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Can This be Called a Law?

HIS can easily find a place In the Guinness

Book of Records as the most misused law in the
world. In can also be termed as the most ineffective
and definitely wasteful. And vet successive gov-
ernments - both military and democratically
elected - have clung to it simply because it gave
them the power to oppress its opponents, though
they all vowed to repeal it before coming to power.
Yes, we are talking about the infamous Special
Powers Act (SPA).

In a 31-page report submitted to the parliament
on Thursday, a three-member sub-committee re-
vealed the following incredible facts. In the last 24
years a total of 69,010 persons were detained un-
der SPA, of which 68,195 were later released by
the High Court because of vague, indefinite and
weak grounds of detention. In other words, in more
than 99 per cent of cases the government was
found by the High Court to have misused this
law to detain people who were not guilty as
charged. What better proof can there be of a law
being totally against public interest? How many
more innocent people will have to suffer the
Indignity and pain not to mention the
psychological and physical torture — of prison
termm before this despicable law is removed from
our law books? Who will answer and compensate
for the time that these innocent people were made
to spend in prison?

We commend the three-member parliamentary
sub-committee for presenting us with what can
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easily be termed as the most comprehensive
report on this hated law. But we cannot but

express our deep regret and severe reservation for
the justification it gave for its continuation. The
sub-committee viewed that the ‘special law or
provision was required as deterrent’ for criminals.
It however recommended that enforcers should be
more careful in the application of the law. Who are
the enforcers? The police that arrest the victims or
the government that orders the arrests? These
cautionary words are of little value to a
government bent on using the SPA to victimise its
opponents.

The sub-committee made a sample study of 100
cases and identificd 16 reasons why the High
Court found the government wrong in its use of the
SPA. In 22 instances out of 100 the High Court
concluded that the government acted without
lawful authority’. If we extrapolate from this we
come to the stunning conclusion that in 15,000
instances (22 %) out of the total of 69,010 de-
tained, the government of the day acted without
lawful authority’. What does it mean when the
government acts without ‘lawful authority’ in
15,000 instances, in implementing one single law?
It simply means:that this is a law that gives too
much arbitrary power to the government to harass
and victimise ordinary citizens. An examination of
all the 16 reasons identified by the sub-committee
clearly shows that the governments used the SPA
to detain people who did not commit any crime in
the eyes of the law. It further shows that the SPA
was used whimsically, carelessly and without any
sense of accountability to the people.

And yet our lawmakers recommend that this
law should remain in our statute books. Why?
Because at the end of the day most of our
politicians and political parties love the taste of
arbitrary power and the lack of accountability in
detaining their opponents. There can be no doubt
that the SPA is an anti-people, anti-human rights
and anti-democratic law. We are not so hurt and
sad when military and quasi-military governments
uphold it. Our regrets know no bounds when
successive elected governments cling to it as if
our law and order situation will fall apart without
it. When will we learn that oppression does not
work?

Crimes under the Nose

OLICE hierarchy has expressed concern over

the plummeting law and order situation in the
capital city and the 17 districts of Dhaka division.
The alarm was sounded at a quarterly review
meeting of law enforcers held in Dhaka recently,
according to a report in the Prothom Alo. Com-
parative statistics of crimes ranging from murder
to rape and abduction and child abuse between
the first two quarters show a higher trend during
the second quarter. Around five thousand six
hundred cases were registered during the first
three months which increased to more than six
thousand during the second quarter of the vyear.
Around twenty-eight thousand arrest warrants
were not executed leading to an increase in the
crime rate.

If this can be the situation in the capital and
the surrounding districts which get more atten-
tion of the administration then the picture in the
far-flung areas can easily be visualised. Senfor
police officers have expressed concern over the
deteriorating crime situation and cited a number
of cogent reasons for the same. They have ac-
cused politicians of interfering in police activities
and underlined existing political chaos and also
Indifference of police officers as the causes behind
proliferation of crimes. They feel that due to poli-
ticisation many good officers have been sidelined
while inefficient ones who are not even fit to run a
police station are on the ascent. Delay in promo-
tions and postings are also sald to have created
poor work environment. Professionalism has
fallen victim to politicisation. We have in the past
warned the government against politicising of
administration saying it could backfire. Buf no
amount of good counseling has prevailed upon
‘the policy matters of the ruling party. The situa-
tion must be observed carefully and corrective
measures taken immediately, so that profession-
allsm gets encouraged and rewarded in the ad-

ministration.

Power Game O

HE i{dea to have smaller
stales for Dbetter govern-
aince s not new. The

Montagu-Chemlsford report,
prepared some 82 years ago,
said: “The business of govern-
ment would be
administrative units were both
smaller and more homogene-
ous.” The British constituted
and reconstituted the states.
But it largely {tvll_u.*mltrtl on the
military, political or adminis-
trative exigencies,

India’s real map was drawn
only after ndependence. The
States’ Reorganisation Commis-
sion (SRC) was appointed (n
December 1953 (o regroup the
states. The report was received
in June 1955. But when the
government accepted {t in 1956,
it was under great pressure and
bungled on some points. The
government accepted the prin-
ciple to group together the peo-
ple speaking one language. But
it made exception in the case of
Punjab. Stll, the then ruling
Congress Party declared that it
had made good the ‘pre-
independence promise to carve
out new states on the basis of

language. It was justified (n
saying so. Indeed, the Nehru
Committee of All Parties Con-
terence in 1928 had lent its
powerful support to the lin-
guistie prineiple.

Pakistan did not have to

change the boundaries for 25
years because the states in the
western part, more or less,
conformed to the linguistic
compulsions. At one juncture,
Islamabad amalgamated all the
states in West Pakistan into one
unit to be at par with East
Pakistan. But the arrangement
did not last long. In fact, the
step-motherly treatment meted
out to Bengali language or,
more so the imposition of Urdu
on East Pakistan, gave birth to
the movement of Bangladesh.

(Continued from yesterclayy)

Recommendations

(ti) That the Officers men-
tioned in No. (i) above should
also be tried for eriminal neglect
of duty in the conduct of war
both In East Pakistan and West
Pakistan. The details of this
neglect would be found in the
Chapters dealing with the mili-
tary aspect of the war [(iil) That
Lt. Gen. Irshad Ahmad Khan.
former Commander | Corps, be
tried for criminal and wilful
neglect of duty in conducting
the operations of his Corps in
such a manner that nearly 500
villages of the Shakargarh tehsil
of Sialkot district in West Paki-
stan were surrendered to the
enemy without a light and as a
consequence the Army offensive
in the south was seriously
jeopardised:

liv) That Maj Gen Abid Za-
hid, formmer GOC 15 Diy, be
tried for wilful neglect of duty
and shameful surrender of a
large area comprising nearly 98
villages in the Phuklian salient
in the Sialkot district of West
Pakistan, which surrender also
posed a standing threat to the
safety of Marala Headworks by
bringing the Indian forces
within  nearly 1500 vards
thereof. He also kept the GHQ
in the dark about Indian occu-
pation of the Phuklian salient
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R ———

e e ——

e —— o -,
m—— i e R e ———— e e e s s e s e —————————— T T—— e s s

pens Pandora’s Box

According to Advani, the criterion
present states. In fact, the
Jharkhand while the Con

been opened. Press

’ for a new state
parties have their eyes

fixed on power.
gress, Chhattisgarh. W,

h
ures for the formation of some mo

I8 a unanimous resolution by the assembly of the

The BJP will get Uttrakhand and
ether Advani likes it or not, a Pandora’s box has
re states have begun.

Ultimately, the struggle for a
Bengall (dentity trivmphed and

East Pakistan seceded from
West  Pakistan to  become
Bangladesh.

Being a unlitary government,
Hanglachesll has not experi-
enced linguistic chauvinism.

Nor has Nepal, again a unitary
state. The unitary government
of Srl Lanka Is in the midst of
turmoil, primarily because of
language - the Tamlils feeling
discrimination at the hands of
dominant Sinhalese. President
Chandrika  Kumaratinga's  ef-
orts to devolve power to the
Tamil-speaking population are
still to be tested at the polls.

Coming back to Indla, it may
have stalled convulsions in the
country by constituting linguis-
tic units, But most states have
taken the desire to work in
mother tongue to a ridiculous
extend and linguistic minorities
have suffered in the process.
New Delhi’'s diffidence on the
one hand, and the states as-
sertiveness on regional lan-
guages on the other, has cre-
ated a climate of Intolerance for
linguistic minorities. They have
become victims of onslaught by
the locals.

Take the fear of attack on
lamils In Bangalore following
the Kkidnapping of film star Ra|
Kumar. The Kannadigas in
Tamil Nadu have suffered (n the
same way over the Cauveri wa-
ter. Mumbal has seen how the
S>hiv Sena has tormented the
non-Marathl speaking popula-
tion. This has told upon the
country's  homogeneity. The
states have become linguistic

Islands, the centres of local
chauvinism. So much S0, many
states have made tests in re.
glonal language compulsory for
employment. This goes counter
lo New Delhi's assurance that
the state language can be learnt
alter recrultment,

Some states have even laid
down that persons seeking a
Job must be ‘sons of the soil’
New Delhi has done little to
discipline the erring  govern-
ments.  The ruling hﬁltlanal
Democratic  Alllance (NDA),
which is a conglomeration of
reglonal parties, has connfves

stitution provides that any sec-
lion of citizens having a distinet
language seript or culture will
have the right to converse In
them. This Is on paper alone,
New  Dellil has appointed a
Conunissioner for Linguistic
Minorities to look after their
interests. Poor man has no real
say both at the centre and in
the states. His reports acecu-
mulate dust and his ranking in
official hierarchy is so low that
he cannot meet even a joint
secretary, much less a minister,
The centre's attitude can be
Jjudged form the fact that it
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at the violation of constitutional
guarantees. It is afrald lest any
dissension should pose a threa
to its power at the centre.

The result is that saleguards
provided to linguistic minorities

have remained on paper. The
states have simply ignored their
implementation. Take for ex.

ample, the teaching facilities in
mother tongue in primary
schools. They are com ulsory
under the constitution, but the
states generally make no ar-
rangement, This {s particularly
true about instruction in Urdu.
Uttar Pradesh is the biggest

ll!lli] the loss was discovered
after the war.
(v) That Maj. Gen B.M.

Mustafa, forner GOC 18 Divi-
sion, be tried for wilful neglect
of duty in that his offensive
plan aimed at the capture of the
Indian position of Ramgarh in
the Rajasthan area (Western
Front) was militarily unsound
and haphazardly planned, and
its execution resulted in severe
loss of vehicles and equipment
in the desert,

(vi) That Lt. Gen. A.A.K.
Niazi. former Commander,
Eastern Command, be court-

martialled on 15 charges as set
out’ in' Chapter III of part V of
the Supplementary Repoft re-
garding his wilful neglect in the
performance of his professional
and military duties connected
with the defence of East Paki-
stan and the shameful surren-
der of his forces tot he Indians
at a juncture when he still had
the capability and resources to
offer resistance.

(vii) That Maj Gen Moham-
mad Jamshed, foriner GOC 36
(ad-hoc) Division, Dacca, be

M
Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

combined for years the posts of
Commissioners of Scheduled

:fj?ash*q and Lingulstic Minori-
es.

Fortunately, the three new
states, Uttrakhand, Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand -- parlia-
ment has given its approval --
do not create any linguistic
problem because all the three
are Hindi-speaking states. But
the linguistic minorities in the
proposed states are already
nervous. The Punjabi-speaking
Sikhs have expressed fears over
the inclusion of their district
Udhamsingh Nagar In Uttark-

are, they have converted the
wilderness Into fertile flelds.
Bul they are afrald of the un-
Known. Jharkhand is already
lalking about revenge from Bj-
har for having appropriated jis
natural resources. Home Min-
Ister L LK. Advani has a point
when he says that the appoint-
ment of another SRC would
have opened Pandora’'s box. But
the present arrangement,
whereby the BJP and the Cop-
gress came together to carve
out new states, Is not wa
about it. According to Advani,
the criterion for a new state is a
unanimous resolution by the
assembly of the present states.
In fact, the parties have their
eyes fixed on power. The BJP
will get Uttrakhand and Jhark-
han while the Congress,
Chhattisgarh. But both parties
have not studied the (mmense
burden of governance on the
comparative inexperienced
shoulders nly new states. The
Home Ministry has also not
!:aid enough attention to the
nitty-gritty of administration.
There has been no serious
study of economlc viability ei-
ther. The only consideration
seems to be political.

Whether Advani likes it or
not, a Pandora’'s box has been
opened. Pressures for the for-
mation of some more states
have begun. The SRC had rec-
ommended the creation of Vid-
harba. The movement goes
back to 1905 when there was a
demand for the creation  of
Maha Vidharba. It will be diffi-
cult to resist the pressure as

to go
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assembly

members  from
area have already declared that
they will sit sCparately in the

the

Maharashtra legislatire. The
old agitation for the creation of
Telengana, separating  from
Andhara Pradesh, 1s bound to
%nln momentum. The Telugy
domination is felt by the ares.
which  is  primarily  Urdy. |
speaking.
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The dissenting note o {'i'k_ l

by K.M. Pannicker, member of
the SRC, has now been revived
by AJit Singh, a Parliament
member and the son of Chararn
Singh. The latter too wanted to
split UP into three states. But
the Janata government did not
agree to his suggestion. Pan-
nicker's argument for the split
of UP “for a successful working
of the federal system”™ in the
country holds good even today,
Perhaps the Agra division can
be integrated  with Harvana
which can then make Agra the
Stale capital. Chandigarh ean
become solely Punjab’s.

The centre probably did not
realise that creation of new
states would give a fresh edge
to agitation In the bilingual
arcas. Practically, all states
have a population speaking the
language of neighbouring
states. Orissa has already put
in its claim to Seraikell and
Kharsewan because Oriya (s the
largest single language group.

At present, the creation of
three new states appears to
have gone throlgh peacefully,
But the states are yet to be
carved and financial and ad-
ministrative mattes are still (¢
be sorted out. After appo

iutmﬁ,\f
the SRC, Jawaharlal Nehru sai

that it was done to soon after
independence. He admitted
there were “other priorities™ the
country should have pursued.
The NDA mayv also come to the
same conclusion sooner that

culprit. Article 29 of the con- hand. Hardy cultivators as they qod when it builds up. The later.
Supplementary Report of Hamoodur Rahman

Commission: Some Relevant Extracts

Fifteenth instalment

tried by court martial on five
charges listed against him. in
the .Ilnl'f‘lnt'lll‘jrmvr[ ppart ot the
Supplementary Report, for wil-
(ul neglect of his duty in the
preparation of plans for the
defence of Dacca and showing
complete Jack of courage and
will to fight, in acquiescing in
the decision of the Commander,
Eastern Command, to surren-
der to the Indian forces when it
was still possible to put up
resistance for a period of two
weekKs or so, and also for wil-
fully neglecting to inform the

authorities concerned. on re-
patriation to Pakistan, about
the fact L of distribution of

Rs.50,000 by him out of Paki-
stan currency notes and to her
funds at his disposal or under
his control in East Pakistan.
(viii) That Maj Gen M. Ra-
him Khan, former GOC 39 (ad-
hoc) Division, Chandpur, in
East Pakistan, be tried by court
martial on five charges listed
against him in this Report for
showing undue regard for his
personal safety in abandoning
his Division, his Divisional
troops and area of responsibil-

e e

THIN a few months we
are expecting the next
national election. We

already feel the heat of election
tever. The opposition alliance is
working hard to enable it to win
the election to dislodge the
present government. The party
in position, on the other hand,
is taking all necessary
preparations to retain its
power. The question now arises
whether we see a reasonably
fair, free and peaceful election
or a stormy election resulting in
loss of life and property. People
like us (ordinary citizens) sense
some dangerous situations in
the offing (after what we heard
about the attempt on the life of
the prime minister). As we see,
whosoever may be the conspir-
ators it was a deep and well-
planned conspiracy and cer-
tainly hefnous. We want not
simple condemnation. We want
well thought out strong action to
debilitate the conspirators who
have, it appears, gained enough
strength in the country.

It is a common knowledge
that attempts to kill the present
prime minister were taken in
the past. But those attempts
pale Into insignificance if com-
pared with the episode of Kotal-
ipara. It may be interpreted as
not only an attempt to Kill the
PM. it seemingly aimed at wip-
ing out the majority of the top-
ranking Awami Leaguers also.
Only a thorough and neutral in-
quiry report will reveal the
truth. Such incident certainly is
a great blow to a slowly (but
steadily) developing democracy
like Bangladesh, It (s unfortu-
nate ane nnderstandable

110l

En_suing National Ele

Ity and Vacating his Divisional
Headquarters from Chandpur
on the 8th of December, 1971 -
lor his wilful insistence on
moving by day owing to fear of
Mukti Bahini and thus causing
the death of fourteen Naval
ratings and four Officers of his
own HQ, besides injuries to
himself and several others. due
lo strafing by Indian aircraft: for
his abandoning valuable signal
€quipment at Chandpur: for
spreading despondency and
alarm by certain conversation
on the 12th of December, 1971
at  Dacca; and for wilfully
avoiding subinitting a debrief-
ing report to GHQ on being
specially . evacuated to West
Pakistan in early 1971 so as to
conceal the circumstances of
his desertion from him Divi-
sional Headquarters at Chand-
pur.

(ix) That Brig. G.M. Baquir
Siddiqui, former GOS, Eastern

Command, Dacca, be tried by.

court martial on nine charges
as formulated in this Report, for
his wilful neglect of duty in
advising the Commander, East-

ern Command, as regards the
concept and formulation of
defence plans, appreciation of
the Indian threat, execution of
denial plans, abrupt changes in
command, friendliness with he
Indian durin% captivity and
attempts to influence formation
Commanders by threats and
inducements to present a co-
ordinated story before the GHQ
and the Commission of Inquiry
In regard to the events leading
to surrender in East Pakistan.
(x) That Brig Mohammad Halyat.
former Commander 107 Bri
gade. 9 Division. East Pakistan.
be tried by ecourt martial on
four charges for displaying wil-
ful negleet in not formulating, a
sound plan for the defence of
the fortress of Jessore; for fail-
Ing to properly plan and com-

mand the brigade counter-
attack at Gharibpur, for
shamefully abandoning the

fortress of Jessore and deliver-
ing intact to the enemy all sup-
plies and ammunition dumps:
and disobeying the orders of the
GOC 9 Division, to withdraw to
Magura in the event of a forced
withdrawal from Jessore;

CHON: Problé_m_s _S
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(x1) That Brig Mohammad
Aslam Niazi. former com-
mander 53 Brigade, 39 (ad-hoc)
Division. East Pakistan, be tried
by court martial on six charges
for displaying culpable lack of
linitiative, determination and
planning ability in that he failed
1o occupy and prepare defences
at Mudafarganj as ordered by
his GOC on the 4th of Decem-
ber, 1971: for failing to eject the
enemy from Mudafarganj as
ordered on the 6th of Decem-
ber, 1971: for shamefully aban-
doning the fortress of Laksham
on or about the Sth of Decem-
ber. 1971: for wilful neglect in
failing to properly organise ox-
filtration of his troops from the
fortress of Laksham to Comilla

on the 9th of December. 197 1 4

thus resulting in heavy casual-
ties and capture of several ele-
ments of his troeps:on the way:
for showing callous distegard of
military etlrics in abandoning at
Laksham 124 sick and
wounded with two Medical Offi-
cers without informing them
about the proposed vacation of
the fortress: and for abandon-
ing intact at Laksham all heavy
weapons, stocks of anmununition
and supplies for the use of tlhie
enemy

The sixteenth instalment ap-
pears tomorroLy

It has by now become abundantly clear that without a re
standing between Awami League and Bangladesh N
election may not be possible. As things are, future
democracy in this country depends on the unde
in sprit. Only they

should decide to learn how to ¢

clearly as to why thie opposition
think that this incident was
publicised by Awami League to
tarmish the image of the opposi-
tion parties.

It is difficult to accept the
statements of the opposition
stalwarts about Kotalipara inci-
dent because of the following:

a) Why Awamli League should
try to belittle the opposition
when the opposition has not yet
been able to show enough
strength, or depth of its political
acumen, or sharpness of its
election strategy, to dislodge the
ruling party? To an ordinary
voter no action of the opposition
parties during the last four
vears was attractive enough to
draw any sympathy. Instead,
he/she is confused by the silly
claims such as flow of water ol
the Ganges will not increase de-
Spite the treaty . CHT agreciendt
neans parting away a part our
of territory to India.” We did not
see anvthing like this. In fact
the political stunts of Pakistani
days (anti-Indian propaganda)
are no longer appropriate in
Bangladesh situation. Even il
the present government fails to
achieve the desired result the
situations are certainly not
worse than 1996, The success
of Hasina government in facing

one of the longest and worst
floods of the country in 1998
cannot be seen as a mean
achievement. Awami League's
strength has amply been shown
in the present government's de-
cisions about export of natural
gas from Bangladesh or even
withholding of extending transit
facility to India. In the field of
sport, in cricket, Bangladesh
has attained the status of a
Test playing country, in football.
it became champion in SAARC
for the first time. The young
players also are showing some
promise in hockey and handball
because of patronage of PM. It
would be sheer meanness if we
lgnore the fact that timely sup-
ply of sufficient agricultural in-
put resulted in the spectacular
inerease in production of our
loodgrain. Certainly favourable
weather condition was not the
only reason.

In the international field
Bangladesh has earned credit
due to its successful microcredit
programmes. Rate of growth of
literacy has gone up. The
achievement in the energy sec-
tor has so far remained below
the expected level. It has, how-
ever, to be admitted that the
growth in energy sector is tine-
consuming. The progress made

in health and sanitation has
been satislactoryv. In the comn-
munication sector also there
has been an appreciable im-
provement such as completion
of Janmuna Bridge. undertaking
construction of a number of
fairly big bridges, raising the
height and quality of Dhaka-
Chirtagong highway.

It may be true that adminis-
trative efficiency has weakened
during the present reghne,
Awaini Leagne, however, cannot
be blamed solely tor this. No
government in Bangladesh can
be regarded as elficient ever
since the birth of Bangladesh.
The top echelon of bureaucracy
was mishandled during the
regimes ol Ershad and Khaleda
who used it only 1o serve their
abjectives. In fact both of the
are respousible lor destroyuig

the discipline ol service. Their
reginies were too dependent on
bureaucracy. One of the main
reasons was political instability
and the absence of democratic
order. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's administra-
tive Services Reorganisation
Committee's recommmendations
conld not be made public, not to
speak of its implementation.
Only some of its concepts were
included in the recommenda-

tions of the Pay and Services
Commission’s Report prepared
during 1976-77. During the
regime of Ziaur Rahman (1977-
80) a part of the Pay and Ser-
vices Commission's recommen-
dations was implemented.

Without a strong commit-
ment to raise the level of effi-
ciency of administration by a
stable and strong democratic
government the task cannot be
accomplished. Bureaucracy is
extremely powerful in
Bangladesh. It is hardly feasible
for the elite to undertake any
action which may really hurt
the interest of bureaucracy. If
the present government could
be faster in taking action it
could have done better even
with this ineflicient adininistra-
tion. After all we cannot ignore
the truth that even the most ef-
licient administration will falter
in the absence of clear direction
or decision. Procrastination not
only steals time it can make the
whole administrative machinery
innmaobile,

In the political arena we see
that during the last few months
BNFP desired to give strong
challenge to the ruling party 1o
win the election. It has formed
an alliance with sone opposition
parties such as Jativa Party

hroud Proé

asonably amicable settlement or under-
ationalist Party a fair, free and peaceful
of democracy or strengthening the base of
rstanding of these two parties. Both are democratic
ompromise and adjust in politics.

e T

pects

(Ershad). Jamaat-e-lslami and
Islami Oikva Jote. From the
start its uiion appeared to be

based on one point ie. how 1o
IHIHIH’P }}C"-.\.-t‘r e {"lj 1S <¢)1-
ous weaknesses was lack of

commitment to sacrifice for
each other. Another weak point
may be misreading of the elec-
tion strategy of Awaini League.
Whatever may be the errors
and omissions of BNP it is al-
most clear to any politically con-
scious citizen that the granud al-
liance of the opposition conld not
attain its desired objective
Election is a feature of
democratic polity, It acts as a
saleguard of democratic free-
dom. The electoral response of
the people of Baungladesh )ias
f‘ll‘t‘u'.l‘k"\ IH‘IH ;n:!r‘ul and -] =

live }lonwves 3R I PAT raas

remained a fugitive plant is this
country. This has impeded e
cvolution of a genuine and
sound democratic process. It
has by now become abundantly
clear that without a reasaonablv
amicable settlement or under-
standing between Awami League
and Bangladesh Natiouaﬁst
Party a fair, free and peaceful
election may not be possible. As
things are. future o democracy
Or strengthening the base of
democracy in this country de-
pends on the understanding of
these two parties. Both are
democratic in sprit. Only thev
should decide to learn how to
Compromise and adjust in poli-
lics. We have lost too manv
vears in negative politics. With
political stability and tranguillity
our progress will not only be
rapid but also spectacular.

Garbage menace

Sir, 1 am a resident of Mo-
hammadpur, Igbal Road and a
victim of garbage menace, Our
house is located in front of Mo-
hammadpur Park which should
provide us with fresh and clean
alr but unfortunately the doors
and windows have to be always
religiously shut due to the in-
tolerable smell and filthy enwvi-
romnent. Previously there used
to be four dustbins around the
park, but now the municipality
thought of putting only one
dustbin and that too in front of
the house we live. As a result,
the garbage of whole Iqbal Road

area has nowhere to be thrown
but in front of our house. Even
the restaurants from the main
road come here to empty their
bins. This matter has been
laken to the high officials in the
municipal corporation but there

hasn't been any difference as
vel. Even the cleaning trucks
do not come to clean up regu-
larly and the heap of garbage is
getting huge and bigger every
day. There are four children
living in our house who gels
slck every other day due to the
filthy and unhealthy environ.
ment.,

This is my earnest request

to the concerned authorities to
take this mater into considera-
Hion and remove this garbage
bin as soon as possible and let
the people here live in an areca
free from pollution.

Arjumand Wohra
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Anti-smoking
campaign

oir,  Everybody know that
sumoking is infurious to health.
Still people get into this bad
hablt in many sort of ways. The

erate smoker.

organisations Involved in anti-
tobacco movement put maxi-
nmum emphasis on bad elfects
of smoking. However, they do
not stress on how to get rid of
this habit. No doubt, they play

an effective role in ralsing
awareness among people
against  smoking but they

should focus on the Issue of
getting rid of this habit as well.
We know that will power is
enough to give up smoking. But
it may be applicable to a mod-
What about a
chain smoker? There are many
smokers who try to give up
smoking but fail to do so. Ac-
cording to them, they face

(323263) has been

physical and mental troubles
when they try to free them-

selves from the fatal habit.
Would the anti-smoking or-
ganisations  continue  their
campalgn underscoring the

ways to quit smoking?

Md Masum Billah
First Year English (Honours)
Dhaka Commerce College.

Is there anyone

to listen to?

Sir. My analogue telephone
In ‘deep

coma for the last two months
or even more. Although, | have
made number of complaints to
relevant authority but to no
avail. It seems that most com-
plaints are either not recorded
or if recorded treated very
casually, When 1 visited the
T&T office last time, I talked to
the supervisor and | was as-
sured of action, but nothing
has happened.

Can anyone suggest what

else remains to be done from

my side?

Prof K A Latif
73 North Dhanmondi v o
Dhaka _ee e
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