAC)
demanding releas of Mufti
Ezharul Islam Convenor of
[slami Oikya Jote (10J). Chit-
tagong unit

On August 24, a dav-long
strike was enforced in the city
by SKOP demanding reopening
of the towel factories at CEPZ
and reinstatement of 15 work-
ers

On August 23 a half-day
hartal was observed as part of a
conntmwids |1 ARt alled
by the opposition alliance l‘T"
testing killing of a pro-BNP
ver in Dhaka

On A st 21 Chittagong
port was totally paralysed by a
dochers' strike. On the day be-
for transport owners and
workers observed a dav-long

transport sirike here to protesl

price hike of fuel

On august 7. a hall-day
hartal was enforced here pro-
festing attack b terrmrists on

Jativa Party city unit president
Jahangir Alam

|

Straw, Nasim
hold talks
today

British Secretary of State for
Home Affairs (Home Minister)
Jack Straw MFP arrived in
IJI:aka vesterday, evening on a
two-day official visit to fgang]m
desh, reports BSS.,

Home Minister Mohammad

Nasim received the British
Minister at Zia International
Mr|mrt
Jack Straw Is a senior cabli-
net minister in Tonv Blair's
government ﬂ
Official talks between the

British Minister and his Bang-
ladesh counterpart Nasim will
be held at the Secretariat today.

>traw will call on Leader of
the Opposition Khaleda Zia.
Chief Justice Latifur Rahman
and exchange views with the
representatives of civil society
and other prominent figures of
the country

Besides, he will also briefly
attend a Human Rights and
Prison Management Course, to
be jointly organised by Penal
Reform International (PRI) and

Bangladesh Legal Aid and
>ervices Trust (BLAST).
Officials of the Home. For-

eign and Commonwealth offices
in the United Kingdom are ac-
companying Straw.

Soon after his arrival, straw
met a group of elite from Sylhet
and attended a reception at the
residence of British High Com-
missioner David Carter.

JAe Britishh  miinister  will
address g press conlerence
prior to his r1f'u:*' ire for Lon-
Ii J 1 t]' L\-\ e\
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Rab murder

Shanu’s brother
Chhoton held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 9: Police ar-
rested Azizur Rahman Chhoton
at Khalis pur vesterdan
noomn in nnection with
Killing S M A Ral

\ I+l mon WwWwas namel Dy

iter-

the

Rangu as ont
younger brother ol
rorist Golam Mowla Shanu
cused in Jubo League

ictivist Shahidul Islamn Liton
murder case Shanu WAas
chargesheeted in the case

Liton was gunned down in
police custodv near the i
court, Khulna last vear

Chhoton was !-ll‘.i'“ o N
marnd for five davs todav for
interrogation With Chhoton
the number of arrests in Rab
Murder ( stands at six. Five
others are Rangu, James, Mo
taleb, Javed and Sentu

Javed and Sentu
disclose the names of g
involved in the
kill Rab

1S 1ne ler-
the

1llalll Al

iSe

t‘lrr‘ ‘I*-? TI"J
dfather
-ﬂ‘[l*-:,."ljcl \ 1O

One of the 13-member spe-
cial team of KMP oflicials today
said. Chhoton is also one of the
chargesheeted accused in Liton
Murder Case

Meanwhile Rab Smriti
Parishad and a whip faction of
Awami League, Jubo League
and Chhatra League will jointh
bring out a procession to be
followed by a rally tomorrow to
press home their demands for
arresting Killers and master-

i

minds of the murder

Dacoits loot
Tk 4 lakh

By Staff Correspondent

Armmed robbers took away
cash and valuables worth aboul
Tk 4 lakh fromm a house at

Rampura under Khilgaon thana
inn the city in the early hours of
today., police said.

\ccording to the FIR lodged
with police. dacoits entered the
residence of one Alamgir HoOS-
sain at about 3:30 am breaking
a window

The miscreants confined the
inmates in a room angl took
away the cash and valnables at
g point

| lowever arrested
last

1O AWaAS
Il:i. ‘L\'TIIIH}L ul |t|i.-» |11-.:I'[
night

Boral’s relatives

, fe cllnsecur

Masked armed men
pull down black

ﬂagsmCluta]marl

From Quazi Amanullah

KHIULNA. .“ivr'iut 2. Masked
men entered Into  villages of
Mollaliat and Chitalinari thanas
did pulled down black flags
hoisted in protest of killing of
Kalidas Boral and banners
demanding Arrest and
exemplary punisiunent of the
killers

Terming the act as one in
tatal disregard for the will of the

wople, supporters of Boral.
lave renewed their pledge to
[ace the challenge of those

Opposing the movement against

the murder of whom they
iermed  as thes undisputed
leader of Bagerhat- )

constitiiency.

A group of armed men have
Created a riotous situation at

Mollahat  and Chitalmarl by
attacking the lhiouses of the
svinpathizers of Boral who

ralsed slogans against Sheikh
Helal, MP, the prime minister’s
cousin., and hurled not only
insolent remarks at him., but
also shoes and rubbish, n
presence of the Home Minister
al  the condolence meeting
attended by thousands of men
and worinen The flasco
compelled Sheikh Helal to quil
the podium

Minorities of Chitalmart are

allegedly being targeted by
terrorists  after the  incldent
Kalipada Mondal. Tarakanath
and a former member ol

Chitalmart UP were rouglhicd ap
See page 11 col 6
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