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tended meetin
remises at 20/21,
: me: 10:00 am.

in * National Awaml Party (NAP) will hold an ex-
Meet g' of its national committee. Venue: Y
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market (1

NAP oflice
floor).

UNFPABOS‘ZGP contest: united Nations Population

Fund (UNFP

will hold a poster contest. Venue: Charu

ala In-

5" stitute, DU Campus. Time: 3:30 pm.

Reunion:

Iskon will hold a reunion. Venue: Iskon,

5.00 pm.

Meeting:

tional meeﬁ:g. Venue: 129/Kha,
pm.

Discussion meetin
hold a discussion mecllzn%nn
oov.” Venue: House No
1

00 am.

Film show:
French films Nelly et

Venue: Auditorium of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka,

Alliance Francaise
Monsieur Amaud and Max et Ferrailleurs.

International Soclety for Krishna consciousness

79. Swamibagh. Time:

Abdus Shaheed Sangsad will hold an organisa-

lephant Road. Tune: 6.00

« Swadesh Chinta Shangha will
ertrand Russels “Political Ideol-
Road No 1, Dhanmondi R/ A. Time:

de Dhaka will screen two
26, Mirpur

Road. Time: 10.30 am and 6.00 pm.

Theatre: theatre Art will present

a technical presentation

' F tilata,” Venue:
of Azizus Samad's drama “Biye Shankrania Ja
Mahila Samity Stage, Bailey Road. Time: 1 1:00 am.

Charity show:
Francis Xavier's Green
a show to raise funds for Amit,

The amateur school band Elixir of St
Herald International School will present
an 11-year old wild polio victim.

Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26. Mirpur Road. Time:

6.00 pm.
Cultural evenin

ents an evenin
Shaila Yasmin.

* Alllance Francaise de Dhaka pres-
of classical songs by Ali Farhan Khan and
‘enue: Conference Room of Alliance Francaise

de Dhaka. 26. Mirpur Road. Time: 7:00 pm.

| Recitation festival: Abritee An
dav long recitation festival to celebrate its

an will hold a two-
year of foundation.

7 for Youth
The festival will be inaugurated by State Minister :
Sports and Culture Obaidul Kader. On the first day Tamsa will

be presented. Venue: Shawkat Osman Auditorium,
brary, Shahbagh. Time: 7:00 pm.

Meetin
wishers of
of Munshiganj district will be

to celebrate the centenary of
Community Centre, House No-

Public Li-
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* A meeting of former students, teachers and well-
alma Laxmikanta High School of Lauhajong Thana
held in order to form a committee
the school. Venue : !
50. Road No 6/A, Dhanmondi

Privanka

(adjacent to Eidgah Mosque). Time 10 am.

Installation ceremony :

Faridganj Thana Samity,

Dimaka will hold the installation ceremony of its newly elected
executive committee 2000. Venue: Natyamancha, Bangabandhu

Avenue. Time : 3.00 pm.

PHAS rally: Poverty and Hunger Alleviation Society

JPHAS) will hold a mass rally

to mark the conclusion of its

month long free treatment for dengue programime. Venue : Ma-

nob Bandhan General Hospital, K-66. Kuril, Badda. Time :

pii - 7.00 pm.

4.00

Moderate rain likely

..  Light to moderate %thund owers ' led by
temiporary pusty wind S Hkely at’ mf“jraw Sylhet, T
Clutta{;mg, Barisal and Khulna divisions and at a ces
aka and Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Moderately heavy falls is expected at places over

over D

pla

hittagong,

Barisal and Khulna divisions during the period, Met office said.
The countrv's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
34 2 degree Celsius at Sayedpur and the lowest 22.8 degree

Celsius at Barisal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.09 pm and rises

tomorrow at 5.43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 31.5 27.0 79 76
Chittagong 31.0 243 77 80
Rajshahi 33.4 26.7 81 83
Khulna 31.3 25.5 97 83
Barisal 30.4 22.8 98 95
Svlhet 31.5 24 4 94 80
Cox's Bazar 32.0 25.0 92 92

Sheikh Selim tells JS

o lakh suffering from
cancer in country

Some five lakh people are
suffering from cancer across the
country, Health Minister Sheikh

)*Fazlul Karim Selim told Parlia-
4 ¥ ment yvesterday, reports UNB.

Admitting inadequate fa-
cilities for treatment of cancer
in the country. he said the ex-
isting 50-bed Cancer Hospital
at the city's Mahakhall would
be wupgraded to 100 beds
shortly with modern treatment
facilities.

On the private members’ day
yesterday, Mohammad Wajiud-

din Khan (Awami League-
Pabpna) moving a resolution
sought a full-fledged cancer

hospital in Pabna.

The health minister said
around 100 people are getting
indoor or outdoor treatment at
Mahakhali Cancer Hospital.
Besides, each of the district

hhospilals has a separate cancer
unit

The minister expressed the
hope that with the expansion of
treatment facilities the patients
would not go abroad for treat-
ment.

Supporting the resolution,
ruling party
Latif Mirza. Shahjabhan Khan,
Begum Shahin Monowara Haq,
Hajee Mohammad Selim,
Shamsur Rahman, Sharif and
Meher Afroz expressed concern
that thousands of ple were
suffering from the deadly dis-
ease of cancer.

They demanded modern
treatment facilities in all the
district hospitals to combat
cancer.

The resolution was., how-
ever, withdrawn on assurance
from the Health Minister,
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3 in Alam of the Rotary Club of
- Dhaka North West handing over a draft for Taka 17000 -
~ on behalf of the clubs members to the father of the polio pa-
Amil at BSMMU Hospital on Tuesday.
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members Abdul.

| Reception to DU

Prof Nuruddin
at TSC today

By DU Correspondent

Former students of- Depart-
ment of Mass Communication
and Journalism of Dhaka Uni-
versity will accord a grand
farewell reception to Professor
QAIM Nuruddin, one of the
senfor most teachers of DU and
a leading communications ex-

rt in the country,

The day-long programme will
feature a seminar, meeting and
cultural function and be held at
the Teachers and Students
Centre (TSC) of the university.

Pioneer of the countrys
Jjournalism education, Prol Nu-
ruddin joined the department
as a teacher in 1963. Earlier. he
completed his diploma degree
from the department in 1962,

In his long and illustrious
career, he worked for a number
of institutions and agencies
including Film Sensor Board
and Asian Development Bank.

Latifur Rahman

From page |
business community to solve
some of their existing problem,
he sald in the statement issued
yesterday, the last date of sub-
mission of the nomination pa-
pers.

“However, after a thorough
analysis of the present situation
and following an extensive ex-
change of views, | have come 10
the conclusion that though
respectful of my independent
stance, members of the busi-
ness community are not in a
position to express their views
in a free and unfettered man-
ner. Therefore 1 have decided
not to submit my nomination
paper for the Federation elec-
tion,” he stated.

“It is my ardent hope that in
the future election the business
community will be able to ex-
press their opinions free of all

olitical viewpoints and encun-

yrances, and work unitedly for
the economic development of
the country.” Latifur Rahman
added.

Author’s life

From page |

“that he had received at least.

seven phone calls over the last
four days and the unknown

callers threatened his life for
writing the book.
“The callers told me that

there is no reason why my lite
will remain safe after writing
the book. which according to
them. is tantamount to treach-
eryv.” Dr Barkat said.

BNP rally

From page |
rallies and bring out proces-
sions from all city, district and
thana headquarters.

In the capital city, the main
opposition will hold a public
rally at Paltan Maidan at 4pm.

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary-
general Abdul Mannan Bhui-
van, in a statement from his
hospital bed, said that the
Awamli League government had
begun hatching fresh conspir-
acy.

The government repressed,
suppressed, harassed, filed
false case and killed several
hundred activists in a fascist
style to foil the opposition dur-
ing its four-year rule, he said.

However, he added, it failed

to thwart the opposition move-
ment,
. Now at the fag end of its
tenure, it started hatching new
conspiracy and case against
Khaleda is part of it, the BNP
leader said.

Bhuiyan wamed the gov-
ernment would have to face the
consequence, if it didn’t stop
conspiring against the leader ol
the opposition in the parlia-
ment.

Meanwhile, the president of
the city unit of BNP, Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP and the
Fcnr.ral secretary, Abdus Salam

1iave urged the party leaders,
activists, supporters and people
to make the public rally at Pal-
tan Maidan a grand success

Qulkhwani

The quikhwand
of M Jalalud-
din Sarker, an
cminent social

worker and
chiefl of Jalal
Nagar Devel-
opment Pro-

amnme (JN-

JP) at Mukta
gachha will be held today at his
village home in Rouarchar at

Muktagachha in Myvmensingh,
SAVS a press release,

plications on Wednesday. e
was 85.

He Is survived by his wife,
four sons and five daughters.

Sarker died of old ufr Con-
ay

'ﬁ**ﬁl-ﬁ**

The quikwant of Alhaj Bazlur
Rahman Chowdhury will be
held today after Asr pravers al
his residence at  Habigan|
House at 323 East Nakhalpara,
Tegoon, In the city, reports
BS55.

Chowdhury, a retired gov-
ermment official, died of old age
complications at the age of 96.
He Is survived by his wife, three
sons and four daughters.

— o - -y -

ol L e s, S e

DHAKA, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2000 The Dy Star 11

pa- -
vl

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina signing six major international human rights and disarma-
ment treaties at the UN headquarters in New York on Wednesday.

~ PID photo

Polymer notes

From page 12

1988, has been hammering the
idea of technology transfer to

Bangladeshi since the nud
nineties.

Over a dozen countries are
now using polymer notes in-
stead of paper currency.

The polymer notes are very
hard to tear and these feel like
paper notes when touched. "It
is because the basic note
printing technology remains the
same where the design works
are extruded just like paper
notes.” said Bryvan Musgrove, a
graphic designer ol NPA,

“If the Bangladesh Bank
introduces this note, it will re-
move the hassles of repeatedly
replacing torn notes,” Hugh
Brown said, “these notes last
minimum five years.”

The polymer notes are also
hard to counterfeit. So far, ac-
cording to Hugh Brown, there
had been no known report ol
forging of the polymer notes.

NPA has so far produced cir-
culating polymer bank notes for

Brunel, Indonesia, Malaysia.
Papua New Guinea, Western
Samoa, Sri Lanka, Thailand

and Romania and other coun-
tries.

Dengue : 19 more
. .
hospitalised
™ .y § -
n city
By Staff Correspondent
Nineteen more people with
dengue fever were admitted to
diflerent hospitals and private

clinics in the city yesterday.
The Central Control Room at

4 auncdd 2.046 durin

be more careful in application
of the law.

State Minister for Textlles
AKM Jahangir Hossain headed
the parliamentary body while
Prof Panna Kaiser of Awamli
League and Mizanur Rahman
Choudhury of Jamaat-e-Islami
were the two other members.

The report contains records
of application of the SPA by all
the political. military and care-
taker governments, writs
against detention under the
law, reasons for detention and
High Court orders against such
action. historical background of
SPA and similar laws in other
countries,

The sub-committee report iIs
based on records with the home
ministry, Supreme Court, pris-
ons and the Advisory Board.

Detention by govern-
ments:
[he report shows that the

highest number of 3,926 people
were detained under the SPA
from August 15, 1995 to May
30. 1981 when President Ziaur
Rahman and President Khan-
dakar Mushtaq Ahmed were in
powel Khandaker Mushtaq
was 1n power onl
nonths

IUI!

This was followed by deten-
tion of 2,201 people during the
tenure of Ershad govermment
the carctaker
governunent headed by Justice
Habibur Rahman

A total of 1.849 people were
detained by the government of
Khaleda Zia, 1,739 by the gov-
ernment of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 1.632
by the caretaker government of

ﬁ-"‘_‘-—-—..__ B T

the health directorate yesterday | justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
said Dhaka Medical College 1,449 by the government ol
Hospital reported admitting | president Abdus Sattar and
seven, Mitford Hospital two. | g11 bv the present governnien!
Bangladesll hjt‘(“(';i[ (Tﬂl]l‘gi‘ of Sheiklh Hasina till Decembeci
three, Dhaka Shishu Hospital | ggs
two, BIRDEM and Ban |
gabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medi- Cases against detention:
cal University Hospital on Following 12,745 writs filed
each, Red Crescent Holy Family Agalnst detentions in 24 vears,
Hospital two and Ibne Sina | the High Court ordered release
Clinic reported admitting one | of 11.393. declaring their de-
patient. tention illegal. The HC issued
)

in the city yesterday morning.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury addressing guests
after the inauguration of the “Temporal Bone Dissection
Laboratory” at the premises of Specialised ENT Hospital of
Society for Assistance to Hearing Impaired Children (SAHIC)

— Star photo
:

Hasina: Treaties
From page 12
treaties are on econoniie. soclal

and cultural rights, torture,
genoclde, raclsm and intoler-
ance.

In October 1999, Bangla-

desh had joined six Interna-
tional human rights treaties
that relate to these and other
areas.

Bangladesh's adherence to
international  human  rights
norms Is a reflection of Hasina's

longstanding commitment to
promotion of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law.

Bangladesh (s among a

number of other countries that
are joining the largest number
of treaties on the occaslon of

the Millenulum Summit being
held to lay out the course of
world community’'s journey
the new century

Today's bold step has been
widely hailed by the interna-
tional community.

The two disarmament trea-
ties Bangladesh ratified are the
landmine convention and the
conventional weapons conven-
tion.

The latter would ban some
weapons that are considered
inhuman, like incendiary weap-

ons, booby traps and blinding
laser weapons.

N\

L

L ] L -

Ex~-JP minister dies

MYMENSINGH, Sept 7: For-
mer Deputy Minister for Health
and Jatiya Party leader Nurul
Amin Khan Pathan died of car-
diac arrest at his residence at
Gouripur today. He was 59,
reports UNB. :

He lelt behind one son, three

daughters, a host of relatives
and well-wishers.

Garment workers
From page 12

but declined to give detalls.

The employees and workers
of Akolade Fashion Private Ltd
at Habibullah Market at Easl
Jurain under Shyampur thana
were demonstrating for the last
seven days to press their de-
mand. They staged a sit- in on
Dhaka-Narayvangaj road at 4:00
pimn yesterday

The demonstrators alleged
that owner of the pgarments
factory had earller stopped

Hlllll‘.ll_\.' of water and gas to their
workplace and also Intercepted
supply of their tood items.
Clashes broke out at about
7:15 pm when police attempted
to disperse the demnstrators,
using batons and firing  tear
as shells and rubber li‘JquIu-l:«:.
he workers retaliated hurling
brickbats and exploding crack-
ers, witnesses said,

Hiree

SPA mostly misused

rules against the authorities in
1,352 writs, leading to the re-
lease of the detainees,

Besides, 9,573 special
criminal cases were lodged
apainst the detentions, of which
9,176 were declared illegal by
the court.

Of the detainees. 22,105 had
appeared before the Advisory
Board comprising two judges of
the High Court and a high gov-
ernment official. The Board
ordered release of 16,095 and
extension of detention of 6,010
people.

Reasons for court orders
against detention:

Studying verdicts in 100
cases, the sub-committee iden-
tified 16 reasons for which the
court declared the detentions
illegal. The cases were selected
from those filed in 20 years
(from ‘74 to ‘81 and ‘87 to "98)

The reasons include (a)
vague, indefinite and uncertain
grounds for detention; (b) gov-
ernment’s unlawful authority in
ordering detention; (c) non-
placement of the detainee or the
grounds for detention before
the Advisory Board within 120
days: (d) lack of basis for de-
tention order: (e) different rea-
sons mentioned for detention
and in the affidavit-in opposi-
tion: () detention for criticisin ol
an ideology. which can not be a
prejudicial act in a society that
permits polllical activity: (1)
mixing of good grounds with
bad ones: (g) failure in showing
reasons for detention within 15
days: (h) government’s failure to
produce necessary papers in
court and (i) delayed govern-
ment order for extension ol
detention.

In 38 of the 100 cases, de-
tentions were declared lllegal
due to vague, indefinite and

uncertain grounds while in 22,
the government orders were
found to have been given with-
out any lawful authority

Sylhet BNP

From page 12
cojtact f'c}l 3 (I-;l‘l.’f-. I'['nln LOIor-
row. protest rallv and
stration in the thana

demon

lieadd

quarters on September | |
protest rally and agitation in
the district headquarters on

September 12, mass procession
in the thana and district head-
quarters on September 13 and
day-long hartal throughout the
division on September 14.

Obituary

By DU Correspondent

Hamidur Rahman, inspector
of Customs, Excise and VAT
Department, died of cardiac
arrest on Wednesday at 11:00
pm. He was 57. :

He left behind his wife, two
daughters, a son and a host of
admirers to mourn his death

Belore joining his job, late
Rahman also worked as a sen-

lor sub-editor in now defunct
Dainik Azad. He was also in-
volved with the politics of

Bangladesh Chhatra Union

He was buried vesterday in
Dinajpur. ' :

The Executive Officers Asso-
ciation ol Dhaka-Rajshahi
Customs, Excise and VAT ex-
pressed deep shock at his death
and also expressed sympathy to
the members ol the
family

hereaved

XK

?.}

.
Rashid Ahmed Chowdhury,

an eminent social worker and

the eldest son of Justice late
Abdus Sobhan Chowdhury of
Sylhet died yesterday at his

residence, says a press release,
He was the elder brother of
Major Gen. Harun Ahmed
Chowdhury and Brig Faruk
Ahmed Chowdhury. He was 58

He left behind two daughters
and a host of relatives and ad-
mirers to mourn his death.

His qulkhwani will be held
on Sept 12 alter Aﬁl')amyrrx al
his residence E/25 Zakir Hos-
sain Road Mohammadpur,

From page |

Nations challenges the world
leaders to generate a new lter-
national cooperation.

The prime minister called for
ending discrimination and pro-
tecting the weak and vulner-
able, saying It Is key to achiey-
ing justice and equality. “"We
have put special emphasis on
women, children and weaker
section of the society.”

In this context, 531#: called for
returning the killers of Ban-
ﬁﬂh.’]lldhll Sheikh  Mujibur

ahman to Bangladesh to face
justice.

The Bangladesh leader re-
ferred 1o her government's ef-

forts (o eradicate poverty and
salel suecess  of  micro-credit
programme has been phenoime-

nal  in Bangladesh alongside
advances in the areas ufgrprh
mary  eduacation. healthecare,
and  population  control  and
women cipowermient.,

Whiile micro-credit and
other  poverty  alleviation  pro-

grammes have been successful,
much needs to be done to
eradicale ],H:U'[l_\." she told the
august assembly of presidents,
prisne mindsters and monarchs

The  prime minister  ex-
pressed concern over the ont-
break of dengue fever in Bang-
ladesh and other parts of the
region

Besides., she apprised the
house. many have been ex-
posed  to  arsenlc  poisoning

while deadly diseases like AIDS
are spreading al an alarming
pace. These maladies which
have regional and global di-

mensions should be combated
globally.
Prime Minister Hasina re-

counted Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Shelkhh Mujibur
Ralunan’s speech at the United

Hasina for new UN

P

Natlons this month in 1974
when he emphasized the

for peace development, J“'ﬁc
and equality -- the same chal-
lenges that the world faces. 1o-

dﬂ}" o
She hoped that the Milleh-
nium Summit would generate a

new momentum for the United
Nations to enhance support’ for
combating poverty, empowetifig
people, controlling population,
ensuring participatory demoe-
racy, preserving the envirfon-
ment, realising nuclear-free
world and promoting peace.

Hasina, who had undertaken
peace mission to defuse nuclear
tensions in South Asia, ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
UN efforts for peace operations
and assured the UN body that
as an elected member of the
Security Council, Bangladesh
would take a proactive role In
policing peace across the world.

Hasina said the United Na-
tions Is an essential link in the
global efforts to provide every-
one a decent life. “We must do
our best to bring the United

Nations closer to the people.
Only a global organization like
the United Nations can meet

global challenges.”

She mentioned that through
the 1990s, the United Nations
convened a series of global
conferences to address major
developmental challenges facing
mankind.

They addressed problems
that were beyond the capacity
of individual countries to solve.
"We need an integrated and
well-coordinated approach for
implementing their outcomes.
This by itself will provide the
United Nations a meaningful
agenda to pursue in the coming
years

Haroon chosen one

From page |

president Abdul Awal Mintoo
was also present at the meet-
ing. Although invited., Latifur
Rahiman did not attend the
meeting

Later. in the morning vester-
dav. the government succeeded
in its eflort as the business
leaders decided not to contest
the |1..H-. sources said. They

said that the ruling party was
desperate to have its own man
at the top of FBCCI as it was its
last vear in power

MCCI President Latifur
Rahman. in a statement. said
that he did not submit his

nomination as he thought the
situation would not permit the
business community to express
their views in a free and fair
WA\

Saliman F Rahman, however
saw nothing wrang in choosing
a ‘consensus candidate’

here are instances in other
countries to have a consensus
president for the business bod-
jes. But | think there shouldn t
be any political interierence in
trade bodies.” Saliman told The
Daily Star last night

At the same time, he said it
would have been better to have
a new f[ace assuming the top
position at the countrys apex
trade body

When contacted, Mir Nasii
refused to comment on the is-
sue

Meanwhile, moves are al-
ready on from the ruling party
to dissuade Haroon's lone rival
from running the race, said
ST CES

Aminul

Tamil woman
held 1n city

A Tamil woman was arrested
vesterday for staying illegally in
the country, police said

however. said L

Farhad Bandhan Mou, 47.
who has been living in the

country for about 26 years and
married twice, was arrested by
Special Branch of police from
her 111 Middle Badda
dence under Sabujbagh thana
in the city

She was ¢ harged under For-
eigners Act

She speaks Bangla fluently
and was engaged in some local
weeklies, lH‘*"[l: e said

Khaleda

From page |

damage to the current move-
ment of the combined opposi-
tion (against the govermment),”
he said "Rather it will
strengthen the unity stand of
the opposition that the govern-
ment does not believe in rule of
law,”

resi-

l}"llnlh'nh.l]'.[_' 11T badl ]lf'lll-'li'll
'uih i Prosccoutor Quanirul
Islian sald the deflendants

abused their official power {Or
personal benefits at the cost of
the country's interests in pur-

chasing the Airbuses from
France

He also submitted that the
defendants being influential
persons could motivate the
witnesses In the case il en-
larged on ball

Another petition was sub-

mitted before the court seeking
exemption of Khaleda Zia from
personal appearance in the
court under section 205 ol the
Crire
The judge said the trial court
woulld decide on it, adding that
the case would soon be trans-
ferred to the Dhaka Divisional
Special Court where corraption
cases are tried.

Meanwhile, a countrywide
protest rally and demonstration

on hulunldj\.' has been an-
nounced to protest filing of
‘false”™ case against Khaleda

Zin, As parts of the programme,
BNP will hold rally and bring
out procession in all eity, dis-
trict and thana headquarters.

In Dhaka, it will hold a pub-
lic rally at Paltan Maldan at 4
., on Saturday and later
Lring out procession.

would not succumb to any
pressure and would contest the
election. But attempts are also
on to prove that Aminuls
nomination is not valid

Sources said that some peo-
ple had already started
spreading around a rumour
that Aminul had not filed a
valid nomination paper.

FBCCI election board
Chairman Lt. Col. (Rtd) Anisuz-
zaman saild that the board was
the only authority to declare
any nomination invalid and
evenn the board couldnt say
anything before scrutinising the
nomination papers

Another aspirant for the
FBCCI top post Rouf Chowd-
hurv has filed his nomination

from the association group for
executive membership after
having failed to enrol himself
from a chamber group

For the vice presidency,
three candidates -~  Golam
Dastagir Gazi, Mohammad Ali
and Khurshid Ali Mollah - have
filed their nominations from
different trade associations

A total of 89 candidates - 50
froin association group and 39
from chamber group - have
submitted their nomination for
30 executive committee mein-
ber posts, |5 from each group

Number of voters from
chamber group is 267 while
795 voters have been enroled
from the association group

Ruling party
From page |

His statistics show that
owners of 75.4 per cent of the
lands under VPA were dispos-

sessed during 1965-71, 7.3 per
ent during 1972.'75, 8.9 per
cent during 1976-'81, 4.7 per
cent during 1982-'90 and 3.7

per cent during 1991-939
l'o know the reasons behind

dispossessing the owners ' of
such property worth Tk 1500
billions. Dr Barkat, who is also

general secretary of Bangladesh
i?t,-ﬂtnulir Association (BEA).
along with his teamn members
interviewed some 450 affected
households in 16 districts

Some 42 per cent of the re-
?-'-[‘rwll!'it‘ﬂ['« said officials of
Tehsil Office and Thana Reve-
nue Office were themselves
interested in this, while 63 per
cent said local influential peo-
;}]t‘ were involved iIn grﬂbhlﬂg
the property, in connivance
with the Tehsil and Thana
Revenue oflices.,

About a solution to the dec-
old problem. Dr Barkat
said. ~ Now it would not be poSs-
sible for the government to re-
cover all the such lands but
what it can do is prioritising the
needs of the affected Hindus
and solve the problem accord-
ingly.”

‘ll.]t‘\\

he said. the

As a first step,
government could consigder
roviding homesteads o

womeless Hindus, some lands
to the landless and assistance
to Hindu families headed Dy
woIinen J
“This is nol a problem be-
tween Muslims and Hindls,
Rather, this Is a problem be-
tween one million affected
Hindu families and less than
half a million beneficiaries who
have grabbed their lands,” (Pr
Barkat noted. ’

WB project
: From page 12
stioke, experts sa\

To prevent this. they SOg-
ested  that  auto-rickshaws
should use engine oil from

senled containers and salé of
recyeled engine ofl should be
banned.

Another factor contributin
to the air pollution Is use O
high-sulfur diesel in buses and
trucks. a practice discouraged
all over the world

To monitor fitness of vehi-
cles, Bangladesh Road Trans-
yort Authority is yet to enforce
aws and press into service its
newly procured equipment, the
sources said.
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