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'ﬁy Ekram Kabir

HE publication of the sup-
plementary report ol
Hamoodur Rahman

Commission (HRC) on August
11 — on the defeat of Pakistan

fairs, retired army top brasses,
in their bid to defend them-
selves, are making out that the
1971 defeat was more on ac-

prised by the enormity of the
report, Some even doubted
whether the report was gen-
uine. But The Dawn newspaper
has confirmed it, quoting Maj.

The government and the
peaple of Pakistan are certainly
embarrassed, and they are
asking questions like: "was this
done to embarrass the military
regime of Pakistan?"
Possibilities as such cannot be
entirely ruled out, given the on-
going wrestle in Indo-Pak rela-
(fons. Pakistani government is
trving to find out how the copy
of the report fell into the hand

cal parties and military in
Pakistan fed distorted facts to
the people of Pakistan about
their defeat in 1971 in the
hands of Mukti Bahini and

certainly be very difficult to

swallow for many Pakistanis

who hold their army in high
esteem and knew little about

The (supplementary) reporl
is important for Bengalis. be-
cause i1 independeut
Bangladesh, no commission oi
body was ever formed to anal-

is one area that post-indepen-
dence governmenlts i1
Bangladesh didn't, perhaps. lelt
too strongly about. They only
churned out — they still do —
sympathetic language to those
who suffered immensely during
the war. Rhetorics certainly are
not enough for people who
strongly feel about the wai

They, though in minority, want
their war-wounds to heal by at

A —___}p,":* and once an
ey -h;-'*:; abode of pea -

' “ ¢e, IS last
toning i to a battlefield? With
the increase in the momentum
of Maoist guerrilla strikes, this
apprehension is agitating the

philosophy and political ideals,

with them nelther extends any
material or moral support.
Insurgents belonging to the
Nt'p.‘-'llr Comniunist Party
(Maoist) or NCPM headed by

districts, The presence of the
central government or the
administration of the capital
city of Kathmandu in the vast
area ol the west-central

bands. All government devel -
opmental works have ceased
and the Maoists have set up
their own administration. They
are also active in most parts of
the country, apart from the dis-
tricts they are now controlling,

The rise of the NCPM is, in-
deed, phenomenal. The party
went underground and started
what it called “the people's war”
in February 1996. Initially

other countries. Thelr strength
has now risen hetween
thousand to 7,000 active armed
cadres with sympathisers and
supporters reaching up to
20,000, In their fold there are
also child warriors called the

nearly 1600 people were killed

1000 were reported to have sus-
tained infuries. The govern-
ment claims that two-thirds of
the casualties are among the

mainly police personnel. The
main demand of the NCPM is
the abolishing of monarchy

and tuming Nepal (nto a repub -

lic.
Fnlhm-*lug the mass upsurge

head of the state. He no longer
has any absolute authority, The
King now only reign but does
not rule. The parliament has
the supreme power. Elections
were held in 1991 under the
caretaker government formed
in April 1990. Prior to that the
undemocratic and hated
Panchayet system was done
away with. Since the present
King Birendra Bikram Shah

ive

monarchy. Anti-Indian senti-
ment s also very
the Maolsts,
After the replacement of ab-
solute monarchy with parlia-
mentary democracy Nepal so
far had three general elections
and as many as nine govern -

strong among

lag ol Instability writ large in

Is widening with the result that
the poor are becoming poorer
and the rich richer. In such a
situation the guerrillas thrive

tary democracy has not in any
way changed or Improved their
lots. With .pent-up frustration

they are extending support to

the Maoists and also swelling
their ranks.

the Insurgency. The pgovern -
ment Is planning to raise addi-
tional police force, Various in -
ternational human rights or -
ganisations are complaining of
police brutalities and atroci-
ties. In police action, many
Nepalese are said to be missing.
Death in police custody is also
requently reported. The police
has the sweeping power to ar-
rest any suspect who iy not
have any trace later on.

dtrl&kln% large-scale develop -
ment activities so as to hnprove
the living condition and fo
provide employment opportu-
nities to the unemployed youths
50 that they could not be lured
by the Maoists. A plan is cur-

solution, the government Iis
also contemplating to take
more stringent action against
insurgency short of de ployment

scale war, In such an event the
tourism industry is likely to be
hit hard.

The government is, there-
fore, In a quandary as to what

creasing their sway and getting
latest weapons from various

sources there {s every reason for

any government to be really
concerned. If a solution cannot
immediately be found Nepal

might well turn into a strife-

torn country like Sri Lanka.
This will eventually further
destabllise the overall South
Asian scenarfo. This portends
vet another danger for the re-
gion with its possible fall out in

politiclan in
the lot beang Andhira Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naldu, according to a nation-
wide opinlon poll on the ten
most admired Indians, Melody

n the 1971 war and the Indian army. Schoolbooks in : » analvsts o | Ve il . P R, rently under way with an initial queen Lata Mangeshkar (s the lhnelight with the PTy'y
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nest ":\.’hile political observers Now the HRC report reveals strongly adhert O a0 s  lour vears of the insur jency and murky situation with the and endemic poverty in the superstar Amitabh Bachchan brother Zhoaib. Nazla and

industry for their good looks
and acting ablility, according to
the survey by the Week maga-
zine recently, Vajpayee tops the

information technology and
worKing for women's progress.
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, | S Nepal, the poris they now have regnlar  people from the shackles of -  materialised Indian, the career with
4 o Himalayan contacts with various outlawed ploitation epitomised by tl e : % e
! 3 Shangrl La  guerrilla groups In India and e The government is now un- valy ‘other. a8 mowid

song called
Qurbani

She and her
brother Zohadb produced peipug.
lar song albuis which 1opped
music charts, Nazia sl fito

there. Although singers such as
Alamgir and Mohammad Al |
Shehky were already in the
popular singing, it was Nazia

record sale. She also worked on
an ilmportant UN post.
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Deadline expires

T HE DEADLINE for political parties to name their candidates i1
ori Lanka's general elections to be held in October expired.
It Is expected that around thirty political parties will hand in

their names to the Election Commission.
for seats in the country's parliament

dominated by

However, the battle
iIs expected (o be

the governing People’s Alliance coalition of
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?{tmw::_::r I[illltt!l;::lﬂi;‘lL:l:‘D?IIJ::IHSIE least punishing those who ::::Illl]v}\}:ag::;:a:'h u.;::lt;”lf_]n{ nl:.l.‘tin Dev cannot act without the ad - The government has repeat- neighbouring India and Ert;?de:;tpfl‘ha:rdril;ja }(uma{'?t}tmga and the opposition Unitec
HRC report. to a great extent, wronged in 1971. po l 2 o e . Vice ol the cabinet headed by his edly offered olive branches to Bhutan., Will the Maoists in ational Party, led by Ranil Wikremasinghe.
b ﬂlt‘}ttt'[l A& porrsn ¢ set-up The Pak military under the -”_'d ].‘*““1‘ I.H‘HI.( g“_'[“ Bul grfu‘i Prime Minister and Parliament the guerrillas and invited them Nepal turn like the Tigers of ’ i
i1: 'thlnl country and it is likely leadership of Yahva Khan and a :'*1‘[{1.7:] :\1'::?1(;:‘1;?}”![::11 hifll‘f_'i‘;": the Maoists’ movement against  for talks. But the guerrillas re- LTTE in Sri Lanka? Will the red Fl}l amnesty ruhng delayed |
to cause a serions backlash on number of semor officers de- r‘luult”«l-" P d H‘* e “H u”I; monarchy is sald to be sym- main as illusive as they had star hover over the sky of the . i
the state ol allairs. It may make vised an evil plan to guell the Ir;un Illt':;'““\ll:llll:::l‘ \-\'l.'ll]!'l} : t:“ ;:: hﬂllf_ Tlilt‘}' claim Ilh-"lt their been in the past. The latest offer ' Himalayan Shangri La with A"dg“ in Fiji has ruled Iil‘al a (leclﬁipn on whether the I_{*ader ‘
things tougher for Chiel aspirations ol Bengalis dui g Hodioi bar s '1'('(U.Tl“llll 3 IH‘_ war is directed against feudal of talks and Maoists’ agreement unending insurgency and the ‘_’f May’s coup attempt, George Spmght._should face trial for :
Executive Gen. Parvez 197 1. "Disastrons’. as the HRC RUSES. g 0 remnants and for freeing the to participate have not as yet resultant bloodshed? ' S BLL will now be taken by the country's High le{t' Mr |
PIRE e Bar 0 tranldl agals - TRROTE IS Tt wonld BEeo saf :»11;1-:ghl‘a:'u| ‘}Iib_l_t'_‘ﬁdillg supporters appeared hefnrf: Fiji's Chief |
bring to the fore — and be crit-  a word lor what peaple 1 il been granted by the mitary (o Endl (he fonp s oy T ‘
icised — that Pakistani army  Bangladesh had gone through f YA il X ' ; '
::':thils proven record ol l.ll.'H:-i lat Hll;l[ tm:e. lTren nln!llialm < that e should be released.
dain for democracy hac sengahis delt their homes lor the E X_ P I\/] I n Th e D OC k Z
usurped power in October 12,  lear of losing their lile. Three ‘ / ,\-—@ L M f Af } p
1999i : i blon we n*gkilh'ii. which the /i l’fﬂ L Zfﬂ-é ove Jor g lan peace
The heat is already el report has denounced. at the ORRIED over t_he impact of the ongoing civil war in
BT M e e o Iy hands of Pak army and their Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh: ~Any kind of absence of Afghanistan on its neighbours, Turkmenistan has initiated
posed Prime Minister Nawaz  collaborators like Razakars, Al- democracy cannot bring good for the people particularly for the poor Elm.ﬁs mf riog tge wanl*lug agtions o '.l}ﬂ ESoRAlng tabie,
Sharil. has demanded action Badrs ete. But so far. not a sin- people For economic development, democracy is a must authoritarian cporis Wi poe that Boris Shetkh Muradov. special
aBainst fhose wiltary personnel. gle person  has been tried RS R S : envoy of the Turkmenistan President, Saparmurat Niyazov, met
and civilians found guilty in the (punished) for the crimes they I‘\'ll‘llrll'l in T ond _‘ ','J 0 : B lideslf *Thenes F . the Afghﬂn Oppnsinon CD”.“”.HIHTET' Gen. Ahmad Shah Masood
HRC report. She also said that comuitted in 1971. 2 a Lia. Leader of the Opposition in anglades/ ['he next caretaker i.n Dushanbe, capital of Tajikistan on Saturday and presented a
had the report been published _ _ 2 zovernment which will conduct the general elections may advise the current secret peace package. Mr. Muradov, who was in Islamabad on
edtlier. the Kargil incident The publication of HRC re- CIC 10 resign since all the opposition political parties opposed his F”df‘f*_'- had called on the Pakistan military ruler, Gen. Pervez
wonld not have takeu place E{-?l:qll*[‘:dglslﬁfs?ggf I{T. .}f::;-”“:'i“ appomntment and would not like to see MA Syed in the office of the CEC. for Musharraf, and appraised him of the move.
She. however. denied the alle- v g N SACH L 13 i Iree and fair election.™
gation that Nawaz Sharif h_m;i :idr!:'!ii\t'lz'f'ijlf‘[].}l?:" :"[‘"_':]'ll:li_‘:}{l‘l"‘;t II_;"f hulsoom Nawaz. wife of deposed Prime Mmister Navva- Shariff “The R .
handed over the report to India. ¥ =0 - Dt T e te it country had not been formed by a dictator. Dictatorship had always caused an MZHO}’ItZES fo gfft baCk Prop{?rt}/
. M"“_' 2 “”_“”w” [_' S “_mlll Pakistani military was respon- irreparable loss to the country They had used the country to achieve their 1
in Pakistan I{iUEb NOL BEACINE sible for the death and destrue- | personal objectives,” | T—LE Frotcis Hﬂﬁil!ﬂ__(}ﬂ}’.?milm'!ll; _3}",10&]&3 la{ldlﬂﬂrk . !
Imr. the country’'s ex-gene mb tion in Ii.mgllyic‘ﬁl]. Brajesh Mishra, Prime Minister AB 1'aipayee’s Principal Secretan” “We | dé(jls'fm o 'rh.e mrfu:nf?!"’thévbslé pmpﬂ'tyfon’ﬂs‘ca_ted g
and its present military regime, Bangladesh may not get the are sure and we have been assured that the United States is already doine jne erstwille Pakistan Governmeny from 1he_absemee Hindu ..
for it would be il jh-il!u al hot report Oltic la”}' from Pa (istan, e hino n . ' Pakisl: Indi: Id IL Pakis e T SVALELS dlll‘ing the ludﬂ-Pakistan war in 1963. to legltil_nate 1
water for SOonie tne 1O comt A\ vet is there any reason for eyeryl nng It can 1o cony €V 10 Fakistan. india wou not talk 1o Pa -Ihldl'l. with owners and fgnned a cabinet comimittee to draft a [a“r in that
change in the attitude of intel- Bangladesh to sit idle with the d gun on our head and '_h“f Islamabad must end cross-border terrorism for the line. "The Cabinet has decided in-principle on the returm of :
lectuals has taken place as re- lindings of the report? There dralogue process to begin. veste(_i REODCERY a”.d fur,[lwd - Cm_nmittee to formulate an
gards to righteousness of some las to be a renewed interest on \bdul Sattar. Foreign Minister of Pakistan: “We are for a purposeful. result- effective draft law in this regard. ‘
ex-generals who committed the issue of impunity as far as | THE Bangladeshi opposition leader and former prime minister, oriented and serious dialogue with India. Good relations are in the interest of i
cri:nes against l]unpdﬂily Iln planners and executioners of | Khaleda Zia, has been charged with corruptly receiving $35m dollars both countries... We'll not permit the abuse of Pakistan’s temton  lor . .
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Lahore has demanded from the like Tikka Khan, Rac Faithan charge rg]d_te? to t].'ne- purchase of two French Airbuses in 1995 for the ( uunc_nl recognises I_hal Kashmir is a root-causc of l-:_nslum in South Asia cc M ARKS will be deducted for spelling mistakes, untidiness |
military government to formally Ali, Niazi and Gul Hassan are | State-run airline, Biman. Since 1ts call for a dialogue ha‘y been ignored by one of the parties, the world and bad handwriting™—this is the mandatory warning
seek apologies from the still alive in Pakistan Their co. community needs to focus on further action envisaged in the Charter”. on the question papers of Madhvamik and Higher Seconclary
Bangladeshi masses. This is to  horts — Razakars and Al-Badrs L i i g o o Ll T R Ul s s 0 s T
accept the atrocities committed — in Bangladesh are also enjoy- C lt nnu[c-lnls these days. who don’t really care about how' they
by the Pakistani military offi- ing all social facilities" in 8| ure write ‘what” they write. But they olten end up losing vital marks
+r:ials,I during Bangladeshi inde- ‘independent Bangladesh'. The IHAE Rrucess.
peéndence struggle. A resolution question is whether the gov-
in this regard ‘%Elﬁ unanimously e!rnmeut of Bangladesl wguid ' . l
approved by over 200 activists ask for a trial of these people. D re O m M e rC h O n TS N I h Tm O re Sfor}'?f over }’”{dé’ art
present in a seminar held at  What are the pro-liberation ac- . < e 1
Lahore Press Club on the theme  tivists, historians. legal practi- A row has broken out in India after a panting containing a 1
of 'Hamoodur Rahman Report tioners, ete., going to qo? nude figure was removed from an art exhibition in Delhi on |
. s _ : \ , _ : \ : - rus - perched on top of India’'s
i g[; 2 | 1 By (“Irll{ “;3!' t}E'I(':iilht; it is ll,!r-ln.u.-:_-:i Amna KhalShgl in_Karachi national emblem - thegri.shokan pillar[.) It was wilhlsirawn over
ut there have also been al- that Bangladesh would enter R el = : € Week the uc L ' f. W 1
legations, from concerned quar- uto a 11{:15;11135:* ol bilateral re- - _ {‘:‘_‘,"“": I'ISSURED old [_n'nfic*tt'nr}' - conscious gen-  Mauritius might add EDII}B As lar as the public IS con- ﬁgpnrtidﬁgl}ga?;ld il: n::lg?]ttr pr:jif::g)st ngéﬁigﬁl;l#:“ﬂigi?é?aG;::Ch
ters in Pakistan, that the India lationship with Pakistan, with £ i oge>== [rom the old- eration, ranging from directors, colours to the screen but mar cerned, people 53“51?-_ their | ;
Today's scoop is a part of the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina t 4 P-;‘E:E_ est subconti-  actors. writers, composers, the life nthlhf: ﬁ]llll. hunger for good entertainment X 4 1
worldwide campaign that New meeting Gen. Musharraf in New 2 e = nental cine- . cameramen, makeup artists, set The film directors often through the easy access of en- EdeO?’ N f‘?Ollble
Delhi has mounted over the York on the fringes of the UN = == "F%- matic indus-  designers, dress designers, to all blame the myopic approach of tertainment across the bnrd*_i—:-r- | |
past several months to malign Millennium Summit. Foreign LR try, film in- who are directly or Indirectly cine goers that lead to the en- thanks to a media revolution Sri Lankan court has given a newspaper editor a suspended
Pakistan and isolate it interna- = Secretary Shafi Sami has al- J sl 1 N dustry in related to film production, F\enderiug of trifling movies, sans boundaries. wo-year jail term for criminally defaming the President,
tionally. India's intention, they ready visited Pakistan for talks T e Pakistan in- didn’t transfer their skills to ccording to them. in Pak- Unfortunately, the Godfa- | Chandrika Kumaratunga. Lasantha Wickrematunga received
say, is to demonise the military with Musharraf. Given the situ- | lierited the dynanmie past. En- the new comers, as foreseen  istan’s society it is hard to have thers of film industry are not the sentence for an article in his Sunday Leader newspaper in i
in Pakistan. But even if the ation, Bangladesh may hesitate | tourage of this glamorous busi- which ereated a vacunm. Today., an affordable entertainment -  also able to strike a balance be- 1995 which critcised the president for failing to deliver on
India Today story is a rehash to do something about the war | ness, the inherited film it is very hard to nominate any  what really is left for the tween national restrictions and | election promises. State prosecutors argued that the article |
work on the leaks and specula- criminals of 1971, because | industry in Pakistan, was artist of present time as masses is films. Hence the class the international competition. had implied the president was corrupt but \Wickrematunga > .
tive reports that have been find- Islammabad has called for imme- highly enthusiastic. It created Nadeem s successor. who de- that visits cinema is not t:difired They rely mostly on the local denicd this. '
Ing their way into the media in diate convening of the Saarc | films that explored the realities spite crossing fifty vears of his enough to understand sensitive public demand and do not cater
Pakistan and in other countries summit. in which it would need | of life, touched on romance and ' to the global

age is stile considered as the

subjects. They just demand

requirements.
Therefore Pakistani filins are

Afghan families flee

OVEr Some years, it has certainly Bangladesh’s help. But in | brought smiles on the tired king hero. complete ‘three hours fun-time’ ‘ : 3 PR R AFERS o

put the then and current Pakistan's suggested expansion | faces of spectators. Subjects The usage of backdated mainly comprise of vulgarity simply dedicated to local view- NITED Nations Ib_ta in Alghanistan 5{1} flﬂUbﬂlldfrﬂ P‘f‘f'Ple
Pakistan military high com- of Saarc charter to include | were glorified by the talented equipment that might have and violent action. The critics ing. Actress turned Director L/ have been arriving in the western city of Herat to escape
mands in the dock. political issues in its fold may | performances of artists like peen very hi-tech in the '40s, on the other hand. hold re- Samina Peerzada. though | lighting and the effects of drought. They said 400 families had

In the meantime. evervbody,
in a startled Pakistan, is now
blaming Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. for
his political failure, for their de-
feat in 1971. Lt. Gen. M. Rahim
Khan, who is one of the 11 se-
nior officers recommended to be
court-martialled by the
Commission. has come out with
a strong statement condemning
the contents of the Commniission
report as a plot by Bhutto to
“deflect public anger from the
role played by him in the break-
up- of Pakistan. Also, Gen.
Niazi, who has been singled out
by the HRC report for various
acts of omission and commis-
sion that led to the debacle, in
his rejoinder to the findings of
the report, has said that it was
a vengeful act of Bhutto di-
rected against the ariny to cover
up his own acts of misde-
meanoiir. He has also urged the
Musharraf government to ap-
point another commmission ol
Inquiry into all causes, includ-

only to find out what led to the
dismemberment of erstwhile
Pakistan, and not why millions
of Bengalls were butchered by
Pakistanl army, yet now that
the report has been made pub-
lic, the atrocities carried out in
Bangladesh by the Pakistani
military are now established.
The report clearly spells out
that atrocities did happen all
over erstwhile East Pakistan.
The publication of the report
to  have benefited
Bangladesh as far as history (s
concerned. For, till now pofiti-
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open the doors for Bangladesh
to discuss war-related issues
with Pakistan.
| 1 all depends on
Bangladesh's willingness to try
war criminals, including
Razakars and Al-Badrs who as-
sisted the Pak army in every
possible wayv and patronised
anti-liberation activities.
Innocent people ‘suffered and
got killed” at their hands. for
they directly took part in Pak
army s killing spree and viola-
tions. It's time to bring to light
as to why the collaborators were
iven a general amnesty by
angabandhu Sheikh Mujfibur
Rahman after the liberation.
Can a head of state simply for-
give some killers like that? It's
time that terms and conditions
of the amnesty are made public.
Legal scholars, with enormous
amount of honesty and in-
tegrity, must come forward to
analyse and help to single out
criminals the who went scot-

No one should be afraid —
as It Is observed these days —
of talking about taking actions
against crimes committed 29
vears ago. People, who feel
strongly about (t, should give
up their submissive attitude.
It's time Bangladesh asked {tself
some questions about what
went wrong when the country
needed to ostracise war erimi-
nals. The information in the
HRC report will certainly help to
draw a line between the wicked
and the upright.

|

Noor Jahan, Santosh, Sabiha
Khanam, Sudheer, Shamim
Ara, Mohammad Ali, Rahman,
Waheed Murad, Rani ete. Vul-
garity, violence, boring subjects
and loose directions were not af
all the Issues to be concerned
about. In short, with limited re-
sources, Lahore-based Pakistan
film industry emerged as a liv-
ing threat to Bombay—the old-
est and largest film industry (n
South Asia.

Today the samme Lahore is
bearing with an ailing film in-
dustry. What went wrong?

Let’s begin with the industry.
While visiting Nigar studios -
one of the oldest in Lahore, one
can easily trace the glorious
past, where as it would be hard
to find the traces of sanguine
present. Facilities at the studios
are non existent; equipment
having either been damaged or
destroyed. Even when the dust
settles, smoke hung In the air
from the debris on the ground.

most Is the unprofessional atti-
tude of the industry gurus,
which has marred the over all
performance of a film produc-
tion.

Critics Indicate various in-
ter-related factors responsible
for a twist in the poor perfor-
maitnce of cine-industry in Pak-
istan, First, the arrival of those
individuals, who perceived en-
tertalnment Industry as the
place of money and fun and did
not believe in the professional-
iIsm and perfection which the
industry required. Second, the

<

but have no strength to sustain
the technology challenges of the
21st century, also is usage ad-
versely affect the quality of the
film. With the treatment of
bawa-adam machines, even su-
perb acting, strong script and
brilliant direction cannot
work. When asked about obso-
lete gadgetry, one of the camer-
amen, smiled and said, "My
dear, all these technological
advancements need money, this
the directors usually don't cher-
ish, and above all the person
who Is sitting In the cinema
house is not interested in mira-
cles of modern technology. He is
only interested in Reema's
dance and nothing else. So why
should anybody bother?”

Lack of Investment is again

a major handicap in the cine-

industry of Pakistan. Poor in-

vestment is directly related to

poor business. If an Investor is

not v;u'nInF as much as he is
[

poor business and the cycle goes
on. Even If the money is there,
then the Improper planning
and poor [nvestment strategy
completely waste that money.
Also, In most of the cases, direc-
lor does not decide where to
spend what. It {s actually the
seth Investor who decides where
his money should be used.
These decisions though often
leading to lavish foreign trips
In the name of shooting, do not
improve the quality of films.
The lush green lands of Sri
Lanka and crystal blue water of

sponsible film walas for addict-
ing the publie to such low stan-
dard films and created a so-
called trend set in the film in-
dustry of Pakistan. “If the pub-
lic wants to see my half-naked
dance, my director will show it
because he has to carn the
money,” one of the famous
heroines said in one of her in-
terviews. Therefore, cinema
that claims to be an important
media pillar and which Is re-
sponsible to educate the masses
about Issues confronting them
has turned in to a masala fac-
tory in the country.
Government must equal re-
sponsibility for the declines of
Pakistan's film industry. The
dual standards and unrealistic
censorship have damaged the
entertainment industry a lot,
The censorship policy, till date,
has neither been able to purify
the cinema screen nor give
space to the industry to sustain
their performance according to

due to bad business, other {ssues
are subduing the Industry de-
velopment Issue. Moreover, ex-
cise laws have added to the bur-
den, as a result commercial
plazas have come up on sites
where some of the major cine-
mas were.

Al the same time, how can
one ignore the direct and indi-
rect influence of the pious ele-
ment In the society generally
and in the government particu-
larly, which discourages any at-
tempt at promoting entertaln-
ment industry in the country?

claiming her first venture In-
teha as an international film,
was not able to gain popularity
globally. Although her film,
production-wise earns higher
rarks but the lack of story and
poor direction leaves Inteha far
from other international ven-
tures. The successful shows of
film Jinnah in Pakistan. on the
other hand, can be termed as a
brilliant example of an inter-
national standard. The people,
who made this film, are inter-
nationally recognised and won
several awards. Not onlyv this

when the Hilm exhibited in Pak-

istan, people went to the cinema
house (ves, the sanie mnmasses

who are blamed as not matare
enough for absorbing serious
iIssues) and despite focusing on a
sensitive subject, the fiims was
widely appreciated. There was
no rain cﬁume, there was no
funny action and there were no
cheap jokes, yet the film was hit
on both the fronts. This is what

a feeble part of global enter-
tainment race. The bhangra
dances and gandasa-toting ac-
tion might be ahlg to satisfy the
cine-goers of 20 century, but
cannot meet the demands of to-
day's better informed audl-
ences. There is a lot more to
show on the screen, which the
people really want to see. It is
just a matter of one bold step -
the Jinnah step.

The author is Associate Edi-
tor of SOUTASIA, a Karachi-
based regional fortnightly.

entered the city In the past week, bringing the total number of
displaced families seeking shelter there to about one-thousand.

The UN said thirty families were arriving

a dav most of them

driven from their homes in Ghor, Badghis and Faryab provinces

by drought.
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Suu Kyi to end standoff

riot police raided a roadside convoy and forced

Aung San Suu Kyi to return to the capital, ending a nine-
day stand-off between the opposition leader and Mvanmar's
military regime, government and opposition party officials said
on September 2. Security forces also sealed off the headquarters
of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) in Yangon.
and a Key military leader criticised foreign diplomats for
meddling in the country’s internal affairs.

Pakistan rules out peace talks

AKISTAN isn't optimistic about prospects for peace talks with

India but it doesn’t foresee another full-scale war. senior .
Pakistani officials say. Although leaders of both countries will
attend the Millennium Summit of more than 150 heads of state

and government, neither
discussions. A meetin
Bihari Vajpavee and

nation
between Indian Prime Minister Atal
akistan's military ruler Gen. Pervez

expects face-to-face

Musharraf would have been the first since the former army chief

took power in a coup last October

Police suspect Maoist rebels may be behind the attack, although

there has

een no word from the rebels themselves.

The group

of six was in the western Gorkha district when they were
surrounded and forced to hand over the equivalent of about

S1.000 in cash, and a camera.

Taleban capture key town

ALEBAN forces in Alghanistan have captured the Key

northern town of Talogan. The reports say the Taleban
forces launched an attack on the capital of Taklur Frovinee on
Tuesday night and entered the town earlier on Wednosday.

-- Compiled by Navine Murshid




