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SPORTS TALK

(Former West Indies vice-

captain]
I"U' the selectors feel [ can

play a part, then I feel I can play
for another three or four years
and help the youngsters come
through.”

005[ sports

HiZZ KID

Competition-135

n/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Dhily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Septl5, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Whoscored the first hattrick
in this year's Fed Cup
football?

Kitu

Tanveer

Kanchan

L‘Z Who is Pakistan’'s cricket

team captain?
Wasim Wagqa

Vol

3| Who is the captain of
Bangladesh cricket team?

Aminul Akram Naimur

4 | Whowon the AB Bank Men's
TT title?

Armaniiola

5| Who was voted Germanys
footballer-of-the-year in 2000?

1 Sammer

Biman

Varners

Renter

Kahn
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NOTICE
Due to some technicalitics
we could not hold the draw of
WHiZZ KID Competition-135
last night. It will now be held
on September 15— Sports
Editor

Wessels wants
Middlesex post

LONDON, Sept 8: Former
South African captain Kepler
Wessels has revealed his inter-
est in taking over as coach of
English county side Middlesex
following the club’s decision to
remove Mike Gatting and lan
Gould. reports AFP.

Wessels is busy with media
work and a job with a security
firm In South Africa but he has
asked Middlesex to keep him
informed when they officially
advertise the position, he sald
on Thursday

"I am very heavily committed
business-wise in South Aflrica,
so It's a difficult situation”, said
the 42-year-old.

"All I've really done is asked
Middlesex that if they do adver-
tise the job to send me a copy of
the advertisement so see what
it's all about. ['ve made an in-
quiry, 1 wanted tq see what it
entails.”

Middlesex are expected to
put out a formal advertisement
within the next 10 days.

Arantxa tastes
SUCCESS

NEW YORK. Sept 8: Former

world number one Aranxta

Sanchez-Vicario of Spain won
doubles

the US Open mixe
here Thursday for the first time.
teaming up with American dou-
bles specialist Jared Palmer.
reports AFP.

The Spanish-American team
beat Russian Anna Kournikova
(a;nd Max Mimvi of Belarus 6-4,

-3.

This 1is Sanchez-Vicarlo's
14th overall Grand Slam title
(four singles, six women's dou-
bles and four mixed) but her
first this year. She lost in the

fourth-round of the singles
event to Nathalie Tauziatl of
France.
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I 'sdia Krira Chak-
ta recorded the
higgest win of the
season thrashing
Farashgan|
Sporting Club 12-
I In the lone Jirreu Delta Pre-
mier Division Hockey match at
the Maulana Bhasani Stadinm
yvesterday.,

Usha's Pakistani centre for-
ward Asil Bajwa and national
cdelfender Mamunur Rashid
struck four goals each while
Moududur aliman Shuvo
scored three oals. National
forward Rafiqul Islam Kamal
completed the goal-rush for the
winners who led the first half 8-
l While Indian forward
Sukhinder Walia grabbed a
consolation goal for Farashgan|

Alter suffering defeals
against holders Mohammedan
Sporting Club and Abahani,

Lisha vented their wrath againsl
Farashganj to begin their return
leg campaign on an impressive
Hote.

The result surpassed Mo-
hammedan’s 10-0 whitewash of
Ajax in the first round last
month.

When the teams first met
Usha managed a 3-2 victory
However on this occasion they
went on a eight-goal blitz in the

Sports Reporter

first half.

Skillful Asif Bajwa opened
the floodgates after only (wo
minutes,

The lanky Pakistani run
down the right and dodged past
four Farashgan] defenders be-
fore unleashing a shot past
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from vesterday's Green

Farashganj custodian Babu on
his right.

Bajwa then converted a
short-corner in the 18th minute
and scored two more In the
S54th and 61st minute,

The day though belonged to

See page 9

Delta Premier Division

Hockey League encounter between Usha KC and Farash-
gan) SC at the Maulana Bhasani National Stadium.

— Star photo

'Our hattles are just as intense

as England playmg Australia

Hasan Masood, back from BKSP

PaKistan
Mushtaq
Mohammad  still
hopes India will
tour his country
' in December
A fine all-rounder during his
plaving days Mushtaqg, who is
now in Dhaka along with four
other ex-Test cricketers to im-
part training under the Fast
Track Coaching scheme of the
International Cricket Council
Development Programme, also
said that India's reluctance
would not only do harm to the
sport in general but more im-
portantly deprive millions of
cricket lovers in the subconti-
nent of watching their heroes in
action

‘I hope that India will agree
to come to Pakistan because it's

Former
captain

good for cricket. Both teams
need to play regularly in order
to keep their ancient rivalry

going,” Mushtaq told The Daily
Star Sport at Bangladesh Krira
Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP) on
Thursday.

“But if it doesn’t take place.
Bangladesh should get an op-
portunity to play a Test series
against us (Pakistan).”

The wily Pakistani
scored 3643 runs in 57

who
Tests

with ten centuries between
1958-1979, also sald that
plaving against India is the
dream of every Pakistani crick-
eter.

“In a way our battles are just
as intense as England playing
Australia. There is no love lost
between them. Usually India-
Pakistan matches are made of
some special ingredients.”

India whose last tour was a

MUSHTAQ MOHAMMAD

Akram sees no hope

KARACHI, Sept 8
Famed all-roun-
tler Wasim Akramn
said Friday that
England stand no
chance in the up-
conling series against Pakistan
the tourists will find the
conditions tough,

'l think England stands no
chance in Pakistan and we can
easily beat them as the condi-
tions will be alien for the Eng-
lish players who are coming
after a gap of 13 years,” Akram,
35, told AFP

England's cricketers are due
in Pakistan in October to play
three Tests and three one-
davers.

"English players have their
limitations in this part of the
world and | think Sagqglain
Mushtaq holds the key for the
series,” Akram, one of two sur-
vivors from the controversial
1987-88 series, sald.

ljaz Ahmed is the only other
survivor of that infamous series
which was marred by a row
between then England captain
Mike Gatting and Pakistani
umpire Shakoor Rana in the
Faisalabad Test and which

as

the tour,

The current England team
has no survivors from that se-
ries

"Saqlain pgets seven eight
wickets in an innings for Surrey
in the English season and he
will be a tougher and different
bowler in Pakistanl conditions,”
he said.

“The Pakistan Board must
evaluate our strong points and

prepare spin tracks,” he said.

Akram = sald Saqlain
back-up  spinners Mushtac
Ahmed and Arshad Khan wil
ive Pakistan the winning com-
ination.

Pakistan beat England

wickets In

The former Pakistan captain
also said he is fit and available

for the October 3-15 ICC
Knockout Tournament in
Kenya

'l am enjoying cricket after
my performance in the Antigua
Test and in Sri Lanka," said
Akram, the only bowler to take
over 400 wickets in both Tests
and one-dayers.

Pakistan lost the Antigua
Test in May apgainst the West
Indies by one wicket with Ak-
ram taking 12 wickets in the
match.

Akram refused to comment
on the fine levied on him by
Justice Malik Mohammad
Qayyum’s report on match fix-
ing.

He and seven others all
punished in Qayyum's report --
were served summons by a high
court here on Tuesday:.

Akram also sald that he and
millions of cricket fans world-
wide wanted India to tour Paki-
stan despite *"» tense relation-
ship between uie two countries

decade ago will decide at the
end of this month whether to
accept an invitation to visit
Pakistan In December, though
the general feeling in Delhi sug-
gests the offer will be turned
down owing to the impasse over
the Kashmir issue.
Commenting on his second
irip to Bangladesh in four
months, Mushtaq said he found
the job of guiding the young-

. sters quite interesting. :

‘It was a great pleasure to
work with these young chaps
aged between 13 to 17. They all
are very talented. What we are
trying to accomplish here is
unearth at least two or three
plavers who will be assets to
the national team in future. I'm
sure Bangladesh cricket will
benefit from this programme,”
he said.

Mushtaq was full of praise
lor leg-spinner Ashraful, a
member of Bangladesh under-
|7 team.

"He is already in the na-
tional camp at such a tender
age. He bowls good leg-breaks
and is a verv useful middle-
order batsman. Another boy
who comes to mind is Shaon.
Thase boys are very promising,”
Mushtaq aclded

‘I am waiting for the Indian
team to come and they must

come for the sake of millions of

cricket fans."

India was to tour Pakistan
from December to February
2001 to play three Tests and
live one-day internationals.

_Its disappointing that sports
and politics are treated with the
same stick ... Cricket must go
on because it eases out tension
and promotes good relations.”
the former captain salid.

Pakistan toured India under
AKram in 1999 after a gap of 12
years and played three Tests
and a triangular tournament.

“We toured India in spite of
threats and an incident of pitch
digging in Dellhi and played for
the sake of fans," Akram said.

'l can't forget the standin
ovation of the Chennia meg
when we won there, it sug-
gested the people of both sides
want to see Pakistan-India
matches,"” he said.

Pakistan Cricket

See page 9

Board

nearly led to the cancellation of

England's weaknesses and then

anc

-0

in the 1987-88 series with leg-
spinner Abdul Qadir taking a
record 30
Tests.,

Akram's contribution in two
Tests was two wickets.

three

tional Stadium yesterday.

Badda Jagarani midfielder Nurul Islam (8) wins the hfﬂl
from Dhanmondi defender Hanif (L) during their Premier
Division football league encounter at the Bangabandhu Na-

~ Star photo

Youth booters
go down

Sports Reporter

The Bangladesh youth team
suffered a 3-1 defeat at the
hands of Oman In their second
{{ruup match in the Ninth Asian
nder-16 Football Champlon-
ship at the Danag Stadiwm in
Vietnam yesterday, according to
a fax received here last night.

The game was locked 1-1 in
the first sessfon. '

Bangladesh, who stunned
Kuwait 1-0 on Wednesday,
made an Impressive start when
Ui'zzal struck In the fourth min-
ute,

But the Gulf team got back
on level terms six minutes later
through Al-Bulishi.

Shikairl put the Omanis
ahead in the 66th minute. And
Azl sealed Bangladesh's fate
with an 85th minute strike.

Bangladesh will meet Iran
tomorrow before they face hold-
ers Thalland in their last Group
B encounter on September 12.

Bangladesh: Munna, Sira-
Jee, Kochi, Mohan, Ruku, Tare-
que, Polo, Sumon
(Kawsar/Masud), Uzzal
(Surat) and Dalim.

Badda blank
Dhanmondi

Sports Reporter
Badda Jagarani Sangsad
registered their first win in the
National Bank Premier Division
foothall league with a 2-0 win
over  promotees  Dhanmondi
Club at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadiuim yesterday:,
Forward Tanveer Chowdhury
and defender Riad Mahmud
scored a goal apiece for the
winners who led the first ses-
sion 1-0
Badda,

Tutul,

who suffered a 1-0

detear  against  Farashganj in
their league opener last Monday
dominated the match. :

lanveer puat Badda ahead

with a power  packed angular
shot after winning the ball from
a corner in the 24" minute.
Riad sealed Dhanmondi fate
with a 20-yard right footer in
the 76 minute after a brilliant
solo run down thie right flank.

In the other match of the
day, Abul Hasan scored a hat-
trick to guide Sadharan Bima
Krira Sangstha to an impressive
4-1 win over Shantinagar Club
in a First Division encounter.

Hasan scored in the 30", 40"
and 84 ginutes to become. the
first inan'in to hit a hattrick in
the First Division this season.
Mamun scored the other goal
for Bima in the 72™ minute.

Masud scored the consola-
tion goal for Shantinagar.

TODAY’'S MATCHES

Premier Division
Mohammedan SC v Rahmat-
%‘E}u_j MFS (5:30 pm)

enue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium)
First Division
Mirpur Chalantika v Wari Club
(3:30 pm)
(Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium)
YMC Fakirerpool v Muslim In-
stitute (4 pm)
(Venue: S&wr—e—ﬁang!u Na-
tional Stadium)

e b
Div IT badminton
begins today
Sports Reporter

The Sheltech Second Divi-
sion  Badminton League, or-
ganised by Bangladesh Bad-
minton Federation, begins at
the NSC wooden floor gymna-
sium at 5 this afternoon.

Tapan Chowdhury, the
chairman of sponsors Sheltech
Private Limiteci. will inaugurate
the eight-team league as chief

guest,
The participating teams
are: Sheikh Russell Mancha,

Kathal Bagan Badminton Club,
Jagarani Jubo San%'ha. Uttaran
Krira Sangha, Sha 1ha%}1 Bad-
minton Club, Mirpur Badmin-

| ton Club, Shuttlers Club and
|' Victoria Sporting Club.

King inquiry
winds up
next month

JOHANNESBURG, Sept B8:
The King Commission of inquiry
investigating  allegations  of

cricket corruption will finish its
work in October, officials said
today.

"We want to wrap it all up in
October and the final report
should take between a month
and six weeks to be made pub-
lic,” Commission secretary John
Bacon told Reuters,

The hearings are due to re-
sume on October 2.

The Comunission's lead ad-
vocate, Shamila Batohi, was
today named as the new head
of the KwaZulu-Natal branch of
the elite Scorpions police unit.
She is due to take up her new
position in November.

Johnny MSC’s
- -
chief coordinator
Sports Reporter

Imtiaz Sultan Johny has
been appointed chiel coordina-
tor of Mohammedan Sporting
Club's loothall team. says a
press release,

According to the release. the
foothall activities of the club will

be under direct supervision of
the former national defender.
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Usha run riot
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Canadian Emelie Heynsmen dives from the 10-metre

Olympic Aquatic Centre in Sydney yesterday.

TI'ardelli's young Italy

MELBOURNE,
\uistralia, Sept 8
| i.-\!i'PJ: Marco Tar-
& urd delli. the coach of

(}g’”f a talented Italian
¥~ | squad that is one
of the favourites for Olympie
loothall gold. is confident his
young lions are ready to step
into an intimidating Olympic
arena here next week.

The ltalians' clash with
hosts Australia is the pick of
the four matches which will
kick off the football tournament
on Thursday, two days before
the Games’ officially open.

.

-« ~ Fournament . director Peter .

Hu%g said Friday heé expected a
90,000 sellout crowd to pack
into Melbourne Cricket Ground
for the match.

Tardelli's men will be able to
count on some support from
Melbourne's large Italian com-
munity. But after months of
Olympic hype. the atmosphere
is still certain to be fiercely
partisan under the lights of the
glant MCG stadium.

"I have never played in or
coached a team in front of such
a big crowd,” admits the Italian
coach.

Jthe year

For many of his players,
most of whom have played the
bulk of their football in the
lesser glare of Serie B. Italy's
Second Division, the experience
will be unlike anything they
have ever encountered.

But Tardelli refuses to admit
o any nerves about how his
proteges will react.

“They are lucky to be in such
a situation,” he says. "They are
so proud to be here, 1 know
they will give full commitment."

With defending champions
Nigeria weakened by the with-
drawal of a number of top play-

p for the challenge

ers, including African player-of—
* Nwankwo ﬁgn‘“‘t'ﬁ";

delli believes the Australians
could provide the toughest op-
position in group A, which also
includes Honduras.

But he has no qualms about
facing the hosts in the first
match.

‘It could be good to have a
hard match to begin with." he
said. "It helps playvers to con-
centrate knowing that Australia
are a strong team. They won't
relax as they might against a
weaker team."

As a player, Tardelli provided

Stay on right track

Do you have any observation regarding sports and its manage-
mernt in Bangladesh? Do you feel certain issues need to be ad-
dressed before time runs out? Then, hurry up and send us your
burning questions, critical views and thoughtful suggestions not
in excess of 400 words. You may be the next contributor of our

Jjust introduced READERS' ZONE.

-- Sports Editor

Despite not having convine-
ing credentials under our belrs,
we got the opportunity to play
Test cricket only because of the
ICC policy of spreading cricket
across the world. We still feel

embarrassed whenever our
team play against any Test-
pla}rinf_ country or even a non
Test-playing country like
Kenva.

Should we remain in the
same place? NO, never. But,
the question (s how can we

grow up to that desired stan-
dard? Let's ponder a bit. Do we
have any good wicket? No. The
first thing we need is to have
/7/8 pgood wickets, Unless and
until we could make lively
wickets we should give uE the
hope of producing quality bowl-
ers as well as playing good
cricket. Unfortunately though.
we are good at playing with
wicket, not making wicket (the
clash between the Football Fed-
eration and Cricket Board). If
the sincerity is there, there will
be no problem in making plenty
of cricket grounds across the
country, The stadiums of Chit-
tagong, Rajshahi, Khulna,
Mymensing, Comilla can easily
be upgraded right away.

In most cases, our players
could not do better because of
their lack of basic knowledge.
We do bring coaches, but their
training could do a little help to
the participants as majority of
them has already reached at an
age where very few can learn a
new thing, let alone rectifying
any technical flaws, Without
proper foundation how can one
play better? A d number of
tiny cricketers now participate
in school level tournaments.
Selectors can pick players of
future from those tourmaments
and bring them under long-
terin coaching. Sponsors can
also play very vital role in the
development of cricket by set-
HHF up academies like MRF in
India.

If we really want to improve
our cricket, organisers can eas-
ily take those steps br prevail-
ing over their personal benefits.

It's unfortunate not to have
many dedicated and honest
organisers around. Otherwise,
hiow could a leader try to
snatch all the credits for Bang-

ladesh's elevation to Test
status? How a person with
minimum integrity tends to

forget the huge sacrifice of pre-
vious officials and the remark-
able efforts of present and for-
mer cricketers? 1 wonder when
we would be able get rid of this
culture. Had we been properly
educated and honest enough
situations like this could not
even arise.

When the BCB is in financial
crisis. what's the point of

wasting about Taka 25.00000
for an annual general meeting
in Cox's Bazar. It's our money.
which should not be used for
merryv-making. It should be
spent only when it is necessary.
We are scheduled to play our
first ever Test in the early No-
vember. It is already September

8 now, and we are not con-
vinced yet that the ground
(Bangabandhu National Sta-

diuum) would be returned 1o
cricket on time.

There is no doubt we have
achieved some successes. Still,
we have miles to go. I urge the
current cricket oflicials to be
rational. They should place the
country's interest above that of
their own. Refrain from blowing
your own trumpet as we're
watching who s doing what.

If the cricketers don't get
proper support from authori-
ties. they must take care of the
practices on their own. | be-
lieve, hard work and persever-
ance never go awry. | Kknow
some talented cricket players
who are addicted. Please don't
waste your time but use it for
your improvement. If we remain
on the right track, we would
turn into a force to be reckoned
with in a few years. | am eagerly
walting for that day.

Mahbubul Alam

19/14 Rupnagar R/A, Dhaka-
1216

The Greatest Ritual of Sports
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platform during a training session at the

the midfield steel in the Italy
teamn that lifted the 1982 World
Cup.

He took over the national
inder-21 squad at the end of
1997 and coached them to vic-
tory in this year’s European
chiampionships in Slovakia.

For the Olympic campaign,
Tardelli has stuck to the same
group of players, foregoing the

option of calling on the likes of

Roberto B io as one of the
three over-
under the tournament's rules.
Italian football chiefs have
done their bit for the cam

by delaying the start of the do-

anestic season until October 1
to avoid the kind of club-
versus-country battles that
have undermined the Nigerians'
preparations.

There has been concern
however that the players could
find themselves short of match
sharpness,

That however is discounted
by Internazionale’s Andrea Pir-
leo, the playmaker in Tardelli's
side. "In a tournament like this,
even if you are not in peak con-
?Itiou. you can still find your
wst.”

Tragic

SYDNEY. Sept 8: Nigerian
and Olympic flags were lowered
to half-staff in the athletes’
village to mourn the death of a
young runner struck by a car,
reports AP.

Hyginus
promising 400-metre
who had been training with
Nigeria's Olympic team but
failed to make the relay squad,
was hit as he crossed a street in
southwestern Sydney Thursday
night.

“(We) are both shocked and
saddened to learn of the un-

P ir e a
runner

Anugo,

timely death,” Nigerian team
chief Fidelis Kibri Kaigama said
Friday. In a statement, he

added that Anugo was a “run-
ner of national standing who
was well known to all of us and
a close friend of many members
of our team.”

Sydney's Channel Seven
television said Anugo was Killed
while running to catch a bus,
but the Japanese news agency
Kvodo reported Anugo was
killed while heading back to his
roont at Southern Cross Bible

Collrge.
New South Wales police
conlimed a man had been

struck by a car and killed. but
would not release any more
details until relatives had been
notified. Kaigama's statement
did not provide details of the
accident.

PM may open
Fatullah Stadium
Sept 16

The first phase construction
work of Khan Shaheb Osman
Ali Stadium at Fatullah, has
been completed, reports UNB.

The country's exclusive and
biggest stadium of international
standard for cricket is expected
to be opened by Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina on September
16.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader and
Bangladesh  Cricket Board
(BCB) President Saber Hossain
Chowdhury visited the stadium
yesterday.

A total of Tk 25 crore was
spent to complete (he (first
phase, At present 30,000 spec-
tators will be able to witness
ame and after completion of
the entire work. the capacity

would be increased to 80.000.

players allowed-
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